HAPPENINGS

March /April 1 9 9 5

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

Children's Week at St. Joseph Museum

L

R. to L.: Dee Phillips presents a gift
certificate to Andrew Paxton, the win-
R g ; . , ner of the “Name the Snake” contest.

Blackhills gold is discovered on third floor! L. to R.: Scott Koch and volunteer Charles
Turpin show how to pan for the gold .

Andrew's winning choicewas “Stretch.”

hildren's Week was held
at the St. Joseph Museum, April 18-23. Over 2,100
children and parents came to tour the museum and
take part in various activities. On April 18,
opening day, 1,100 people joined in the
fun. There where costumed characters,
free balloons and prizes. Children took
their turn at panning for gold and baiting
their hook at the fishing booth. Also as
part of the activities was the "Name the
Snake" contest which generated over 450
entries. The name "Stretch" was chosen
and a $20 gift certificate, a year member-
ship and a t-shirt was awarded to Andrew
Paxton, our creative 7 year old. Other spe-
cial highlights of the day included a live

Some of the 1,108 visitors on the kick-off day of Children's Week. Everychild ~ remote from KKJO and a live weather
received a helium-filled balloon with the St. Joseph Museum logo. forecast by Mike Bracciano of KQTV.

Photos by Clint Sims

Story continued on page 4
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tory, ethnology, and natural history. The first sign of
progress was the half-scale covered wagon made by the
exhibits crew. The wagon, along with the facade of a
log fort incorporated in the room, represented the his-
torical side of the museum.

Later, I learned that the live snake exhibit, which had
been a favorite with the public, was due to be elimi-
nated. With that news, I kind of took a deep breath and
swallowed. You see, I had designed that exhibit and
created a live snake exhibit of multiple species when I
first came to the museum in the spring of '65. The
physical layout had been changed and updated several
times. But, I had told David and Robbie that the whole
space was "open game." David wanted to create a bird
watching observatory with lots of feeders on the out-
side of the building and binoculars on the inside. This
would represent the natural history side of the museum.

The evidence of the next project was a large half circle
of brown craft paper laid out on the shop floor. I im-
mediately recognized the shape as that of a tipi cover.
The exhibits staff was making a mock-up of a tipi to
determine size. Ultimately, they went with one-third
scale since half scale would have been too big for the
room. Poles were chosen and a design was drawn from
one of the library references. Robbie brought in a sew-
ing machine, and the fabric was assembled. Chad
Lawhon used an air brush and applied the design. The
tipi became the representation of the ethnographic dis-
cipline of the museum.

Prior to the introduction of any of these interactive dis-
plays, the room had been repainted with blue sky and
fluffy clouds. New carpet was laid on the floor and
side wall panels. The whole environment of the space
was totally transformed, and today, walking by the
room or working in the business office next to the
room, I can hear the squeals of delight from the chil-
dren having a wonderful time.

Last fall, when the room was a couple of months away
from completion, Dee Phillips was hired as Director of
Marketing and Public Relations. This is a new position
for the museum and one we have needed for a long
time. When Dee joined the staff she hit the floor with
her feet running. She joined us just before Pony Ex-

press Christmas, and we have had one project after an-
other since that time! Anyway, Dee became really ex-
cited about the Children's Room. She felt that prior to
the tourist season we needed an event to show the re-
cently completed Missouri Upland Forest exhibit on
third floor, the renovation work to the Victorian Room
on second floor, and the newly completed Children's
Room on first floor. She came up with the idea of
"Children's Week." Others chimed in with ideas and
soon the whole staff was focused on Children's Week.

The bottom line is that we had over 1,100 children and

parents in five hours on Tuesday, April 18th, between
3:00 and 8:00 p.m.! We had another 1,100 plus, the
succeeding
four days.
That was over
2,200 children
and parents in
five days! It
was an awe-
some turnout
for a wonderful
event. Some
other statistics
are: 15 cos-
tumed charac-
ters; 500 hot
dogs and 55
gallons of
drink and slush
given away;
3,000 small
prizes won;
and 500 painted faces. It was truly a special gift to the
community and I am really glad that David started it
off with the children's room.

Clint Sims

Bug Lady, alias Pat Benedict, paints a bug
on one of several hundred faces.

As I reflect back on Children's Week, and so many
other events that have gone so well over the years,
the common denominator is the staff that sur-
rounds me. They are truly a magnificent group of
creative, dedicated people. Their spontaneity and
humor, combined with serious work, make me
very proud of them and are the reasons that I re-

joice 1n our relationship. &8& | 1
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Marge and Mike Fisher Honored

On April 1, 1995, Mike and Marge Fisher
received the prestigious Carl H. Chapman
Award presented by the Missouri
Association of Professional Archaeologists
(MAPA). The presentation took place
during the awards dinner at the joint annual
meeting of the MAPA and the Missouri
Archaeological Society (MAS) at Jefferson
City. Staff members Rich Nolf, Jackie
Lewin, Marilyn Taylor, David Mead,
Robbie Sipes, Sarah Elder, Carol Wills,
Mary Knab, June Swift, and Richard Hill
were present in honor of Marge and Mike.
Mike is an adjunct member of the St. [§ n
Joseph Museum Staff. The award isnamed o L\,\

for Carl Chapman, who was Professor of W s A
Anthropology and Research Professor in e _{\ .
American Archaeology at the University —Marge and Mike at the Old Monroe dig near St. Louis.
of Missouri-Columbia.

Mike served as president of MAS for ten years. He has been president of the St. Joseph Archaeological Society for
over three decades. Jointly, Marge and Mike have served as program chairpersons for many years. Both Marge and
Mike have been involved in the dig at the Pony Express stables and Robidoux’s fur post. Congratulations to Marge
and Mike.

¥ /’
\. A

L. to R.: Robbie Sipes, Scott Koch, Richard Hill, Donna and Rich Nolf,
David Mead, and Jackie Lewin illustrate the theme of the party, “Hats
Off to You, Rich.”
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Continuing Education Class On Buchanan County History

The St. Joseph Museum and Pony
Express National Memorial in
cooperation with the local Missouri
State Teachers’ Association sponsored
a course on Buchanan County history.
Twenty six teachers received graduate
credit through Northwest Missouri State
University for taking the course. Sue
Wagner of the St. Joseph School
District served as coordinator and
Marilyn Taylor and Jackie Lewin led
the sessions and field trips. Mike
Fisher, president of the St. Joseph
Archaeological Society, and David
Mead, curator of natural history at the
St. Joseph Museum, were guest
speakers. In addition to class session,
the course featured an all-day field trip
of sites in Buchanan County including Robidoux’s fur
post, Rock House Prairie, the Indian Agency,
Sunbridge Conservation Area and other sites of
historical significance to the county. Teachers
participating in the class were: Susan Przybylski; Carol
Matt; Violet Whitson; Merrilee Whitson; Janet Fite;
Deborah Grechus; Patty Roach; Verna Kirschner; Mary

Missouri Riverbluff Ramblers

/f

/
St. Joseph, Missouri
1995 Year Round Volkswalk

Maxwell; Nancy Clark; Lois Heimsoth; Linda DeVore;
Phoebe Roberts; Ruth Anne Bush; Gerald Scott; Lorie
Scott; Teresa Curtis; Linda Rapp; Mary Beth Thomas;
Trudi Kepner; Terri Arnold; Kris Matthews; Judy Pray;
Cerressa Kent; Pam Jones; Mary Muse; Sue Wagner;
Mary Jane Fields.

Volkswalk Kickoff

The 1995 year-round volkswalk jointly sponsored by
the Missouri Riverbluff Ramblers Volksclub, Family
YMCA, and the St. Joseph Museum held its kick-off on
March 4, 1995. On that day, and in spite of the cold
weather, 22 people walked the route, which begins at
the St. Joseph Museum. The year-round walk
combines the historical expertise of the St. Joseph
Museum staff with the physical fitness goals of the
Family YMCA and the Missouri Riverbluff Ramblers.
Anyone may walk the predetermined route between
now and December 31 free of charge unless they want
credit or a patch. Volkswalking credit is $1.00. The
patches, shown at left, feature a colorful rendition of the
St. Joseph Museum and are $5.00.




8

‘102lo4d (panmu s4215a17) Y]
0 suos12d11vyo09 SV PaaiIs
8824 puv aruwvap (i
284020 ypim 12[f] K884
pup (1f21) wvyuing 21uvap

UDUUD(T IDJ UDUIOMSS LS
U0 S} NG PadNpo.jul Si
SIADLD) (]I LOUBA0L) SDSUDY
SOSUDY SAUIO0D]2MN LINOSSTIA

ydasor 1S Jo
N0 9POI Y UONIAS AY) PAQLIISAP A[JOY
I9pLI AUod “IopIug 9A91S§ Aq pakeniod
se Ko[109y Yor[ Iopll ssaidxyg Auog
Aq 9ouereadde ue yiim popud SATUOWDIID
OYL '8¢61 ur feinw oyl Junured
SeM oY 9[IYym SOUALIddX? SIY JO dWOS
JO P[0} OyM “IST)IE Jeanul Ay} ‘Aeir) 931090
JO UOTIONPOIIUT AY) dWED IXAN ‘[Ien
oY) Jo AI03ISTY 9Y) In0Qqe paYy[e} ‘10jeIn))
‘UM QIYOB[ ‘[eINW JY) JO UOIIBIOISAI
oy} 103 jueid 3uryojew ()0)‘S$ © POAISOAI
pue 10J] poijdde pey oym ‘sidison)
oY) Jo s1aideyo [BO0] 2ATJ 9Y) JO J[BYq
uo oyods 119]J] £3394 pue weyuing druedf

"JOUOP [eJnwi AY) Yueqg
9[mueBdIAIA oY) Sunuasardar 1031y peig
WoIJ SYIewal £q pamoj[[oJ sem 103loxd
) JO UOTIN[0AR JY) Jo uoneue[dxa s JON
Oy JOJOAIL( ‘[eLIOWRIA [eUOTIRN 3]
Jo A103S1Y 2} In0qe pay[e) uoySa( J21g
uapisald “-ouf ‘ssaxdxyg Auod ‘rouue(q
18d UBWOMSSAIZUOD) "S'(] PUB SIARID)
[[1g JOUQAOL) sesuey] SUIPN[oUl ddUAIpnNe
Ul powod[omM $qQOIS AlIeT IOABIN
"UOTIBOOAUI 3} 9ABS OYM UOSIBA\ UYOf
PUSIAY AU} pAoNponul pue SAIUOUWAIID
JO I19)SeW St paAlas uosdwrg qog 293snif,

"UOOUId}Je ) SULINp [eInwl
U1 pamaia 9[doad ()L I9A0 pue ‘AUOWAID
oy) popuane ordoad paipuny 22I1y[,
7 1ady ‘Aepung uo 9oe[d J00) ‘SLIION
A11eT pue sur33n( wo], AQqQ p210)sal
SEM [OIUM ‘[eInu ) JO SUI[IdAUN I,

‘sdutuaddppy ag)
JO anss1 Areniqaj/Arenue[ 9U) Ul pa[Ielap
Sem [eInW 9Y) JOo A101SIY QY] ‘[eInwW
dejq ssaxdxg Auod 2y} 11QIUXd MU © JO
uonippe ay} s ssaxdxyg Auod ay3 Jo 1els
oY) JO AIeSIoATUUR IGE] AY) PAIRIQI[AD
[eLIOWaIA JeuoneN ssaxdxyg Auod 9y,

ssaxdx7y Auod ay) Jo AresIdAuuy Yisel

10] pafRAu() [eanjy dejp ssaadxy Auoq paio)say




T

Photos by Clint Sims

A standing-room-only crowd viewed the ceremonies preceding the
unveiling of the mural.

Also on exhibit were two other murals painted by

George Gray. One which depicts the Platte Purchase is A ‘ h A hG

owned by the Mercantile Bank. The other portrays & g7 i L o U

¢  Fred Slater was a reporter for the News Press in 1938
ormer St. Jos.eph. Mayor Jeff Thompson as a when George Gray painted the mural. Others L. io R.:

Confederate Brigadier General. The latter mural is | Peggy Iffert, Rich Nolf, and Dick DeShon.

owned by the Holiday Inn.

The restored Pony Express Map mural hangs in the Pony Express National Memorial to be enjoyed by the public.
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A. distortus; loco weed, Oxytropis Lambertii (watch
listin Missouri); Indian painted cup, Castilleja sessiflora
(watch list in Missouri); pale corydalis, Corydalis
flavula. Other plants such as tuberous Indian plaintain,
Cacalia tuberosa; large flowering penstemon, Penste-
mon grandiflorus (endangered in Missouri); soapweed
yucca, Yucca glauca (watch list in Missouri); and
prairie sage Artemisia lucoviciana were identified in
their vegatative growth. Major loess hill grasses such
as little bluestem, Andropogon scoparius; sideoats
grama, Bouteloua curtipendula;hairy grama, B. hirsuta

Shop Talk

The St. Joseph Museum opened the new
children’s room this spring, and the shop has a
new line of items that relate to the activities
available in the newly renovated space. If you
were one of the many visitors we had during
children’s week, then you know that a
birdwatching activity station is included in the
new area. In keeping with this theme, we have
added a line of booklets and tapes that are
bound to be of interest to children and begin-
ning birdwatchers as well as to the experienced
birdwatcher. The new tapes include, Backyard
Bird Walk, Know Your Bird Sounds, and Wild
Sounds of the Northwoods. The Backyard Bird
Walk audio and booklet is an introduction to the
sights and sounds of 24 common backyard
birds designed for the beginning birdwatcher. The
Know Your Bird Sounds audio and booklet is a com-
plete guide to the songs and calls of 35 common birds
of residential settings, city parks, and urban areas. The
Wild Sounds of the Northwoods set features not only
100 bird calls, but also the sounds of mammals, frogs,
and insects that prefer lake country wilderness areas.

As any staff person can attest, children are fascinated
by the natural history exhibits inside the children’s
room and throughout the museum. The moose, the
Alaskan brown bear, and the bull snake are among
their favorites. To meet the needs of these naturally
curious visitors, the shop has many new books for
children related to natural history. The new titles in-
clude: Eagles for Kids; Moose for Kids; Bears for
Kids; Bison for Kids; Children of the Earth; and Smart

(rare in Missouri); big bluestem A. Gerardi; and Indian
grass, Sorghastrum nutans were identified using last
year’s stems.

The cool, drizzly weather did not seem to dampen the
participants’ ardor on field trips. Thanks to Squaw Creek
Truck Plaza, we had a hospitable place to stopover
between field trips for good food and warm companion-
ship. The latter is the best reason to come to an Audubon
Society meeting!

Ammuwdmnnﬂ;m
mwwwm
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Before I left St. Joseph, I once again inspected the
saddles owned by the PENM so the details would be
fresh in my mind. Then I set off on a trip to Minden,
Nebraska, and Pioneer Village. Upon arriving, I spoke
with a museum staff person, explained my mission, and
requested any information regarding the acquisition of
the Pioneer Village saddle. While the museum staff
searched for documents, I inspected and photographed
the saddle which was on display in a reconstructed
Pony Express station on the grounds of Pioneer Village.

A sign near the saddle noted that the saddle was indeed
made by Wyeth Company in 1961. How amazing!
Wyeth Company closed their saddle factory on January
1, 1959, when it reached its 100th year, so a saddle
made in 1961 could not have been made by Wyeth. Or
could it? Besides the confusing date of manufactur-
ing, other differences in design were apparent. The
major differences were: (1) the way the ground work
was placed in the saddle; (2) the nickel-plated steel riv-
ets instead of nickel-plated brass; (3) the use of staples
to hold the rawhide in place during drying; (4) heavier
latch plates on the mail pouches; (5) the front and the
back housing riveted to the skirt; and (6) a slightly dif-
ferent decoration. Some other differences were ob-
served that could only be seen by thorough inspection.
Later, at the museum office, a correspondence between
Wyeth Company and Pioneer Village was found. This
important document provided the missing link to ex-
plain the manufacturing date. The saddle had been pur-
chased through Wyeth Company for $110.75. F.O.B.
(free on board) from Buford, Georgia. The light came
on. Iknew that when Wyeth Company closed their
saddle factory in St. Joseph, Mo., they commissioned
Bona Allen Company of Buford, Georgia, to produce
saddles for them. The Wyeth name tag was placed on
them and then shipped to St. Joseph for Wyeth distribu-
tion. It became clear to me that Wyeth Company had
sent their patterns to Bona Allen and had them repro-
duce the saddle for Pioneer Village.

The trip provided information that was previously un-
known to the PENM. The museum now has documen-
tation that Wyeth Company of St. Joseph, Mo., made
or provided Pony Express saddles at different times in
history. Since the correspondence between Wyeth
Company and Pioneer Village was between the head of
the saddle department, Mr. E. W. Lloyd, and Clara
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Warp Jensen of Pioneer Village, it is quite logical that
Mr. Wyeth was unaware of the transaction. The differ-
ences in the saddles made in the 1940s and the one
made by Bona Allen can be readily identified which
will help the PENM with identification and verification
of saddles in the future. Bona Allen Saddle Company
has since gone out of business. The company was
moved from Buford before it stopped making saddles
and purchased by another firm with the name changed
to Bona Allen Leather Goods. Many of the employees
of Bona Allen in Buford did not leave the area, butin-
stead started their own firm, the Buford Saddle Com-
pany. With the move and the change of ownership, the
records of how many Pony Express saddles were
made by Bona Allen may never be found. All that can
be done is to identify and number the saddles as they
are located. We may never know how many Wyeth
Pony Express saddles were produced since the first six
reproductions were made in St. Joseph. A further mys-
tery is the location of two of the Wyeth reproductions
made in the 1940s. But, for now, a small layer of
saddle history has been peeled back to reveal more of
the true story of the Pony Express saddle.

Joseph Museum Archives

i

i —

Robert R. (Russ) Mooney Leather and Saddles
Adjunct Staff The author has been an active member
and associate of the St. Joseph Museum and PENM for the
last 25 years. For more than thirty yvears, he has been
active in the family business of custom saddle making. Bill
and Russ Mooney, the father-son parters of Bill’s Sad-
dlery, have made several copies of the Pony Express
saddle. These saddles can be found in museums suchas the
Smithsonian Institution in Washington D. C., Kansas His-
torical Association, U.S. Information Service, and Wells
Fargo aswell as the PENM where the saddles are used for
reenactments, a hands-on exhibit, and the “Moment in
Time” exhibit.
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| New And Reinstated Members

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express National Memorial boards of
trustees and staff are pleased to welcome
the following new and reinstated
members. We appreciate their interest in
the museum.

Author King Peters
New York, New York

Kelly and Randye Williams
St. Joseph, Missouri

Virginia Schuler
St. Joseph, Missouri

Caton and Velma Lake
St. Joseph, Missouri

Deanna Swan
King City, Missouri

Pony Express
Q‘ National Memorial

community Room
Meetings

*Training sessions
sSpecial events or occasions

Features:
°Full-service Kitchen
e[arge screen TV and VCR
*Audio visual screen
*Tables and chairs
*Reasonably priced

For more information call Allana Smith at the
Pony Express National Memorial at 279-5059

Join the
PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL
and the ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Please indicate how you wish your
contribution to be directed.

[OBoth, 50% SJM and 50% PENM
Make check payable to either the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express, Inc.

[JSt. Joseph Museum
Make check payable to St. Joseph Museum

[1Pony Express National Memorial
Make check payable to Pony Express, Inc.
Name

Address

City

State Zip

Please check the membership category you wish.

[]$1000.00 Patron

[J 500.00 Fellow

[0 250.00 Sponsor

[J 100.00 Donor

O 50.00 Subscribing
O 25.00 Sustaining

Your contribution provides a one-year
membership for you and your immediate
family. A majority of your membership
contribution is tax deductible under 1994
IRS guidelines for charitable contribu-
tions. After receiving your membership,
we will send you a receipt that includes
further information on tax deductibility.

For processing, please send your
contribution to:

St. Joseph Museum

Box 128

St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128

Take an active part in the future !




Coming June 10 and 11 - The Cross and the Compass.

The Cross and the Compass is a  Saturday,June 10, 1995, at Twin Spires, Inc.
program which consists of two ~ The Chautauqua presentation of Father
presentations by Dr.RobertCarriker.  DeSmet will be at 1:30 p.m. on the following
The Lewis and Clark program,  day, Sunday, June 11, at the Cathedral of St.

“Different Times Comparable  Joseph. Museum members will be receiving

Experience: Lewis & Clark and  a special announcement about The Cross
Father DeSmet on the Missouri  and the Compass programs.

River,” will be at 1:30 p.m. on

Calendar of Events

St. Joseph Museum NON-PROFIT ORG.
1100 Charles Street, P.O. Box 128 U.S. POSTAGE
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128 ST Joa P NO
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m. PERMIT NO. 40

Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express National Memorial
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244

St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED



