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FROM ST. JOSEPH DAILY HERALD <
WEDNESDAY, JULY 26, 1893

"YE OLDEN TIMES"™ (STARTING ON PAGE 9)

THE SECOND LOG HOUSE ERECTED IN BLACKSNAKE HILLS WAS BY THOMAS
SOLLARS, IN 1836.

AMONG THE FIRST TO ARRIVE, BETWEEN 1837 AND 1840, WERE F. W.
SMITH, JOSEPH GLADDEN, SAMUEL HULL, CAPTAIN JAMES B. O'TOOLE,
JUDGE WILLIAM C. TOOLE, WILLIAM FOWLER, AND EDWIN TOOLE.

THE FIRST WHITE MALE CHILD BORN AT "BLACKSNAKE HILLS" WAS THOMAS
B. SOLLARS, BORN IN 1837. THE FIRST FEMALE CHILD WAS A DUAGHTER
BORN TO HENRY AND POLLY SOLLARS.

THE FIRST PHYSICIAN TO COME TO BLACKSNAKE HILLS WAS DANIEL G.
KEEDY, FATHER-IN -LAW OF JUDGE JOSEPH B. GRUBB. AMONG THOSE WHO
CAME TO THIS LOCALITY BETWEEN 1840 AND 1843 WERE SIMEON KEMPER,
WILLIAM P RICHARDSON, JOHN CORBY, JOSEPH C. HULL, ELIAS H. PERRY,
A. M. SAXTON, REV. T. S. REEVES, ISADORE PULLEN, JAMES W.
WHITEHEAD, LAWRENCE ARCHER, B. C. POWELL, JOHN D. RICHARDSON,
JONATHAN LEVY, ROBERT J. BOYD, THOMAS MILLS, JOSEPH DAVIS,
MICHAEL MILLER, J. G. KEARNES, JAMES HIGHLY, C. CARBRY, AND D.
J. HEATON.

IN 1841, DR. D. G. KEEDY ERECTED A SAWMILL IN THE VICINITY OF
WHERE THE BUELL WOOLEN MILLS NOW STAND. ABOUT THE SAME TIME
JOSEPH ROBIDOUX BUILT A FLOURING MILL ON THE WEST SIDE OF
BLACKSNAKE CREEK, AND SOON AFTER CREAL AND WILDBAHN BUILT ANOTHER
MILL IN THE SAME VICINITY.

IN THE FALL OF 1842 JOSIAH BEATTIE ERECTED THE FIRST "TAVERN", IN
WHICH THE FIRST SERMON WAS PREACHED BY REV. T. S. REEVES.

LOUIS PICARD WAS THE FIRST REGULAR CARPENTER, WILLIAM LANGSTON
THE FIRST PLASTERER AND THE BELCHER BROTHERS THE FIRST BRICK
MAKERS.

IN 1842 JOEN COPELAND BUILT A WAREHOUSE NEAR THE CORNER OF JULE
AND WATER STREETS.

IN JUNE 1843, THE ORIGINAL TOWN WAS LAID OUT. TWO MAPS WERE
DRAWN, ONE BY SIMEON KEMPER, WHO DESIRED TO CHRISTEN THE VILLAGE
"ROBIDOUX", AND ONE BY W. F. SMITH, SUGGESTING THE NAME OF "ST.
JOSEPH, "™ WHICH MR. ROBIDOUX ACCEPTED, AND ON JULY 26 OF THE SAME
YEAR THE DEDICATION OF THE SAME WAS MADE BEFORE THE OFFICERS OF
THE ST. LOUIS COURT OF CCMMON PLEAS.

THE WEST HALF OF BLOCK 31 WAS RESERVED FOR A MARKET SQUARE; THE



WEST SIDE OF BLOCK 50 FOR A PUBLIC CHURCH; THE NORTH QUARTER OF
BLOCK 38 FOR A PUBLIC SCHOOL, AND THE SOUTH QUARTER OF THE SAME
BLOCK FOR A CATHOLIC CHURCH.

AT THE SALE, CORNER LOTS BROUGHT $150.00 AND INSIDE LOTS ABOUT
$100.00"

THE "ORIGINAL TOWN" INCLUDES ALL THE TERRITORY LYING BETWEEN
ROBIDOUX STREET ON THE NORTH AND MESANNIE STREET ON THE SOUTH,
AND BETWEEN SIXTH STREET ON THE EAST AND THE MISSOURI RIVER ON
THE WEST. IT CONTAINS SIXTY-FOUR BLOCKS.

C. A. PERRY AND BROTHER ERECTED THE FIRST TWO-STORY BRICK STORE
IN ST. JOSEPH, IN 1843, 20 X 60 FEET, THE LOCATION BEING ON MAIN
STREET BETWEEN FRANCIS AND JULE.

IN 1844 BUSINESS BUILDINGS BEGAN TO APPEAR IN RAPID SUCCESSION.

THEY WERE PRINCIPALLY ON WATER, MAIN, AND LEVY STREETS, AND THE

SAME YEAR ARCHIE MC-DONALD ERECTED A BRICK STORE HOUSE ON WATER

STREET, "AS FAR SOUTH AS EDMOND". THIS LOCATION IS NOW NEARLY IN
THE MIDDLE OF THE MISSOQURI RIVER.

THE "UNION BLOCK" WAS THE FIRST THREE STORY BUILDING ERECTED IN
ST. JOSEPH.

THE FIRST REGULAR MEAT MARKET WAS OPENED BY ALLENDORF AND RHODES,
ON THE CORNER OF FRANCIS AND MAIN STREETS, AND IT REQUIRED A
WHOLE WEEK TO DISPOSE OF ONE ANIMAL.

A MAN BY THE NAME OF GLASGOW WAS THE FIRST SHOEMAKER IN THE
VILLAGE.

ROBERT W. DONNELL CAME TO BUCHANNAN COUNTY IN 1838, BUT NOT TO
ST. JOSEPH UNTIL 1845. HE ERECTED SEVERAL BRICK HOUSES, AMONG
THEM A RESIDENCE, A TWO-STORY BUILDING, WHICH WAS THEN CONSIDERED
"THE FINEST IN THE PLACE."

JOHN SEARCY WAS THE FIRST TAILOR, WILLIAM FARLEY THE FIRST
JEWELER AND WILLIAM DILLON KEPT THE FIRST LIVERY STABLE.

ALEXANDER CONSTANCE STILL LIVING, HALE AND HEARTY, CAME TO THE
VILLAGE IN 1844,

THE FIRST FOURTH OF JULY CELEBRATION WAS HELD BY THE ST. JOSEPH
SUNDAY SCHOOL, THE COMMITTEE ON ARRANGEMENTS BEING ISREAL
LANDIS, GEORGE BRUBAHER AND JOSIAH H CRANE, THE ADDRESS BEING
DELIVERED BY REV. F. MILLS. THE FIRST SONG SUNG BY THE SCHOLARS
WAS "WHERE DO CHILDREN LOVE TO GO? IF IN THESE DAYS THE ANSWER
WOULD BE '"BASEBALL."

HON. WILLIAM P. HALL, WHC, IN JULY, 1845, RESIDED IN SPARTA,



DELIVERED AN ADDRESS AT A MEETING OF THE CITIZENS OF ST. JOSEPH
ON THE DEATH OF THE HEROC OF NEW ORLEANS - GENERAL JACKSON.

THE ST. JOSEPH THESPEIAN SOCIETY WAS ORGANIZED IN 1845, AND IN
DECEMBER THE ST. JOSEPH LYCEUM HELD ITS FIRST MEETING IN THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - A REGULAR OLD-FASHIONED "DEBATING SCHOOL."

SPATRA, LOATH TO GIVE UP THE SUPREMECY IN THE COUNTY, STARTED A
PAPER CALLED "THE ROOSTER" IN 1846.

IN MARCH, 1846, A SEMINARY FOR YOUNG LADIES WAS STARTED BY S.
LANDIS, PRINCIPAL.

THE "ST. JOSEPH SEWING SOCIETY" WAS ORGANIZED IN 1846, FOR THE
PURPOSE OF RAISING FUNDS TO BUILD A METHODIST CHURCH.

THE FIRST CIRCUS TO VISIT ST. JOSEPH WAS THAT OF HOWE AND MABIE,
IN 1846.

THE FIRST CENSUS TAKEN OF ST. JOSEPH,IN DECEMBER 1846, SHOWS THE
POPULATION TO HAVE BEEN 967, OF WHICH SEVENTY-TWO WERE COLORED,
TWO BEING FREE NEGROES.

ON OCTOBER 27, 1847, COMMANDER STOCKTON OF THE UNITED STATES
NAVY, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS STAFF, WAS GIVEN A RECEPTION IN ST.
JOSEPH.

FROM APRIL TO OCTOBER 1, 1849, THERE WERE ERECTED IN ST. JOSEPH
123 HOUSES,OF WHICH 47 WERE FRAME, 25 LOG AND 51 BRICK.

IN THE SPRING ELECTION OF 1851 THE FIRST WARD CAST 93, SECOND
WARD 132, AND THE THIRD WARD 88 VOTES FOR MAYOR.

IN PERUSING THE ADVENTURE, PUBLISHED BY MR. E LIVERMORE, IT IS
OBSERVED THAT FEW LOCAL EVENTS WERE CHRONICLED, BUT A BRIEF
MENTION OF SOME MAY INTEREST THE GENERAL READER.

MR. ISREAL LANDIS, WHO HAS RECENTLY DIED, WAS AN EARLY SETTLER OF
THE CITY. HE WAS A SADDLER AND HARNESS MAKER BY TRADE, AND
THOUSANDS OF CITIZENS OF ST. JOSEPH WILL REMEMBER THE "OLD WOODEN
SADDLE" WHICH SERVED FOR HIS SIGN FOR MANY, MANY YEARS. HE HAD AN
UNIQUE POETIC ADVERTISEMENT SUNG TO THE TUNE OF "THE CAMELS ARE
COMING, " AS FOLLOWS:

THE SADDLES ARE COMING, HEIGH HO, HEIGH HO,
THE SADDLES ARE SELLING, WE KNOW, WE KNOW,
THE SADDLES ARE COMING CLEAR UP TO ST. JOE,
AND WAITING WITH PATIENCE THEIR FORTUNES TO KNOW.

THEY HAVE SADDLES AND BRIDLES, HEIGH HO, HEIGH HO,
AND MARTINGALES, CIREINGLES TOO, HEIGH HO,



ARE SELLING, ARE SELLING, AND MAKING A SHOW,
AND WILLING, QUITE WILLING TO LET THEM ALL GO,
THE BIG WOODEN SADDLE THAT HANGS IN ST. JOE.

AS SADDLES ARE GOING, JUST SO, JUST SO,
AND ELECTION IS COMING, WE KNOW, WE KNOW,
WE CALL ON THE WHIGS AND DEMOCRATS TOO,

TO GET LANDIS' SADDLES MADE UP IN ST. JOE.

AT THE CONCLUSION WAS A REQUEST THAT THE SPARTA ROOSTER DONT
COPY.

THE FIRM OF PERRY AND YOUNG CONDUCTED A GENERAL STORE IN THOSE
DAYS, AT THE "OLD STAND,"™ AND THEIR STOCK MUST HAVE BEEN
PROMISCUOUS FROM THE FOLLOWING NOTICE OF STOCK IN HANDS:

HANDSAWS AND STATIONERY
MOLASSES AND TAR

FISHOOKS AND SILKS

BROADCLOTH AND OIL

CODFISH AND POTATOES

COOPERS' TOOLS AND CALICOES
LOOKING GLASSES AND STATIONERY
NAILS AND HATS

FANCY ARTICLES AND BOOTS

THE "MISSOURI HOTEL" SITUATED ON THE MARKET SQUARE, WAS CONDUCTED
BY H. DAWSON.

JOHN S. PICKETT CONDUCTED A WOOL-CARDING MACHINE.
JOSEPH C. HULL CONDUCTED A GENERAL STORE ON FIRST STREET.

AT THE SOUTHEAST CORNER OF MAIN AND FELIX STREETS, SMITH AND
BEDFORD HAD A GENERAL STOCK OF MERCHANDISE.

THE TELEGRAPH DISPATCHES OF THOSE DAYS WERE CREDITED TO THE ST.
LOUIS REPUBLICAN.

ON JUNE 23, 1848, IS RECORDED THE SHOCKING MURDER OF DR. SAMUEL
I.. JONES ON ROCK HOUSE PRARIE BY A MAN BY THE NAME OF GIBSON, THE
PARTICULARS OF WHICH, AND THE MANY INCIDENCES CONNECTED
THEREWITH, ARE WELL REMEMBERED BY MANY OF THE OLD RESIDENTS.

AT THE AUGUST ELECTION, 1848, HON. BEN LOAN WAS THE WHIG
CANDIDATE FOR THE LEGISLATURE. THE MAIN CAUSE FOR HIS DEFEAT WAS
HIS FAVORING THE ABOLISHMENT OF A BOUNTY ON WOLF SCALPS.

JOSEPH J. WYATT, DEPUTY UNITED STATES MARSHALL FOR THE STATE, AND
CONSTABLE FOR WASHINGTON TOWNSHIP AT THE SAME TIME, WAS APPOINTED




POSTMASTER IN OCTOBER 1848, SUCCEEDING WILLIAM IRVAN.

R. W. DONNELL ADVERTISED LAND WARRANTS IN THOSE DAYS "FOR SALE OR
TO LOAN."

P. WORTHWINE, WELL KNOWN NOW AS THEN, CONDUCTED A BARBER AND HAIR
DRESSING SHOP "ONE DOOR NORTH OF THE BIG SADDLE."

AS EARLY AS DECEMBER, 1948, PARTIES BEGAN TO ASSEMBLE IN ST.
JOSEPH TO BE READY TO START IN THE EARLY SPRING, OVERLAND TO
CALIFORNIA AND OREGON.

PORK PACKING WAS CONDUCTED IN THE WINTER OF 1848. THE PRICES PAID
PER 100 POUNDS WERE $1.50 @ $1.75 FOR SMALL HOGS AND $1.75 @
$2.00 FOR LARGE ONES. OVER 11,500 WERE SLAUGHTERED THE FIRST
SEASON.

FROM APRIL 10 TO MAY 20, 1849, OVER 15,000 LETTERS WERE MAILED AT
THE ST. JOSEPH POSTOFFICE MORE THAN USUAL - IT BEING THEN AS NOW,
THE DISTRIBUTING POINT FOR THE GREAT WEST.

MAY 18, 1849, JAMES CARGILL OFFERS A LIKELY NEGRO BOY FOR SALE,
PRIVATELY OR PUBLICLY.

ON SUNDAY, JULY 1, 1849,THE FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH WAS
DEDICATED.

THE WHEAT CROP OF THE VICINITY WAS ABUNDANT IN 1849, AND THE
FARMERS SUPPPLIED THE MARKET AT 50 CENTS PER BUSHEL.

"OLD BULLION," THOMAS H. BENTON, WHO ABLY REPRESENTED MISSOURI IN
THE UNITED STATES SENATE FOR THIRTY YEARS, WAS ARRESTED IN ST.
JOSEPH ON AUGUST 9, 1849, CHARGED WITH SLANDERING JUDGE JAMES H.
BIRCH.

A SEVERE WINDSTORM PREVAILED THROUGHOUT THE COUNTY ON AUGUST 20,
1849, DCING CONSIDERABLE DAMAGE.

ON AUGUST 13 A TEA PARTY WAS GIVEN BY THE LADIES OF THE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH AT THE "NEW CHURCH," AND SUPPER WAS TO BE
SERVED AT THE SECOND RINGING OF THE BELL.

A LIKELY NERGO WOMAN IS ADVERTISED FOR SALE ON "ACCOMMODATING
TERMS."

IN FEBRUARY, 1849, DR. FLINT OPENED ROOMS IN ST. JOSEPH FOR THE
PURPOSE OF TAKING DAGUERREQOTYPES.

A STEAM FERRY BOAT WAS PUT IN THE MISSCURI LANDING OPPOSITE THE
FOOT OF JULES STREET.




ON MARCH 23, 1849, MAILS WERE RECEIVED , BEARING THE DATE
WASHINGTON, DECEMBER 16, 1848, AND FROM ST. LOUIS, FEBRUARY 23,
WHICH WAS CONSIDERED GOOD TIME.

IN 1849 A COLORED MAN RAN AWAY FROM DAVID BURNS IN BLOOMINGTON
TOWNSHIP, FOR WHICH A REWARD OF $20 WAS OFFERED.

In 1849, the city not being incorporated only as a village, James
Anthony, John N. Whitehead, Thomas Wildbahn, N.S. Creal, Lewis
Tracy and W. H. English were elected a board of trustees.

The local markets were quoted as follows:
Hemp $5 per hundred weight
Bacon, shoulders 3 cents
Sides 4 1/2 @ 5 cents
Hams 5 @ 5 1/2 cents per pound
Wheat 70 cents per bushel
Flour $2.50 per hundred in sacks

On may 18th, 1848, the frame warehouse of Smith, Bedford and
Tootle was burned. The loss was estimated at $4000. The only
thing saved uninjured was a keg of powder, which when the other
kegs exploded, was thrown about 100 feet, and was picked up and
carried off by a thief.

On September 24, at a meeting held at the "Edgar House, " Messrs.
William Ridenbaugh, Harry Lee, John Curd, A. W. Ferrell and John
Corby, were appointed to attend a railroad meeting to be held in
St. Louis in October.

The following which appeared as a leading editorial in a paper
published in St. Joseph in the early days, is as applicable now
as then:

"The merchants of St. Joseph have received unusually
large stocks of goods suitable for the season and the
market. Persons in the country who wish to trade at this
point may now be sure of finding everything, from articles
of necessity to the richest fancy goods, in abundance, and
the number of stores and great competition guarantee to
purchasers goods of all qualities and low prices. The
merchants of St. Joseph stand as high for square dealing and
liberality in trade as any other town in Missouri, but we
would hint, in the most delicate manner possible, that those
who advertise are the most liberal and give the best
bargains; read the advertisements and then go and buy their
goods - buy of those which have goods which they are not
ashamed of and are worth advertising.”

Jesse Holiday was appointed postmaster in St. Joseph in 1849, J.
J. Wyatt removed.




In October 1849, the three-story brick hotel, called the City
Hotel, corner of First and Jule streets, erected by William
Fowler, was opened in grand style by George W. Campbell.

On November 149, the citizens of St. Joseph by almost a unanimous
vote, authorized the borrowing of $10,000 to protect the river
front.

"Look Out for Negro Stealers,"™ is the warning which heads a St
Joseph paper in April 24, 1854. It says :5Six negroes left their
master, Mr. H. B. Morris living two miles north of St. Joseph, on
Tuesday night, and if they have not already crossed the river are
concealed in this vicinity, awaiting an oportunity to do so. Look
out for them, and let all good citizens be on the alert. If we
are not greatly mistaken Abolitionists and negro stealers are
about."

The city officers in 1854 were as follows: Mayor, Robert Boyle;
city attorney, John Scott; register, M.H. Walsh; marshall, George
Merlott; street commissioner, Jesse E. Low; wharf master, F. B.
Miller; health officer, Dr. James Sykes; assessor, Felix
Robidoux; city treasurer, John Curd.

Mr. Charles Dutzschky, St. Joseph's postmaster, was buried on
April 11, 1854, with military and Masonic honors.

D. H. McMun, auctioneer in 1852, advertised good Kentucky whisky
for sale at 20 cents per gallon.

Buell & Co. started the St. Joseph Wool Manufactory in 1853.
Drs. Crane and Callett opened the St. Joseph Infirmary in 1853.

The county court, at the December term, 1854, decided not to
grant a dramshop license for one year. St. Joseph was included
and was "dry" for that length of time.

In those days the old saying, "the early bird catches the worm,"
must have been followed, for Mr. John Bretz, in January, 1853,
annnoounces himself as a candidate for sheriff in the August
election following. He was elected.

The ladies of the city on Decemver 28, 1856, presented the
Robidouox Grays with a fine silk banner. The Masonic orders also
had a celebration on that day, the new officers of the lodge and
chapter being installed at the Methodist church.

On December 11, 1854, a meeting was held for the purpose of
petitioning for a daily mail by steamboat line.



In the winter of 1853, Messrs, McLaughlin & Barrow conducted a
pork packing establishmant in the city with a capacity of
slaughtering 500 hogs a day.

Under the head of "Abolitionist Caught, " is an account of the
arrest of a man named Moss, charged with enticing three negroes
away from Boone county. He was held in bail in the sum of
$15,000.

Hogs, weighing 200 pounds and over, brought $3 per hundred in the
St. Joseph market in 1853.

In November, 1853, near Rushville, a man named Osborne, from
Kentucky, committed sucide by cutting his throat with a razor.

The first agitation for the establishment of fire companies was
in the fall of 1853.

J. J. Wyatt was appointed school commissioner of Buchannan county
in 1853.

The cold winds of winter did not seems to deter the citizens of
St. Joseph from internal improvements, for in December, 1853, the
high hill on Francis, between Sixth and Seventh streets, was
excavated. Many other internal improvements were carried on
throughout the winter.

The Cycle, in 1853, was presented with a radish raised by Colonel
Fouts, in this county, weighing ten pounds.

C. C. Davis took editorial charge of the Cycle in November, 1853.
In November, 1853, R. M. Stewart and Michael Walsh of St. Joseph,

were elected president and secretary, respectively, of the
Hannibal & St. Joseph railroad.

The first agricultural, horticultural and mechanical fair was
held in St. Joseph in the fall of 1852, the highest premium paid
being $10.

Frederick W. Smith, father of Dr. J. Francis Smith, was the first
postmaster in St. Joseph. This was in 1843, and it is claimed on
good authority that Mr. Smith used his plug hat for a receptacle
for mail matter.

On January 19, 1852, King Hill lodge No. 19, I. 0. O. F., by
resolution, accepted a lot in Mount Mora cemetery, donated for
the use of the lodge,

The ferryboat "Utah," Captain John Cosby, was put in service in



May 1851.

The act of the legislature incorporating the city of St. Joseph
was approved February 12, 1851.

"Married, May 8, 1851, by Rev. Wm. Holmes, Mr. Charles M.
Thompson to Miss Jane Lyon," appears among the early records.

In June 1851, the people of Savannah were agitating a railroad to
connect with the approaching Hannibal & St. Joseph lilne.

June 14, 1851, Buchannan County increased 1its subscription to the
Hannibal & St. Joseph railroad from $50,000 to $100,000.

On Monday night, January 21, 1850, the county jail, together with
the jailer's horse, P. N. Smith, was burned. The inmates, a white
man, a negro and an Indian, were saved.

Thursday, February 28, 1850, a meeting was held in St. Joseph for
the purpose of discussing the question of establishing a railway
from the United States to the Bay of San Francisco. A committee
of eight, compromising William B Thompson, Bela M Hughes, Robert
W. Donnell, James O'Donahue, Lawrence Archer, William P.
Richardson, Robert I. Boyd and Simeon Kemper were appointed to
draft memorial to Congress.

Buchannan County's state apportionment of school funds in 1860
was 5617.76.

December 288, 1849, Dudley M. Steel offers for sale a "likely
negro girl about 17 or 18 years old.”

In those days candidates for coounty offices were in the field at
an early date. In January, 1849, George W. Taylor, Felix Robidoux
and William Langston announced for sheriff at the August
election.

Major Wm. P. Richardson was appointed sub-agent for the Nemaha
agency in the place of Alfred J. Vaughn.

The arrivals of mails were announced as follows: From the east,
Monday, Wednesday and Friday evenings. From the west, Tuesday,
Thursday and Friday evenings. From Gallatin, Thursday evening.

Im February, 1852, Henry S. Creal was appointed postmaster in
place of Jesse Holilday, resigned.

In March, 1852, a daily mail was establlished between St. Joseph
and St. Louis, carried by four-horse post coaches, John Frink &
Co. proprietors.



The sum of $1000 was appropriated for the purpose of paying the
salaries of the city officers in 1852.

10
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Or1g1na13y the Ioways wene from around Mack1naw M1ch1gan '

‘ thte C?oud or Mahaska was Chwef of the Iewas at the time Joseph Rob1doux

.“bega” f“rt”ad1"9~hefeu, In 1824 Mahaskah Journeyed to Wash}ngton D. C. to receive ??»~:

E: peace medai from PreSIdent Monroe In 1834 Mahaskah was . k]iTed by renegades efi

h1s own trxbe and h?S son Mahaskah the Younger became ch1ef at age 24 He saad

‘vcomnelled by bad men in my own defense and for the protect1on ef my peep?e iI:

g be11eve the Great Sp1r1t is always angry w1th men who shed 1nn- nt blood

11ve 1n peace



Later he v1s1ted Washxngton 1n an attempt to speak for h1s peop]e and r1ght
wrongs done them. He became a Christ1an and marrled Mary Robwdoux granddaughter

«:Qf JnSeph‘quidoax,hfeunder‘of SN Joseph; (snme*eonquionuon this)

‘LEWIS AND CLARK : L R |
In 1803 dur1ng Preswdent Jefferson ‘s adm1n1strat1on, the Un1ted States

ivpurchased for $15, OOO 000 from France the land between the M1ss1ss1pp1 River
‘and the Rocky Mounta1ns, stretchlng from the Gqu of Mex1c0 to the Canad1an
border Th1s was known as the Louxs1ana Terr1tory F1fteen states 1nc1ud1ng |
Mwssour1 woqu eventua]ly be formed out of th1s reg1on v ‘., -

| On May 14 1804 LeW1s and C1ark }eft St Lou1s for a Journey into th]S
“new1y acquwred terrwtory They were ass1gned the task of. seek1ng a useabTe
v land-water route to the PaC1f1C Ocean Also they were to: gather 1nf0rmat1on on‘
.qeography, m1nera] resources, an1ma1 and plant YIfe and,the tr1ba1 organxzatlon :
f and languages of the Indians | S o , s d ; |
The Ju?y 7th entry in the Journa1s descrwbes the area whwch wou]d become
’eSt Joseph “ | h_ | . | i' |

'”In the mern1nq, Ju]y 7, the rap1d1ty of the water ob11ged us to

idraw the boat along w1th ropes At s1x and three*quarters m11es we came toneh

,sandbar at a point oppos1te a f1ne r1ch prairie on the north cal1ed St‘_""

Vchhae1 5. . The. pra1r1es of th1s ne1qhbarhood have the appearance of dlstlnct
i farms, d1v1ded by narrow strlps of woodland whlch fo]Tow the borders r :n.;_f

?‘of the sma11 runs Tead1ng to the river. Aboye}thxs, about a m11e,:1s e c{jffﬁ“~

of ye11ow c]ay on the- North W ‘ :
Joseph Rob1doux founder of St Joseph, was tradwng in the area at the

dtine In 1806 on Lew1s and CTark S return voyage down the r1ver they recended 1n thewrﬁ

i

Journai of meetwng some Rob1idoux broethers at "Wolf River" t?ading w1th the

.:Indxans Th1s wou1d be approxxmate}y three m11es north of present day St Joseph‘



FURTRADE POST

iThe'French were the earliest ‘and mOSt‘successfniwlndian traders. They fwrst
;nsettled in Canada and some gradua]]y moved down the M1ss1ss1pp1 R1ver mak1ng
eett}ements It was in one of these French settTements, LS Lou1s, that
v:»Joseph Rodeoux was born on Auqust 10 1783 st father had . already hered form

va company to trade w1th the Ind1ans, so it was only natura] that Joseph

:Rob1doux contwnue ‘the profltable bus1ness
Joseph Robidoux was only saxteen years o]d when he ?1rst ascended the -

MWSJOUT? szer and spent approxzmate1y six months at posts at present dey Kansas

T ;‘w«;'ﬁr o et e J&%L’f‘ixﬁﬁ'fﬁ. v

g_}w
C1ty and St Joseph Thereafter, he traded at several 1ocat1ons in the 3 £
. ‘"‘“{;I "é! “
.'M1SS1S¢¥pp1 and- Mwssour1 R1ver va11eys 1ook1ng for a good pTace for a post ’j§;§ .
RENEE- 2
Locations include Fort Dearborn and Counc11 B]uffs After be1ng bought out of & ¥
"
8 .

‘ the furtrade on Counc11 BTuffs by the Amer1can Fur COmpany of John Jacob Astor, 5

'Rob1deux found he c0u1d on1y stand Clty 11v1ng in St. Lou1s for a few years

In the faTT of 1826 he opened a pOSt at Roy s Branch on the N1ssour1 R1ver under ; _:

" the emp]oy of the mnerican Fur Company at a sa}ary of $1800 k: year Then in
‘the spring of 1827 he moved a TTtt]e south to the mouth of the BTacksnake
neCreek (present day downtown St Joseph) At txmes he was the only wh1te man
| in the area - the c]osest beung 50 m1]es away at Fort Leavenworth The area he

. had chosen was partlcularly su1ted to trade as 1t was 2 meeting place or counc11

'h11ls few the Indians and as 1egend says, no blood could be shed on the sacred

'_greund

The appearance of the pest was - a stony and half 1og cab1n w1th a stockade

It had n1ne renms - 6 beTow and 3 above, w1th a covered pgrch on the SOUthwes 2

”sxde fac1ng the rwver wh1ch entended the ent1re 1ength of theebuiidxng Tn1s

was the off:ce and storage roamséu Dn the north side was a ceb1n used by Rob1d‘

as has 11v1ng querters wAt{finetf?ﬁig’pTace weéfknewn

‘and then as Rob1doux [andxng



Indian tribes that Robidoux traded with were the Missouri, Iowa, Sac, Fox, Otto,
Pottawatomie and a few Sioux and Pawnee. Some typical item$ which Robidoux

stocked in his store and which the Indians would trade furs for were:

muskets White skirts
.. powder }‘ ‘vefhfllion

bullets _ tobacco

wrapp1nq b1nd1ng c]oth flints B

b]ankets ‘ awls

gun wad,wprms  ]arge knives.

fjint‘steeléli S kettles -
.zwbbleh\ribbons i ‘_hatéhets

511k ribbon ,,béads'

i1quor | 7 B

In 1830 Rob1doux bought out the Astor 1nterest in the post and became an,“ :
: 25 \an% with h.mbn‘ﬁ\urs,&kduls Lsadore, M‘C el « Anﬂlne, )‘\C . €
'1ndependent trader, developiﬁb a vast fanshaped furtrade emp1re ;ﬁé@g‘ R,
bne;bea&, L0u1s and Isadore were statwoned at Taos and Santa Fe New Mex1co
»M]Che] operated a fort in Wyom1ng and Franc1s was in the Ye11owst1ne reg1on
‘Anto1ne had several égﬁst in Western Co]orado and eastern Utah A1so under

Rob1doux's emp]oy,were 15_to 20 French trappers or traders.



MISSOURI COMPROMISE AND THE PLATTE PURCHASE .

In 1820 amid much sect1ona1 d1spute, Congress reached the M1ssour1
COmprom1se “Under th1s agreement M1ssour1 wou]d enter the Un1on as a
s1ave state and Mawne as a free state “ Also no s}ave state could be ;
_formed out of the Lou1sxana Purchase Terrwtory above the southern boundary.of
Mwssourl Thus, in 1821 M1ssour1 became the 24th State. However, M1550ur1
did nat look as it does today The area where St Joseph is today 1ocated o
was not Tnc1uded in: the state Thws sect1on of land had been ceded to the Sac- k
‘and Fox and Ioway Indlans in the treaty of. Pra1r1e du Chexn rat1f1ed in 1830, in

exchange for certa1n 1ands in W1scons1n

Thws Indwan }and was much coveted by the wh1tes because of 1ts fine streams,f
, 1t5 abundant game and its rich 5011, as well as for 1ts pr0x1m1ty to the
Mvssour1 Rwerg an 1mportant avenue of transportatxon | V’  | . J ‘
As can be expected st0r1es began to appear about the undes1rab111ty of the
lndlans askﬁezghborsf« An gxample;affthis_;s John Doggherty,glndwgq qgent,nwho ;3
""They are poor m1serab¥e, drunken, set of be1ngs.;}.dwwnd11ng away to -
ol almost noth1nq, quarreXwng among themse]ves, k1111ﬁg each- other
and xn constant bro11s W1th thezr wh1te nexghbors W i | |
Gradua]]y, agawnst government orders, more and more whltes began to move 1nto
K the area and began c?amorwng for 1ts addition to M1ssour1 , Bes:des bexng Ind1an
terr}tory, two other obstacles were aqa1nst thws add1t10n df Tand to MlSSOUPT ”3_
1 M1ssaur1, a%ready the 1argest state wou]d become even 1arger 2) An agreement

-‘of the M1ssour1 Compromwse wou1d be breached by convert1ng free 5011 1nto slave

 «terr1tory After months of preiwm1nary maneuver1ng in Wash1ngton D C Senator 7;'\




John C}ayton.tnthoduced a bill tO'thé United Stafeé Senate to éxtehd,the»
n“western bqundary of Missouri”’to include what became known as the Plathe e&5r~
Purchase. The bi?l passed both houses and was signed by;the;Phesident on
June' 7, 1836.° i |
 Negotiations with the Indlans were turned over W1111am Clark. (Lew1s and
"nC1ark) Indwan Agent for land between the Mwssouri and Arkansae Rivers. At a
meeting on September 17, 1836 at Fort Leavenworth the Indian ch1efquf the
‘vtr1bes 1nvo]ved 51gned the treafy giving up the land Ambng the Witnesées.
‘was Joseph E Rob1doux, o1de9t son of Joseph R0b1doux founder of St. Joseph
When Mahaska, Ch1ef of the Iowa tr1be began to rea11ze the thtes were
g01nq to take the 1and he pondered whether or nﬂ'ta f1ght to keep it. Looking

/\W""
He saw p?anta1n weed, known

bfor gu1dance from his gods, he c11mbed King H111

to the Ind1an as “white man's foot" because it grew wherever whate man came

to stay. ‘Mahaska took thws as an answer fromfthe gods that he was to g1ve up.

the Tand;_”‘ |
In return for this 2,000 écresvbf,Tand which today composes the counties of

Platte,‘Bnchanén; Andrew; Ho?t,'Nodaway_and Atchisbh,hthe,IndfanSsréCinedh

the folfowing' | kll

lowas, Sacs ‘and Foxes to receive: $7500

Towas and Sacs to d1v1de 400 sections across. the M1ssour1 Rlver

Towas to recewve ; '
5 comfortable houses
200 acres fenced and broken up '
farmer, blacksmith, teacher and 1nterpreter
agr1cu7tural implements for 5 years
rations for one year
ferry hoat K
mitt - :
100 cows and claves
5 pulls o

-~ 100 stock hogs - .

“ﬁ*$500 for~remova1‘ 1’

“-Sac and Foxes to Rece1ve S o
' Same as, Iowas except on]y three comfortab1e houses and $400 for remov

Otoes M1ssaurzs, Omahas and Yancton and Santee S1oux also s1gned a' convent1
- to g1ve up claim to the 1and ¥ : A
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Thus 1n 1836 f1fteen years after. statehood Missouri took the shape that

we recognlze today

BEGINNING OF THE TOWN

\BuChanan'Coonty wastorganizédioh'Septeﬁbef 10; 1839.1As seffﬁérs~began to
close in on Josoph Robidoux, he decuded 1n 1843 to buy the 160 acres to wh1ch he Hix
held preaempt1on rtqhts and sell the Yand for c1ty property At f)rst he sold the 1ots
at a fa1r1y cheap rate of one lot for $10 or a yoke of oxen but this would
chanqe ; ! _ ‘ ,_v

| “Up unt11 1843 St. Joseph was known s1mp]y as B1acksnake H11ls Then

_Robidoux asked two surveyors, S1meon Kemper and Freder1ck w SmTth to each make‘
ﬁa town p?an K nper $ p]an contained wide streets and parks and the name g |
for his town was to be "Rob1doux" Smath s plan used narrow streets of the

‘Furopean fash1on wh1ch Rob1doux was accustomed to and street names ‘were to
o.;be names of Rob1doux 5 ch11dr@n and wife The proposed name of the town was
‘"St Joseph” after Robvdoux 3 patron sa1nt Rob1doux 1ooked at both p1ans and ‘

said:
M ‘want to se17 my Tand in 1ots, not give it away 1n streets"

| Thus St Joseph became the name of the town off1cia11y on Ju}y 26 }843
| Rob1doux 1mmed1ate1y beqan to se}i YOts Corner 1ots went for $150
. and 1nter1or ones so1d for $TOO Rob1doux donated an ent1re block for a c1v1c ;
: bu11d1ng { court house) and r1tes for two churches » @ school and a marketpTace
‘ By the end of 1843 there were 500 peop?erln St Joseph whlch was an :

increase of 300 from June of that year



: 5'EARLY GOVERNMENT AND BUSINESSES ey .
St Joseph was 1ncorporated as a v113aqe on September 26 1845 thh
' f7 Joseph Robidoux as president of the f1rst board of trusteeﬁ The m1ﬂutes

"'*;of one of the ear]y meet1ngs read ”The board met at ear]y cand1e11ght”

'By 1846 the c1ty S populat1on was. 936 Indlans and trappers were a common
site on the streets The f1rst c1ty charter was, abtaaned September 22 1851
‘ ;l{éu‘a»w ‘JJ:‘H' »
-and Thomas M11Ts became the f1rst mayor I
Below is a list of St. Joseph bus:nesses in 1845. Choose ones to
make exhibits 0?'depending ubon avai1abié artifacts.  Can also gather
more information when chosen. |

NEWSPAPER

§§L¥k§g§@_Week1g_Gazeffe bégén‘1845.. Wm. Ridenbaugh, editor.
LS $2.00 per year if péid,ih advance
| $3.00 per'yeéf if paid at end of year
POST OFFICE- | e |
Frederick Smitﬁ:ﬁ first posthStek,~ Used his hat.
CHURCHES | A‘ |
Methodist in_1844‘estéb1ished‘f{rst permanent‘feligiouSw
organization. Rev.7Edwafd Robinéon
Presbyterians‘in-1845 built ff?st church\b&i?ding; Rev. T.S. Reeves.
SADDLES AND HARNESSES R
Israel Landis
BAKERY
Isadore Barada.
LOANS AND LAND SPEFULATION

John Corby had first metal safe in St Jaseph
(Logan says some cance]ed checks still in ex1stenae)

UNDERTAKER

David J. Heaton. Cabinetﬁshop.and-;offins;
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'gGENERAL,MERCHANDIfE L
A;M; Saxton‘and Elias Perry had fikst-store.
Others were E. Liyermoréiénd;Rdés‘& Hafpér.
DRY GOODS ) ”
_Smith’&1Donne1}>
DRUG STORE
|  &30hn Patee (see St. Joseph Gazette June 6, 1845 for ad-Logan p. 27)
 Hyl1 and Carter Drugs ' .
HOTEL AND' BOARDING | |
EDGAR HOUSE ~ Tst three sféry bﬁi1ding in St. Jqéephff 
GUNSMITH
E. Kemp
WINES & LIQUOUR
‘Henry McKee
BARBER g
Phi?1fp Werthwine-first official barber
BLACKSMITH & PLOWMAKERS Dl
_»me,Carter And'Aquifia Morris
:MEAT“MARKET‘ Ei
 ALLENDORF & Rhoades
CBOOTMAKERS - .
L orarit GTasdow -
BOWLING.ALLEY . |
' »;ﬁphh Kennedy<‘ o=
5 dcctafs"v '
& 1awyefs |
FARMS

Common o have large hemp1p1antatiohs‘éutside=¢ity,
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Samples of prices one could expect to pay in St. Joseph in 1845 were:
coffee -~ 9C a pound
flour - $4.50 per barrel
cornmeal - 50C per.bushe1
windowpanes - $3.75 per box
gunpowder - $6.50 per keg
bacon and ham - 7¢ per pound
eggs - 6¢ a dozen
salt - $2.25 per sack
sugar - 7¢ a pound
wiskey - 23¢ per gallon
jeat tobacco - $I.75 per 100 ﬁa@nds‘

manufactured tobacco - 16¢ per pound

The Missouri River winds itself through the early history of St. Joseph.
During the 1800s St. Joseph grew to be "Queen of the River Towns." St.
Joseph was the northernmost city of size to which one could safely reach
by steamboat. The Missouri River is differeht from others because the
bottom does not stand still. The sand of its bottom moves, and not always
in the same direction. Thus, it constantly challenged pilots with its
sandbars and by its shifting course within the confines of steep bluffs.

In 1859 a true Mo. riverboat was developed which drew only 31 inches of

water over shallow, evershifting sandbars. This allowed travel further north.
Today, the Corp of Engineers try to maintain the navigation channel 9 feet
deep and 300 feet wide.

In 1845 one of the first of many warehouses to be built in St. Joseph
was built by Jonathan Copeland. It was primarily used to store hemp which

would he taken down river to St. Louis.
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GOLD RUSH
In 1848 the discovery of gold by James Marshall at Sutter's Mill
in California began another epoch in St. Joseph history - that as a
jumping off place for westward immigrants. By the end of January some
of the first emigrants began to show themselves in St. Joseph. Fredrich
R. Kurz in his journal wrote:
"The first arrivals from the East were two rich merchants from
New York. They had traveled in a sleigh direct from their homes
to this point."
By the middle of February the Missouri began to thaw and was open
to navigation. Thousands of gold seekers began to pour into the town
and stedmboats ho?énly'un1oaded passengers but also mules, horses, cattle,
vehicles and other commodities. The Tanding place was as busy as a bee hive.

By March 1849 the St. Joseph Gazette reported upwards of 500 people camped

around the city waiting for green grass to grow on the prairie so they could
begin the journey of approximately four months. Between April 1 and June
15, 1849 a total of 1,508 wagbns crossed by ferry at St. Joseph and an add-
itional 685 wagons,crossed’four miles north at another ferry. This has been
estimated at approximafely 8,000 people. By 1850 the number of Spring
arrivals rose to a guessed 40,000 to 50,000 people camped around St. Joseph.
In the early years of emigration approximately one-half of all emigrants to
the West traveled through St. Joseph.

Frederich Kurz observed:

"The city was packed so full of people that tents were pitched about the

citykand aionﬁ&the opposite bgnkiof the river in‘suaﬁindmbersvthat
we seemed to bé beSieged,by’an army. ﬁEvéky house lot that
was enclosed became a stable and brought money to the owner."
"Not Tess entertaining was the horror many of these emigrants had

of the Indians; and even of the pioneers. They went about the streets
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heavily armed. They never failed to carry pistels and
Tong knives in their belts. The inhabitants of St.
Joseph, on the contrary had more to fear from these
adventurers than they had to fear from us."

Emigrants inched their wagons up the line to the ferry where

wheels would be removed and wagons taken acrbss the river. Approximately

30 wagon & day could be ftaken per ferry. An 1849 emigrant, John McWilliams

wrote:

"We had to move our wagons by hand for two or three days to get
them to }ﬁe ferry.... They were so close together that the wagon tongues
| ran each under the wagon preceding it... This long stream
of wagons never stopped day or night, and a number of steam-

boats were used as ferries to help them get across.”

The St. Joseph Gazette of February 9, 1849 boasted of the amount of

items available to the emigrant.
"not an article wanted by an emigrant, from nhis team and wagon
down to his camp kettle and frying pan,~but which'may be had of
the best material and quality in the town of Sf, Joseph"

Some items could be purchased for as much as 30% less in St. Joseph than

they could in Independence.

Many wagon trains were loaded at St. Joseph with provisions and wares
and taken to Salt Lake and other Western points. Freighting business grew

so St. Joseph became the supply depot for outlying civilization.
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PONY EXPRESS e

Tn 1859 the first cross state railroad - The Hanibal-St. Joseph - ﬁ;}l ﬂg?L
reached St. Joseph. In celebration a special delegation from Chicago, St. ;ﬁﬁk‘ o
Louis and Hannibal arrived and a parade of citizens, militia, bands and
wagons accompanied them to the Missouri River where they ceremoniously
dumped juas of water from the Atlantic Ocean, Lake Michigan and Mississippi
River into the Missouri River. St. Joseph remained the western railhead of
the nation for several years.

After the gold rush and the resulting increase in population in . E%

R L

California the demand for mail delivery from the United States qrew, Wi .

foew”Wﬂh UL
Several methods were tried before the Pony prress One was ?% sh1p from
ot s 83l J{Qf {ﬂ,«&{“ﬂﬂ“’“} Wy (. 1

New York to the Isthmus of Pagama and then by ship aga%n to San Francisco.
A~ ;Js‘“[’ ,

This took approximately 30 days. Another method was the Butterfield Overland

Mail Comoany which took a southern route to San Francisco and took about

(e »’u 5

23 days. This route went from St. Louis to Fort Smith, Arkansas; E1 Paso, o

Texas; Yuma, Ariz; Los Angeles and San Francisco.

\\‘i
. 5t ‘\J S
In the 1850s the South was a smoldering tinderbox for rebellion. The ¥ @ﬁﬂ&%
northern states feared that California could be cut off from the rest g§y*%?j>§:i¢
of the free states if the South seceded and disrupted the southern mail f/i\fgﬁ)xﬁ*v§
NG A
~\§ i

route of Butterfield. A safer route to California needed to be secured. This AH4
along with the desire for a faster mail delivery led to the conception of
the Pony Express.
In the fall of 1854, Senator Gwin of California made a trip to
Washington via the Central Route with B.F. Ficklin, general supertendant
of the Russell, Majors and Waddell freighting firm, as companion part of
‘the way. They discussed the possibility of the Central Route being a
mail route and Senater Gwin approached Russell, the head of the firm, with
the idea. Tn }“59 w1th the comp]et1on of the Hann1ba1 St. Joseph Ra11road the

plan emerged for a horseback express mail: service by the Central Over1and
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California and Pike's Peak Express Company (corporation formed by Russell,
Majors and Waddell in 1859 to operate their stage lines). At first Majors
and Waddell were not as enthusiastic as Russell as to the profitability

of such a venture but the expectation of a government subsidy made them

more willing. The offer was ﬁade to Congress to provide mail service

for $500 round trip. Pro - Southern Senators who did not want northern com-
munications with California improved blocked the proposal to pay for the
Pony Express mail carrying. However, Russell, Majors and Waddell decided to
to ahead with the gamble on their own hoping to eventually gain the mail

contract.

Facts concerning the Pony Express:

Map showing the route and stations.

Home stations were at 40 mile intervals along the route and relay stations were
at 10 to 15 mile intervals. There were 190 stations in all. 80 to 100
riders were hired. The advertisement read:
Wanted
.Vound skinny wiry fellows not over eighteen. Must be expert
riders willing to risk death daily. Orphans preferred. Wages
$25 per week. Apply, Central Overland Express, Alta Bldg., Montgomery

St.

The saddle was a lightweight one designed and made by Israel Landis at his

St. Joseph saddle factory. A easily removable cover, called a mochila, fit over
the saddle. On each corner of the mochila was a cantina which held the maiT;
There were fitted with locks, and the keys would be kept only at Salt Lake

City, San Francisco and Saint Joseph. Usually each man rode 25 to 30 miles perj

day, ten miles per horse. - The shortest time taken to run the route was:
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/E_ with the usual time being 10 days |
$150 to $200 was pa1d for edch of the -approximately 400 horses used.
The quality of the horse is revealed because at the time an ordinary

horse was about $50.

The fee for carrying a letter was $5.00 per 1/2 ounce but was later

reduced to $2.50. " ,r’ 1 e

T
y‘ r;i‘tJ{\“ e \ ;}j‘
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The first rider left on Apr11 3, 1860 from the Pony Express Stables
in St. Joseph. Joh;ny.Fry is usually given credit for being the first
rider. The steam ferry "Denver" was waiting to take the rider across the
Missouri River. On April 4th, a rider left San Francisco bound for the
East. | |

On April 3rd flags and bunting were put on buildings in St. Joseph
and a hb]iday:spirit filled the town. Streets were crowed with people
wanting to see the first rider begin his run which would begin as soon as
the mail arrived via the Hannibal-St. Joseph Railroad.

Ceremonies were hé]dvin which speeches were given by St. Joseph Mayor
Jeff Thompson and Alexander Majors. The theme was: "The mail mustkgo through."
As an election was approaching, Mayor Thompson could not resist flowery
oratory for the voters before firing the canon from the Pony Express offices
Tocated at the Patee House which officially started the run at 7:15PM. He
said in part:

"The mail must go through. Hurled by flesh and blood across 2,000
miles of desolate space... neither storms, fatique, darkness, mountains, or

Indians, burning sand or snow must stop the precious bags. The mail must go."



The gamble of Russell, Majors and Waddell failed as the government never
gave them‘the‘contract they wanted or paxd them §§g349 548 owed from
previous losses during the Mormon War of 1857 which they had expected to
receive. Also they'mdrtgaged their property to Ben Holladay who advanced
funds to continue their operation.

Then in 1861 three things happened to cause the demise of the Pony
Fxpress. First, when the South did secede and disrupt the Butterfield
southern mail route, instead of giving the contract for the Central
Route to Central Overland California and Pike's Peak Company, Congress divided
the responsibility. They gave Butterfield the line west of Salt lLake
City and the line east to St. Joseph was given to}the Central Overland California
and Pike's Peak Company. But by this time Russell, Majors and Waddedl were
bankrupt. They had spent $700,000 leaving a $200,000 deficit and Holladay
forclosed on his mortgage and took over ‘the Centra] Overlénd california and
Pike's Peak Company. Thirdly, the telegraph 11ne from east to west was
completed in 1861 securing rapid commun1cat10n between California and the
Union. The Pony Express Was ended onkOctober 26, 1861. |

The Pony'Express was a remarkab]e fete in American hwstory Although
sevéra1 men lost their Tives from Indians, only one mail pouch was Tost.

After runing 18 months, the total disfance covered by the Pony Express

equaled 24 times around the earth.
) it
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5 .
JEFF. THOMPSON aéf «;§§
One of St. Joseph's most colorful mayor's was Meriwether "Jeff" XEXQQ ‘Q
Thompson. Born in 1826, he was kearedlin Harper's Ferry, Virginia - a wg;_&f €§
slave state. As a boy he frequently rode in the cart of a black man named ?fiilvgz
Jeff. Thg‘nickname stuck and he later adopted it legally. After attending %§?$§:T§§
the mi]itafy atademy at Charleston, Virginia, he.came'by steamboat to t§7 § 'j%
Liberty Landing, Missouri whe he was only 20 years old. A year later ‘%}gi;;iiﬁ
ThdmpSon moved to St. Joseph WOrkihqbin a mercantile and:grbqery store. Byﬁ%uég_ééqﬁ
joinihg the‘Survéyinq party fdt*f?e Hannibal - St. Joseph Rai]roaQ’mﬁfm 1mk; gj .§ iz
d railr e insering.. 1 ha e

gained a know]edqe of surveying and railroad Tﬁne engineering. Later Thomp-

son was engineer in charge of Construction of the WEstern“Division of the
Hannibal and St. Joseph Rai1road»and‘invo1ved‘in'the.devé1opment of several
smaller railroads. This growing reputatidn as a rai1roéd builder would
unfortunéte]y be interupted by the Civil War.

After'béing elected mayor in 1859, one of.the\most,wéll.knowh events
Thompson was involved ib was the send-off of the Pony Express on April 3,
‘1860. ThpmpSOn was only 31 years old at the tiﬁé_df}his eleétion.* |

But storm c1ons of the Civfl War were géthéringkand "Jeff" Thompson's
1ife’bégan to take another turn. After the eiection of Lincoln and the
secession by the Southern States begah; Thompson's southefh ﬁpbr{nging came
forth. In 1861 he was active in the formation of two state militia companies
in St. Joseph and became a Colonel in the Missouri State Guard.

It was at this time that the "flag incident" occurred.. Because of tension
in St. Joseph, a c¢ity ordinance had been,passed,forbidding the.fiying of any
flag. However, the newly appointed Postmaster, John Bittinger, hoisted the
United States flag over the Post Office. Prdtésté were vofcéd'and an angry

mob of 500 soon gathered demanding the flags removal. Thompson, a city 1eader

and prominent c1tizen was engaqed in the rea] estate bus1ness across the streets ,

and after haV1ng had ‘a few drinks felt rock1ess enough to 1ead a group in the
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forceful removal of the flag. They climbed the building and tore down the
flag while Jeff Thompson blew a toy bugle.

After this, Federal troops came to St. Joseph to break up the Missouri
State Guard and quell tensions. Thompson went South to join the Confederate
army where he was commissioned Brigidier General, becoring famous as the
“Swamp Fox of the Confederacy". He was effective in pinning down many
Federal troops in the Tow and swampy lands of Southeast Missouri.

Thompson had a chance to show his Jeadership even during the year
he was in the Federal prison in Ohio after his capture. As spokesman for
the prisoners, he improved some of their conditions.

Upon his release, Thompson returned to Southeast Missouri where he
resumed his fight. But when the end of the war came he was able to accept
the defeat of the South and Reconstruction.

Instead of returning to his home in St. Joseph, he moved to New
Orleans where he was Chief Engineer of the Board of Pub]%c,works of the State
of Louisiana. But in 1876, 111 health was. upon him and herreturned to

St. Joseph where he died of consumption at the age of 50 years.
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CIVIL WAR
Much information can be written about the Civil War. I have tried to Timit
this to what might be useful to an exhibit.
MAP. Page 3, MUSEUM GRAPHIC VI, No. 1 or map already on exhibit.
The area of Missouri along the Missouri River which included Buchanan
County was known as Little Dixie. This was becuase 3/4s of the settlers in this area
were from or descendents of those from the southern slave holding states - especially
Tennessee and-Kehtucky. They brought their Southern sympathies with them.
Slaves made up about 9% of the population. There were a few large slaveholders
but most owned one or two slaves.
‘Buchanan County was located in the Northern part of Little Dixie. In the
late 1850s Buchanan County had 2,000 slaves valued at $1,500,000. This gives
some idea of the connection some would feel to the Confederacy.
However, the 1860 Presidehtia] election shows that Missou;ians as a whole

were more in favor of reconcialiation of the differences between the North and the

South.
Missouri Buchanan County
17,028 452 Lincoln (Rep. - against any more
~slave territory) :
58,801 1,226 Douglas (No. Dem. - Each state or
territory should decide

~on slavery) d

h8,372 1,287 Bell (Constitutional Union ~c0mp\-4s""‘*‘(1
on slavery. Preserve Union)

31,317 614 Breckznr1dge (So. Dem.- No

slavery restrictions)
To most Missourians the Civil War actually began in 1854 with the Congressional
passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Act. Earlier the Missouri Compromise of 1820
had stated that no other slave states above Missouri's southern border in the
Louisiana Territory could be formed. Now with the Kansas-Nebraska Act, this
was repealed and the legality or prohibition of slavery could be decided by
those who séttled there. . Northerners (chiefly from New England) began to move

into Kansas. This worried Missourians who feared a free state on their western




-f"border and they a!so rushed.vnte Kansas hopzng to gain control of the :

terr1tory These proslaveny and ant1slavery men, resorting to armed v1o1ence,
began a smaTT sca1e Civ11 War M1ssour1 "border ruff1ans" attacked free 5011

sett1ements Ab011t1on1st bands, notably one 1ed by John Brown, ra1ded pros]avery k

”v‘?‘centers These ra1ds and. the press actua]ly gave an erroneous conceptxon of
l7ﬂ-Massouri s leyalty to both the North and the South because 1n tnuth few M1ssour1ans}»

‘“hneﬁ?tookvpart in. the Kansas outrages Most Mlssourians believed 1n maxntenance of
::the Union, There was only a small secess1on1st element in the state and 1t was

'ihabte to:ekertﬂwnftuence beyond 1ts~numbers However, reports from "Bleedqng

'Kansas" kept sectxona] passiens 1nf1amed throughaut the country

A]ong the state 11ne men on both swdes felt the need to band together if

Ta”not for ra1d1ng, at 1east for protect1ve assoc1at1ons from guerr111as So we see, - o
_ ‘the hlstory of Western guernw?las began 1n M1ssour1 severa1 years before the |
i beglnn1ng of the C1v11 war 1n 1861 The resu]t was that the Civti War 1n

'ft’Mtssour1 was not a war ef great armies and off1cers, th1s was a bloody Toca1

1nsurrect1on, a war between frvends and nefghbors - a c1v1] war in the true

def1n1t1on of the word W1th the off1c1a1 outbreak of the: war at Fort Sumter

- 1in Apr11 ]861 both s1des along ‘the Missouri- Kansas border felt the1r acts
»fnow had some 1ega11ty Men were wa1t1ng for the opportunxty to take revenge
‘for th1ngs that had happened in the years before 1861, 1 0005 of 1nnocent

_peopie were to pay for the prewar acts of a few rad1ca1 mern.

There were many sk1rmishes between regu?ar and 1rregu1ar troops dur1ng

the war in M1ssour1 (poss1b1y show list from Museum Graphlc) The maJor p011t1ca1

Tdeve1opments 1n Mlssour1 dur1ng the ear?y years of the war were

In the gubanator1a} campa1gn of 1860 the Democrat Claiborne Jackson campaigned

 ‘for the Un1on Secretly he, was a secess1on1st After h1s elect1on in 1861 he .

'refused to. prOV1de the state volunteers that L1nco1n requested Instead, he,formede

aeStatetGuard, erdeh1ng.them,1ntp summer encampments and,eoliect1ng«ggns;and
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SpOttinQ'them oVer\the»etate.'

In the meant1me, a state convent1on was he}d and it was decxded that there
was no reason for Mlssour1 to 1eave the Un1on Governor Jackson of course,,
d1sagreed with th1s and moved the seat of the state government to Boonvxl]e
Genera1 Pr1ce was h1s m111tary 1eader of the M1ssour1 State Guard '

Br1g Genera1 Nathan1a] Lyon of the Un1on ‘was sent to M1ssour1 with three
‘ogoaTs L) stop the MISSOUPT State Guard from organ1z1ng and mOV1ng south to |
“Jo1n up w1th the Confederacy 2) Take control of the M1ssour1 River. -,3) Take

contro1 of the ra11road Lyon d1d stop the State Guard recru1tment and kept
’tmany men from go1ng South in organ1zed groups But th1s Teft many potent1a11y
actwve men beh1nd the battte 11nes | Some of. these men became guerr111as

By August 1861 Governor Jackson had moved te Spr1ngf1e1d M1ssour1 However;';fsf
“on July 20 a state convent1on had dec?ared the off1ce of governor and lt governor‘_.(;i:',l

_ vacant The new prov1s1ona1 governor was Ham11ton Gamble who ser1ous1y

des1red peace and conc111at1on for M1ssour1 Jackson d1d not accept the
dec1s1on of the state conVent1on and st111 conszdered h1mse1f the Tlegal governor
of M1ssouri Br1g Gen Lyon fe]t that the north of the state was secure B

enough to go south after Jackson as he was a ra11y1ng po1nt fer sece551on1sts

On August 10, 1861vthe Battle of W1ison.s~Creek ensued,between,ﬁenera} Lyon~57;
Un1on men and Genera1 Price's Confederate men. It'was one-of the severest

‘ batt]es of ‘the war from the point of casua1t1es among the men engaged The{ﬂijff;37ru

Unton force was beaten and forced to retreat.. Even though they were outnumbered ‘
Up‘two to one, they almast won., General Lyon: was kwlled ) Fﬁ%tfi-‘: ’J} | ‘
| Under Genera1 Fremont Union torces pushed Confederate forces back. and forth Ay
;across the. state sometmmes without a f!ght unt11 the Battle of Pea Rldge Ark en*ﬁhut
bFebruary 23 1862 where the Union ho]d on. M1ssour1 was secured Th1s ended the
"ma?or battles 1n M1ssourf and kept the Confederate army out

%
}. et} 1;3

-'%% In October 1861 Gov Jackson had ca11ed a spec1a1 state 1eg1stat1ve ses,to

‘“§% %t Neosho,_Mo They passed an ord1nance of secesston and 1n November 1861 Mwssouri




| ‘T and spent the. wwnter of ]861 62 on Prospect Hl]i - north of town over1ook1ng the |
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iwas accepted as the 12th Confederate State. However,fsihce this, Neosho assembly -
lacked a quorum in both houses and since Jackson had a]ready been rep1aced by

- Gamble, secession was illegal.

St Joseph Mo..was re?atlveTy ca]m dur1ng the war: years due to the »
preeence of var1ous m111tary groups ' After the flag 1nc1dent 1n May 186] (hetehredp?
to 1n Jeff Thompson part) and unt11 June 1861 the U S Dragoens were stattoned
in St. Joseph to ward of f further troub]e They were rep]aced by the Second

| Iowa Infantry who hema1ned unt11 August 1861. Durwng a several day gap after ‘
~?the1r departure a Confederate reg1ment moved 1n to town They were poor]y
~d1sc1p11ned and poor1y off1cered soldxers who spent the1r ttme drtnk1ng and
v :f1ght1ng “The upset town was glad to see them repIaced by another raw militia
greup = th1s time Un1en - from Grand Rlver The group to spend the most time

‘1n St Joseph was the 16th and 52nd Il]1no1s Regiments.‘ They came 1n September

citys Cannon practlce was he]d by f1r1ng over the c1ty Themr presence kept g
i»th1ngs qu1et around St. Joseph Dur1ng the rest of the war years, Buchanan ‘i
v‘and Platte Count1es made up the 7th M111tary D1str1ct and government off1c1als“
1.fe1t there was a need for militia to protect the1r homes. Presmdent Lwncoln gy
‘ agreed to th1s especwa]ly because he reasoned that 1t mwght keep men home who t:
'otherw1se wou1d have Joaned the Confederates Th1s m111t1a adopted the name ofh5
‘"Paw Paws'~ Legend says that after chas1ng out]aws, be1ng t1red, mudcaked =
thornscratched and footsore the patro? walked down a muddy road in the ra1nt A'S
'Jfarmer saw them and asked '"Where Ya been?“t’ ' ,‘ A R
"Up in- them hillsy answered a- rear rank pr1vate, who could sme]] the
f'cooktng odors from the cabin. ' o LM Pk -

' "Watch' a been do1ng7" was the query

“chk1n Paw Paws‘ﬁ came the answer from the d1sgrunt1ed

\LThe rest Qf the patro1 roared w1th 1aughter and carr1ed the storyﬁback to th

“regwment Cr1t1cs say they got the1r name because they sPen_:most of the1rat1
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hiding in the woods among the Paw Paw trees.

One of the main'incidents of the war around St.;Joseph’waS the Platte
River Bkidge dfsaster of September 3, 1861.  Missouri "bushwhackers" expecting
a kegihent of Union men burned the Platte River bridge of the Hannibal-

St. Jbéeph,Railroad.,fInstead.of»soldiers, the train was Qné]f@r passengers.
Sixteen»pedple were killed When‘the train b]uhgéd’into the river.

Also, at various times during the'war,‘torch]ight parades took place in .
the streets of St. Joseph. Union men marchihg onebway and'Cohfederate men
marching the other way would meet. Fists and curses filled the air.

An eStiméted 16000 to 2000 men went South. from Buchanan County to fight for

_ the Confederacy during the war. ‘Moﬁt went singly or unorganized. The

son]y company of men to make it to the South was that of Captain John Landis.

Some of the other prominent St. Joseph Confederates were Gereral Jeff

Thompson, the“Swambfox"; and ETijah Gates who went in as a private in a company

formed near Eastoh,'Mo._and came_o&fjaf the war as a Brig. Génera]. - He fought
in the battles of Lexington; Elkhorn (Pea Ridge) and Corinthi‘ Five times he
‘was}wounded, three times'capturéd; twice EScabed and five horses were shot from
under him._'In 1871 Gétesfbecame sheriff of Buchanan County and in 1876, he

”¥““becamelthe State Treasurer of Missouri.

i ™
7 A,
Forat F

L
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GUERRILLAS
‘d“Guerrj11a fighting is aneaspect that the border war is most

characterized by. The most famous guerr111a>1eaders were William C.
f'QuantfiT1,‘Bi1] Andersdh and George Toddg ATheseTirrégq1ak'bahds of -
pro«southern'fighting "men" were mostly boys. All three of these leaders
1werevki]1ed‘durihg the war.

‘Fhank and Jesse James began their careers as outlaws as members of
Quantr111 s band ¢ The James brothers are . remembered as out]aws but
not much pub11c1ty 1s q1Ven to how they got their start Jesse Jamea‘mae‘
born”1n 1847 in Clay County, Missouri. His father was a Bapt1st minister .
f%om Kentdcky; L1v1nq S0 near the Kansas border “he ‘grew up with the -
border war violence around him. After his father S death‘enroute;to,
Caiifornia37his mother'marrfed Dh Samuel;7a150faeproFSoutherner ‘ Fhank*di*""'“\
James Jesse's o]der brother Jo1ned up w1th Quantr111 3 guerr111as and 1n the
Sor1nq of 1863 Un1on troopers terror1zed the fam11y home 1ook1ng for Frank
‘ They hunq his step father but. he was cut down in time to save h1s Tife.
Jesse, at age 15, was fcrced to watch; Soon after he t00‘J01neszuantr111f§va
guerrillas and rode with them fn"the rain on'Lawrenee Kansas in Auédst 13631: ]

Some ex querr111as had a- hard t1me adgustwng to peace t1me 11fe‘ Many who ;
had Joaned as boys knew no other way of 11fe Thus the1r faght cont1nued
Bank ho1d~up5 came natural to ex-guerrillas They had found out dur1ng the war ;ﬁ;
the hahdeome amount of cash such places he]d and how eas11y they could be takenQ‘
MTssour1 got the national name of ”Out?aw State" and it was believed that
the "James Younqer Gang" of ex C1v11 War querr111as was most]y respon51b1e.;ﬂ
Th1s was danqerous bus1ness and by the ear]y 18003 many had been k1TTed or f

1mpr1soned The Youngers were captured in Northf1e1d M1nnesota in 1876 and

in 1882 Jesse James was assass1nated an Frank James surrendered

The part St Joseph p]ays 1n the James gang h1story 15 that Jesse James xvd

- under the name of Tom Hnward moved to St Joseph 1n November 1881 w1th h1s



wwfe, lee, seven year o1d son and three year old daughter. Also w1th them
came Char]ey Ford whom they referred to as “Ceus1n" Secret]y, ‘he’ was
1nvo]ved ina plot to k111 Jesse for the rewahd of $10 000 The James U
fam11y 11ved qu1et1y 1n St.- Joseph mak1ng sure the1r ch11dren attended‘
hSunday Schoo1 and towns peop]e were surpr1sed that the man k111ed on Apr11
v‘3 1882 was in fact Jesse James, the out]aw. Sometlme between 8 00 and 9: 00
in the morn1ng he was shot 1n the back of the head by Bob Ford 24 year 13L_1W
N o]d brother of Charley, at the James home at 13th and Lafayette Streets.iﬁ

! Jesse James was 34 years old The body was taken to the fam11y farm

ftwnear Keerhy, M1ssour1 for bur1a1f¥"
So ended the hxstory of guerr11a warfare 1n M1ssour1._ Others ef the
fo1d C1V11 war qangs were now reach1ng m1dd1e age but they aTsays seemed

to have a certawn notor1ety.. 3




E '.1;0 aTmost avery area of the West The seven 1ead1ng wholesa‘

- MERCANTILE PERIODJ‘ ) |

After the Civil War St Joseph began to grow aga1n.¢ During the fifgt .

v two years 3 000 bu11d1ngs were erected Populat1on began r1s1ng and_went from

“19 565 in 1870 to 102, 000 in 1900 Th1s per1od of t1me becamewknown as
 st Joseph S Go]den Age./~ . A (R S i

As a whoYesa!e mart and aobb1ng Center 5

7capac1ty

Missour1 Va11ey Its whoTesale trade is. of no sudden grﬂwth and miT}a

commerc1a1 trave11ers are ca111hg upon the reta1]ers af.the great wéster

area of the countz” every thwrty days. : ff

‘Exhxbzts cou1d represent each of the seven areas of buswne 5?, Prdmiﬁen;

names WEre*7

RY GG@BS*t Toot}e and Fairleigk _hiaff1ater became Toat}e,

_ Br1ttain aﬂd Overman

Miifdohn S Lemon and Compaﬂyfﬁyeﬂa¥‘

'GRQCEQYk ”" HNave,‘McCofd“andrCampany ‘



‘ 7f?ggmggaz;ﬂni5'Dougherty, Ray and Company

HARDHARES e wyeth and’ Company

Talbot Fa1r1eigh and Company

3'%¥{ﬂ4$hu1tz and Hosea *

TQ;FURNITURE: ‘ﬁLou1s Hax - Targest furn1ture‘factory west of Mi

George i Hoagland and Son f*an"

}v}nBOOTS AND SHOES Victor B. Buck and Cempany

il Hundley, Judd and Company
DRUGS: e W, " GarTichs

'VICTORIAN PERIOD

The 1ater 19005 can’be refe‘red tozas‘thé

.ca11ed because th1s was the twme of Queen V1ct

»1901)

*af such homes.

“home west of the Miss1ssipp1 R1ver‘to be decor?

“1n the Ha11 Street Dwstrict Wholesa1ers, bankers‘ann;ra11raad buxlders 3a;






52

Though exiles, we shall seem to be

In Lovers' Lane, Saint Jo.

Although born in St. Lou1s in 1850 and spend1ng h1s career in

var1ous c1t1es, F1e1d spent some of h1s happlest moments 1n St Joseph

In 1871 he v1s1ted the home of h1s co1lege roommate, Ed Comstock and

;f fell in Tove W1th h1s fourteen year o]d s1ster, Ju11a}c‘astock F1e1d

“then twenty one, with no sign of employment, prooosedlto Ju]wa ‘ However,:v‘
‘1her surpr1sed father sa1d the wedd1ng must wa1t unth she was e1ghteen

and he was gainfu11y employed After obta1n1ng a Job w1th the 'ST. LOUIS ¥~]n]o‘
‘;ﬂn October 16

‘JOURNAL F1e1d got the postponment reduced to two years“
”"‘1873 Eugene and Ju11a were marr1ed at the Christ prscopa] Church 1n fh,f'f;figl

St. Joseph The wedd1ng was a soc1a1 event as the: Comstock s_wene we11~l".ff

'-'to—do There were thlrty four weddlng cakes and each'wo an. present

| recexved a nosegay bouquet from the tab1e centerp1ece (C }d exh1b1t

‘ ngedd1ng dress)

: From 1875 to 1876 Eugene er?d worked as a’ reporter and helped
: typeset for the ST JOSEPH GAZETTE Then he worked for the ST LOUIS
TIMES JOURNAL KANSAS CITY TIMES DENVER TRIBUNE and the'CHICAGO MORNING‘

d‘>NEWS becom1ng we11 known for h1s artwcles

Another we]] known poem of F1e1d S was wr1tten after the death of &

hws furst born 1nfant son.. “thtle Boy B1ue“ 1s perhaps h1s best Toved

poem._;lﬁwgf5

" The 1itt1e tay7dog'%sﬁcaveréd?with‘dust~ g
d . But stundy and staunch he stands,. :
'And the 11tt1e toy so1d1er is red uith rust,, | ¥

And hws musket mou1ds 1n h1s hands

@fQAy, fafthful to LittTe»Boy'BTue ‘e stand,’

Each 1n the same old ﬂTace,_;.ff;fAff




The Golden Age in St. Joseph

Many of the towns west of the
Mississippi River arose swiftly. These
boom towns emerged with discoveries
of gold, silver, and lead. Others became
important cattle shipping towns. No
matter what the reason, boom towns
were erected almost overnight. Saloons
general stores, and hotels were quickly
built and opened immediately for bus-
iness. The only problem with these
flourishing towns was the decline and,
sometimes, desertion of these once
busy centers when resources ran out.
St. Joseph, Missouri, did some booming
itself, but not at the initial phase of its
growth. There were no resources nearby
like those exploited by the towns out
west. St. Joseph became a supplier for
those towns, thus making a solid
foundation on which to build. Yet,
St. Joseph was going to boom and stay
around for a long time. This boom came
in three different stages during the
period from 1880 through early 1900.

The Golden Age in St. Joseph began
in 1880 and lasted until 1900. It was
equivalent to the Gay Nineties nation-
wide. The first stage of the Golden
Age Dbrought many changes to St.
Joseph. A free public library was estab-
lished in 1890, and 3,272 volumes were
donated by the old library association.
By March, 1891 the library purchased
more books and had 5,510 volumes for
home use along with many reference
books. This library was erected at 6th
and Charles, and during the winter of
1891 and 1892 it was moved to 10th and
Sylvanie. As the population grew,
another branch was opened as an ex-
periment in the business section of the
city.

Not only did the library notice the
increase in population, but the board of
education realized the need for more
schools. By August, 1890 the board
announced in the St. Joseph Daily
Gazette the need for more room and
more schools. At that time the school
board consisted of sixteen members
elected without pay, and, according to
one source, the sessions made for spicy
reading. The public school district con-
sisted of fifteen square miles and owned

by Barbara Clark

thirty-two of the thirty five buildings
in which it operated schools. The dis-
trict employed 278 teachers and had an
enrollment of 11,054 students. Annual
operation was $250,000, and all the
schools were ranked among the best in
the West.

In 1891 the state of Missouri passed
a law requiring every teacher to attend
an institute taught by the county super-
intendent and consisting of at least two
weeks of training in pedogogy. The
people of this growing town realized
their future lay in the hands of their
youth and, thus, provided for the
continuation of prosperity.

By February, 1893 The St. Joseph
Herald proclaimed that the St. Joseph
high school stood first among any insti-
tution of its kind. Other sources used
stated St. Joseph was the only city in
Buchanan County with a high school.
The University of Missouri gave cre-
dence to twenty-three accredited high
schools in the state. Four-year high
schools operated in thirty towns, and
more than one hundred towns con-
ducted two-year and three-year high
schools.

Private schools emerged as many
immigrants of different backgrounds
and religions formed organizations for
the betterment of their offspring. One
such organization was the German
School Society (Deutscher Schul-Verein).
This was a charter organization of
German American citizens, who made
the school board include mandatory in-
struction in German, as well as in
English, in all schools. Another such
group initiated the parochial school at
the Church of Immaculate Conception
where both languages were taught by
the Sisters of the Order of St. Joseph.
Many other Catholic schools were also
established in St. Joseph. St. Patrick’s
school for boys was directed by the
Christian Brothers, and the Sisters of
St. Joseph directed one for the girls.
Other parishes included Holy Rosary,
St. Mary’s, and Wyatt Park. A private
female academy was set up and con-
ducted by Dr. Charles Martin until
1893. The Academy of the Sacred Heart

and Christian Brothers College were
also very prominent schools.

The children who filled these schools
often came from families moving west-
ward. Large numbers of people passed
through the city, but many stayed to
establish homes in St. Joseph. Housing
lots sold rapidly and in great quantities.
In April, 1890 one hundred choice lots
went on sale between 22nd and 24th
streets that fronted on Francis, Jule,
and Faraon. The very next month one
hundred more lots in a section fronting
on Faraon, Francis, Jule, Felix, and
Edmond went on sale but did not turn
out to be a great success. The northern
part of the city also put lots up for sale
in the Walker Addition. Most of the lots
were sold to wealthy men, who in-
tended to increase their fortunes by
their knowledge of St. Joseph as a
natural distributing point for the vast
territory out west. According to one
source, new mansions were built “with
stone fortresslike walls, stained glass
windows, turrets, and towers reminis-
cent of the old castles along the Rhine.”
One such beautiful home was started
in 1890 for Alfred T. Smith, a whole-
sale merchant, at 802 Hall Street. The
constructors were the soon to be
famous architect and building firm of
Eckel and Mann. Smith sold the house
before it was finished, and John J.
Tootle became the owner in 1892 at its
completion. Samuel M. Nave, capitalist
and part owner of Nave-McCord Whole-
sale Business, had a beautiful home
built by the architect E.J. Eckel at
22nd and Clay Streets. Another beauti-
ful country home, built in what is now
Stonecrest, was called Clifton Forest.
The home was a show place in St.
Joseph. The country place was owned
by John D. Richardson and his wife
Alie, owners of Richardson Dry Goods
Company.

With the establishment of beautiful
homes, the atmosphere of the city
changed, also. A flavor of Southern
hospitality and charm became known in
St. Joseph, Missouri. That charm, plus
economic opportunity, provided for the
advancement of communication and
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Trade; Richardson, Roberts, Byrne, and
Company (Importers and Jobbers); Brit-
tain, Smith, and Company; Wood Manu-
facturing Company, Improved Dry
Goods and Notions and Manufacturer
of Men’s Furnishings; and Midland
Coffee and Spice Company. These
wholesale houses kept over 1,000 sales-
men on the roads traveling for their
respective St. Joseph businesses.

The increase of business permitted
people the freedom to relax and enjoy
life a little more. The University of
Missouri organized its first football team
in 1890, and county fairs became events
not many wanted to miss. A track
built at Lake Contrary by the Lake
Shore Company was one-half a mile long
with grandstands seating a capacity of
3,000. St. Joseph’s Fair Association
formed during that time of fast harness
horses and odd-shaped tracks. The asso-
ciation then built a mile long track,
and the city boasted of its record break-
ing horses, Nancy Hanks and Martha
Wilkes. Purses of $500 and $1,000 were
put up to attract the best horses. By
August, 1893 over 400 race horses were
entered at the fair.

Bicycling had also become very pop-
ular, along with the cakewalk, two-step,
waltz, schottische, and polka. Some of
these dances were put to use at the
many weddings, receptions, and parties
that dominated the “Social Swim” re-
corded in the St. Joseph Daily Gazette.

A typical dress worn in this period
consisted of olive silk taffeta trimmed
with yellow ruching and black lace. The
sleeves often were puffed with a bustle
on the skirt. The calling ensemble re-
sembled a silk cafe-au-lait dress topped
with a fringed black overcape of bead-
encrusted taffeta and heavy net.
Another dress, worn at the Julia Com-
stock-Eugene Field wedding reception,
consisted of a royal blue taffeta and
velvet with an overskirt that billowed
into a lengthy train. An important
accessory to all costumes of this time
was a tiny ruffled parasol. Clothes such
as these were worn to the many balls
that were given in honor of visiting
guests, wedding receptions, coaching
parties, and debutantes. The decorations
for these balls were elaborately done
in palms, plants, as well as in ferns,
and the prevailing colors for flowers
were pink and white. Many roses,
chrysanthemums, and carnations filled
the rooms with their fragrances.

With so many beautiful parties given
in palatial homes, the chance of fires
became greater. The fire department
decided it was time to start building
itself up. The St. Joseph Fire Depart-
ment started making additions in 1889
and built a firehouse at 9th and Doni-
phan Avenue. Another fire station was
added at 18th and Felix in 1891. The
increased population during the next
year necessitated that another firehouse
be built at 10th and Powell. That same
year a fire company occupying an old
building on North 3rd was moved to a
new address on 3rd and Franklin.

Another type of company began in
1890 when Captain Max Manheim or-
ganized a militia called the St. Joseph
Light Guards. In the following year
Manheim became a lieutenant colonel
of the 4th Regiment, and a brigade
encampment was held at Lake Con-
trary. Lake Contrary was a very pop-
ular resort during this time. Shortly
thereafter, Captain Clay C. MacDonald
organized Company “K” that became
known as the “Wickham Rifles” and,
somewhat later, the “MacDonald Rifles”.
A Company “F” was also established
but disbanded several years later.

After days of drilling and practice,
entertainment became a well-sought
after event. One of the best places
to find this type of entertainment was
Tootle’s Opera House, which was built
in 1872. Many productions were pre-
sented in this building until February
2, 1893, when a small fire disrupted
business. By February 15, remodeling
had begun, and, since Milton Tootle,
Jr., had just reached his twenty-first
birthday, he undertook a complete ren-
ovation of the theatre. Crimson Wilton
carpets were laid - thus making it the
“handsomest” theatre west of the
Mississippi River. Mildred Grenier,
author of St Joseph: A Pictorial
History, uses photography to describe
a large auditorium, lobby, and silk
drop curtains along with an advertise-
ment stating the theatre to be “the
handsomest theatre in America.” The
Daily Gazette claimed the New Tootle
Theatre to be “Not Gaudy - (the)
Finest Playhouse in West.” It had the
“largest stage in the country.” Com-
petition arose on March 3, 1893, when
the New Crawford Theatre opened to
the public. The crawford was remodeled
from the old Bijou Theatre that burned.
The Bijou was previously the old

St. Joseph Natatorium, a popular health
resort. On opening night of the Craw-
ford the wealthy, beautiful, and fashion-
able people of St. Joseph attended.

During the day, while others con-
ducted business in mills, wholesale
houses, and manufacturing plants, a few
men tended business in livestock pack-
ing plants. The John Moran Packing
Company opened in 1892 and was
active for several years. Another larger
pork-packing operation called the
Connett Packing Plant began in the
early 1890s. At the height of business,
1200 hogs a day were processed. Then
business slowed, and the operation be-
came unprofitable. Connett closed the
plant and started the Connett Brick-
yard from which many bricks were
used for St. Joseph buildings as they
were constructed.

The meat packing industry was not
the only farm-related business to suffer
in the early 1890s. According to Floyd
C. Shoemaker, who wrote A History of
Missouri and Missourians, the period
between 1891 to 1900 was the worst
ever experienced for Missouri agricul-
ture. Duane Meyer, author of The
Heritage of Missouri: A History, con-
curs with Shoemaker. Meyer states
that the first half of the 1890s was a
very unhappy time for Missouri
farmers. Since 1870 wheat prices
dropped to 43 cents a bushel in 1890,
and corn prices diminished to 45 cents
per bushel in that same time period.
The bottom fell out of all farm prices
during 1893 and 1894. Shoemaker
quotes the price of corn at 29.75
cents per bushel and wheat at 62 cents
a bushel. The farm problem was blamed
on low prices, high and discriminatory
freight rates, oppressive mortgages,
high interest rates, and the drought
that kept production at low yields.

Not only were the farmers having a
rough time, but all of St. Joseph felt
the effects of the Panic of 1893. This
financial depression slowed progress of
all St. Joseph businesses to some de-
gree. Real estate values fell, and bank
owners suffered. The Panic dealt
harshly with A.M. Schuster of Schuster-
Hax National Bank and caused a con-
solidation with another bank, the Saxton
National Bank, to form the First
National Bank of Buchanan County. Be-
fore this problem occurred, St. Joseph
boasted of many prominent banks.
Among these was the German-American
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pusiness that catapulted St. Joseph in-
to its third boom stage from 1897
through 1900.

It took Swift about a year to build
and expand, and in 1898 the modern
Swift and Company Meat-Packing Plant
opened for business. At that same time,
the Hammond Packing Company started
its operation. Many packing plants
were needed, because in 1896 St. Joseph
slaughtered 36,893 livestock, and in 1898
the number increased to 225,894. During
those two years, another major pack-
ing plant began business. The Nelson-
Morris and Company was built, and in
April, 1898, was in full operation. The
increase in meat-packing plants created
a need for a local live stock exchange
building. Construction was started in
1898 on a building to fill that need.
Many of the meat-packing plants vied
for space in this new building. The
St. Joseph Daily News predicted St.
Joseph would become “one of the most
famous live stock markets and most
prominent meat packing points in the
country.”

The meat-packing industry led the
way to employment and new busi-
nesses. Real estate values began to
rise, and more buildings were erected.
1897 and 1898 constituted busy years
for mechanics and laborers and one of
the most active periods for the con-
struction business in the history of St.
Joseph.

Entertainment again became a much
valued pastime. Tootle’s Opera House
introduced symphony concerts to St.
Joseph area residents. The theatre
featured local musicians who perfor-
med in six concerts each year. Other
attractions at the Tootle Theatre for
the 1897-1898 season were productions
entitled “The Bostonians”, “Secret
Service”, “In Gay New York”, “The
Girl From Paris”, “A Black Shop”,
“Under the Red Robe”, “At Gay Coney
Island”, and “Shore Acres”. Single acts
for that same season featured William
H. Crane, John Drew, Richard Man-
sfield, Robert Mantell, E.H. Southern,
Clay Clement, James O'Neil, Julia
Marlowe, Roland Reed, and Stuart
Robson. Some of the production com-
panies that performed at Tootle’s in-
cluded the Dr. Wolf Hopper Opera
Company, Primrose and West, the
Lillian Russell, Della Fox, and Jeffer-
son De Angelis Opera Company, and

Al G. Fields Minstrels.

1897 was a busy year for city of
ficials also. The Missouri State
legislature  instituted a  statute
authorizing the formation of a Board of
Charities, which replaced the county
court and mayor as caretakers for the
poor. The new board alleviated much
time and effort the county and city
had to spend on helping the poor.

During the summer of that year, the
St. Joseph Gas Company absorbed the
St. Joseph Light and Fuel Company as
well as the St. Joseph Gas and
Manufacturing Company. The new
president of that company was Emer-
son McMillan of New York, and A.P.
McDonald of St. Joseph was vice-
president. Competition among utilities
became less of a problem with this
merger.

The superintendent of state schools,
John R. Kirk, campaigned energetically
to replace the state’s “old-fashioned,
unsanitary ‘box car’ type rural
schoolhouses with the new modern
type.” Many towns had already begun
the change, but few rural areas wanted
to change what was  already
established.

At the end of that industrious year,
Lieutenant Colonel Manheim organized
another company of troops. Company
“C” was formed in December, 1897.
Manheim realized the need, because in
April of that following year, President
William McKinley called for volunteers
to fight the Spanish in the Spanish
American War. St. Joseph’s Fourth
Regiment responded quickly. Colonel
Joseph A. Corby was head of that
regiment. McKinley issued a second
call for volunteers in May, and
Missouri’'s Sixth Infantry saw active
service in Cuba. That short war ended
in August, 1898, and the peace treaty
was officially signed in Paris in
December, 1898.

St. Joseph continued to grow and
prosper. By 1898 two telegraph lines
transported news rapidly for St.
Joseph. One was the Postal Telegraph
and Cable Company. The other was the
Western Union. With both companies
in operation communication and trans-
portation were dealt with quickly.

St. Joseph also kept on improving
its municipal services. Late in 1898
the city was paying $60 per electric
lamp in comparison to $90 the year

before. There were 369 lamps through-
out the city. The sewers extended in
length to 49,000 feet. Most followed
natural water courses such as Black-
snake Creek, Bush Branch, Smith
Branch, and Liniment, or Patee, Branch.
The blacksnake branch was an egg-
shaped brick lined sewer. The streets
continued to be plied with asphaltum.
3rd Street from Jule to Franklin and
7th Street from Olive to Robidoux
were upgraded to the standard St.
Joseph liked to have for its transpor-
tation routes.

At the end of the decade St. Joseph
ranked fourth among meat-packing
centers in the world. The top firms
of St. Joseph were Swift and Company,
Nelson-Morris and Company, Hammond
Packing Company, and Krug Packing
Company. The livestock and packing
companies were St. Joseph’s most im-
portant industries.

Other significant developments in
1899 included the erection of permanent
exposition buildings at Lake Contrary
by the St. Joseph’s Street Railway
Company. During the next three years,
exposition events were held annually
in September at these buildings.

More entertainment could be found
as theatres vied for packed houses.
Considerable competition took place in
1899. The old Crawford Theatre changed
hands and, after renovations, became
the Lyceum Theatre. Tootle’s Theatre
and the Lyceum Theatre were two of
the top theatres west of the Mississippi
River. Advertisements were easily dis-
tributed from these two fine houses,
because almost all railroads stopped
at South Union Station for mail, and
street car dispatches brought the mail
to Central Union Station, where eleven
pouches were delivered daily.

With all the increase in population,
business, and entertainment, money be-
gan to multiply, and banks began to
form, renovate, or move to new loca-
tions. Missouri Valley Trust Company
organized in March, 1899, and the
Tootle, Lemon, and Company Bank
moved to beautiful new housing at
6th Street and Francis that same year.

Many changes took place in St.
Joseph during the 1890s. Within that
decade, St. Joseph prospered and al-
most doubled in population. Only one
other city in the United States had
that kind of record - Los Angeles,
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1904 contained 29,000 volumes and cost
the school district $107,000 a year to
house and operate.

By 1904 the school district itself con-
sisted of seventeen educational insti-
tutions. Among them were the public
schools, kindergartens, academies, even-
ing academies, parochial schools, com-
merical colleges, two medical colleges, a
pusiness university, and Christian bro-
thers College.

Yes, St. Joseph was on the move as
it entered the twentieth century. It
was one of the wealthiest cities for
its size in the United States. It had
nine incorporated banks. Three of the
banks were national, and six were or-
ganized under state banking laws.
Wealthy men built St. Joseph and
became wealthier. The town was known
for solid credit and uninflated values.
The buildings were not cheaply con-
structed but were solidly built and
lavishly furnished. The architectural
designs of the buildings as well as the
residences were “not equalled in any
western city.”

Enormous changes occurred in St.
Joseph between 1880 and the early
1900s. St. Joseph went from a mod-
erate-sized town to a large-sized metro-
polis. Three growth stages had taken
place mainly because the panic of
1893 and the ensuing depression
caused significant changes. St. Joseph
began a steady growth in 1880 that
continued through 1893 until the run
on the banks and the decline of farm
and industrial prices. - St. Joseph,
however, did not regress or stand still
but maintained a slow development,
while many towns folded and became
ghost towns. Thus, the second stage
lasted from 1894 until 1897. The, the
meat-packing plants established new
jobs and fresh hopes among the resi-
dents of St. Joseph. From that point
on, St. Joseph began to grow with
enormous prospects for an enticing and
bright future.




