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PART I: SITE AND EXCAVATION DESCRIPTION

This report describes the early historical material re-
covered from the 1966 and 1972 excavations of the King Hill
site(23Bn1), attempts to separate it into analytical units,
and examines the suggestion by Ruppert(nd:i128) that the abo-
riginal occupation of the site occurred around A.D. 1700.

The King Hill site is an Oneota village in northwestern
Missouri, on the east bank of the Missouri River. It is prob-

ably an historic Kansa village site that was occqpied for only

. -a short period of time (Ruppert, nd).

The d te was at one time believed to have been totally

) éﬁéstroyed by constrvotion in the town of St. Joseph, but a

o

small portion of the site was discovered in 1966. A joint
eiéavation, directed by Dale R. Henning, was undertaken that

same year by the St. Joseph Public Museum, the St. Joseph

. Historical Society, and the University of Missouri.

. The 1966 excavations ®@ nsisted of 15 ten-foot squares
and two short exploratory trenches. The soil removed was dAry
screened through +-inch mesh and the materials were field
sorted by the sreening personnel.

The 1972 excavations were made possible by a National
Scienté Foundation grant(P250808). Only ten five-foot squares
were opened, but the rew very techniques employed were far more
exacting., All of the removed soil was forced through one-sixteenth
inch screen under hydraulic pressure, and large soil samples

were collected for flotation analysis.




®*

L

The 1966 excavations revealed four stratigraphic zones:
1)Plow Zohe 2)RecentiFill 3)Dark Trénsition Zone 4)Midden Zone.
These zones appeared to fill an old erosion ditch to a depth of
nearly ten feet(Ruppert, nd:4). The top three zones contain both
recext and early, aboriginal associated materials. Only the lowest
zone(lMidden Zone) is relatively undisturbed; it contains both
aboriginal and early historic artifacts.

As both the 1966 and 1972 excavations were done in arbitrary
levels for the most part, it is diffiarlt to determine precisely
the exact depth at which the llidden Zone begins, especially for

some of the squares dug in 1966, where no stratigraphic illustrations

are available.

For the purposes of this report, the following methods were

‘used to determine minimum Midden Zone depth:

1) Squares 8, 13 and 14 have Midden Zone level designations
so artifact-zonal assignations were immediately evident.

2) SQuares 1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 have stratigraphic profiles
available so artifact-zonal assignations were made on the
basis of the deepest point in the profile where the lidden
Zone was shown to begin. |

3) Squares A, B, C, D, E, EE and EEE probably have strati-
graphic correlation to the profiles mentioned above so
artifact-zonal assignations were made’oh the basis of
corresponding squares. (Map 2 and Figure 1)

4) Squares F, FF, FFF, G, GG, GGG and EEE probabaly have
a profile similar to that shown to the left of the 12°

Extension Trench in Figure 1. Artifact-zonal assignations

were made on the basis of highest Midden ey '“”‘t‘pO”W\ :>



Zone level at the extr me right of the profile(Fig.1)
as the bottom of tthravine appears to be located just
to the left of this point. If indeed the stratigraphy
of these alphabetic squares is approximately the same

as the numeric squares on the other side of the 12!

Extension Trench then the minimum Midden Zone level
would increase to the right(North) and-some artifacts
that belong in the Midden Zone will not be assigned to
it if the one:minimum'depth is used for all the squares,
but this is better than including non-midden artifacts
in the iidden Zone in case the interpolated stratigraphy
is in:erxor.

5) Squares 15 and 16 yielded no early historic artifacts
80 they can be ignored by this report.

W’gco drﬁ{ééccévé;y technique & e Miia&d&-ng—th@—
mesh size diffcrerees between the 1966 and 1972 excavations -and-
the-partizi—completion—offine-matertealSorting from-1972, the
smaller early historic artifacts represent only a partia;, non-
random sample. Because of this and the lack of"stratigraéhié
profiles for much of the site, this report will use only two rriﬁéb
H Midden.Zone and Dis- f

zones i
turbed Zone. The Distaurbed Zone includes the Plow Zone, the

Recent Fill Zone and the Dark Transition Zone.




PART II: THE EARLY HISTORIC MATERIAL

Historic s tes axd Historic Archaeology in the United States
have both been defined in a number of ways. The differences in
the various definitions have usually been due:to :emphasis.
Harrington(1952) stressed remains directly associated with Buro-
pean-Americans while Fontana(1965) stressed aboriginal sites wi th
associated Furopean-American materials and/or records.

More recently, Schuyler(1970) has proposed:sime standard j
definitions. He defines(p.84) Historical Archaeology as "The study E
of material remains from any historical period." He doesn't require.

any written sources to determine a "historical period."™ Schuyler

(1970:84) then defines Historic Sites Archaeology as "The study
of material manifestations of Buropean culture into the non=-
Furopean world starting in.the 15th century and ending with
industrialization or the.preéesent:depending on local conditions." :
Furthermore, indigenous sites become historic sites “when their |
basic cultural and ecological patterns have been altered by contact

and when this is displayed in the archaeological data™ (Schuyler
1970:85).

There are a number of problems with Schuyler*s scheme. First,

~

he dates the historic period as starting with the Spanish explor-
ations of the New World. This would classify the Norse remains
in "Vinland" as prehistoric although they contain European goods.

Sem ndly, .Schuyler requires that the "basic cultural and ecological

pattern" of the aboriginal group be "altered by contact" and
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this alteration "displayed in the archaeological data."
In the case of King Hill, the early non-indigenous aboriginal
cooking

materials are generally of a decorative nature. No <mm
utensils, weapons or heavy tools of Furopean origin have been

directly associated with the aboriginal occupation. It would

appear that the native culture wasn't significantly altered by
non-indigenous materials so by .Schuylerts definition the early
"historic" materlalsL&;éégéyilstorlc.

This report, however, does not completely accept Schuylert's
definitions. It sees historic sites as being of three basic types:

1) Aboriginal sites yielding non-indigenous artifacts in such
numbers as to indicate that more than just a small\minority of
the aboriginal population had access to them, 2) Aboriginal si tes
documented by historical sources, 3) European-American sites (usually
having historical importance). |

" On the basis of these definitions, the King Hill site as
a whole(the aboriginal and late ﬂistoric component) can be defined
on the basis of all three.

Aithough King Hill has two major components, there are three
main artifaet groups: Aboriginal artifacts(pottery, stone tools, etc.),.
Early Historic artifacts, and Late Historic artifacts. The primary
concern of this rcport is with the Early Historic material., Although
this material is of a general, undiagnostic variety, its presence

alone is helpful in tedpbses analysis, o€ Kz»\? Hl),

Loy nwwener, wwo felline o l”‘bv“ of Sypes fow the




The main reason for separating the Eerly and Late historic
materials is to see what kinds of and to what extent non-indigenous
materials were being utilized by the original inhabitants of King
Hill. This information has some importent implications as to the
extent of culture change brought about by the presence of foreign
£00ds, Aad As Jo  when the side was Qst 0&.\»\‘\1@1.

It was necessary, then, to define a number of types for the
Early Historic material at King Hill., These types were based on
the artifacts from the relatively undisturbed Midden Zone, on
types from contemporaneous sites in central North America, and on.
early records of trade. o

Using these three criteria, seven Early Historic artifact
types were set up: 1) Brass/Copper Cones 2) Brass/Copper Tubes
3) Brass/Copper Blanks 4) Brass/Copper Coils 5) Brass/Copper’Beads
6) Glass Beads 7) Iron Fragments.

- Types One thxough’Five appear to be only characteristic of
1c aborlglnal occupatl 1 of King Hill while Types Six and Seven
are also characteristic of the later occupation. Other Late items
recovered include marbles, eyelets, a variety of glass, china,
springs, nails, wire, tar, rubber, toys and other items too numerous

__--___-_—-_-‘_“—--_
to mention. Qitct”. e devee Rde o(-%b- roka(( Qov« ad i Iuw{ ?NK do *r"
Listed below are the sites used for comparative purposes. -*’Qﬁ

These sites represent only a regional survey and, admittedly,
there are a number of other sites that could have been included.
The following sites should, however, be adequate for the purposes

of this paper.



/The most spectacular

iter from this relatively rncent component was a cast iron

banlen Ehe sh%pe of a clown/or a jester.(Plate 5) Cleaning
vnSte
of theqbank with an alr-abrasive unit not only revealed fine

details and the. head of the sgﬁw in back that held it together,
but also revealed that it had originally been painted red and o

.y i

gold.
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’TW f&e%érmaneiﬁagiher~erﬁnet—a—par%&eulanﬂsite,_inua_pariiguwlar
Q Lrga=rist— . . i
" . region, at a particular time centeained-the-Heriy Historic—tmterials
gzidgntmaiazing*HIII“EHﬂ“tU*&etermine;§y§$“ﬁﬁﬁtﬁﬁjﬁma%eria&s-we@e,

present that-weren'i-found-at-king-Jis
preliminary survey of fthese sites,

CENTRAL PLATNS

Doniphan (D)
Sources:gtWedel(1958)
Cultural Affiliation: Kansa
Date: Early 18th Centrury

Fanning (F)
Sources{iﬁedel(t959), Henning(1970), Schock and Bass(1966)
Cultural Affiliation: XKansa ~
Date: 1675=-1700 (?)

Utz (U)i) gevvy ¥
Sources: sChapman( 1942), -Henning( 1979),: Bray(1970)5”DaYlS(197=
Cultural Aiciliation: Oneota
Date: 1685-1723

Late Missouri (IM) - also referred to as Gumbo Point

and Missouri Village ?

Sources: Chapman(1959), Hemning(1970), Davia(1972)
Cultural Affiliation: Missouri
Date:.1727=1777

),

MIDDLE MISSOURI 5

Gillette (G) :
Sources: Brown(1964), Davis(1972)
Cultural Affiliation: Arikara
Date: 1700-1800

£ T T
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Cofrees: Svensl 1966), otooRonsond 10703, Davie(1e72)

Caloaal A liablon: arlicrs
Takes
/_ .
UPPER MISSISSIPPI VALLEY
Bell (B)

Sources: Quimby(1966), w1ttry(1963)
Cultural Affiliation: Fox
Date: 1680-1730
orr Focus (OF) = various sites; ORegan important

Sources?’Wedel(1959§ M, Wedel(1959), Henming(1970),
Davis(1972

Cultural Affiliation: Oneota
Date: 1625-1700

UPPER GREAT LAKES
Frank Bay (FB)
Sources: Ridley(1952), Quimby(1966)
- Cultural Affiliation: Huron~ILizlonde
Date: 1650~1670

Cahiaque (C)
Jources: Ridley(1952), Quimby(1966)
Cultural Affiliation: Huron
Date: pre-1650

Ossossane (0)
Source3° Ridley(1952), Quimby(1966)
Cultural*Afflllatlon- Huron
Date: pre~1650




Three records of early trade were also consulted: 1) The
inventory of a trader in the Illinois country in 1688 (Bauxar,
1959); 2) Father Hennipin's lists of early:trade goods from 1698
(Quimby, 1966). Although these lists were probably plagarized
and not a first-hand observation on Hennipin's part, Quimby(1966:7)
feels that they are accurate, 3) Father Jean~Bergqr's lists of
trade goods presented to the Kaskaskia Indians to keep.thém from
moving away fron Cahokia in 1701 (Caruso, 1966) . {

Using the comparative sites, early records, and Midden Zone
materials, the following t&pes of Early Historic artifacts were
defined; Determinations of brass and copper were made on & .visual
basis after a portion of the artifact had been scratched with a
knife. Although the accuracy of this test is questionable especially
when one considers the variability in the chemical make-up of AP
early trade items; it indica ted that the majority of the metal
Early artifacts were made of brass not copper. This would tend to
mle out the possibility that a significant number of the artifacts

came from indigenous sources.

e e
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Three records of early trade were consulted o elp in

e ef nltion bf types:/N) Th nventofly of = ader i
= 195)0 ) F:ter H

/

ade /gogds ffom 16987 fuimby), 166).,er

llinls cotintry in 1688/ (Bauxs

ean (Berger¥s|list :f:‘ bicade/ gogds presented to Kask

0 keep them from --” [rofi Cahokia in 701/ (

Using the :
ritl. the mdterial from the Midden Zone the following fypes were

‘ {\’\":A - ] »
mpara‘--.-:tl/. e gifes and 6. early| recor

1) Cones -~ (Plate 1, Top Row) /loften referred to as fringe
clips or tinkler cones. They were probably attached to clothing

for decorative or musical purposes. Conesiare made by rolling up
- trapezoidal pieces of brass or copper.that were usually cut out
of sheet metal kettles (Quimby, 1966:72). The Kingf.“‘Hill examples

¥ average about 25 mm in length with a range of 37.1 mm to 16,1 mm.

p. 24
Average base diameter is about 10 mm. Of the 12 /Qones found at

King Hill, 4 are made of copper and 8 of brass. Cf the four )

found in the Midden Zone, 3 were brass.
 Similar examples were found at:Doniphan,’ Fa.rming,vBell, X
Frank Bay,' Utz, and:-Late Missouris. o wis o AL wvg | & g

~-‘Irade.kettles of brass-and copper,’theiprobable:raw material,

are:mentioned’ by the:Illinois:trader:of: '1-688’33’?"’Eéztherﬁfﬁennipihf;£i§é,h&

-Father Berger,



2) Tubes - (Plate 1, Bottom Row) — This type could be
further divided into three sub-types on the basis of diameter,
but in genera;Aéfé tubes of brass or copper made by rolling up
squares or rectangles of metal. 54 examples of this type were
recovered at King Hill with 15 from the Midden Zone. Only a
few were made of copper. If the three sub-types are set up,
Sub-type 1 would have an average diameter of 12 mm and an average
length of about 30 mm. The tubes of this sub-itype are not always
closed and resemble small rings. Sub-type 2 average about 7mm
in diameter and 20 mm in length. This sub-~type is the most
common. Sub-type 3 consists of small tubes that almost resemble
thick wire and are usually quite a bit longer than the first two
sub-types. Average length is 35 mm with diameters averaging only
2-3~mm. The tubes in general were probably used as large beads
or clothing decorations.

Tubes were found at Doniphan, Fanning, Orr Focus and Utz.
T “higt O
3) Blanks - (Plate 2, Bottom Row) -Aﬁrapezoid 7y, Tectangular,
' carldl laee feten
square, or irregular pieces of brass and copper pxebabiy used to

make the cones and tubes. 57 examples were found at King Hill
in a variety of sizes. 20 were in the Midden Zone.
Thiie- ane:
4) Coils - (Plate 2, Top Row) = @irclets of small tubing or
wire of brass or coppers They average 8 mm in diameter. Only .
1 of the five examples from King Hill was from the Midden Zone. |
It is interesting that only the Midden example was made of COPPET, 4

LOL(‘ ((’ "7@ 0"{1—&%* 4/ e Og 614/93 = ‘
The coils probably served a decorative purpose. Mildred‘Wede1(195Q)

Y=
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notes similar coils at the Orr Focus sites in northern Iowa
and calls them ear ornaments. Other examples were found at
Fanning gnd Utz.

5) ﬁrass and Copper Beads = (Plate 3, Top Row) - This type
is made by rolling up narrow strips of brass or copper and are
significantly smaller than the Tube type examples, Thé King
Hill specimens average about Smm in width and 3 mm in diameter.
68 were found at King Hill with 25 in the Midden Zone. They are
also noted at Bell, Ossossane, and Utz,

6) Glass Beads - (Plate 3, Bottom Row) - A total of 132 gltw 4al.
poseiblOA@arIy"His%eyiefexampies'were found at King Hill, and
ﬁj%; of ;pem appeared to be wire-wound. Three sub-types were
-ee%—up. Sub-type 1 are small, rounded tube-beads similar to
the IIa variety in Kidd and XKidd(1970). They are sometimes

e ] " " b « Various colors
r ferred to as "seed" or "pony" beads //73wéntfhuau4¢ “AZkffu
representedslncludlng blue, white, black and green7\69 were
NELOVE bt
@@mﬂaﬁ the Midden Zone,of—the~t17Ttotals Sub-type 2 are

similar to the Kidd and %}dd(1970) variety Iﬁ? -alsoibutsare

’(W(\ Yo Y Serd! hea
;larger Twmi‘wmezan cone.dark:blue «vxamp&es-were in the
ttwetrwat, —{dit

Mid@en Zone of fthe tetz: 9 found at King Hill. Sub-type 3
contains miscellaneous and unidentified varieties. 5‘were.£ound
in the Midden. The whlte examples may be made of shell.

Many of the beads, esnecially the "seed" beads appear to be

R ,?\» :

N qulte weathered.-Glass/beads in general were found at Fanning,'
) ,T,\} TS SIS .
'Donaphan, Utz,hprg Focus, Bell, Ossossane, Cahlque, Erank Bay,
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and Gillette. They are in the lists of the Illinois Trader,
Father Hennipin, end Father Berger. It is of note that King
Hill had no wire-wound beads and more "seed" beads than con-
temporaneous areal sites, although the more intensive recovery
techniques employed at King Hill probably account: for the
relative abundance of the small beads.

7) Iron Fragments - Qnly'a few small, heavily corroded
p;eces of iron were found in the Midden Zone at King Hill and
,ﬂghe‘of these resembled, gun parts or the heavier trade objects

suchk- as hoes, axes, and hatchets. Iron fragments:were found at

10 |

all of the other sites surveyed. Iron objects are listed by the -

Illinois Trader and Father Hennipin. Father Berger lists only
v b

"knives", but they are -mesy

There were three other objects from King Hill that were
not found in the Midden Zone, but may be EBarly Historic: An \
iron knife blade in three sections and heavily ruste%c a piece

: ey B
of a brass kettléxwith the hole for handle, and a brass bell.

Wede)
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PART III: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

In order to properly iﬁvestigate Ruppert*s(1974) suggestion
that King Hill was occupied around 1700 A.D.,;a.brief overview
of the early history is required. It is not the purpose of this
report to provide a detailed historical study of the Central
Plains in iegard to early explorations and records. That has
been adequately covered elsewhere; Nasatir(1952):iﬁedel(1959).
Henning(1970), and Garraghan(1934).

European contact with ﬁhe Central Plains begins in the
middle of the 16th centrury with the Spanish. In 1541, De Soto
was in southern Missouri (Sampson, 1973) and Coronado was in
E?e Quivira villages between the Smoky Hill and Kansas Rivers
(X;edel, 1959). . v-\w\‘(;LIO

Cgiﬂﬁﬁfﬁihff'2??&3?~§}a88 pﬁfdsvi? SP? gguthwesem822re?een,
1971),Tand He, noted that a Plains Apache chief had "a small
pmece of coPP:;Land some other metal® (Wedel, t959 325)e In
1542, Pather Jdun de Padilla returned to the Quivira villages
(Wedel, 1959:21).

Franc1sco Bonilla and Antonio de Humana were in the Central
Plains in 1593 or 1594. Boltan(19163201) believes they reached
the Platte Rlver, but WEde1(1959 21) thinks they only went as
far as the bmogy Hill or Kansas. '

A Juan de Onate led an expedition into the southern Plains
in 1601 and probably reached the same Quivira villages that

Coronado had visited earlier(Wedel, 1959).
A

11

L e



The French started exploring the Mississippi valley in the

5 S -

-

e

5

later part of the 17th’century. They had been established in
the eastern Great Lakes region since the beginning of that
century. Like the Spanish they sought riches, but of a less
legendary nature; furs instead of gold. ) i
e ijkscaN;in,giﬁtev/
In 1673, Marquette and Joliet followed the—I3dinoisRiver
“o
south—-to the Mississippi and followed:it to the Arkansas River.
They noted the Liissouri River mouth and called it the “Pek-

itanoui® (Sampson, 1973:75).

A lnets R~
La Salle, following the seme=iwmi-tiel-voun

apignliet, continued on down the Mississippi to the Gulf of

el el

9

Mexico reaching it in 1682. He claimed the entire liississippl

valley for France (Sampson, 1973).
It is about this time that signicant amounts of trade
goods began to reach the Central Plains although small amounts

ye-

of Euﬁzﬁjpn objects were probablyhin the area due to thre Spanish
andAdiffusion from eastern North America,
The establishment of forts,'t;ading.posts and missions

teiks ‘ . o
of an .influx of the heavier trade goods

such as. guns, hoes, hatchets, axzes, and bottles. Fort Crevecoeur
was established on the Illinois River in 1680. Fort Prudhomme

on the southern Mississippi River and Fort St. Louis on the
Illinois River were founded in 1682. The Cahokia Mission near
present day St. Louis was established in 1698. Phillips(1961:235)
reports that in the case of Fort St. Louis thousands of Indians

came to tfade.

12



There were almost certainly traders in the King Hill aréa
by 1700.-as the accuracyZOf:earlykﬁaps attests(Wedel, 1959:28).
Garraghan(1934:57) reports that traders were on the lower -
Missouri in 1680 or 1681 aling with the Missouri Indians.
Access to the Missoup;{?a&%é; noden gézgié;:?@;; pézgzgf;éﬁ‘°
limited as aboriginal groups were known to be jealous of their
trade and prevented traders from reaching their neighbors (Henning,
1970:29). Although the traders themselves may not have penetrated
the Missouri River much before the turn of the 18th century, it
is ré%onable to assume that some of their goods did.

The first documented ascent of the Missouri by a White
man is supposedly that\of Barén le Hontan in 1689 although the
Nreliabllity of his Cl“lm is in question (Sampson,1973:76).
" Le Hontan in his New Voxages to North America said he "paddled

for“weeks" up the Missouri which he called the "Long River"
(Phillips, 1961:485).

Delisle's map of 1700-1703 shows a remarkable geographical
knowledge of théa623€¥él Plains and the’Missourl River. Iberville
in 1702 commented that there were "Canadians® in bands of seven
or eight on the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers (Wedel, 1959:28).

In 1708, Nicolas de la Salle siéd that French voyageurs
had ascended the Missouri at least "three of four hundred leagues"
(Phillips, 1961: 487). A league at that time probahly equaled

four or five miles (Wedel, 1959:28).

13
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LRAY
La liothe-Cadillac wrotqﬁ$hat on the Nebraska or Platte

River lived "Indiens friendly to the French. Beyond these were
iy , St

k.
§

ng%ne Pavnee and still\ﬁurther were the Pammahas, who were some-

tim~g visited by the French" (Phillips, 1961:487).

It was known even earlier that the French and the Pawnee
were allies. Pueblo Indians revolted against the Spanish several
times in the latter part of the 17th century, Sometime before

s p, B2 S :
1680,Jaun de Archuleta brought back some Pueblo®,who had fl§;65?

AN
[
to the Plains fromTaos. #The fugitives were found fn—#&ggégfen

ot es—nd=giiwew piecces of copper and tin which they said
: Themas 1935 B2
they had ob%ained from the Quivira pueblos™ (Wedeir=tSSo¥a%s).
1459:23
unedefibelieves they -got._the trade goods from the French.

™ back Pueblos who had fled into the Plains heard that the Apaches

ot g e o et

/ﬁﬁfy»&’ Another Spanish expedition in 1706 attempting to bring

SN
¥
é@

\;Syzg\ﬁhere being attacked by the Pawnee and the French. In 1720, a

e v
Spanish military expedition to the southern Plains ﬁas»defeatgd

— e

e o e T A AT R e

by the French and Pawneeg(@pe Viiiasur expeditiog%gWedel, 1959).
The first good information from the King Hill';rea comes

——
—_—— -

froﬁbﬁburgmond in 1714 who was living in a Missouri Indian

village above the!Grand« River gﬁédel 1959:28). Wedel feels that do
Bcué%ond's information regarding the area assisted De;islewwith

his map of 1718. The map shows several "Cansez" villages.

The Kansas River is called the "Grande Riviere des Cansez."

On the west bank of the Missouri River is a small river called

the "Petite Riv. des Cansez" which enters the liissouri between

14



the Kansas and the Platte Rivers. On a tributary to the southwest
of the "Grand Riviere® is one Kansa village vhile another is on
the "Petite" f@edel, 1959:29).

In 1723, de Bourguond established Fort Orleans on the Missouri
near the mouth of the Grand River. The fbrt was about 100 miles
overland from King Hill and about 150 miles down river from the
site. La Renaudiere, a French engineer, described a Kansa village
in 1723 consisting of 150 lodges on a small stream near the Missouri
River 30 leagues up the river from Fort Orleans@@edel, 1959:29).

The next year, de Bourgmond led an expedition overlénd from
Fort Orleans to contact the Kansa living there. After a five-day
march they reacﬁ%&f%ﬁgkﬁ;;sourl River where the Kansa village
stood near the west bank. They camped on the east bank one night
before proceeding across on the following day (Caruso, 1966:272).

It is fairly certain that this Kansa village is the Doniphan

site. It is also probzb 1y the Kansa v1llage on the "Petite Riv. Efﬁﬂ

‘\’\r\er s popably the Fanw
des Cansez" on Delisle's map of 1718. uwes later noted on

on}

the Montigny map of 1728 and by LewisAand ;{;rk in 1804, although
the site was abandoned by the time of the American expedition.

Fort Orleans was abandoned in 1728.'Although French traders
almost certainly ®ntinued to be in the area, the next documented
French presence on the lower lissouri appears to be that of the
Mallet brothers in 1739 who went up as far as the Niobrara River.
La Verendrye came down out of Canada in 1738 and again in 1742

to explore the lMiddle Illissouri region.

15



In 1764, the Treay of Fontaineblean ceeded the Louisiana
territory to Spain. Immediately thereafter, indigenes in the
southern and central Mississippiﬁgt ted aquiring large amounts
of Spanish goods, although there were still many French traders
in the ar ea. France later got Louisiana back in 1800 and the
subsequent sale of the territory to the United States in 1803
prompted the ascent of the entire Missouri River by Lewis and
Clark the following year.

Joseph Robideux of St. Louis established a trading post
near the King Hill site in 1826 and the town of St. Joseph,
Missouri, developed rapidly, becoming the eastern terminal of

the Pony Express and one of countless "Gateways to the West."

16



PART IV: CCONCLUSIONS

. The 1966 excavatlows at XKing Hill indicated that the liidden
QQQZ may have been stratlfled in respect to the presence or absence
of tride goods (Ruppert, nd:6). The 1972 excavations tend %o in-
dicate thetthis isn't true; the Midden Zone appears to have been
laid down repidly and does not yield evidence of stratification.
Ruppert's(nd) analysis of the vertbrate faunal remains from King
Hill suggests that the site was either occupied for a short period
of time or that there was no change in the exploitative-patterns;
both of these are probably the case. The Western European materials
found in the aboriginal component. were either brought to the site
Whemqq;:;;'it was established or they were acquired soon after,

There were five major areas in North America from which
the majority,ofiﬁgggpean trade goods originated: French eastern
Canada and Louisiana, the Spanish Southwest and Florida, and the
British-Dutch Atlantic seaboard. Although the Plains were one of
last native areas to be penetrated by the full force of Western
Culture, small groups of traders and native trade networks provided
the Plains with some.trade goods before the establishment of posts
in the early 18th century.

Native trade networks have been well documented(Ewers,1954,1955;
Wood, 1967; Henning,1970; Caruso,1966). The Kansa wvery:likely.ac-
quired relatively'small amounts of trade goods from the Southwest
and from the north through other Indian "middle-men." The Pawnee
and Apache appear to have been the Southwestern links.for:Spanish

goods, while the Assiniboins, at least initially, probably provided
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the Plains with French and English goods (Caruso, 1966:304).

The majority qf early trade goods recovered from archaeological
sites are relatively undiagnostic, since the small iron objects
(like knives) are heavily rusted and the brass axd copper kettles
have been reworked into cones, tubes, rings, bracelets, and coils.
Glass beads a e perhaps the only exception because they are both
durable and have limited usage.

Trade beads a e not, however, an easy solution to the problems
of dating and origin. Almost all early glass beads ceme from
Venice so there is only one primary source for them. The European
nations did have some “"cultiral preferences", though, and the
varieties illustrated in Sorensen(1971) from the Spanish Southwest
" and those illustrated by Quimby(1966):from the French Great Lakes
and Touisiana appear quite different.

Trade bead typologies like those of Quimby(1966) are based on
certain "hallmark" types, usually represented by the more elaborate
varieties., The glass beads from the llidden Zone at King Hill
are, unfortunately, very simple monochrome, unfaceted types. The
great majority of them are small Type IIa(Kidd and Xidd, 1970)
or "seed beads."

Quimby(1966:87) doesn't consider "gseed beads™ to be typical
items of trade until $§S>Late Historic period(1760-1820). This
may not be the case, however, since only recently have intensive !
recovery techniques been used when digging sites. The 1966 excava-
tions at King Hill yielded no "“seed beads™, but the 1972.excavéfion§, ‘
~employing more intensive recovery techniques, yielded a good

i

nusber of thenm, ?

i



The trade materials associatéd. with the Early component at
King Hill are most likely from either the Spanish Southwest or
the French Great Lakes region. Although they are undiagnostic,
the trade materials at King Hill still give a good indication
as to the approximate time they were obtained thuschelping to.:
date the Kansa occupation of King Hill,

Trade goods were in the Southwest by the mid-16th century
and in the eastern Great Lakes region by 1620(Quimby, 1966:25).
The Southern Plains obtained: trade goods, for the most part,
before the Northern Plains did. The Quivira villages, however,
had trade goods by 1680 that were apparently from French sources
\ﬁhedul, 1959:23).

There are no trade goods in the Oneota:Blue .Earth Pocus
Z%edel, 1959:605),: while. some: Orr Focus sites have trade goods
(M. Wedel, 1959). This would indicat e that Buropean materials
are appearing in the Upper Mississippi Valley éﬁgéﬁlahl(boa

In the Middle Missouri, trade goods aren't found in Terminal
Middle WMissouri, Initial Coalescent, or Extended Coalescent sites
(Lehmer, 1971). They first appear in the Post-Contact Coaliescent,
which would date the appearance of trade goods in the region at
about 1675(Lehmer, 1971:131). ‘

5 Trade 5oods began appearing in quantities in the southern
3»1391ppi Valley in t> 1atter part of the 17th century with
the establlshment of French outposts there., Willey(1966:252)

notes tuat French accounts of Natchez burial customs in 1699

indicate that the Natchez still retained their aboriginal cultural

"vigor", and native cultures to the north were probably not seriously

E



disturbed although they did have some trade goods.

Documented contact with Central Plains groups by Furopeans
generally doesn't come until the early 18th century, except for
the few brief references by Spanish expeditions into the southern
Plains, and the natives encountéred by the French in their explor-
ations of the Mississippi River. Marquette mentions the Osage in
1673, but his information was second-hend, from other aborigines
(La Flesche, 1914-15:43). They were first directly contacted by
a documented Buropean in 1719(Chapman, 1974:27). It wasn't until
the middle of the 18th century that the Osage were seriously
affected by contact(La fleSche, 1914-15:43).

The earliest reference to the Ponca was on the Delisle map
.thl718, yet there wasn?t a documented Furopean contact until
;T?8§(Howard, 1965:24-25}? Howard(1965:26) notes that the Ponca
tradeaLthrough "legitimate chamels"(aboriginal). and sometimes
obtained goods from the British posts in the Northeast.

The Missouri Indiens were first heard of by Marquette and
Joliet in 1673(Hemming,1970:22), but good information about them
isn't available until 1714 when de Bourgmond was living with
them. It was at this time that the Kansa became kriown to the
European world.

The above evidenceswould tend to imply that the Keansa had
access to Furopean goods by the middle of the 17th century, although
relatively large amounts probably weren't available until the .

last quérterﬂof that century.or perhaps even until the turn of

18th centfyy.
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most [y
King Hill was,abandoned .by~1714.:.DeiBourgmonds @ had been

on the lower Missouri since 1714 and =& probably supplied thé’:
information for both the Delisle map of 1718 and the Montigny map
of 1728(Henning, 1970:20). The site isn't on either map.

It is likely that the site had been abandned for someh'bime
before that. De Bourgmond camped on the east bank of the Missouri
before he visited the Kansa at the Doniphen site in 1724. Since
King Hill is right across the river from Doniphan, traces of
the former Kansa village must have almost disappeared as de
Bourgmond makes no mention of an old village. Lewis and Clark
noticed Doniphan in 1804 after it had been abandoned fori;égalf
century. |

It is also of note that King Hill is on the east bank of
the Missouri while later Kansa villages(e.g. Doniphan, Fanning)
are on the west bank.

The Barly historic materials from Doniphan end Fanning
?ﬁedel, 1959) are very similar to the types recovered from
King Hill; copper/brass cones, blanks, simple beads(only a few
large ones from Doniphan and Fanning due probably to recovery
techniques), and peices of heavily rusted iron. Doniphan also

y@idlded a small lead cross, hawk bells, en iron knife, and a few

larger pieces of iron. Fanning yielded hawkbells, iron knives,

and a possible brass knife. # mex ve tek invetlvpdion (REFTRERCT, ;’Kfs‘ilqa:)
wwﬁsg,&h) el o hadehet Gragmed g d @ qun QX 0

- The lac%Aogb eavy trade goodéfhoes, axes, hatchets, firearms) Fan"

at King Hill, Doniphan, and Faining probably indicates that the /

Early historic materials were obtained béfOre thereAwére'EurOPean

i
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posts in the area., The European materials they did have were
probably obtained from small groups of French traders or from
native trade networks with European contacts to the southwest or
northeast. The establishment of the Cahokia Missipn in 1698 was
the first .European outpost near the Missouri River and Fort Orleans
in 1723 was the first post near the Kansa.

wW-Wedel(1959:171) suspects that Fanning was abandoned by 1700,
Fanmning and King Hill appear to be closely related(Henning, 1971:146), :
although John Ludwickson(personal communication, 1975) says there
are significant differences in lithic rew materials and tool types.

King Hill and Fanning are probably quite close temporally,
although King Hill may be slightly older as it is on the east
bank of the Missouri, isn't mentioned on the Delisle map of 1718,
and has a slightly less various Early historic assemblage, It is
possible that a King Hill -~ Famming - Doniphan settlement sequence
nay be thé case for a particular Kansa group or groups.

In conclusion, the Iarly trade\matefials at King Hill and
111stor1ca1 sources tend\to indicate that the aboriginal occupation
of the site occurred during the latter part of the 17th century,
and that the non-indigenous materials had little affect on the

native culture.
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COneS fand KHIVI,KHD,D,F;U’IM’B;FBE‘ NM

Tubes - KHM,KHD,D,F,U,OF. N
Blanks - KHM,KHD,D,F,IM,B. M
Coils - KHM,KHD,F,U,0F. MM

B & C Beads - KHM,KHD,U,B,O. NM
B & C Kettles - B,0,C,FB, T,H,B.

Glass Beads - KHM,KHD,D,F,U,OF,B,G,0,C,FB,IM. -, T,H,B.
Wire wound - F,U,IM., = NM
Large Tube - KHM,KHD,D,U,IM,G. .S5NM
Small Tube(Beed) - XKHM,KHD,G. M

Hawk Bells - KHD,D,F,1M,B. NM

Jdesuit Rings - 0,C,FB. H

Gun Flints or Parts - D,F,IM,B. T,H.

Iron - KHM,KHD,D,F,IM,B,G,0,C,FB. T,H,B(?2).
Knives - KHD,F,IM,&,0,C,FB. ?,H,B(?).
Hoes «~ B, H,

Axes - F,C. T,H.

Glass(non-bead) - IM,B,0. H,

Pipes - IM,B. NM

FIGURE 2: Initial Survey of Early Sites and Records
for Artifacts Types,
Sites(first group): KHM-King Hill Midden,
KHD=-King Hill Disturbed, D-Doniphan, F-
Fanning, U-Utz, IM=Late Missouri, B=Bell,
OF=0rr Focus, G-=Gillette, O-Ossossane,
C-Cahique, FB~Frank Bay.

Records(second. group): T-Illinois Trader of
1688, H~-Father Hennipin, B-Father Berger,
NM-No mention.

B & C - brass and copper



A = Illinois Trader Iist of 1688(Bauxzar, 1959).

25 ells linén, 15 ells scarlet cloth, 19&ella serge for capes,
18+ ells red serge for capes, 8 livres sewing thread, 24 pairs
stockings, 26 doz. butcher knives, 6 doz. canoe knives, 2 doz.
clasp knives, 36 doz. hatchets, 2 large axes, 8 muskets, 100
livres gun powder, 200 livres lead, 71 livres lead balls, 8
gun pliers, 200 musket flints, 1 livre gun worms, 100 iron
arrowheads, 30 augers, 24 steels for striking fire, 65 livres
copper kettles, 5 livres glass beads, 200 quills, 4 doz. paints,
2} livres azure blue, 12 mirrors, 8% livres net thread, 64
livres tabacco, 25 livres brandy, 2.minofsvpeas.

B - Father Hennipin's Trade IList of 1698(Quimby, 1966).

Trade Goods of Iron: axes, hatchets, knives, shoemaker awls,
needles, fishhooks, fire forks, pot hooks, hoes, Guns: flint-
lock muskets, bullets, gunpowder, empty wine and brandy bottles
for gunpowder, gunflints. §épacco..Kettles. Looking glasses,
Little toys. Brass rings. Jews-harps. Combs. Textiles. Glass

Beads(white, black, and blue).

C - Father Berger*s Trade List of 1701(Caruso, 1966).

A kettle, 4 1bs. powder, 1 1lb. glass beads, 4 boxes vermillion,
and a dozen knives.

FIGURE 3: Early Records of Trade Goods
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PLATE 2: Top Row - Coils; Bottom Row = Blanks
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PLATE 3: Top Row - Brass and Copper Beads
Bottom Row - Beads: Group 1-"Seed",
Groups 2&3-She11(°), ‘Groups %,8, 26—
Rounded Tube

PLATE 4° Possible Early Historic Artifacts:
Upp. ® Left-Hawk Bell(Brass),Upper Right-
Piece’ of Brass Kettle, Bottom= Iron Knife



PLATE 5: Late Historic = Cast Iro
Clown or Jester Bank
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