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Artifacts
attract
hundreds

N Z-4-0]
By RAY SCHERER

rscherer @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

. AGENCY, Mo. — To Bob Horn of
Maryville, it’s a snap to hunt for arrow-
heads and other artifacts in the rugged
frontier of Northwest Missouri.

Over the past decade, he’s become
so adept at scrounging for the
ancient items that he has amassed a
collection of 250 “good” arrowheads
and 20 stone axes.

“I don’t hunt them to sell,” Mr.
Horn says. “I went walking in a
creek, looking for that stuff.”

Mr. Horn and two dozen other arti-
fact collectors proudly displayed more
than 75,000 of their finds at Saturday’s
inaugural Indian Artifact Show at the
Agency Community Center:

Organizers Keith Rumpf and Mike
George said the show so exceeded
their expectations that they plan to
continue it annually and may move
it to St. Joseph to accommodate larg-
er crowds. They and Mr. Rumpf’s
wife, Sharon, had hoped for 500 spec
tators for the six-hour show.

“We're tickled to death,” Mr
George said late in the morning.
“We’re topping 800 people already.”

Visitors not only browsed the
relics; they also participated by bring-
ing their own arrowhead and ax col-
lections. Exhibitors came from as far
as Lincoln, Neb., and Wichita, Kan.

“We've got everything from ani-
mal bones to historic Indian items,”
Mr. George said. “There’s a lot of
appraising going on.’

Books and glass frames were avall
able to those who became even more
interested in the hobby.

“A lot of these farmers have got
things in shoeboxes,” Mr, George said.

Locating Ice Age-era animal bones

TODD WEDDLE/ St. Joseph News-Press

Exhibitor Dan Fox of Mayetta, Kan., talks with a group Saturday in Agency,
Mo., during an Indian Artifact Show at the Agency Community Center. It was
ﬂleshowsﬁrstyear, and it had 26 exhibitors from at least three states.

and other items from long ago pro-

vides the lure for those excited about’

collecting the pieces, Mr. Rumpf said.

“It just kind of boggles your
mind,” he said of the historical
nature of the craft.

Donations left at the show will

help expand the Agency Ford Muse-
um, which is housed in the town’s
former school along with the com-
munity center.

Museum board member Barb Lem-
ley said the museum opened last July,
with tours.given by appointment.
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ARTIFACT
SHOW \

SATURDAY _ !!
’ by L

MARCH 1,200 el gl
AGENCY, MO Vi, A

gl N
Agency Community Center Y7l 1
10:00 AM - 4:00 PM | el 9
ADMISSION coST: FREE T i ull{
EXBIBITOR COST: FREE
Aprpraisals available by Mike George
Food & Drink available

For more information: (
Sharon & Keith Rumef (816) 253-9301
Mike George (660) 446-2216

Sponsored by: Northwest Missouri Artifact Collectors Association
and the Agency Community Center
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Missouri A view of Mike’s artifact room. The great blades on the bench are the “Geor
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This bottom photo shows artifacts found by Mike George and his family in Holt Co., Missouri. The Catlinite effig) ,I-'I
: _pipe is 6-5/8 x 2-3/8 inches. Otheritems are: disc bowl pipes, ornaments
Paleo points. The larger elbow pipe is unfinished.
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A historic record of prominent collectors and their collections.
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ARTIFACT
SHOW |

SATURDAY,
MARCH 6, 2004 ﬁllm
AGENCY, MO

Agency Community Center

10:00 am - 4:00 pm

Admission: Free

Exhibitor: $10.00 (refundable D.O.S.) | p—
Please mail deposit to: ) m ] HIENiae
Agency Comm. Center P.O. Box ey
22 Agency MO 64401 . 9 " (I
Appraisals available by Mike George A h
Food & Drink available > Iy I

| .
For more information: |

Sharon & Keith Rumef (816J) 253-9301
Mike George (660) 446-2216

Sponsored by: Northwest Missouri Artifact Collectors Association
and the Agency Community Center
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TODD WEDDLE/St. Joseph News-Press

A. small dreamcatcher dangles
from the rearview mirror as Mike
George drives the gravel roads of
Northwest Missouri.

Hobby grows
from unearthed

ancient artifacts
][ O3 "

' By KEN NEWTON
kenn@npgco.com

'St. Joseph News-Press

aleo man .%@womosma life
with hungty single-mind-
edness: ﬁE an mEEE
eat an animal, move on.
Ten millennia before
Christ lived, nomadic
hunters wandered the land-
scape that would become
Northwest Missouri, Native
Americans to the extreme.
They left a trail.
.- Mike George finds and pon-
ders what remains. .
“They weren’t even Indians
like you think about today,” he
says. “They were just little

survive.”

The farmer examines a flut-
ed point, the sharpened rock
used as a spear tip. .

“Just think, did the guy lose
this, did he throw it at some-
thing, how did it end up here |
thousands of years later from
when it was made, used and
lost?” he wonders. “That’s the
intriguing part.”

Mr. George calls himself an
avocational archaeologist. He
holds no formal education in
the discipline that has become
a second job for him and prides
himself on layman explana-
tions on matters prehistoric.

He recounts the passage of

ﬁBw as a series of cultural
IT1aménina hannman

-the land, thou-

hunter-gather-
ers who
become vil-
lage farmers
who become
traders. Glaci-
erscarveup & Anongoing
series of articles,
appearing
Thursdays,
depicting com-
pelling, unusual

sands of years
pass and
humans inter-
act as these

changes slow- or noteworthy

ly come people from the
Mr. George News-Press

49 mmwmaa.m g% -readership area.
e g

quiet ———

moments now

and then mulling how a list of
academic bona fides would
have chanoead his nassion He

decides he likes his own view.

“If 1 had been a profession-
al,” he said, “I might be like the
majority of professionals now,
that don’t see it like I do.”

He came from farm stock and
knew he would continue that
work. Graduating from South
Holt High School in 1972, he
spent a year in college studying
agriculture, then figured that
since farming would be his life,

‘he might as well get on with it.

The plows bit the George
ground and the upturned dirt
at times produced an arrow-
head. He'd climb down from
the tractor, pick it up and drop
the artifact in his shirt pocket.
Eventually, there were a dozen
nieces he left for safekeeping in

=

Mike George, 49, of
Oregon, Mo., walks a
creek bed recently
looking for artifacts.
Mr. George, a farmer
and self-taught archae-
ologist, discovered a
passion for the histori-
cal pastime when he
routinely found arti-
facts while working his.

farmland.

TODD WEDDLE
St. Joseph News-Press

a shoebox.

An epiphany came in 1981.
He and his wife, Beverly, would
build a new house adjoining
the family farmland on the out-
skirts of Oregon, Mo. A con-
tractor from Maryville, Mo.,
came to dig the basement and
asked a curious question after-
ward: “Did you bury some cat-
tle around the area?”

Actually, he dug on the site of
a previous house, but bones
came up in the excavation. And
as rains pounded the dirt that
wet spring, arrowheads, axes
and other artifacts came to the
surface. They gathered them,
and the local weekly published
a story about the find.
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FROM PAGE ONE

THUI

Farmer yields historical harvest near Or

Continued from Page A1

Three weeks passed, and Roy
Coy, a museum director of
national reputation from St.
Joseph, called to ask about the
artifacts. When Mr. Coy visited,
Mr. George listened closely — “I
didn’t want to appear the rube
that I was ... still am,” he said —
then admitted being lost by his
guest’s evaluation.

So Mr. Coy connected him
with the proper literature and
convinced him to walk his fields
.z. and other fields ... and stream
beds.

These long-ago people needed
but a few things, Mr. Coy
explained. A nearby source of
water, for one. The George prop-
erty has a spring where water
runs.out cold as winter. And ele-
vated ground for another, where
hunters could scan the country-
side for food or enemies. The
George house occupies a rise
above the fields.

Mr. George lived just g%mwm
prehistoric forebears had. The
_idea hooked him, and he puit on
his walking shoes.

“It was real hard to get mﬁ%
work done because every time it
rained, the next morning we’d
£0,” he said. “We hunted hard.”

He enlisted his father in the
hunt for artifacts. His two
daughters loved to go out with
their dad. Their outings num-
bered 50 to 100 times a year.

One day around Forbes, in
southern Holt County, Mr.
George and his father found 14
perfect arrowheads, a ,cozmbNm
never since equaled.

In their walks along creeks,
the Georges stepped among
items they would have previous-

Jer Ainnnsrmdad na Amsfiszrnnd Taad

TODD Emoorm\m.ﬁ Joseph 2m<<m..vamm

Students from the Stewartsville (Ms.) School District inspect a variety of
artifacts after Mike George gave a presentation last week.

them to recognize mammoth

teeth, remains of prehistoric

animals that once roamed here..
“This was here 35,000 to 40,000

,years ago, and here I am how

many eons later holding the
tooth of this elephant,” Mr.
George says.

The farmer fell hard into the

pastime. He devoured books on

earlier epochs. He accompanied
professionals on their digs. At
one time, he belonged to seven
different archaeological soci-
eties.

Ten years into the hobby, with
the artifacts outgrowing the dis-
play cases and becoming
unmanageable in numerous
boxes, Mr. George called in a
carpenter to construct a relic

Toom in his basement, with

lighted displays of Em Eos-
sands of finds.
Oz the glass. mﬁm:\mm are gm

L e Sy ey

in two decades of head-down
curiosity.

When a local teacher asked to
bring her students to see the
exhibit, word spread to educa-
tors in nearby Craig and Mound
City. He ended up doing six pro-
grams that year and found it
gratifying. Each time, questions
were asked he couldn’t answer.
So he researched and prepared
for the next time.

Now, he does 20 to 30 pro-
grams a year. A Farm Bureau
meeting in Rock Port. A Mis-
souri Humanities Council gath-
ering in Sedalia. A Daughters of
the American Revolution con-
vention at the Lake of the
Ozarks. Numerous school

‘groups.

“It’s enjoyable, but it’s hard to
schedule everything,” he says,
noting he turns down engage-
ments during spring planting

Mike George goes through his archeological collec-
tion in the basement of his home while preparing for
a presentation. Mr. George has amassed more than

quarter of his collection, 2,000 to
2,500 pieces, for the programs.
It’s all hands-on. This part he
loves, the sharing of his discov-
eries.

“Early on, and I told my wife
and my family, if I can’t share
this with people, if I have to
worry about somebody trying to
get hold of it or stealing it, I

.don’t want to do it,” he says.

Things have changed in arti-
fact gathering. No-till farming

means less upturned dirt, less
annantiimityr fan Flandine axrhaot

9,500 artifacts, su
mammoth teeth a
sures his discover|

passage in 1987 of the unmarked
human burial law makes any
discoveries complicated.

An unearthing of artifacts
with human bones must be
reported to the county sheriff,
who in turn reports it to a state
committee that has six months
to respond to the finding. In the
meantime, the excavation must
be stopped.

Savvy construction workers
learned to act like they never
see the artifacts and keeping

Aiceinea Mhits anx: itom of hic
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of artifacts are located in the basement of his farm home at Oregon, Missouri,
tly also chose to make their home.

This is a very small portion of the area used by archaeologist Mike George for
the site where prehistoric Americans apparen

displaying his collection of more than 7,550 artifacts. The cabinets and shelves

The Long Road to Now:

n Archaeological Journey
with Collector Mike George

In 1981, Mike George began building a house on his  and to travel it with Mike during one of his presentationsisa  the Onnmmwoﬂ_& mammoth, mastodon, or bison fossil).
e emmom Micesuri What he could not know  rewarding experience. In September, 1999, Mike lead St. Joseph’s recogni-
- . o et £ Miceauns Archasnlnov Month by speaking to an




but, as the contractor dug into the site, it became appar-  ing, hunting, early agriculiture,

ent that prehistoric Ameri-
cans had also claimed that
very spot as home.

Mike had been casu-
ally collecting artifacts for
years, storing them (as
boys do) in a-shoe box.
But what he found that
day changed his life. He
had uncovered a campsite,
immediately recognizable
as an important find.

He called Roy Coy, di-
rector of the St. Joseph
and Pony Express muse-
ums, and what he learned
so captivated him that he
began to absorb archeo-
logical knowledge likea
sponge and devote every
‘'spare minute to the search
for artifacts.

Today, his collection of over 7,5 50 items is recognized
as one of the finest representations of prehistoric Indian
life anywhere — and one of the most complete.

“I’ve been real happy that Roy guided me down this
road,” Mike says with a big grin. It has been a good road,

==

Besides human artifacts, there are the fossilized teeth and partial jaw of the
American mastodon, a prehistoric New World relative of the modern elephant.

Story by Harrison Hartley
Photos submitted by Harrison Hartley and Mike George

The skull cap of a bison is included in Mike

actions between tribes and with native plants and animals, and
the changes brought about by the coming of Europeans.

He illustrates his comments with an astonishing array of stone
knives, spears, grinders, bowls, ‘hammers, and restored tools,
musical instruments, game pieces, and weapons (not to mention

George's extensive collection of archaeological artifacts

social Tife AN CUSIUIS, MIITIT  CIUTUSTASIIT WTU e W S s~ == ==

tools and hunting tech-
niques of ancient man.

This year, on Tuesday,
September 5, at the arena,
he will discuss “The Agri-
cultural Practices and
Foods of the Mississippian
People, 900-1700 A.D.”

Sponsored by the St. Jo-
seph Parks, Recreation,
and Civic Facilities De-
partment, in cooperation
with the Sacred Hills As-
sociation and the Missouri
Archaeological Society,
the program (free and open
to the public) will begin at
7:30 p.m. with a video, “On
the Trail of the First Ameri-
cans,” followed by Mike at
8:00 p.m.

Then, at 8:45 p.m.,

there will be a special treat — free samples of native
American foods, game, and grains stone ground on the
spot. Mike will, of course, be on hand for comments and
discussion throughout what promises to be an entertain-
ing, informative, and worthwhile evening.

Beads made by prehistoric Indians living in the Loess Bluffs around Oregon,
Missouri, are one of the fine discoveries made by archaeologist Mike George.
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329 Noyes Hall P.O. Box 958
5 COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 65205
i 314-882-3544

Wj\j Missouri Archaeological Society
i

Dear Trustee,

I hope this summer season finds you well. I am sure that this is
a busy time of year for you, so I will try to take as little of your
time as possible. I am the new Chairman of Trustees for the society.

It is my belief, that we as trustees, should do as much as possible
to promote the society and archaeology in our area.Here is what I would
like for you to do.

First, take a few minutes and write down anything that you may have
done to promote the society in your area. This may include such things
as talks to school classes, scout groups, clubs, etec. Setting up dis-
plays at fairs, antique shows, or even in local librarys. Maybe you
have persuaded a friend to join the society by just talking. Please
drop me a line and let me know. If enough of you are interested, we
might get a section of the Quarterly to report trustee news.

Second, let me know what you think we should do as a group. One idea
given to me was for the trustees to operate the State Fair booth in 1989,
Another was to host part of a spring meeting. Any ideas you have will be
welcome and considered. | '

The last thing is this. If you are happy with the degree of involve-
ment that you have with the sodiety, please tell me. It will be pointless
for the trustees to set goals which we cannot possibly attain. Interest
has been expressed to me in all of the above ideas, but I need your
input. The Board of Trustees will be just what we make it. Please reply ,
so that I know where you stand as a Missouri Archaeological Society

Trustee.

AJAI%’ﬂUpQL Thank you,
mytﬁ4mwmlhunwl,lujtejl 3 . Mike George
”“?y ;5—Au,44u'4@“’ 2@@Q Rural Route 3
] Qﬁmg Comnio iﬁ_/?Si;E%jf Oregon, Missouri

Ph & . 64473
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| s 329 Noyes Hall P.O. Box 958

| F \ COLUMBIA, MISSOURI 65205
57 314-882-3544

Dear MAS Member:

We want to take this opportunity to thank you for your patronage of the Missouri
Archaeological Society for the 1987 year. Without your support the Society would not have
been able to meet its overall objectives and goals, and would not have been able to provide
services to its members. During 1987 you should have received four issues of the MAS
Quarterly. Volume 4, plus The Missouri Archaeologist Volume 48 (due out in December 1988).
For members who paid for 1986 and 1987, The Missouri Archaeologist, volumes 47 and 48 also
will be published this year.

You also should have received the first Quarterly for 1988--Volume 5 (2). Regreiiably,
we will not be able to send you 5(2) unless you renew for 1988. By paying your dues at this
time you will avoid any unnecessary delays in the receipt of the MAS Quarterly. '

During 1988 you will receive three more issues of the Quarterly, plus Volume 49 of The
Missouri Archaeologist. The Society also will have an information-and-education booth and
booksale at the Missouri State Fair in Sedalia, August 18-28. Persons interested in helping staff
this booth should contact the Society office (314-882-3544) for more information.

" Please use the following membership form for your renewal. Your prompt attention to
this request will be appreciated tremendously.
Sincerely,
a7 UE,, i S
Michael J. 0'Brien, MAS Secretary

~ L

June 15, 1988
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