Ma}'/ .lune 1994 But in  theit Journal entrles Lewrs}f ’

~and Clark make no mention of-

‘ 1 Wolf River on therr way down the'
PP e nl Tlg‘g M1ssour1 Rrver e R M

A specific_' rnentio-n ‘of a Robidoux

St Joseph Museum Pony Express Natlonal Memorlal
Eo 2ok - of the Kansas River and the-point = - "
MR B OBIDOUX WhO Are YOIJ_? : - where the Grand River emptres into "~

Where Were YOU? SR o i e the Missouri River; ‘William Clark’s"

Wt e I September 16,1806, -
ne hundred and ninety-: years.ago- about this trme of year the Lewrs Journa entry B o

~and Clark - “Corps of Discovery” passed the future site’of St. Joseph
Mlssoun onits way to the Pacrﬁc Ocean. The exact date was July 7,71804. .
Ina Journal entry, William Clark mentions. passing: St. Mlchael’s Pra1r1e
: the area-where St. Joseph, ‘would be established i in 1843 He wrote,
passed Some Swift Water, which obhged us to draw.up ) by roapes, a Sand
- bar at the pomt oppos1t a butlfull Prarie on the-S. Side calld St. Michul,
. those Pralnes on the river has verry much the appearence of farms from the -
river’ There 1s no mentron of J oseph Rob1doux here at th1s tlme _

* six.ores and 2 canoes e Could thrs*

‘have been 23 years old at that trme) ;
- or was- 1t another member of the, _
RObldOU.X fam1ly‘7 S e

Through research we found an" 5

: \ e ] ok : . article writt il'decades afte
. The explorers d1d meet Joseph Robldoux on therr way back down the peiiclomiiensevgralid cadesiatier

, Missouri River. two years later in 1806. However, that' meetlng did not take
place in, the- area ‘where St. Joseph would develop This art1cle will tell you .
' the results of our current research into: the locatlon of- that meetlng

before Robldoux dred It clears upf‘ .
i most of the confusron ;

iy

e :Several earlrer wr1ters have named the mouth of the Wolf River (about 30
" river miles northwest of St J oseph) as the locatlon for that 1806 meetmg

" - e PIECEE R P ﬁezz‘ 'River as’the site where Joseph-l-
9s & .L94° 93° - M\ % .
ATCHISON Lwnmv ln o g.m,soqmcm 1 rUTNAN ‘(f"'“"i" et Robldoux encountered Lewis and
e g 3 : ALNEE SCOTUAND . - ; o
A ] el r—sug,v;"r;bﬁ;- “'l.- iie] SRS Clark W1th th1s information, one’
-y s g . i x~ox et
wotr 1L _J - ‘ __me‘“: R g : .mws 3 ER “can read Clark’ sentry made. near.the.
N - 4)—- — -— = ~ L‘: B s ;
ey l“ % I, et o .- 'mouth of the Gasconade: Rlver Th1s
Ty  oe xaces 1° LU lwcom —Lr —. -]— . S ;
: e ‘?F,-,e Thee ; ,‘"“'" |~*"{°~, o k entry, wh1ch ‘was’ wr1tten on'
rﬁ‘ i~ EROR e, N T R R
“0“? 9‘ [_"N”W-{E“LD}‘V‘“;“NINC l (,.:::rin_('wl‘—: I r' T;:L‘L?" M September 20 1806 reads
€ "“mgimsr.r_s PRAIREB. ) - [ .'5017..}- ~o~~os : Py o we passed the enterance’ of the . ’
: - "“”(S "055"‘” b A _L ("™ '\  Gasconnade river below which * "
R“‘Ns,q 20\ e Bl TN ey [_“1‘37»7 S ;; “we met a perogue with 5 -~
RIVER d W e o T '4'?“"”7”""‘ I,«-L ﬁ“"c‘"" o5 french men bound to the =
A . - o Y - - v g R )
ucxso»zf\ i e (w, i i 39 - Osarge Gd. village.
J (SR —"--,l; — - —{ cooreR QQ Shigeri T LL T .. - the party being
A E e 2 T oimesgn T ST : Q o] 3 '—wmneu st- c»wuss S v
. < Tk c*s:".f" M al )‘. ,/_3. I } A . CXtI‘Gemly‘
3 O p T /ST.:LOUIS cnv 0
i ET e —(uommu/v‘ % I re wws‘ ke “anxious to get -
| —-———' B 0s4GR) 2
1 =g "I"E"FY_ BENTON. | |uoncm \_ ~\ g §) lm‘NKUN . EP _L g 7 Lo ClOWIl ply thelr. Nec
T B el 6 LL.,L = IR A A ~oars  very .
o : <Mt e -4 5 L_ P JEFFEASON| Lt 11 2
'—1-.--..--—]7 \,\___,J\ -;Z ‘@s ’k-r.ﬁ A ST ) ol well.. ..
: st cimR - -~ Leamoen: \ lk P (! &S ‘wfonoi 8 f'\\-' ( ’ B & SR
38’:: -V“;ON-»-«I ) ' mc::onv ‘II i ) ,"ﬁ&‘s‘»é— PNEIL‘?‘S,.“Ag' |§ y: " Ln, (GENM'VE '
i ‘I&D‘;l;.“ I-Ln o © qusr_ N — - ] I ,_.'_ L- _, - ;‘ L ,‘:9"1«}.' "/ )
. g | e roux "" - kuctrot - ,l Toem =< 7L lho';'j'_‘:l_-r;__%":"?'

meetmg anyone at the mouth of the” -

octurs in the September 16th entry, - -
.. while the corps is between the mouth e

. read: “at 11' A. M.-we met young"._”’ {
- Mr. Bobldoux with a large boat of

be our Joseph Robldoux (who would "

the: meetrng and a number of years E

~In'the. artlcle the wrrter (who had "
: 1nterv1ewed Joseph Robldoux)‘f' =
“names-the:mouth of the Gasconade
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OREGON CALIFORNIA TRAIL CLASS

The Oregon Cal1forn1a Trall and the ermgratlon of the

mid-1800s were the toplcs ofa graduate course for 20
“teachers of the St. Joseph area The St Joseph

-Museum, Pony Express Nat1onal Memor1a1 and the

Missouri State Teachers Association offered the_ ‘
-class’ through Northwest ‘Missouri - State_ :
. Un1vers1ty Marilyn Taylor and Jackie Lewin ;

) Ttaught the class with spe01al assistance from Dr. :
Franc1s Peniston and Rlchard Nolf All are:
members of. the Gateway Chapter of the Oregon-

" California Trarls Association. Sue Wagner A

teacher in the G1fted Program at Skarth School '

o coordlnated the- class

- Clas's' sessions we're held in the community-room: |
- rof the Pony Express Natlonal Memor1al in mid-
Apr11 That time was chosen to c01nc1de with the
time of year that wagons left from St. Joseph
i Marllyn Taylor and Jackre Lewin gave an" '
overview of the trail - why the route was chosen
'_»hlstory of early travelers, the purpose of the
-“migration, who the ermgrants were and what it
~was like to travel the- trail. Franc1s Pen1ston presented
& an 1n—depth ook at illnesses along the trail. - A later

) Amerlcan Ploneer Tralls Assoc1atlon and up to the

Jackte Lewin

gThe hrghhght of the' class was a 12 hour bus tr1p along
~ the St. Joe Road The teachers crossed the M1ssour1

"Rlver chmbed the bluffs and rode out onto the prame

The, first pause was at Mosqulto Creek wh1ch was also i

Jackie Lewm L

'Teachers from St. Joseph Mlssourz schools:- gather around the
,monument which marks the Junctzon of the St. Joe Road and the
Independence Road

APl B s S &

‘usually the f1rst campsrte ‘for the emrgrants N ext the

~ tour went on to'the Wolf River crossing. At the Towa,
~-session dealt with how the_trail has been marked and. -
,,commemorated beginning with Ezra Meeker and i

Sac and Fox M1s31on the: teachers stopped for a tour of

_the. srte Other pomts of interest visited were. Pralrle ph )
' }Sprmg Campground the Nemaha River crossing, .
Alcove Sprlng and the Big Blue cross1ng, i

= F rom the Wyeth Hill overlook, thhard Nolf talks about the Missouri

iy Rtver and crosszng sites.

" current Oregon Cahforma Trails Assoc1at1on T he

- National. H1stor1c ‘Trails system ‘was d1scussed
‘1nclud1ng the recent addltlon of the Cahfomla and Pony
‘ Express Tralls

Hollenberg Station, the junction of ‘the
‘Independence and the St. Joe: Roads, and the
“historical marker at the Kansas and Nebraska
--border. Thefocus for emlgrant quotes ‘during

~ the ﬁrst year that emlgrants Jumped—off from the
St. Josepharea fi ke

3 ‘The main goal of the St J oseph Museum and the
Pony Express National Memorial was to. iy
acquaint the teachers with the detarls of the
migration and its srgn1f1cance to the St:J oseph“

) _to thelr students

o Durmg the last sess1on the teachers ‘wrote
“journal entries for their day on the trall Also they o
~worked in_ small groups under the gu1dance of Sue
Wagner to make “mind maps” of the St. Joe Road.

- The class will probably be offered again next spring.

_"'.l;the tour was the 1844 mrgratlon since that was.

- area. They, in turn, can pass { the 1nformat10n on AL
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.L,

A ﬂmtlock gun could not functlon w1thout a ﬂ1nt $0; 5 4
'stnke the frizzen of the -gun, creatmg the spark to 1gn1te -
its powder. - When a gun flint broke.or wore out, 16
~could be replaced by trade. The earhest gun flints were\ iy

,supphed by French traders in: the Mrssourr Rrver Valley

“Iti is thin, but itis surprtszng how much beatmg
a ﬂznt can take in a lock. . This. looks like it is in-.

o face appears to be Indzan If you can za’ennfy .t

Of course; it could have been i

made by a whzte man, but I -
. imagine that it wouid be a
long odd to bet on.”
- (Hamzlton, letter to sz‘
o xF eaglns——Aprzl 8,1 994 )

‘,'.‘;',.;Many questrons remain .
o concernmg the ava11ab111ty of .

“other aspects of the lives of -

" on. 'the King Hill site.
Although the s1te is.on. the ’

o g

Inaianjmade gun ﬂint recently f»o'u‘n'd‘ on Kt'ng Hlll -
At a later date (well after the Oneota had left thrs srte)

- the flints were commonly supplred to the new world by
' the Enghsh ' : -

o arifle or plstol (prstols rrﬂes muskets etc. usually had V
dlfferent ranges of gun ﬂmt s1zes) However 1 suspect -

that-the: size of a gun ﬂmt was not a critical factor to the 3
Oneota in determrmng the type flintlock with which it
could be used. Its size and general shape corresponds ;
nrcely wrth other native- made gun flints’ with whrch I
am famrlrar but 1t is thrnner than the major1ty Ted"

Hamrlton (a noted expert onr trade guns) wr1tes about"' '

th1s artlfact from ng Hrll as, follows

fIt 1s hoped that in the near future addltronal research' .

5 can be conducted on the resrdentral lot from wh1ch the " |

presence of the gun flint recently found on King Hill. It,'.j", gun flint was_ obtamed There is still cons1derable~ Nk
was made from a medrum gray chert and itis of asize

‘which suggests that 1t was 1ntended to be used in erther .

: 1nformat10n that remams to be’ learned about the people e
. who res1ded SO many years ago- on th1s blufftop site in
southern St. Joseph Many mysterres about their lrves L8

,have been solved. ‘Many’ more can be solved w1th g

=carefu1 archaeologrcal research With potsherd : and gun -

ﬂlnt in hand, 1 realrzed anew- that the legacy of this

;place and the real people it. represents can still. speak tov Yy
those who are. ‘able. and w1111ng to hsten to their ancrent_lf S [

v01ces from the dust

 mint condttzon Judgzng from the back,-it looks 3 :
like a spall of European manufacture, but the ==~ -

S~ the chert as bezng local L would say it is of'.;‘
Indzan manufacture, made for a trade gunand .
<t : datesfrom the mid 1700’s.-

' various. trade materials and

* the Oneota people who l1ved 4

*  National. Regrster of Historic e

) ~ Places, ifs’ boundarles werej. i
: Anot spe01flcally deﬁned at the time. of i 1ts nommatlon in .

1968 Wrth the recent fmdmg of artlfacts on the lot"‘,

: adjacent to the ongmal excavatlon and after mtervrews 5
~with local- res1dents it 1s obvious that the scope.of the -~ -

I 28 kLT i ‘ﬂng Hrll srte goes beyond what was foreseen in 1968 :
E Wrth the Indlans her1tage of flmt knapprng, itis no - t

X wonder that’ they often made the1r own replacements.,; :
' from the local cherts This probably accounts for the
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- Homes Tour, various museurns 1n St Joseph and Savannah M1ssour1 and
: many others. g

i ,‘Maudre Reynolds A book ent1t1ed Dedzcated to our: Mom and Dad
- a h1story of the Brmton, Reece, Lawless and McCrary famrles .

ST JOSEPH MUSEUM

~ Arlen Roach - Two black and white photographs of the Wyeth-Tootle
_ mmansion, now the St. Joseph Museum. They- were taken i in the wintef, one :

from Sylvame, the other from Charles

Andy Dodds A red wool cape w1th a scalloped hem that is covered with
decorative stitching in black thread dated c. 1850 It belonged to the donor’s
great great uncle ri g A 0 } o

Mrs. Lew1s Welgel Several St. Joseph newspapers, two of whrch are dated

June 6,1944, D= -Day, with headlines reporting the invasion of Normandy

Also the Centennral 1ssue of the Kansar Czty Star dated June 4,1950. °

I Boyd Frazer - Many newspaper artrcles and scrapbook pages deahng with
~events happenmg in'St. Joseph and the surrounding afea datmg from the . ’
i 1940s to.the late:1970s. Also donated were numerous photographs taken of

avariety of subjects: The Flood of 1993, Civil War battle re-enactments,

o Mrs N elson Hllhx A chppmg from the st. Joseph Gazette The headlme
’reads “Formal opening-of the Chrldren s Museum Monday, dated May 19

"41929, and a membership card for the Children’s ‘Museum. The name

i Chrldren S Museum ‘was changed to the St. Joseph Museum in 1939

the other is a “stream‘wash”: The rockers were used to separate gold from

Other debris: A wheel measurer was also donated. It was used to measure
wheels to maké sure that they were all the same size. oo

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTIONS

Ttis”
) Postmarked Aprrl3 1935.

i L.Tom & Jean Swafford A wooden and leather plaque The leather has been !

2

Quentm Kathol OSB Three photographs two of Herman s Bnck Yard in

) St Joseph dated September 19 1912 the other of the old' Umon Depot

Nancy Hampton Books, The Natwe Amerteans and Krug Park St -
Joseph’s Crown Jewel. A pamphlet Arts: & Crafts of Missouri, #V. Clothmg :
Tapa cloth that is medium brown, dark brown and cream and covered w1th
~geometr1c de31gns - :

PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Geraldine Jackson - A video tape entitled “Pony Express, stamng Charlton »‘ ’

“Heston, Rhonda Flemmg and Forrest Tucker The movre premrered in St :
Joseph in 1952 : : i 2
True Dav1s A carved longhom mounted on a wooden base. The carvmgs
deprct drfferent sites along the Pony Express Trail. - 5

Laura Kufahl An exhlbrt and accompanymg paper that donor made for o F .
. H1story Day competition in 1993. The exhrbrt placed th1rd at the Natronal
Hrstory Day Proyect Competrtron : :

Glenda Ke]ly A commemoratrve envelope celebratmg the 75th Anmversary,

of the start of the Pony Express Addressed to A C Stewart Toledo Ohro

. "r,

* embossed w1th a scene of the Pony Express Museum Plaque is srgned by
~“Tom: Swafford i

- - =

Charles Turpen Two repl1ca handmade gold rockers One is a “dry wash” ‘David Rich - Two Mrssourr lottery t1ckets (pull-tabs) The front of each

‘ t1cket dep1cts a Pony Express erer )

. Paul Wessler F1ve wooden wagon bows used to support the canvas of a-

“covered wagon.

M U SE UM MEMBERSHIP F ORM

X ‘ I:I New member |:| Renewal -0 Glft e ST
NEW AND REINSTATED Your Name (s) g S gncl‘osedrs_a check for?-‘
| MEMBERS Address ) y TN e g o ey

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express National Memorial boards of
trustees and staff are pleased to

g -Daytlme Phone ¢ - ') :
Glft membershlp fOl‘ (please ﬁll in your name above)

Zip_ Fazs
2% ls ;Please make your check
payable to the St. Joseph -
Museum or Pony Express

welcome the following new and ‘iiﬁg _ , i 1::5‘;?] Rl and
reinstated members. We appreciate .‘:’_CityC " State - Zip_- e I : ‘ "
their interest in the museum. . DaytimePhone (<= ) - »J.ST,‘JOSEPH'
el e 'MUSEUM. *
: 1100 Charles Streetr

The First Bank of Missouri

Susan C. Wagner

- Membership leyel: "

-$1000.00 Patron
" 500.00. Fellow
250 00 - Sponsor

$100 00 Donor o
50.00 ‘Subscribing -
|25, 00 Sustammg

64501 2874

All contrlbutwns are equally dtvuled between the St Joseph Museum and Pony, .\

- St. Joseph Mlssoun

Eastowne Equipment Co.
Pearl H. LaJoie

Ferris and Marjorie Finley

Express National Memorml unless otherwise spectﬁed

Your contr1but1on provrdes a one-year membersh1p for you and your
1mmed1ate farmly A majority.of your membershlp contr1but1on istax
~ deductible under 1994 IRS gu1del1nes for charltable contrrbutlons
--After rece1v1ng your membership, we will. send you a’ recerpt that
1nc1udes further mformat10n on tax deduct1b111ty

AT



‘ CALENDAR OF EVENTS

A benefit dinner and performance at the Ice
House Theatre was hosted by Don and Yvette
Paton and Herb and Peggy Iffert on June 25. The
event occurred after this issue of The Happenings
went to the printers so the next issue will feature
an article about the evening.

Proceeds from the dinner will go to support the
Pony Express National Memorial. It is through
events like this and supporters like the Ifferts,
Patons and those attending that the Pony Express
National Memorial receives funds for its
-operation and development.

Now through September - The St. Joseph
Museum and the St. Joseph Archaeological
Society are sponsoring a dig at the Robidoux fur
post site located at the beginning of McArthur
Drive. Everyone is welcome to come and dig on
Tuesday and Friday mornings from 7 a.m. to noon.
Call Mike Fisher, 232-5738, to let him know you

~ are coming. '

June 25 - Gateway Chapter - Oregon-California
Trails Association meeting. All day field trip to .
Alcove Springs and Big Blue River crossing.

July 4 - Happy Firecracker Day! Holiday hours at
the St. Joseph Museum, 1-5 p.m. Pony Express '
National Memorial hours are 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.

July 18 - You Are The Difference - Customer
Service and Tourism Workshop. Call the
Convention and Visitors Bureau to register. The
number is 233-6688.

August 8-13 Oregon-California Trails Association
National Convention, Salt Lake City, Utah.

August 15 - You Are The Difference - Customer
Service and Tourism Workshop. Call the .
Convention and Visitors Bureau to register. The
number is 233-6688.

For more museum 1nformat10n call 232 847 1
Prznted on Recycled Paper

S5 )St Joseph Museum SR UK
421100 CHarles Street Box 128
‘St 3 oseph Mlssoun 64502-0128
- Monday through Saturday 9-5 p m.
i Sunday & Holldays 1-5 p m. '

. Pony Express National Memorial
914 Penn Street, P:0. Box, 244"
R Joseph ‘Missouri. 64502 0244
=Tk Monday through Saturday 9 6 p- m =
] "Sundaysl 6pm a
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