
HENRY   BODER

Henr.y  Boder.,   house   and  bridge   builder',   with  his  wife   and  elder.   son   came

to  St.   Joseph  in  the   steamboat  Nimr.od  in  the   spring  of  l8ljJ+.       He  built
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houses,   one  of  logs   and  one  of  frame,   being  among  the  first  built  in

Joseph  after  Joseph  Robidoux  plotted  a  quarter.  section  of  land  and

named  his   trading  post  Saint   Joseph.     The  Boder's   came   from  St.   Louis

where   they  had   I.esided.  four'  years,   and  wer.e   French  speaking.     They  were

enroute   to  For.t  Pierr.e   Chouteau  in  pr.esent  South  Dakota.     Meeting  Joseph

Robidoux  and  other  Fr.ench  I.esidents  here,   they  decided  to  go  no  further.

tienr.i,   the   son  of  Jean   Jacques  Boder,   was  bor.n   in   1805   in  the   village

of  Orvin   sup   Bienne   in  Jur.a  Ber.nois,   then  a  par.t   of  France.     After.  the

fall  of  Napoleon  in  1815  the  region,   or.iginally  a  part  of  the  I)uSchy  of

Bur.gundy,   became   a  part   of  the  swiss   I.epublic.     Anne  Louise  lyiattrfeEi
if3#~rf,€ky,

whom  FienriAmarried   in_Mt.   Eton,   Ohio,   in   1836,   was   bor`n   in  Saint   Sauveup

France   in  181i+.     tlenpi  Boder.'s  mother  was  born   in  Courtilary,   also   in

J.ura  Ber!nois,   where  he  was   educated  and  master'ed  the  building  trades.
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EaaB!!ifee -the   progenitors   of   all  Amer'ican   families,   there   wer.e  hear.t-breaking
±rfTfA`]at.,

farlewells   to   t±a:e   emigrants   to   the   New  Ylyforild.      ii;enri   Boder.  had   two   sisters

who  with  their.  husbands   followed  him  abroad:   Iiydia  Bodep  Vermier  went   to

Montreal,   Canada,   and  Susan  Boder   Jandervin  emigrated  to  La  P1&ta,

Argentine  Republic,   South  Amepi?a.     I,ydia's   daughter.  Sara  married

Joseph  Pr'ovost   in  Montr.eal,   pastor  of  the  Fr.ench  Congr.egational  Chur.ch

there  f I.om  1875   to   1878.

In  18!iS  flenr.y  Boder\   his  wife  and  son,   went  back  for   a  period  to  New

Or.leans   and  then I.eturned  to   Saint   Joseph  to  make   their.  per'manent  home.

Henry  Boderts  first  wife  died  in  SairiLt   Joseph  July  3,1852,   and  was  bur'ied

in  Mt.   Mora   cemetery.      In   1863  he   mar.Tied  Madame  Angelique   Croteau,   a  widow

who   came  to  Blacksnake  Hills   in  18i+O.     i-ier  first  husband  had  or`iginally
been  employed  by  t,he  Robidoux  family  in  t,fading  with  the  Indians.



Henry  Boderls   second   son,   I.ouis,   was   born   in  Saint   Joseph  Rug.   21+,18Li8

I-le  attended  in  St.   Josephdpthe   subscription  school  of  Pr'of.   E.   8.   Neely;

Br.yant's  Business   College   in  1865,   and  then  €ife  Knox  College   in  Illinois.

The   elder   son,   Henry  Boder,   Jr.,   went   to  `1'r.oy,   Kansas   in  1857   as   deputy

county  clerk,   and   soon  became   county  clerk.     Fr.om  Knox  College  his

br.other  Louis  followed  him  and  February  i+,   1870,   they  began  the  banking

business,   with  their  fatherls  aid,   under   the  name  Boder  Br.others,   Bankers.

The  bank  still  exists  under  the  title  Fir'st  National  Bank  of  Troy.

Henry  Boder.,   Sr..   was   elected  to   the   city  council  of  Saint   Joseph  in  1863

from  the  third  ward,   the  pr'esent  f irst  ward. Alexander  Lozo   in  the   ±87$6S#

was  makin£;  his   collection  of  photogr'aphs  of  fol.mer.  city  officials,   hence

the   inclusion  of  Henry  Boder  in  this  Lozo   series.     He  died  at  his  hc)me
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buried   in  Mt.   Mora  cemeter.y.


