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1S on interstate

Archeologists from St. Joseph
are investigating the discovery
of a number of human bones
along Interstate 29 southwest of
Rock Port at the junction with
Highway No, 111 at the Hunter
farm on the road to Langdon.

First discovery was made
Thursday when a new : >cond-
ary road was being cut through
by graders working for Potash-
nick Construction. Operations
were immediately halted and
Bill Herndon, State Highway
Department district soil and
geology specialist, was notified.
Herndon in turn notified Mike
Fisher of the St. Joseph

- archeological society and Don

Reynolds of the St. Joseph
museum shown in the picture
above.

With Herndon, they began an
extensive search of the area and
have core up with at least eight
separate sets of human re- -
mains from what was believed
to be an Indian burial ground.
Fisher indicated that these .
were appurently secondary bur-
ials explaining that the Indians
ficst buried their dead on
scaffolds and then reburied the
bones later.

The men are looking for
pottery and artifacts to give
some indication of the age of the
bones, but so far only one point
has been found believed to be
part of a spear head.

One large bone was found and .
speculation is that it may have
belonged to a buffalo. Most of
the bones are being forwarded
to Missouri Archeologists at
‘Missouri University for further
study.




On September 27, 1973, coloyr slides, flint peints and an animal bone
spesimen were taker %9 Kamsas City aleng with bhe preliminary site repert
fer the purpese of getting any comment oy recommendation that Mr., Shippee
aight% have ia respeet %o the age and c¢ulture of the burials. Alse for
wdvigse em further dispesitiox.

b, Shippee¢ had beex kept advisad of the fimdings and progrsss at she
highway seustruetion fimd and the subsequent St, Joseph Museus preliminary
iavestigation and salvage effert (deseribed ia previoeus repert) but he

had net seen the fling Peinss mer the animal bene (#3 in repors) that we
suspeeted migut be am anciens bisen herm sore. The large side netched
peint bases hid been fousd in the highway f£ill area several days aftey

the burial site was graded through and remaining sertieams of burials in
the grader baak reneved,

The follewing is frem the cenversation between Mr. Shippee, Don leynolds
and Mike Fisher as pertains to the Reek Creek site..

Upen being shewn the point bases frem the Reek Creek site Mr. Shippee
iamediately ideatified them as frem the Ol4 Cepper culture.

Yes, 014 Cepper culture. This stone masonx up here at Parkville..shat
Aker (R.B.).. fe used te take Aker ou% whem Aker was a bey.. and.. he
found twe that I have illustrsted ia here..(io. . reh. See¢, Research
Series, Neo, 2, Ce%., 1964),.and, my gosh.. eme of them sure is a big
thing! Iivingstea Counmty, Me. (A ia Fig., 12) Amd Dr. Felling up in
Platte County at Westom.. he has one of these. (B in Fig, 12) That's
$he ome that Felliag has right there. That's a traging of 4%,

Some o’d fellow brougut th.t sme (C ia sig. 12) te the Mo, State fair..
That's this ome here. (in hamd) I trseed this thiag about thirty years
ago.. in this fellow's collestion.. arnd abeut ten Yeirs after he died
they were going to have an austior se¢ I had te get up Sheme.. and..
well, they wanted ae to tell Shem what the artifaeds were..and..I had
Shis beek aleng.. and laid that peins dewn er 1% (the $raeing) and they
gave me the poias. I%'s frem the Rdgar Avebew bellection.. he was the
Ciremit Court elerk.. selleeted areund Liberty and prebably dewn %e

the Nebe Hill., This was one ef abous twelve from highway 71 by-pass
whieh mew, I believe, is 291.. and it was Just before 4% sresses the
‘Missouri river, on the east side... aad mew She hill is cempletely gone..
beeause they have doubled the highway. One of these womea frem out at
Raystewn (irchaeologicel Club)..she feund ome (there) amd it was one of
these. (0Old Copper culture) Arext these something! (Fig. 14) There
were a whele bumeh eof these and they are mow up a2t Liberty »% that
little museum. The oms thas Aker beught frem the fellow that he used
te go huntiag with, (Fig. 14, C) mush have been at least twelve inehes
leng. Those twe (A%B) were plewed eut tegether.. this fellew walked

irn om this plowed field and feund shem. I'm pretty sure shat's what
you've get.. Old Cepper culsure.

Don. R.: Was the age ox these peinss 5000 B.C. e» years age?

Me$t 5.: Well, it eould have beea 5000 B.C.

Dox. R.: De yeu think that the pelish (ea the peints) means shat they
were eermomrial?

Mes#%. S.: I think that they were using somebthing tha$ polished them..
like razming them imte the dirt.. or actually pelishing them for senme
reasem. I %hink they are ... (Interuptiea)

thone ¢xll to rett frem Dr. A. Johmsea., Mest mentiomed osur Reask Creek
Gl .covery.. e told kztt that he hoped we saved some bomes $hat wers
graded ous. (We saved them all) Alse that he Sheugh$ that she Fisseuri
Highway Depsrtzent should start a highway salvage arrangement.
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Mess S.: (After secing -lides) Yes, that's what you have &lright..

You have seme of this misplaced Copper Culture.. I wish semebedy would
ged busy with 44,

Mike Fisher: Netise the gless on those. (Points) ett: Yem..

>e%% 8.: There's a heek of . geed ,icture.. (Showing brdkem ends of all
pointa) Yeu ¢ m re.. .y tell avous the thiekmess of them.., Diamend eress
seetion., Is that the [irst ,iese? (Peins) I didrn't nrotiee that it was
that kiad of flins. Upusual..

Dor. R.: That was: a fresh bresk there.. The first point that we found,
Mets S.: There's mo chamc¢e of stuff still beinmg aro:nd there is there
and shewing up? Dexn. R.: Ne% likely.. Prebably all ia the highway f11l1.
¥ike F.: We went out there with rakes.. and spadiag ferks and everthing.
¥ess: That's whewe you foumd 48?7 It was that feo» down.. Dor R.: Jush
about a feet and a half iato the leess. Yets: It's 6ld., You bet your
life!

Doen . (Describing slides) Now this is the hill (Behind) stspsing from
the right--a pan nf three slides. Resk Creek is teo yeur right., The
view is to the e st t-1ard; t.s Vissouri river bluffs. Tie site was
just behind the left haand highway department offise trailer. “he higaway
read cut through back there? D.R.: Yes, threugh that fimger from the
loess hluffs,

¥ike F.: New, the faet that it was inm the bettem.. does that make any
differense? Well, yes. Mike: Leek hew high the hills are im the

bask and here is where the site wag.. dewn im here. Mets: Yes, and
that's what puzzles me.. that yeu are finding this stuff (Depper Culture)
dewa there (Near the bettom) wheras dewn here (Kansas City area) it's
always been om a high hill, Mere likely it sheuld be on an overloek

of the VMisseurd. I weuld expeet it te be up on that hill baek there.
(Behind te the east) ¥ike: Loek at thas high peint up there.. (Nerth
of site) D.R., They are going te take that peint off for fill.

Fett: TYeu mean the peint abeve %he bara? What the heek im that?

*ike: Just part of the bluff.. They say it was higher years age se - |
there might have been a m~unrd up shere. D.R.: A man that lives Just
underneath it said he found twe quarry blamks that he had up theve.
Met$: That 45 upusual. (Very preminmeat)

De Re View to north., It shews depth of burials.. Graded right off..
ketts Is this ia leese dirt or where they aetually eccurred?

D. R.: In the grader bank. (Where they eccurred.

Met¥: That leeks like a flemed burial.. I believe i% is. MNike: Yeu
think i4s flexed? Mett: ¥Wes. D. R.: There was a patella em this
.end there.. Jett: Yes.. Beeause that was the Mmee. Mike: You den'®h
thiak 1%'s a bundle burial then? Mett: No, I den't. (Medt expands
further his epiniem by ideasifying mere benes) (#2 area)

Demx. R.: FNew, that's the thing we are wonderiang abous! We have that

ia the sary., Would like fer you to lesk at it. It leeked emsugh like

@ tusk er» a hern that we put plaster areund it. That's it again (slide)
Dug sut a littsle merve.. See, it has a eylindrieal shape.. (Whas's left
of i3) aad..a texture ef.. I'm net sure what.. It isn's exastly beme..
Ceuld be a eere of the tusk I guess.[I'll have te ge eut and Isek at
that thiag! (Te the ear) (Mets S.))) ‘

hike F.: Whst's that red in there? That red puzzles me. I don'ts knew
if that is a stairn of eeuld be Red Oe¢her culsure. (#2 burial)

Do Re: I den't know if $hat is pelvis ex flatbened skull bome. (#2 burial-
Jones in poer state of preservatiea) Mett: Ged oaly kmews.. I den't
blame Johnsen for sayimg that Misseurd should have a highway prejeet.
D.R.: I thimk se tes: Wé have that (burdial #2) ia two pleses. Meth:
Yes, with stuff like that ¢emimg up. De Chapman sr any ef theae fellews

kknow abeut this? DgR.: Ne, net Yot.. We brought it dewn here se that you
eould see it first and make seme roscmmendations eom 4%,
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Mike F.: You see, all these (bones) are expesed by the grader befere

we get te them. Se.. what ges drug eut, we den't kmew. Mett: And

what a heek of a place te expese then, zAnglo grade) Yeu have this

whele thing? (Burial #2) D.R.: Yes, we have i% iz %we pleses.

Mes$: They (Highway seutraeter) sure weas Shrough semething there that
sheuld have been investigated

D.R.: That's where it went.. (Slide ef highway fill) 411 bhreugh that

I guess. (Bene and artifasts graded frem read area) Jike F.: They teek
the dirt (Graded burial area) eut and put 4% ea that fill.. D.R.: Except
for what little that we seuld see in the baak (And excavated)

Kike F.: I guess that's me there with a spading foxk tryiag to some up
with some of tie rest of these peints frox t:e fi1l. Dex R.: We worked
ever sbout a husdred ye:ds of thas (£i11) area. Hett: Looks lilke flat
country.. D. R.: Yes, viver bettem,, “ike: Baek up in here (tewards
bluff) the tervace wemt up and that is where the site was., (Kere slides
shewed relation of site te leess bluffs) Metts: There's thatknob..The
terminys of a ridge isn's 18? Bey, I'll bet the Iadians dida*t miss that!
(Preminens EKmeb en bluffs te nerth) Nike: I woeuldn't think they weuld,,
Where did shat eome fyesm] (Animal beme im questien shown ia slide--Fresm
same level as burials) (51ide prejeeter was reversed $e shew the area

in which 1% was feund in relatien te ether benes, depth éte.)

D. R.3 Kew en the right there, there's a geed e¢hanee that there are nore
in there. (Burials) And,mew laber they are geing te take that out eof there.
(Remainder of ridge te the wess of disturbed burials ia roadway) The laad-
owner wantss te meve i% and the eontraester and she have ar agreement te
nove it ever te the west and fill up an area thad is lew.. and the way it
leoks..surely there are moere im there. (Burials)

Arrival ef ¥rs., Shippee. Reek Creek site slides were shewn fer her. Fere
sonnent fellowed,
M¥rd. Shippee, we ware ¢alled up te north Missowrd, Atehisex Ce., near
Reek Port... They graded through a lew bluff up there.. the highway
departmeat did... in the preecess of building I-29. They graded threugh
several burials. We (St. Jeseph Museum staff peeple) weat up and searehed
the area.. and ix the fill these large peints were feund by us and seme
of the peeple up there., Mrvs. S.: I netiee that the bases are signifieant.
They are all the same aren't they. D. R.: You might weader,. we did..
how many there were in the firet plase. Therye must have beea more..
Hike F.: They were all fresh breaks tee.. Mett: Leek hoew thiek they are.
Mrs. 3,: They were all made by the same peeple weren'ts they. Meds: TYes
they wive. And what's mere there weve human burials with them,.. Whieh

we have never feund befere. No one ever exeavated a site where they were

se #aybe the emes plewed up by farmems had bemes with them that were neb
notieed.

D. Rv: This and $he mext twe slides shew a pan of the ecomplete area teo
the rear or east of the site. The burials wewe about eme and a half
feet dewn inte the lewss seil and ever that abeut three and a half feet
of "waghed dewn" seil.. fvem the $ep.. it was mimed.. The persea with
us, Mr. Herndea, is a geelegist, aad he ealled it eoalluvial seil..

that en tep.. and it woulda't be frem floeding. Aecording te hia it

was nottled ard was frem wash dewn and eresiea up oa the bluff...

which would take quite awhile. Ngw if it were fleod plaim and sedinmeant
it wouldn't take so loag..it ceuld be a matser of a few years I suppese.
¥rs. S.: That weuld be alluvial,.

Mett: Those are geed phetegraphs, D,R.: Net as geed as I weuld have
liked. It was a bad day with rain and feggy.. I was ecneeraned about soft
light and maybe laek eof eontrast. Wish I had taken mere film toe. We lefd
iz a hurry.. We were kind of lest really.. Whea you get thewe aad they
have a paa of brekea benes..kike this.. (slide) and they tell you where
they eame from..new all graded away..and it seem like. .te you..they piek-

ed them up later., but prebably saw them seemer.. Well, they fimished the
jeb., Thats the impressiean that I get. I hate to sgy ‘hat, but I really
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believe, just between us present, that the coxtraecter hurried things wp

before... Dea't you? Fike F.: You thimnk he tried o tura his bask on it?

D.R.: I thisk he got his Job dome there,. Really,. At least, all but the

finish werk on the bank where the few partial burials were still explesdd.

*ike F.: Yes, he may have, D, R,: Because loek hew much lewer he went

tham the burials. (New road level as eompared to burial level in bank)

¥ike F.: And the thimg that tipped 4% off is the faet that they said there

were eight (pessibly) in there. D. R. Yes, they must have kmown abeut the

bone befere they weat shis mueh lewer. rike F,: And eut im the flat where

they dumped it is where the peints were feound and where we feurd a let of

teeth and bone later on. e

D. R.: Bu% here's the disheartering part of it.. when we got there they

P were all stamding &-ound wanted te knew what we could de> and hew leng it
would $ake to de i4... Well, here we were.. twe peeple..pessibly three
with Bill Herndea whoe pitched ia to help sinee he had a personal imterest
in arshaeelegy. (Highway man that teek us up there) And here we were in
almost mud.. You see the sonditiens! Krs. 8.: Mest of that is bome isa%
i%? Yes it is bome, burials eut threugh by the grader blade. With the poer
¢ondition of the bome material it was hard to make mueh out of ib., As we
worked with it the bome was abeut as seft as the seil. It was gome drier
when we were eulled bask fer mere bene exposed whea the bank was being
re-shaped, Mew, we: get to this and it i3 what worried us, (Animal bone-
#3 area) You always have visiens of maatodom tusks.. ind yeu see the
shape of that,. But deep enough inte the loess? Or thea I thought maybe
‘bisen.. an o0ld bisen.. one of the older enes (Because of the size) Ard
havenr't they beerx found as late as 7,000 B.C., or six maybe? Mett: Yes,
Well I wender, sould that be what this i8? Well it sure eeuld because
up here ia Platte County we found a .., Sehults.. up in Nebraska, whe is
a pretty sompetext paleontelegiss, he said the bisom.. Mps. S. Its Bisen
bison isn't it? rett: Ko, Bigen antiquus. But it was right dewn on a
bed of gravel up here in Platte Co. under this leess. The Shing here..
Shis is euly about a feet and a half inte the loess.. and., I guess, .
yeally.. it sheuld hawe been down quite a ways in it 1f.., Mets: Ne,
Mrs. 5.: Ne, mot nesessarily, it eould have been eroded. DeRe: It was
at the sqize level as the people.. their homes. Xike F.: You thirnk it
was? D.R.: Oh yes, abselutely. Mike F.:. Why eculdi't some of that
have been washed -ff before it filled in% Ceuld you have hud a deuble
agtion there.. or n~t? Well., I don't knew., earth ¢an be meved by
eveslen in an awful fantastie manner», D.R.: Well rett, we want you te
loek at that bene te sse what you think about it. Mett: I's anxious te
see¢ that bone! D.R.: It's toe big for a Bisen bisen horn sore. Mrs, S.:
Well new, what bone is i%? D.R.: It leeks to be the core ef a dusk er
hern.. But.. I'a just guessing.. I den't know.. but You say te yourself
what is 187 And cemmon sense tells you it leecks like this ez $hat.. And
old bisen hern cere is what I arrived at by that method. Yrs. S.: It
hasn't been exeavated yet? D.R. Oh Yes, we have it out in the ear. We
took it eut in plaster of paries, That's the thing that werries us.

(This hern bene or whatever it is) Now the bone in the burials, net so

much,, then we hit this.. when I saw that I theught.. Oh my gesh.. this

eould put us on the spet! Because., here we gre.. a rapid exsavatien

exs:vation., we already had the rest of it mestly already ewt.. And we

didn't take any pains..exeept to save what we eould and take as many

pietures..and eouldn't make heads er tails of a let of i% because it was

toe far gene.. But then we ran en to this and that set me off..bscause

here was semething that eould be leeked at all ever the sountry.. and

what have we dene te the rest of i%? (What aight we have everlesked?)

Fike F.: We didn's find any artifaets with the burials.. they were with

the bones out in the fill.. you see, they had already hauled them out,

Fike F,: Tuere were bones seattered all wp and dewn this f111, D.R.: We
didn't find any fling divectly aaso¢1atcdpwith burial bones, but there
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is ne deubt in anyones mind up there.. And Bill Herndon was there.. and
others we asked.. all were satisfied (that it eame from the burvial area)
Where else could it have eceme frem? Beeause whereever yeu found bome (in
the f411) is where they (and we) leoked and where the bone was is where
the flint peints were feund, Nrs, S. And se it almest means direst
assesiatien., Dix.: I weuld think se., ¥ike F, There was even boné¢ stuek
te one of the blades.. You eould see it. But 4if the bone that we have out
in the ear is sernething else, we ean quit werrying =zbout it.

Mett, after leoking at the bene in the ear, stated that ip his epinioen,
it is the eore bone from the hern of a Bisen antiquus. He said that he
would notify people at the University of Missourd.
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