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' /'Rgpoar ON THE SOUTH HOUND OF A GROUP OF 7.0, SOUTH OF AVOHDALE,MO.

South of Avoandale in Cliay County,dissouri,on the hiil top wags of the
juncﬁion o7 Roclk Creek and the Uisscuri Rivsr,sre ihe remains of %wo mounds
The nili approximeitaly 75 faat high,is really ths end of a ridge ruaning
parallael to ths ersel and wus {ormerly heavily woodedoilar visw can be
oblained {rom this polnti. Fror the nurthwest anotner suall siream 1lows

past virkora foot of vols hiil.In thet velley are the remzlns of sev- |
eral Lunt cemp el tes.In fach,imoat every hill and valley im tids
vicln y_olon truces of Whe pr&dlﬂquac psople who ones lived here. Two

geolaﬁ's{) Lveas of iu%eraat *re Va3 Leess deposliis wulch form the hill and
w ridgN3f glacizl drift 20 feel bigh,whieh runs across the wouti of the
wsstern vallaey. In Ybhis drlft Lire several grodes wnd zolors of granids.
Hounds ha7e vezn fouad all along tos hilltops and ridgss rﬁgaaen% e the
sidenouri Nlver. Soms contained vuautﬂ,u:hcfd individual cairas for esch bur-
1al and 30me & few lLodse stunes o aark %he burial. In all of uh&ﬁi nounds
eanp refuss,consisting of luab und disgardad itools,broken arrows and poits,
astilps of {lint,charred wood and aslas cun b" taunﬂw These Lus mounds are of
the lasat typa. The souih one being » csmse%ery and the north one in ad‘;t‘un
to ths burlcele,mzat anve bsen wuzeld fer ueranoais;n They cccupy tha ver ¥ %op
of the nili and ars aboubt 4C fsael ajari. Tis first times I sew Lhess ROﬁhu
Lhe north one hud o hole sevaral fest deap in 1us apex.Thal was din 19831,
I was informes it had besn uug 8% laaatl 280 years Velfors., Tha soulh cne was
4 Zovi. bign wltn o dianeter of 30 Teed and was wn disturved. A man frou
Kinsag CLty dug iuto the canuez Of Vhe low mownd,dny 32 1934, nut finding
only Iones,sbuiadensd ths digging.

O Qetolsr 6 1934, staried 1o axcavadts, thinking thers mighi bs soune
¢Ljact of iLmterest remalning, I dzenshned and slightly enlargsd the hols in
the ¢enber. I found 2 sliull firxw 1Au sinqu it was uneccompaniea Ny other
bones I Lhought It was pari of tue ials alrendy removwedolater L rasalized
thet it vas =ii of Hhed bA'iaL,aib u?;u' Lones baving Deen scabiusred or lost
whereevar tho body aed flrat Reen placdd, T wll,about 50 burials wers re-
aoved frowm Lils mound and itz my a;snlou Lhsy ware aili revuriais. That iLa
thal after tue flesh Lad decayed Lus voase wers gashered togstusr and placed
l1iks =« bundle of sticks,in -~ shaliow 5?'3uo One resmarikatvle Lhing was tua
absence of any cavitiss in %be suncreds ol “selu found."he teedbh were lowe
ever greatliy worn CO0Whprobally {rom die goit ik Vheir msal and oLher coarse
fovdao

Lo thi: dey I sheved away at Yhe sides of the sxeavabion =nd
Just ot dusk 1 wnecrthed a weter fluek wnd s rough Khlsdo The flask was smpy
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+b wes down about <0 iaches frcs the surfoces aad was lwdsdded
ip. vory hbard dry loess. Thare 1s ne decorction but ox the Lotion
ére Diagk flre warks.The sidse ars 3/1C of an fnch fShick,ths neck
12 inthes in diameler,ils body 4, inehesand the owerzll lsightl
ef ke ilesk ils 7 iopches, -

gre2d deal moras work oun other deye brought ons cumplave burial to 3
and one wiere the skull was niss inbu-n. pot an artifeed of any kind.
Cecasionally I would flint chips,bite of cusrred wiod and p:ﬁ_hwruu“.:J JIaces
3f rad akd yellow keelo. All togetumr the "relica™ I found fruw dev e day
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wera rather dlacourcsging,but I wsat opaock 4t svery avail=ble opporiumiiy. I had
read of magnificent spearheads,?ine arrow pointe.pisas snd potiary of !"“ﬂﬂpe
shipes and sizaa,.uunf in 101n3¢,but i wonnd idke thia scon convsrts you %o
resl archealiogy or you quii in disgust. Anciner thing,some friends think you
trs doinz somsthing worihwails,others think yom ars somez gort of a
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