SALVAGE DIG - FRANK BLACK FARM - RUSHVILLE, MO.

8-15-82

Phone call from Mike Fisher (President of the St. Joseph Archaeological Society).
A club member, Mr. Frank Black, tobacco farmer at Rushville, Mo. had called to
tell him that he had plowed up Indian bones and teeth in one of his hilltop fields.
Mr. Black wanted someone to come to Rushville to examine his find.

8-16-82

6:00 P.M. Don Reynolds and Mike Fisher went to Rushville and Black's farm. This
site is on the high ridge immediately above and to the north of the town of Rush-
ville. No legal description for the property at this time. There were two
places in plowed ground on the hill northwest of his house where bone and teeth
showed on the surface. Upper distal end of a femur on surface at east burial.
Grinding stone (Mono) on surféce nearby. Burned Timestone fragments around both
burial sites. Some Targe flat stones nearby . Probably had covered one or both
burials. Chert chips and chunks around about. Black found one 5" side notched
spear on the surface just 5' to the south of these burial sites about four years
ago. We arranged to return the next day to base out any remaining skeletal bones
and screen soil for artifacts. The burials have been plowed through. Bone
fragments are very fragile. Teeth at west site only. Mr, Black wants the burials
excavated and removed to another location so that he can harrow his field.
8-17-82

9:00 A.M, to Black's at Rushville.

Mileage on leaving museum 12,872 Don Reynolds - Museum
Mileage on arrival 12,894 Mike Fisher - St. Joseph Arch. Soc.
Mileage on return 12,916 Jerry Lyon - student

Started on west burial first. Flexed. Head to eastward. Buried Taying on left

side. Head turned upward and somewhat backward. Top of burial just at plow depth



line (6" or 7"). Plow had cut front of skdl11l off and turned it out on the
surface to be discovered by Mr. Black. The remainder of the skeleton, less part
of the skull, was based out. No artifacts. Some chips. Bones in an advanced

state of decomposition. Smaller bones completely deteriorated. Not measurable.

Mr. Black told us that .his farm and sites have a site number. 23BN12 (Michael

Reagan) Our burial location is #3 site of 23BN12.

Number two burial. (40' east of #1)

Bones broken ahd fragmented. Somewhat less deteriorated than burial #1. Not
articulated. Mixed with burned Timestone. A pelvis near bottom of this disturbed
burial. Possibly female. One shank portion of a small white calcedony point
(woodland type?) near bottom, (or possibly below) bone and stone deposite. Except
for this one partial point in the east burial no artifacts were found in close
proximity to either burial. It is assumed that this #2 burial has been pre-
viously dug into. Beneath this #2 burial and stones yet another pelvis (partial)

was found when the first burial bones and mixed stone were removed.

We questioned why, after 30 some years of cultivation over the burial area, that
now two burials should be plowed into. Mr, Blacksafid that 4 or 5 years ago he had
bulldozed soil from the top of the hill area to make a.pond just to the south
nearby. Natural wind and water erosion has since lowered the surface still more.
It is 1ikely that even more burials will be plowed into in the next few years.
Burned limestone has in past years been plowed out at several other points near
the presently excavated burials. ‘Such fire reddened limestone fragments are to be
found scattered over the surface of the hilltop area. No charcoal was found with

either burial.



It should be noted that Mr. Black dug eight Copper Gulture blades and eight large
chert blanks from a hilltop cache (Site #2 of 23BN12) about 200 yards to the north
‘of our'present excavation. The blades and blanks were beneath 8 hematite pieces
and at a depth of plow line to 36". This was of particular interest since we

have in recent years Tearned of several such Copper Culture épear caches in our
area, all of which have been found without associated cultural material or skeletal
remains. A possible exception could be the Highway 29 salvage dig near Fa%rféx,
Mo. (Site # 23AT21. See St. Joseph Museum report) at which place large side-notched
blades were found very near burials by highway construction workers operating
éarth moving machines building Interstate 29 highway. These side-notched Copper
Culture points were not, however, proven to be in direct contact with the burials
since they were picked up some distance away in fill dirt removed from the burial
area, .A‘bison horn core found at this site with skeletal remains was identified
by James M. Shippee as from a bison antiquus. See report on Rock Creek Site,

Atchison County (23AT21).

After photography all bones at the Black farm sites #1 and #2 were removed and

the soil beneath probed.

Mr. Black, a few days later dug further to the south from the #2 burial and found

several vertebrae but no skull.

8-25-82
Mr. Black came to the Pony Express Museum and brought a projectile point that
he found "four or five feet to the west" of where the other partial point was

found (#2 burial). It was not in close proximity with any of the burial bones.

In consulting Bell's Idéentification of American Indian Projectile Points, Bulletin

#1, page 43, see plate 21, the MARCOS TYPE point illustrated there corresponds

in shape and size to the point that Mr. Black brought in. The before mentioned



partial point found with the #2 (east) burial could also be of this same type.
The estimated age -according to Bell is approximately 2000 B.C. up to 1000 A.D.
The distribution range is described as follows:

"In Texas the type is found approximately from the lower Pecos

River Valley across Central Texas to the Middle Brazos River,

Also it is found from the Upper Brazos area southward to the

central coast (Suhm and Krieger, 1954). The type occurs in

Oklahoma, particularly in the eastern section of the state."”

8-31-82

Phone call from Mr. Black to Don Reynolds. He has now probed in the area of
the recently dug burials and has located an area of resistance with some stone
about 2%' x 3%' in size and 21" to 24" beneath the surface. This area he des-
cribes as 16" south of the west burial #1. He questions if it should be dug.
Said he would dig down and uncover it and then call us. I told him that we
should not dig at this time. From his description it could very 1ikely be
another burial. It would not be considered a salvage operation. I told him
that Dr. Pat 0'Brien might be interested. (She knows the site and has been

there ‘and has an interest in it. She was there once with some students.)

9-1-82

Contacted Mike Fisher, He is of.the same opinion. The stone area is below
plow zone and for the time being safe. Mike will call Black to help back up
what T told him. The St: Joseph Museum will not undertake to excavate. To
salvage - possibly - if need is immediately necessary to save information that

would otherwise be lost or destroyed.

Will notify Mr. Black. He can contact Dr. O'Brien if he wishes.



Frank Black, Rushville, Mo. Phone 688-7978

9-1-82 Called Mr. Black. Explained as above. Offered assistance if 0'Brien

should decide sometime to dig.

35mm slides were taken for use with this report and along with this writing will

be available at the St. Joseph Museum for study.

9-13-82

4:55 P.M. Frank Black called. In spite of what we told him about not digging
the burial that he discovered (see above) he phoned to say that he had dug down,
found stone covering and dug.to one side; then beneath it to discover two teeth
that he believes to be human. He wanted someone to. come down and look at it.

I told him that I could not, that we at the museum could not initiate a dig

and that he better cover it until such time that it could be properly excavated.
He said that he had not been able to contact Pat 0'Brien as yet. He said maybe

he could get Mike Fisher to come down.

8:30 P,M. Call from Mike Fisher. Black had called him. Same information. He
(Mike) Tike myself is somewhat chagrined but will go down to Took at what Black
has uncovered so far., He will, he said, try to further discourage him from

digging anymore.

9-14-82

9:00 A.M. Frank Black came to the Pony Express Museum and brought several teeth
that he dug from the edge of the last (#3) burial. He also had burned pieces

of soil and chert chips from the same area; He said that he had not Tocated

the main part of the skull - only the teeth which had bone material attached.

He told me that he would dig no more.



9-14-82

8:30 P.M. Mike Fisher called. He had gotten through to Pat 0'Brien. She
is too busy and too far away to be of any help at this time. She will call
another archaeologist in Kansas City that she thinks might be interested
since he majored in the archaic period.- Pat Grosser. Grosser will contact
Al. Johnson, Director of Anthropology at Kansas University for student help.

Mike had gone down to Black's. He also discouraged him from digging further.



© SALVAGE DIG - FRANK BLACK FARM - RUSHVILLE, MO.

g-15-82

; J‘Phone caTl fro'“MJke F1sher (President of- the St, Joseph Archaeo?oglca1 Soc1ety)

"‘*lA ciub member, Mr. Frank B]ack ﬁobacco farmer at Rusﬁv111e, Mg hdd cal]ed to

3:;te11 h1m that he had p1owed up Indxan bones and teeth in one of h15 h111top f1e?ds.

‘*;“er. Black wanted sameone to ceme to Rushvx]le to examine h1s fwnd

>";8_16 82

| *1{t6 00 P M Don Reyndlds ané Mike Fzshautwent to Rushville and B]ack s farm ThiS':

‘:f*i}p1aces in: plowed)groundJon the h111

"isxte 15 on the h19h r1dge 1mmed1ate1yiabove and 0 the north of the town of Rush- |

at th1s time. There were two. o

1ega1 dmscr1pt1on for the P! pert

Grthwestlnf h1s house where bone and teeth '

i

‘Hri}.,;showed on- th ‘surface.¢ UDPET d13t37ve“d Of‘a femur ol surface at east Sahe

”fﬁfsrandwng st ne"(Mono) on’ surface"nearbY;

| _'fbur1a1 sztes :

ﬂf*fiig QO A M fo Blackzs:at Rushvxlle

Burned 11me5tone fragments araund both

ome Iarge fiat stonesﬂnearby', -Probab?y had covered one or both -

ﬁfbur1a1s tfcths and chunks arnund about 81ack found one 5":s1de natched

 spear on tbe .facé Just 5' tm the scuth'af these bur1a1 s1tes about four years

0 base out any. remawning skeletaT bones

The bur$a1 vhaye been plawed through Bone

'ﬁ} and screen 5011 fﬁr art1facts.

"'ry fragw]e.‘ Teeth at we"’ uénTy‘ Mr* Biack wants the bur1a1s

that he can harrow h1s f1e1d

Mwleage on: 1eav1ng musaum ]2 872 T”jiﬂon Reyno]ds - Museum

Mileage on arrival - . 12,894 . Mike Fisher - St. Joseph Arch, Soc.}‘

M1]eage nn-return e 412 916f‘vﬁgderry Lyon - student 7“:| ‘“,,

" fNumber One Bur1aT

}‘[J,Started on west bur1a1 f1rst.' F1exed} Head to eastward Buried713ying bn Teft

U side. Head turnéd upward and somewhat» ac,ward T&p of bur1a1 just at plow depth-‘




:.E}Number two bur1al (40' east of #1)

Tine (6" or: ?") P]ow had cut front cf skul] off and turned 1t out on the
surface to ‘be d}scovered by Mr. Black. The rema1nder of the ske}eton, Tess part
- of the skul? was based out No art1fac¢s._ Some chips. Banes 1n an advanced

‘77state of decompos1t1on._ Sma11er bones completeiy deter:orated ‘Npt measurable, =

Mr. Black to?é us that h1s farm and s1tas have a s1te number. 238N12f(Michae]

‘Reagan) 0ur burwal 10cat1on is #3 s1te of 23BN12

" 80nes broken and fraqmented - Somewhat 1ess deterlorated than bur1a1 #T Not

j‘xed wwth burned 1}mestohe._ A pe1v1s near bottom oF th1s d:sturbedf

| {iburial Possxb?y fema1e. One shank portion F & sma?? wh1te ca1cedony pnint

;ﬁg(wood1and type?)]near bottom, (or possib}y below) bmne and stone depos1te., Except
'for th1s one part1a1 p01nt in the east buria] no art1facts were found 1n c%o&e -

'prox1m1ty to e1ther_bur1aT It 15 assumed that this #2 bur1a¥ has been pre~ . -

"T{vwous1y dug 1nto,, Beneath thws #2 bur1a1 and stcnes yet another pe]vas (partia?)‘t‘

,vwas found when the f1rst bur1a] bones and m1xed stone were removed

| iwe quest1oned why, after 30 some years'af cultivat1on over the bur1a3 area, that

T/now tw0 bur1a15‘shou1d be p?owed 1nt0._ Mr.}Blacksa1d that 4 or 5 years ago he had:a;d,

bulldozed so11;from the top of the hT11~ ;ea?to make 2 pnnd Just to the south

nearby. Natura1 wind and water erosian has swnce Towered the surface st111 more.

‘75?:fit 1s 11ke1y that even more bur1als w111 be plowed 1nt0 1n the next few years.

' fBurned Timestone has in past years been p?owed Qut at several other po1nts near

“ 7!q5the present1y excavated bur1a1s. Such fire reddened 11mestone fragments are to. be_f o

'found scattered aver the surface of the h131top arpa._ No charcoa] was found w1th it

.e1th9r bur1aI V .ﬁ;,f\ij;:,3‘5;{; ; >ﬁvf@;ﬂ.‘




- It should be neted that Mr. Black dug ewght Copper Qu?ture blades and ewght large
“‘chert blanks From a h11]top cache (Swte #2 of 23BN12) about 200 yards to the north
7of our present excavat1on The blades and b}anks were beneath 8 hematite pzeces

tfiand at a. depth of p1ow 11ne to 36“ This waﬁ mf particular 1nterest sxnce we.

have in recent years Tearned of severa? such Copper Cu?turp spear cache5 in ourk
area, all of wh1ch have been found w1thout assoc1ated cu1tural mat@r1a1 or skeletat
'remaxns. A possibie exceptlon could: be the nghway 29 sa]vaqe d19 near Fa]rfax,

. Mo, (Swte # 23A¥21 See St Joseph Museum report) at wh1ch place 1arge svdﬁ natched

’bTades were faund very near buraa?s by hwghway construct1on workers operat}ng
‘fijearth mov1ng macthes bu11d1ng Interstate 29 h%ghway These s1de notched Copoer :
i*Cu1ture poxnts were not however, pxoven to be in d1rect contact w1th the bur1a1s
since they' were p1cked up same dwstance away in f]l% d]rt removed from the burial

‘”‘[:area.x A b1son horn core found at this siter with ske1eta1 rewa1ns Was. 1dent1f1ed

by James M. Sh1ppea as from a b1son ant1quus‘? See report on Rock Creek Sxte,
~_Atchison County (23AT21)u-

After bhotographj all‘bohés'atitheHBIéEk'férm:sites #1 and #2 were removed and

thE'soilvbenéath‘probed; E | |

My, B]ack, a few days ]ater dug further to the south fram thp #2 bur1a1 and found

?fsevera1 vertebrae but no sku]l

‘8~25 -82 o AR
’:n”Mr. Black came to the Pony Exoress Museum and brought a progect11e po1nt that
“he found “four or f1ve feet to the west" of where the Other part1a1 po1nt was

“7ﬂafound.(#24bur1a1)‘ It was not 1n c1ose prox1m*ty W1th any of the b“r‘a‘ b““es'

In consu?twng Be!1 - Ident1fication of Amer%tan Indlan Pro]ect11e Pownts, Bu1]et1nv'

#1 page 43, see plate 2} the MARCOS TYPE po1nt 111ustrated there ﬁcrresponds

in. shape and s1ze to the point that Mr BTack brougbt 1n. The before ment1oned '




i another bur1a ‘

4

part1a1 po1nt faund with- the #2 (east) burwa] coqu a1so be Qf th1§ same tyne
The est1mated age accordwnq to Be?i is approxxmate1y 2000 B.C, up to 1000 A D
The d1str1but1on range is descr1bed as follows " ‘
"In Texas the type is found dpproximatelv from the lower Pecos :
'R1ver Va11ey across Central Texas to the ded?e Brazos River.
‘Also 1t is found from the Upoer Brazos ared southward to the
centra] coast (Suhm and Kr1eger, 1954) ' The type occurs in

0k1ahoma, part1cu1ar1y 1n the eastern sectwon of the state

_8 -31- 82 .

 ‘Phone ca11 from Mr B?ack to Don Reyho1ds,‘-”i has‘now brdﬁéd iﬁ the area of
- the recently duq bur1a15 and has 1ccated ah area of res1stance w1th some stone
:fiabout 2.V X, 3%' 1n size and 21" ta 24" beneath the surface " This area he des~-
v cr1be5 as 16"south of the west bur1a1 #1. He quest1ona if it shou]d be duq
:ﬁ:Sa1d he wou]d d1g down and uncover it and then ca11 us I told him that we

~ should not d1g at th]S t1me From his descr1pt10n 1t couid Very ?ike?y be

‘ It wau1d not be cons1dered a sa1vage 0perat1on,‘ I to?d hlm '
that Dr. Pat O Brwen m1ght be 1nterested (Jh? knows the s:te and has been

fgthgre and has-an 1nterest11n Jt She was there once with some students )

9-1-82

"f;fCOntacted M}ke F1sher” He 1s of the same 0p1n1on, The stone area 1s below

'p1ow zone and for the t1me bewng safe Mike waT cal] Black to help back up T

~what I told hwm The St. Juseph Museum W111 not. undertakp to excavate Tov- R
",saTvage - poss1b1y - 1f need 1s 1mmed1ately necessary to 9ave 1nformatlon that

would otherwise be;lostvor destroyed;

Will notify Mr. Black. He Eén7Cbntaét}Dr,kO?Bkienuif>he"wishés§



~ Frank Black, Rushville, Mo. Phone 6887978

 9’1-82 Ca11ed Mk ‘B]ackA Exp]alned as ébove Offéred,aSSistance if 0'Brien

o

Ashoqu dec%de samet1me to dvg

35mm s]1des were taken far use w1th th?g report and a]ong thh thlc wr1t1nq w111

be avaw?ab]e at the St Joseph Museum for study.

4:55 P.M, F?aﬁkéBfaCk called. In éﬁ%té'sf'what'ke to1d hin about hot ‘digging
the bur1a1 that he. discavered (see abcve) he phoned to say that he. had dug down,]
!found stone cuver1ng and dug to- one 51de, then beneath it tu dlscnver two. teeth

' ;that he be11eVes to be human. He wanted scmeone to come. dewn and Iook at it.

;I told hwm that 1 cou?d not, that we at the museum could not 3n1t1ate a d:g

and that he better cover it unt11 such t1me that wt aou]d be prnper!y excavated

[Ji“He sa1d that he had not been ab]e to contact Pat 0 Br1en as yet He sa1d maybe

he cou1d get M?ke F1sher to come dcwn. mj?l "

¥ 8:30 P M: CaTl from M1ke F1sher Biébkfhéd:ca11ed”himf iﬁamé‘infofmétion; He
(Mike) 11ke myse1f 15 somewhat chagrined but w11? go down to look at what Black
  ]bas_uncovered;§Qlfar. He w11} he sa;d try to further dwscourage h1m from

diggiﬂg‘anymore;”

ERPTE I

'79*0G A'M Frank B]ack came to tha Pony Express Museum and brought several teefh =

*fﬁthat he dug from the edge of: the last (#3 bur}&l*u He a1so had burned pieces

"of 5011 and chert chxps from the same area. He sa1d that he had not 1ocated

';‘the maln part of the sku11 ovnn1y the teeth wh1ch had bone mater1a1 attached

 5[ He told me that he woqu d1q no more.  €¥ f'




9-14-82 o

8:30 P.M, M1ke FTShEP ca11ed He had gotten through to Pat 0'Brien. She
H"1s too busy and too far away to be of any her at th15 time. She Wi1?-call
another archaeologlst 1n Kansas thy that she thanks m1ght be 1nterested
s:nce he maaored 1n the archaxc per1od - Pat Grosser.: Grssser will Lontact
Al; Johnson, D1rector of Anthropo?ogy at Kansas Un1vefswty for student heTp

n Mikewhad gone,down tQ\B]ackfs, -He,aTsQ dxscouraged him from digging further.




Shest 8

The survey collected :
1 large flat celt

1 bese and side notched triangular point

1 plano donvex BCraper

1 rim with disgonal impreesions on the lip, brushed body.
1 Nebo Hill point

1 quartzite mano

1 . hammerstone

1 chert hammer stone

1 Hopewell rim with crosshatshing

15 plain sherds, 8 cordroughened sherds

2%5PL44, platte Co. Mo.
Located 2 milea BE of Armour,Mo.
North edge NEL,SEC 2, 75/ ,R37W. Rushville,Mo,Quadrengle.
Material collected:
1 slightly braced rim with outer lip dscorated
with punctates.
1 plain rim, slightly flaring.
j 2 small body sherds, 1 shell temper, 1 grit temper.
1 large, broad,sidenotched point (Woodland or Hopewell)
1 limp of wettle

This site has Nebrasks Aspect, Middle Mississippi
and Mopewell sherds on it. The firet two probably

> were contemporaneous but the Hopewell must have pre-
seeded the others by i@ 700 years, unless the
Hopewell-like material is from a late Woodland complex.
This site has produced numerous braced rims of the true
lsbrasks Aspect and there is a likelyhood that Middle
Mississippi end Nebraska Aspect were here on the site
&t the same time for according to MR.Aker he has dug up
the pottery of tha two whore the it was mixed together
with burisls in & cemstery which he has bsen plundering.




