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From the Director

Today is the day on which our articles for the
Happenings are due. After receiving the articles, on
the due date hopefully, Gail Rose collects all the
articles from the various computers and puts them on
one main disk. They are then printed out and a
preliminary proofis done by Gail and Marilyn Taylor.
Following this, a corrected copy is provided for each
author so he or she may make clarifications, additions
or subtractions. Gail then enters all the corrections
into the computer, prints out updated copies and gives
them to Mary Helen Burrowes for final editing.
During this time the layout process has been
commenced by either David Mead or Rhonda Clem.
Rhonda, a senior graphic arts student who is a recent
addition to the part-time staff, will be doing more and
more of the layout under the David’s supervision.
Accompanying photographs and graphics have already
been designated by the authors so that by the time the
edited copy comes back from Mary Helen, Gail can
make the corrections and send all the material to
David and Rhonda. After the juggling process of the
layout is complete, June Swift proofreads the final
copy to make sure all corrections have been made.
Some two to three weeks after the articles are due, a
disk with the completed layout is taken to the printers.
So, in about a month from now, you should receive
your issue of the Happenings.

Now all of this is predicated on an even flow and
distribution of work, with no disruptions. Of course,
Murphy’s Law comes into play at this point! There
are always interruptions, as that is the nature of our
operation. We are a service organization, and as such
we have the responsibility to respond to those
requesting aservice. Those requests are not controlled,
as we believe in being accessible. As a result, our
deadlines are not always met at the time we initially
set them.

This past year has been a whirlwind experience of
intensive involvement. We got behind on several
issues of the Happenings and have ended up the year
having to combine the fifth and sixth issues into one.
If you go back over the past issues that you have
received, you will see and understand what I mean by

intensive
involvement. The
net result is that a
lot has been
accomplished.
Major work on
exhibits has been
ongoing, as has
extensive
research. The hours that the museums are open to the
public have increased 67%. These increased hours
are reflected in the higher attendance figures that we
are experiencing. In the future, our efforts will be
evenmore apparent as we are laying the groundwork
for a much expanded program. Our work load is
such that ithas not been possible for us to accomplish
all that we wanted to. In the conservation of time and
energy, we have combined the fifth and sixth issues.
Because of the very fine support that we have enjoyed
over the years, it is my feeling that the membership
will understand. 1 feel that you are interested in
quality rather than quantity. Certainly that has been
our trademark here on staff. Although we have
succeeded in producing a lot of work, our goal has
always been quality.

I feel that I can sincerely express on behalf of the
staff the very positive year that we have all
experienced. That positive experience has been
achieved through the cooperative efforts of you, the
membership, the trustees, the volunteer staff and the
paid staff. As director of the Pony Express Museum
and the St. Joseph Museum, I extend sincere
appreciation for everyone’s contribution. I wish for
each of you a very meaningful holiday season and a
continuation of the spirit of the season throughout
the year. For me personally, it has been a sincere joy
to be involved all these years. Thank you.

Sincerely yours and
May peace be with you,

il
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Fig. 3 - Cellar at Hollenberg Pony Express Station.

increased the efficiency and safety of those excavat-
ing around the old foundations. According to Wil-
liam Lees, the site archaeologist, the bulk of the
hundreds of artifacts recovered from the excavation
date to the 1860s and 1870s (Lees 1991b:1). The
future analysis of the excavation data should give
useful insights into architectural details and cultural
history of the site. Because there were so many
numbers, it took four full days just to map the features
and artifacts from the site (Lees 1991b:1).

Wollenberg Site

The museum group next visited the Wollenberg site
14WH319 (fig 5). It is located a short distance to the
west of Hanover. This prehistoric farmstead dates
within the Middle Ceramic period—A.D. 900-1500.
The site consists of the remains of possibly two
earthlodges, one of which was excavated. The ex-
cavated post hole pattern indicated that the small
lodge had been square with rounded corners (Lees
1991b). The soil-covered, wood-and-thatch struture
had been burned resulting in burying a variety of
cultural features and artifacts. The heat from the
burning earthlodge fired its soil covering. These
pieces of fired soil (which archaeologists call daub)
often contain the impressions of the grass, sticks and
poles which made up the structure.

The thousands of pieces of daub, the remains of some
pieces of charred timbers (see fig. 6), the pits, hearth,
post holes and artifact patterns will, when fully
analyzed, give detailed information about the lifestyle
of the prehistoric people who lived at the Wollenberg
site. The cultural assemblage from the site is a little
surprising since it does not exactly match any of the
defined Central Plains assemblages. The Wollenberg
site may prove to be extremely important for helping
to show the nature of interaction between various
cultural groups of people (represented by Smoky
Hill, Upper Republican, Nebraska and possibly
Steed-Kisker complexes) during this prehistoric seg-
ment of time (Lees 1991b:1).

At the time of the museum group’s visit, a flotation
device was being operated by a crew of three to
process soil from the Wollenberg site. Among the
soil particles in a site are often found charred seeds
and other small cultural items. Samples of soil,
especially from certain features such as pits and
hearths, are dissolved in a screen-bottomed container
placed within a tank of slowly agitating water. The
dissolved soil will pass through the screen as it sinks
to the bottom of the tank. The cultural material that
is heavier than water (i.e. chert chips, small bone
fragments, pieces of fired soil, etc.) will sink and
collect on the screen (fig. 8). This material is called
the “heavy fraction.” The light fraction (i.e. charred
seeds and wood fragments, etc.), will float on the
surface of the water where it can be skimmed off.
This often microscopic-sized material (fig. 9) can be
examined by specialists to identify the species of
plants present when the site was occupied. Also, a
variety of other cultural information can be gleaned
from careful examination of the heavy and light
fractions obtained from the flotation device. This
data should be especially useful for helping under-
stand the subsistence of the prehistoric people in the
area around 900 or so years ago.

In a school building in Hanover, a temporary labora-
tory was set up for sorting, washing and labeling the
artifacts from the two sites. Preliminary analysis of
the artifacts will also be done at the temporary

5
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Fig. 6 - Prehistoric post hole and "rafter" at
Wollenberg site.
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Fig. 7 - Measuring post hole from prehistoric house, Fig. 8 - Randy Thies with heavy flotation fraction at KAA dig,
Wollenberg site. Hollenberyg site.
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David Mead
Two goals were set

for the research trip
to Colorado. One
‘was to obtain specific
information about
the location of the
approximately 20
miles of trail in the
northeast corner of
Colorado, the
location of old
Julesburg and a
nearby station site.
The other was to
obtain information
about the riders of
that area. Both goals

The flag marks the site of the
Pony Express station near Old

Julesburg in present-day were met. Before
northeast Colorado. visiting the libraries,
staff members

followed the trail as it entered Colorado, following
the south side of the South Platte River past the

station site to the crossing of the South Platte near the
mouth of Lodgepole Creek in present-day Wyoming.

In the libraries at Denver, several new photos of
riders were obtained. These will be used ina “Gallery
of Pony Express Riders” exhibit. An example of the
information found is the reminiscence of Jim Moore
found in the 1905 Field and Farm Magazine. Moore
was a rider whose route-was from Midway station in
Nebraska to Julesburg, a distance of 140 miles. He
rode this stretch both ways once a week, and each
stretch usually took around 12 hours. On one occasion,
Moore’s relief rider in Julesburg was ill. “Moore
drank some cold coffee, filled his pocket with cold
meat and was in the saddle again” for another ride.
Within 22 hours, Moore rode 280 miles. After the
Pony Express, Moore settled on a ranch in Colorado.

There are several libraries still to be visited. We do
not anticipate any startling new discoveries about the
Pony Express. Our goal is to supplement the
information that we already have.

Re-dedication of Marker on St. Joe Road

Those of you who read the article on the Pony
Express trail through Kansas in the last issue of the
Happenings may have noticed that several of the
accompanying photographs were taken by Ray
Ellenbecker. Recently, Mr. Ellenbecker (a
Marysville, Kansas, historian as well as a
photographer) was one of the speakers at the
rededication of the monument at the site of the
historic junction of the St. Joe and Independence
Roads to California.

Fifty years ago, when the monument at the site was
originally dedicated, Ray Ellenbecker was present to
photograph the event. At the rededication, August
11, 1991, exactly 50 years later, Ray Ellenbecker
told of the role played by his father, John Ellenbecker,
Ezra Meeker, Howard Driggs and others in the

By Jackie Lewin, Curator of History

marking of this and other trail sites. Ezra Meeker
traveled the trail in a covered wagon as a child and
later retraced and marked the trail. Howard Driggs
authored several books about the trail and was
president of the American Pioneer Trails Association.

Duane Durst, curator of the Hollenburg Pony Express
Station innortheast Kansas, was master of ceremonies
for the afternoon program which approximately 200
people attended. Other speakers included Dr. Ramon
Powers, executive director of the Kansas State
Historical Society, who gave a broad overview of the
emigrant trails. Francis Peniston, who is a member
of the St. Joseph Museum, also spoke as a
representative of the Oregon-California Trails
Association. He related the history of the first wagon
train to California, the Bidwell-Bartleson Party of
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interpreting the legend and legacy of the Pony Express
asitoriginated in St. Joseph, Missouri. A 30 member
board, composed of business and civic leaders, is
entrusted with the operation and development of the
Pony Express Museum.

After a year of careful planning, which included
preparation of the detailed NAP proposal, Pony
Express, Inc., is initiating the physical revitalization
project at the Pony Express Museum to better serve
the educational, cultural and recreational interests of
the community and its visitors.

By the year 2000, Pony Express, Inc., plans to
transform the museum into THE PONY EXPRESS
NATIONAL MEMORIAL. The ambitious
restoration and expansion project will take place in
two phases. Phase One, expected to take two years,
will restore the historic stables to their original size
while doubling museum exhibit and program space.
Phase Two aims to create a new wing to house living
history exhibits, visitor facilities, offices and the
growing collection of Pony Express artifacts.

Phase One of the restoration and expansion project
centers on reconstructing the lost portion of the Pony
Express Stables. Reconstruction will be based on
archaeological and historical research.
Simultaneously, the interior of the existing facility
will undergo renovation. A community room and
new, handicap accessible restrooms will be added.

After reconstruction and renovation are completed,
state-of-the-art exhibits will be installed. A premier
firm, Deaton Museum Services (DMS), from
Minneapolis, Minnesota, will design and fabricate
the new exhibits. DMS will create distinctive, life-size
sculptures; colorful, sweeping dioramas; and
“hands-on” exhibits to convey the story of the
world-renowned Pony Express. Historical material,
never before exhibited due to current space limitations,
will be drawn from the archives and showcased in the
enlarged interpretive facility.

State Representative Charlie Shields summed up the
need for the Pony Express Museum Restoration and
Expansion Project in a letter to Department of

Economic Development Director Carl Koupal, Jr.
“This project is of vital importance to the St. Joseph
area,” noted Shields. “Not only will it help recreate
a part of St. Joseph’s rich history, it will help to
revitalize the neighborhood around it, and will help
stimulate the growth of the tourism industry in
Northwest Missouri.”

Dick DeShon recently sent a letter, on behalf of Pony
Express, Inc., to museum members and friends. In
his letter, Mr. DeShon mentions the tax benefits of a
year-end contribution to the Pony Express Museum
Restoration and Expansion Project. If you did not
receive Mr. DeShon’s letter, or would like more
information about the NAP tax credits, please call the
St. Joseph Museum. A member of Pony Express,
Inc.’s, development staff will be happy to assist you.

Heidi Hornaday, Curator of Development

Count Birds for Christmas

Tired of being cooped up in the house this
winter? Bundle up and join local birders on
their annual Christmas Bird Count, a winter
| ritual sponsored by the National Audubon
- Society. Participants spend a full day counting
, every bird they observe in a 7 1/2- mile radius
| from a designated point. Counts are conducted
throughout North and South America every
winter and results are published in American
Birds, an Auduben birding journal.

Three Christmas Bird Counts are held in
northwest Missouri at three locations; St.
Joseph, Maryville and Squaw Creek National
. Wildlife Refuge. The St. Joseph count was
held on December 14 and compiled by Ival
Lawhon. Maryville's count was held on
December 15 and compiled by Dr. David
Easterla. The Squaw Creek National Wildlife
Refuge count will be held on December 20 and
compiled by David Mead. Persons interested
in participating in Squaw Creek count, should
contact David at 232-5636.
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REFLECTIONS ON A CHRISTMAS PAST

By Sarah Elder, Research Assistant

Christmas in downtown St. Joseph used to mean yards of evergreen draped across the streets from side to
side, red bells and bows decorating the evergreen and lamp posts, and wreaths hanging from high above.
Walking or driving down the streets was like moving under a huge canopy. When the decorations received
a light dusting of snow, the area seemed to be magical to both young and old. Those days are gone now, but
we can still recapture them through pictures like these.

This photograph shows what downtown looked like during the Christmas season. It is only one of several
in the St. Joseph Museum’s photograph collection. This particular picture is from the Cook Camera
Collection, an assortment of photographs donated by the Cook Camera Shop in the 1970s.

We hope that you enjoy this reminder of a Christmas past.

MERRY CHRISTMAS !!

Courtesy Cook Camera Shop

This photograph was taken in the mid-1930s. The view is to the west on Felix Street from Eighth Street. Do the names of any
of the businesses look familiar to you?
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New Exhibits

By Robbie Sipes, Curator of Exhibits

Two Native American exhibits have been completed on second
floor. These two new cases contain artifacts that once belonged
to the Iowa, Sac and Fox. In the early 1800s, these tribes
inhabited the area now known as St. Joseph.

At the time of first white contact in the early part of the 18th
century, the Missouri was the dominant tribe in the area around
what is now St. Joseph. The Missouri tribe had originally
migrated from the Great Lakes area with the Iowa and Oto. In
1700, the Missouri were living along the streams and rivers of
what would become northwest Missouri while the lowa were
living to the north and the Oto to the north and west.

The Missouri tribe was practically wiped out in the 1830s by
their traditional enemies the Osage. The remnants of the
Missouri tribe went to live with their kinsmen, the Oto, along
the Platte River in what would become Nebraska.

In return for vacating their former lands adjacent to the Great
Lakes, the Iowa, Sac and Fox had (according to the terms of
treaties in 1825 and 1830) been given sections of what is now
northwest Missouri . By 1836, settlers were clamoring to add
this area to Missouri - a state since 1821. The Platte Purchase
Treaty of 1837 added the six counties that now make up the
northwest corner of Missouri to the state.

As a part of the Platte Purchase Treaty, the lowa were given
land across the Missouri River in Indian Territory several miles
upriver from Joseph Robidoux’s trading post at Blacksnake
Hills, (the future site of St. Joseph). The Sac and Fox received
land south of the Iowa; the Kickapoo (who had been given land
in Indian Territory in 1832) were directly across the Missouri
River from Robidoux's post; and the Potawatomie were south
of the Kickapoo.

When Kansas became a territory in 1854, the Native Americans
fared better than in the past. They kept some of their land in the
territory, although it was smaller than its original boundaries.
Today thereis atract belonging to the lowa Tribe of Kansas and
Nebraska in northeastern Kansas and southeastern Nebraska.
The Sac-Fox of Missouri headquarters are just north of Hiawatha,
Kansas; the Kickapoo are south of Hiawatha near Horton, and
the Potawatomie are several miles south of the Kickapoo.

Community Activities
and Programs

September 4 - Jackie Lewin gave a
program on the Pony Express. Twenty
Questors attended the program which
was given at the Harding House.

September 19 - Jim Lehr, President of
St. Joseph Museum, Inc. and Rich Nolf
were interviewed for Arts 2000, a city
wide focus group addressing the needs
of the community. They were asked
about the operations of the St. Joseph
Museum and the Pony Express Museum
and how these relationships affected
the community.

October 2 - Marilyn Taylor gave a
program on Native Americans at
Parkway School. There were 60 fifth
grade students attending the program.

October 11 - David Mead spoke to the
“Learning for Living” group from the
University of Missouri Extension
Service in Savannah. He spoke about
winter bird feeding and conducted a
bird identification workshop. Twelve
people attended the program.

October 17 - Rich Nolf spoke at a
luncheon sponsored by the Kiwanis.
He talked about the function of a
museum. Some 40 members attended
the luncheon.

October 12 - Jackie Lewin traveled to
St. Genevieve, Missouri, to present a
slide program on the Pony Express.
She spoke to the Foundation for the
Preservation of St. Genevieve. One
hundred people attended the
presentation.
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Volkswalle - A Step Back in Time

On September 28, 1991, the St. Joseph Family YMCA
and the St. Joseph Museum sponsored “A Step Back
in Time,” a volkswalk through historic areas of St.
Joseph. Other groups who helped with the volkswalk
were Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Main Street St.
Joseph, the Candie Shoppe, Barbosa’s Castillo and
Hardee’s. The Parks and Recreation Department and
the Chamber of Commerce were also involved.

A volkswalk is a leisurely walk through a scenic,
historic or otherwise interesting area over a
pre-determined route. The event is non-competitive
and the participants can walk at their own pace,
making it an excellent recreational opportunity for
the entire family. Volkswalking was started in
Germany to encourage physical activity among all
people, not just athletes. With the establishment of
the American Volkssport Association (AVA), the
activity became popular in the United States.
Volkswalking is only one of the activities in
volkssport. Others include bicycling, swimming and
cross-country skiing.

In order for the walk to be sanctioned by the AVA, a
club must sponsor the event. For that reason, the
Missouri Riverbluff Ramblers Club was formed with
Helen Caton, YMCA physical director, serving as
president and Marilyn Taylor, St. Joseph Museum
curator, serving as vice-president. The YMCA
coordinated the event and the St. Joseph Museum
provided the historical information for the walk.
David Mead of the St. Joseph Museum staff designed
two brochures, one to be sent out for registration and
one to be handed out to participants the day of the
walk. The one used the day of the walk contained a
map, course instructions and historical information
about selected sites along the route.

David also designed the award which was available
for purchase by those who completed the 10KM/6.2
miles walk. To follow the historical theme, the
award, a suncatcher of colored glass and pewter, was
patterned after a stained glass window in one of St.
Joseph’s fine old homes.

There were over 170 people taking part in the
volkswalk. Many of them came from volksclubs in

By Marilyn Taylor, Curator of Ethnology

the area, but there were a number of St. Joseph
residents who participated. Anyone can participate,
although children under the age of 12 must be
accompanied by an adult. Pets can be brought along,
but they must be kept on leashes and be under control
at all times. There was no charge to those who
walked the course and enjoyed the scenery. Walkers
wanting credit toward acquisition of volkswalking
achievement awards paid $1.50 to have their books
stamped. Those wanting both the credit and the
suncatcher were charged $6.00. On the day of the
walk, personnel from both the museum and the
YMCA staffed the various stations: registration,
payment, T-shirt sales, checkpoints, etc.

There were many compliments about the volkswalk.
Participants enjoyed the scenery, the historical
information and the weather since September 28 was
a beautiful autumn day in St. Joseph. A second
volkswalk will be scheduled for the fall of 1992. It
will be another opportunity for the St. Joseph Museum,
the YMCA and the other organizations to work
together.

4 —\
New and Reinstated
Members

The boards of trustees and staffs of the St. Joseph
and Pony Express Museums would like to
welcome Helen Sundell of Omaha, Nebraska, as
a new member. We would also like to thank
Karen Springs of Omaha, Nebraska, for
purchasing a membership for her sister,
Constance Parker, who resides in St. Joseph.
We are very grateful for their interest in the
museums and we appreciate their support.

Remember, a membership in the St. Joseph and
Pony Express Museums is a gift that a friend or
relative will enjoy all year long.

. J
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RoOAd ..o No. 5, p.9
Reflections on a Christmas Past............ No. 5, p.13

Research Trip-Huntington Library ......... No.4, p.17
Saddle Making
Veterans' Reception at Pony Express

MUSEUIM cevvieeeeeieeeeeeee e e e No. 5, p.12
Volkswalk
Walmart Contributes to Conservation....No.1, p.22

Wounded Knee - December 29, 1890 ...No. 5, p.14j

JOIN THE ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM!

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Museum are cultural institutions established
for the purpose of preserving our history. We strive to provide top quality interpretive
exhibits, preserve our priceless collections and act as an educational resource for our
community and beyond. Our goal is to keep abreast of current exhibit techniques, provide
educational programs for youth and continue our work in the areas of collection and research.
To succeed, we need you. You can contribute through a donation of your time (as a volunteer),
materially (adding to our collections), or your membership donation (monetary contribution.)
Together, we make the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Museum institutions we can
all be proud of. All monetary contributions are equally divided between the St. Joseph
Museum and the Pony Express Museum unless otherwise specified.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:

Members of the St. Joseph and Pony Express Museums have the benefits of receiving museum
publications, free admission throughout the year, museum gift shop discounts and discounts
on museum sponsored field trips. Members who contribute $100.00 or more also receive
twelve issues of Smithsonian magazine. ($20.00 is allocated for this publication and is not tax
deductible.) Members also have the opportunity to attend “Members Only” events such as
exhibit openings, autograph sessions and tours of storage areas.
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' ST. JOSEPH, MISSOURI 64501-2874 . iggmfs
8T. JOSEPH, MO
PERMIT NO. 40

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED

algo visit the

Pony Express Museum <

: Your Name (s) :
| Address Box No. I
: City State Zip :
| I wish to make the following membership donation: |
i __$1000.00 Patron __$100.00 Donor I wish to help by pledging to donate___hrs. per :
I 50000 Fellow _ 5000 Subscribing week. j
: __ 250.00 Sponsor __ 25.00 Sustaining I prefer (time) on (day of :
k).
: Please make your check payable to the St. Joseph e :
" Museum or Pony Express Museum and mail to: Please call me at (phone #) |
I ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM at (time of day). |
| 1100 Charles Street I
I St. Joseph, Missouri 64501-2874 NOTE: If you have questions, please call the St. i
: I wish to help materially. I have a Joseph Museum at 232-8471 and ask for the :
: (Historic)(Ethnological)(Scientific) material Coordinator of Volunteers to make an .
contribution which I would like you to consider.  appointment.
! . i
L---—_-—-_-------—---—-—----------—-—-J
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