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THE NEW DIG AT THE SITE OF
ROBIDOUX’S TRADING POST

Dig superwsor Mtke Fisher, is
shown here holding one of the i
bags of artzfacts gleaned from the.
“screening process. Each bag notes -
the site number 23BN62, the date .
- and the level of the dig:” ‘

The screen isa very busy place, as can be noted
here with Bob Earhart, Calvin Lewman, Kenny Luzx,
and Gene Norton all getting involved.

i Ly
Photos by Clint.Sims -

Thts is an overall view of the Robldoux trading post dlg whtch takes place underan. - -
Interstate nghway 229 overpass adjacent to the zntersectton of J ules St and McArthur Dzt .

0.0 fl &

Wlen the site of J oseph h
Robldoux 'S tradmg post was d1scov-
‘ered in 1989 by museum- staff '
‘members J ackie Lewin and Marrlyn
Taylor the dec1s10n was made to
excavate the place at the earliest -
convenlent time. (Refer to- Happen-
zngs artlcle Jan-Feb 1989.) Since by

‘ that point plans were in the- maklng

for expanding the Pony Express
Museum, the board of trustees and

" director Richard Nolf agreed that the
backyard of that museum ‘should ~
take priority for a d1g because of 1ts
pressmg time frame The dlg Wthh
we believed- would last only one -

: season actually ended in 1992.

It was also de01ded that 1993 Would
be the most opportune penod to-
‘excavate at the RObldOU.X tradlng post .
‘site because this was the year of St.
~Joseph’s sesquicentennial. Our 150th
anmversary' What a wonderful way

. to help celebrate this momentous

. occasion. This dig is ofﬁ01a11y sanc- .
tloned by the St. Joseph Museum.

Shown here, Dtck Wolf and Robzn Ya
from the St. Joseph Archaeologzcal Soczety

Mlke F1sher presrdent of the local
St Joseph Archaeologlcal 8001ety

' and former president of the Missouri

Archaeologlcal Society, has-con-
~sented to become the: dig supervrsor
here as'he was- at the. Pony. Express

~ excavations. Drgglng occurs on

‘Tuesday and Frlday mornmgs
Anyone who is'interested should
contact the museum 232 8471
Experlence 1n th1s area’is not neces-

- sary.
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OUR LIVING ’1 REASURES. -

Can you ‘guess who they are" il hey are our fa1thful
“'volunteers. Thenew Volunteer Interpreter Program
~has made it possible to have trained people available
~ tonot only welcome our v1srtors to-the Pony Express
* National Memorial, but' also to grve them an. opportu-
o mty to expand their knowledge of the Pony Express '

4 Our f1rst trarmng sess1on was on March 24 1993 Wef ¥

- started out with 22 people, all of whom were very

. interested in-the Pony Express. ‘Many. a]ready knew Sl
- something about the Pony Express, but some came -~

_into the program with the sole desire to learn and to
~ help the museum. All the Volunteers have a love of

“St. J oseph and want to contrlbute to the1r commumty

We had two- three hour sessions in Wthh we- leamed
“alot. The course was conducted by our own St et
- Joseph Museum staff ‘When the Pony Express

- National Memorral opened on Aprll 3, 1993, we were :
‘ready to go. I know we were all nervous, that day and’

for days after that. However, what began to happen
‘was like buds opening up into. flowers. Although we

went into our jobs feeling: fa1rly well trained, the = *
- visitors for the most part did not ask us the right

questions,-that is, the ones we knew the answers to.

- However, we were very stralght forward and if we -
f\dldn t know the answer we e1ther found out for them.

wh1le they were at the museum or we obtamed their
1993 Bray Photography
z

Because of the

: started learning -
‘more and more. I
- can’t say we are

| experts.but we are -
| getting ¢ closer all the
A time.: :

! : ~‘In May, we had a
@ meeting of all
& volunteers to cri-

: Jean Sweet stands at the. end of the 80 - i 0 each other on

ft. diorama which depicts the Central =
" Overland Route the Pony Express .
“riders took from St. Joseph through the
Sterras : t

_Interpreter Program.

address and mailed :
] the answer to them.

visitors® interest, we e

" .who want to be there for that amount of time, we have i
Cafew ‘ddys where the natlonal memorial is not cov-

ered and I would love to see that change We prov1de ot

‘costumes for our volunteers and the: visitors really

-~ like. to.see that.. T think it makes it more comfortable

for them to ask questlons ' vl

tique how we were -
doing. We listened i

’_ how to improve thef'
- with.

It was a wonderful

ameetmg from Wthh some very good 1deas were
. given. 1 have passed them on to the museum staff. and b

 many. of those ideas will be 1mplemented We also '
" shared a lot of the questlons that the V1s1tors asked

and a list of them along with the answers were sentto

‘_each volunteer, As you can see, we continue to learn

- Later I received anote from Marlys Hauglre saying -
~she'would make cmnamon rolls for.our next meetmg .
'Now that’s a great ideal! ) :

o 1993»Bray Photography

, Pat ‘Benedict smiles at a school group that she will help They can sit’

on the saddles and move the mochila from saddle to saddle

~ 'We have a fantastic group of volunteers and continue
~ to.add to them. We have 22 active people who.come
‘regularly to their volunteer jobs.” However, we can ’

- always use many more. - Some now work long hours L

~ and do so w1thout complalnmg, but T would hke 1

see the1r hours shortened. - Although there are those

I am also a volunteer therefore I am not at the mu-

A seum all of the time. If you are interested in becom- I
~ ing one of us, call elther the St. Joseph ! Museum,
- 232- 8471 or. the Pony Express National Memorlal

279-5059. Leave your name and numbet and I'will

"get back to you ‘The ' Pony Express National Memo-

rial is a good place to be and the people are fun to be*

Continued on page 4
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Jackié Lewin -

PoNY;ExPREss RELAY STATION

_ V1s1tors to the Pony Express National Memorial are o
,i‘-surprlsed to find arealistic Pony Express relay statlon ‘ : ;> P
~in the m1ddle of the museum exhibit aréa. It was built
»by Bobby Slpes w1th the asmstance of Fred Srpes and
, ,museum staff

}The relay statlon was constructed in the French style ! 3 bl -
- This lzfe -size Pony Express relay station serves as the _

Of cottonwood saw- tlmber green ash logs and natwe ... centerpiece for an exhzbzt area at the new Pony Express e
hmestone The cottonwood was cut: by Smith's. Saw- et N National Memorlal * s
mrll of Bigelow,: ‘Missouri, and the. logs were cut and ' e
f1tted by Bobby. Srpes The limestone used to construct
the chlmney and frreplace was donated by Kelton and

: Susan Noland of Oregon M1ssour1 '

O

Dnring the rI:’ony .

.The station is furmshed wrth a rope boundable an oak-  Express National
_ Memorial grand
topped table and chairs. It is dimly 11t by perrod lan- . . Opening, Bobby =~ *
terns-to 1llum1nate its Tustic interior. Many children. - Sipes servedasan -

: ‘interpreter in the
say it is therr_vfavorrte,;exhrbrt.‘ S . relay station

T e e S eg

RED ROCK, TEX AS, CELEBRATES e reachmg Dale Texas a short program was held and

THE PONY EXPRESS - the audience heard a story about the Pony Express
’Then the r1ders began the retum relay to Red Rock

Whrle the Pony; Express Natronal Memorlal was & ;;Over $250 was rarsed and donated to the Pony Ex-; e
celebratmg in.St. Joseph on ApI‘ll 3 w1th the grand H

press Natlonal Memorial: A spec1a1 U.s. Post Offlce
_opening fest1v1t1es Pony Express enthus1asts in Red . 5t
Rock Texas, were also commemoratmg 2 133701 '» cancellatlon was issued and. commemoratlve enve— S
: anmversary of the Pony Express Rodeer Smith o P lopes were printed to mark the occasion. Over 1000
"“Red Rock con tac ted the museum several mon ths pieces of mail from all over the world were handled
 earlier for 1nformat10n about the Pony Express
._and the museum. He wanted to sponsor a ride
~re-enactment from Red Rock to Dale in central Texas
~and to donate the proflts from the event to the Pony
Express National Memorral _ " A T . . e
A ok i AR i g ~ ﬂ*”z"""th
The r1de began at 10:05 A, M on- Aprll 3 Several Tt ' Pony Express
‘hundred people crowded around the log cabin which .- o a“"_"’e'sa"' &
~had become the Red Rock Pony Express Station for . . ' '\
the: day Many, many cars filled the tiny town where };i
Smith said “seven cars were considered a.traffic j jam.”
Along the route of 16.4 miles; riders ‘were stationed at
_ intervals. One rider came all the. way fromNew
Hampshlre Another rider shouted “Make way for the
pony express over and over. as she rode Upon _

’tlon of the adventure that- made Amerlca famous.
Pure determrnatron hard work: and a whole lot of
organlzatlon went into both adventures

Sonydp.§ yﬁtg umasa:btgjumyawv

- during the ride. Accordlng to-Smith it was“a celebra- e 5
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[J New member [ Renewal [ Gift

W A N T E D Enclosed is a check for:

Your Name (s) $
E ; Address
Volunteers to fabricate artificial | | ciy State_ Zip
’ Daytime Phone ( ) : Please make your check

plants for natural history payable to the St. Joseph

Gift membership for: (please fill in your name above)
Museum or Pony Express

dioramas. Involves vacuum ot National Memorial and
' i Address mail to:
forming and air-brushing acetate | = City State Zip
; ' Daytime Phone ( ) ST. JOSEPH
| leaves. Artistic ability helpful. | MUSEUM
| ' Membershin level: 1100 Charles Street
! : | gt L G e St. Joseph, Missouri
) Call 3 : i __$1000.00 Patron _$100.00 Donor 64501-2874
. . ' - Q i 500.00 Fellow __ 50.00 Subscribing
_ I e
3 David Mead or Robbie Sipes at | 250,00, ‘Sponsor . . 25.00  Sustabning
j 232-8471 | =
| ; All contributions are equally divided between the St. Joseph Museum and Pony
g i Express National Memorial unless otherwise specified.
AR ST AN A LN T SR TR ;
Re Create History and Red‘uce Your Help Establish;’[he Natioﬁél Memcirfialf- ;
- Taxes by 50% ' :
Cap1tal Campalgn Levels of G1V1ng
| The Pony Express Museum Restoration and Ex- : ‘ One t1me g1ft or three year pledge ’
pansion Project is an -authorized Missouri Neigh-. ] _\ ; X , i
“borhood Ass1stance Program (NAP) Pro_]ect 2 $50 OOO. : : Cap1tal Founders
Any person, firm or corporation in- business in the _ $25,000 R Benefactors
. State of Missouri is eligible to receive a NAP tax $10,000. Sl b ‘Pf incipals
credit of up to 50% of the amount donated to the $ 5,000 - »Partners
‘museum project. - .- reg E -$ 1 ,000- Patrons
' 8100 ~ 'Donors -
Contr1but1ons of real estate materlals and equ1p- 7 , PR e g i et
* ment, stock, and ‘personal time may quahfy for tax e S T e RN O B o e e ST B
' cred1ts as well as cash donat1ons - . . Formore information contact: Sandy Taylor 816/233-9370

The Pony Express Natlonal Memorlal 1993 Pledge Card

Yes I would l1ke to. help estabhsh the N at1onal Memonal by maklng a tax deductlble cap1tal contr1but1on

Name LA RT - ey Busmess

'Address L St e Please send me mformauon abeut

T ‘ ] the M1ssour1 NAP tax cred1ts

City State e O Zip " P et I

I would like to fpledge’$f ot I am enclosmg today $ f' E Balance to b pa1d quarterly ;
PR s , ___ semi- annually __annually

:_S1gnature of Donor/Contact Person._. : k : i » (As, it >sh0uld appbar on ‘our

?contrlbutor s-list)

" Make checks payable to Pony Express Inc A Natlonal Memorzal P O. Box 244 St. Joseph Mzssourz 64502 0244
Your contribution -is greatly appreczated




June 5 Midland Empire Audubon Society - Blue Bird Trails.
% 'B"
June 14 “YOU ARE THE DIFFERENCE - A CUSTOMER SERVICE AND TOURISM WORK
SHOP” will be held at the Pony Express National Memorial from 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
June 18 “Omaha as you’ve never experienced it.”- The St. J oseph Museum field trip to Omaha,
NE. Participants will visit the Lied Jungle Rain Forest, dine at The French Cafe and tour
the Western Heritage Museum.
June 19 Midland Empire Audubon Society - Prairie Field Trip.
June 26 Midland Empiré Audubon Society - Pershing State Park Wetlands.
June 28 St. Joseph Archaeological Society gathering at Krug Park at 6:30 p.m. Everyone needs to
bring a dish. There will be no meeting in July and August.
July 17 The Oregon-California Trails Association will sponsor a field trip to trails leading into
St. Joseph from the east. (No time has been set. Watch for next issue.)
'M‘J‘ully 23 St. Joseph Museum sponsored field trip of Historical Buchanan County and St. Joseph. ’

“The St: Joseph Archaeological Society will be digging ‘evéry Tuesday and Friday morning

8 a.m. to 12:00 noon. (The time is subject to change). The dig site will be the J oseph
Robidoux Trading Post. The dig will last through the summer.

, For more museum mformatlon call 232 8471
S L Printed on Recycled Paper - .
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