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TOUR GROUPS AT THE PONY EXPRESS

Volunteer Dennis Riche leads a group on a tour of the Pony Express National Memorial.

The Pony Express National Memo-
rial has enjoyed an impressive in-
crease in adult group visitation since
the museum reopened in 1993. That
year, as in previous years, the mu-
seum was visited by approximately
a dozen adult tour groups. In 1994
the number increased to 35 tour
company visits and a dozen adult
groups from various travel and
hobby clubs. In 1995 the number
increased again to 60 tour company
visits and 26 visits by other types of
adult groups.

While reviewing the reservation
book for 1996, we were pleased to
notice that we had 59 tour buses and
four adult groups already booked in
1996. With most of the year still
ahead, 1996 is sure to be our best
year ever for tour group attendance.

We are particularly excited to an-
nounce that Tauck Tours is includ-
ing the Pony Express National Me-

morial in their new “America’s
Heartland” tour package.

Tauck Tours, in existence since
1925, has become one of the larg-
est companies in the travel indus-
try. For the past six years,

The new eight-day trip will
include all sorts of sights and
activities such as: the birth-
place of Ulysses S. Grant;
three presidential museums;
the Amana colonies; the
Roseman Bridge and
Francesca’s house in Madison
County; the original site of the
Field of Dreams where
“ghosts” appear in the corn-
field to play ball with inter-
ested guests; a working farm
and an authentic 1840s wagon
train trip.

In St. Joseph, Tauck guests
will enjoy lunch by the river
at the Sunset Grill before tour-
ing the Pony Express National
Memorial and heading off to
Kansas City to the Steamboat
Arabia Museum.

Photos by Clint Sims

Tauck Tours has been voted the
#1 Tour Company in America
by the American Society of
Travel Agents.

Last spring Phil Otterson, Di-
rector of Product Operations for
Tauck Tours, was escorted
through our region by Kris
Lokemoen, Group Tour Man-
ager for the Missouri Division
of Tourism. He liked what he
saw. In the August issue of
Tauck’s newsletter he wrote
about “Heading to the Heart-
land” in 1996. The Midwest is
an undiscovered destination
filled with Americana,” Mr.
Otterson observed.

Tour groups are becoming a common
sight at the memorial.
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her most ardent sup-

porter and the leader of
her fan club.

One of the significant
moments in the rela-
tionship between the
St. Joseph Museum
and Al and Esther
Kreek was our first
oral history recording
of music along the Or-
egon and California
Trails entitled “Touch
the Past.” Cindy Bar-

ber, an artist in

Cameron, was hired to
paint the recording’s
cover, which portrayed
a pioneer woman play-
ing a dulcimer with her
husband standing next
to her by a covered
wagon. You can see
the likenesses of
Esther and Al in that painting.

The staff has continued to grow since the last Prai-
rie View Festival, so a number of the staff never
had the chance to experience that part of the
museum’s history. Those of us who did went to
Al’s funeral. It was a time of sharing, a time of
music, and a time of story telling about that gentle,
supporting man.

The museum will continue to work closely with
Esther, although her workshops and commitments

\

Al Kreek proudly watches as Esther plays the dulcimer on the cover of “Touch The Past.”

are increasing dramatically all over the country, and
the opportunities for Esther to come to the St. Joseph
Museum are decreasing. However, she will be here
for the kick-off evening for Children’s Week on
April 9!

Although Al has not been with us for some time be-
cause of the advancing stages of Alzheimer’s, his im-
pact on Esther’s life and the lives of the people that
surrounded him will be felt for years. He enriched
the life of everyone who met him, and he is very
sadly missed. "

Cochlees=—
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THE TRUNK PROGRAMS

Clint Sims

Sarah Elder Curator of History at the St. Joseph Museum.

The St. Joseph Museum has always provided
programs for schools and civic organizations. It
might be a traveling exhibit that the teacher can
keep in the classroom or a curator might take some
artifacts from collections to a school and discuss
their significance.

As curator of history, I handle any request for a
historical program. The most requested program
for me is “The Trunk.” The Trunk is a large box
filled with artifacts, both antiques and replicas, that
would have been used on the Oregon-California
Trails. Some of the more popular items with the
students include the leather bullwhip, the cap and
ball pistol, and the punched tin lantern.

Since I started taking The Trunk out two years ago,
I have spoken at numerous schools in St. Joseph
and the surrounding area, including Parkway,
Humboldt, and Skaith Elementary Schools in St.
Joseph, and Stewartsville, Mound City, and Mid-
Buchanan Elementary Schools in Northwest
Missouri. Many of the teachers have an Oregon-
California Trails unit each year, so I have gone to
these schools on a repeat basis. For example,
Parkway Elementary celebrates Missouri Day
every October. They have speakers come to the
school to teach the students about various things in
pioneer history. This is the third year I have taken
The Trunk to Parkway.

I really enjoy taking The Trunk and other programs
to the different schools and watching the students’
faces when they learn something new about the
Oregon-California Trails or about St. Joseph
history. It is one of the more delightful aspects of

my job. %

CAROUSEL HORSE AT
ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Clint Sims
The Lake Contrary carousel horse previously donated
by Mrs. Manning Grimes has been restored to its
former glory. Visitors activate a motion sensor
causing the horse to move up and down while “In the
Good Old Summertime” plays in the background.

PRE-SPRING CLEANING

Jackie Lewin

Visitors always rate the Pony Express National Memorial
high in cleanliness. This is due to the staff members who take
pride in maintaining the museum. Pre-spring cleaning
around the covered wagon left to right: Amy Gloggner, Allana
Smith, Marcelene Green, and Kathy Reno.
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RECENT DONATIONS TO

NEW & RENEWED
MEMBERS:

THE COLLECTIONS

PONY EXPRESS
NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Rick Gilmore - Three maps of the Pony Express
Trail. All are illustrated with a picture of a saddle
and mochila, sketches of the states the trail went
through and a list of Pony Express Riders. The
artist is “Honnell - Kansas City, Kansas.” -

Dorothy King - A newspaper, “Winners of the
West,” Volume VII, Number 9, dated August 30,
1930. The newspaper was published monthly in
St. Joseph.

URGENT NEED FOR

VOLUNTEERS

The Pony Express National Memorial has an
urgent need for about 15 volunteers to help with
school groups. This would be a short-term com-
mitment on the part of a volunteer of one day (3
to 5 hours) a week for 9 weeks. April and May
are extremely busy with school tours. At times,
200 - 300 children visit in a four-hour period.
Guides are stationed around the exhibit area to
maintain the quality of their visit. This provides
someone to answer questions for the students
and to help them with the many hands-on exhib-
its. All volunteers will receive training and
guidance in a March 27 training session. If you
feel that you would like to make a donation of
your time and talents to the Pony Express Na-

tional Memorial, please contact volunteer coor-

dinator Allana Smith at 279-5059.

Terrance Allen

Mr. & Mrs. John Burns
Edward Cackowski

Mr. & Mrs. Fred Canfield
Mary Conrad

Catherine Crouch

Marion Davis

Connie Dilka

Mr. & Mrs. Walt Drannan
Mr. & Mrs. Michael Fisher

Mrs. Roy Nelson

Mrs. J. Norris

Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Reck
Mr. & Mrs. Kenneth Rhoades
Michael & Nancy Roddy
James H. Roth

Jean Runquist

Mr.& Mrs. Gene Sanders
Mrs. Don Schuler

Mr. & Mrs. Leroy Stingley

Mr. & Mrs. Rod Fletcher Dr. John Tapia
Stanley & Doris Hall Mr. & Mrs. Richard Thomas
Alex Horvath Don & Beverly Thornton
Mr. & Mrs. Randy Herzog ~ David & Lynn Tushaus
Kenneth Hines, PhD. Mr. & Mrs. C. VanderMolen
John & Betty Holton Randall Vanoel
Wilma & Dorothy Hurst Mr. & Mrs. Clyde Weeks
Geraldine Jackson Huston Wyeth
Robert E. Johnson Mr. & Mrs. W.O. Wylie
Robert & Mary Kemp
John Klein Businesses:
Veda Lewis Boehringer Ingleheim
Mr. & Mrs. Larry Lucas Robert J. Brown Lumber
Mariella Manville
Memorials
St. Joseph Museum

From Clark and Nancy Hampton
In Memory of Al Kreek

From Clark and Nancy Hampton
In Memory of Hilda Gordon Rosenthal

From Clark and Nancy Hampton
In Memory of Bob Schmidt

Pony Express National Memorial
From Richard DeShon
In Memory of David Polsky

From Richard DeShon
In Memory of Frank Erickson

From St. Joseph Museum staff
In Memory of Frank Erickson




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

April 3 - 136th Anniversary of the Pony Express.

April 9 - Opening day activities of Children’s Week at the St.
Joseph Museum at 1100 Charles Street. Activities will take
place from 3:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. For more information call
the St. Joseph Museum at 232-8471.

April 10 - 14 - Continuation of Children’s Week at the St.
Joseph Museum. Open 9 a.m. - 5 p.m., April 10 thru 13 and
open 1 p.m - 5 p.m., Sunday, April 14.

April 13 & 14 - Pony Express Anniversary Celebration.
Regular museum hours. For more information call the Pony
Express National Memorial at 279-5059.

April 29 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will meet at
7:30 in the community room of the Pony Express National
Memorial. Kickoff of the state-wide Archaeology Week with
special guest speaker Ralph Rowlett.

April 30 - During the day at the St. Joseph Museum, 1100
Charles St., St. Joseph, Missouri, Mary Knab will discuss the
special “King Hill Artifact” exhibit to visitors.

May 1 - During the day at the St. Joseph Museum, 1100
Charles, St. Joseph, Missouri, Tom Holloway will explain
artifacts in the Jesse James exhibit to visitors.

May 1 - During the day at the Robidoux Row Museum, 3rd
& Poulin Sts., St. Joseph, Missouri, Margaret Fisher will
explain the archaeological excavation at the museum

to visitors.

May 3 - During the day at the St. Joseph Museum, 1100
Charles St., St. Joseph, Missouri, Edward Barlow will
discuss the Archaeology exhibit with visitors.

May 3 - During the day at the Pony Express National
Memorial, 914, Penn St., St. Joseph, Missouri, Michael
Fisher will explain the archaeological excavation at the
museum to visitors.

May 7 - Field trip to Kansas City to view Smithsonian
Exhibition. For more information call the St. Joseph
Museum at 232-8471.

May 10, 11, &12 - Heritage Weekend. Special activities and
events at both the St. Joseph Museum and Pony Express
National Memorial. Regular museum hours.

May 14- Gateway Chapter of OCTA meeting at 7:00 in the
community room of the Pony Express National Memorial.

May 27 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will meet at
7:30 in the community room of the Pony Express
National Memorial.

June 17-21 - Museum Camp. For more information call
232-8471

S 10

Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.
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