 Jan. 30, 1979
G>Dear Ralph,

Must - set me dawn right now’ and neck out & few words te

my snow-beund buddy im Omaha. Been laying off te de that

fer a couple of weeks now but you kmew hew . it is... I hepe
that you are keeping warm up there. We have had no hint

(yet) of ' a gas shertage but keep thinking that any time

‘new the warning will come te: turn: dewn the thermostats te
chilly er even ceold.

Stanley and 1 have finally finished up. the insulation

‘job at the Pony Express Stables. Damn!,. 1 thsught we

would never get that jeb dene. Working high on. acaffolding

and ruaning u p and dewn ladders all day is werk.. er as

close as I want te get te it. We were supposed te have

seme help but all of a uudden ~everyone up here had more .

‘impertant things te de., Just me amnd that other dumb Pollack

" te de all eof that monkey labeor. We learned onme thing for:
certain. Keep your mouth shut or you will catch flies,

We are both good guys with white hats though.. We saved

the museum a punch ef momey. (This time) Next time they
" can hire the next dirty hard jeb done. I was trying to i
: »exnedite ‘matters and get the building insulated in preparatien 8
~ for ait cenditiening that we want, need and will prebably

never get. Anyway, I am back up here at the museum and can

now get seme eof the backleg eof work dane. ra .

. ‘Don't really know just hew much snew we have on the ground

here, With what settled dewn and blew into piles and the

11ttla that melted’ one day we still have tee much. No place

te park on seme streets and a let.ef cars still snowed im.

with red tags frem the P,D, en them. I'm really getting

sick ef ‘this mess! But then so are a few millien others,

I guess I should get out and enjoy it mere if we had time.
' Maude and I will head south for the Rie Graudc valley -
~come the middle of March, With her net working new we . need
. met ge in the hot, .crowded month ef July se am taking twe

weeks the last of march te visit Pop and Mamie. Won't apend ’

‘the entire time there but four er five days. Twe to ge and

‘two to return with twe or- three to spend .on wildlife refuges’

and ‘dsllying alang. ‘Will probably still be celd then se for -
~ once we will maybe not dread ‘the. trip and the. driving so much,

iie have been staying in most;y. Went to the Kansas City

gift show a week ago te purchase merchandise fer the next .
“tourist seasen, . Juae and. Maude and I spent a 1ong day at. it

and spent a’ few thousand eof the museum's money. Now if we

can just get the tourists te spend.. Prices are up, up and
up’ WQactually saw items that we now sell ‘that cost as much

- .to buy as they are priced on our shelves. Some of these days

"QJehm Q is geing to get smart or poor and we will have a lot
of junk left over. We were cautious and hought" accordingly

- keeping' in mind that we will charge admission for the first .

' time and Johm Q. may not feel so liberal or obligated to .-
;spend on the way out, We will see I guess ‘come summer, - .

| “8aw Rey and Ada a coudle ef weeks age. He has it made..

- Just reads and stokes his wood stove during this cold weather.,
‘Ada working at Penney's. - Roy. heard from Jehn Rohner,. His
mother died. Barbie and husband Steve were ‘there Amas.

.- Thanks &' millien for the book. I appreciate it.,. Neo
better gift than a book. We diq not have a copy of ACROSS

THE WIDE MISSOURI. |



©; brought 2595.00 but.I missed out by being too late on .
. the draw. That yoar st111" burned regular gas teo., I

fﬁa ght/that new car yat? Have been looking myself. .
saw a 7% Nova, six cylinder, ‘straight shift with air for
sale a couple of weeks ago.  Only 18,000 miles on it and

- guess we can get alomg for awhile hut will have te buy
something before toe leng. Have over 100,000 miles on
the Buick se it is time te get concerned. Expect te buy
a small car when we do. Would prefer a station wagomn if
price is not’ too much" higher, I think we will have some
bad days ahead as far as fuel.is comcerned. & lot ef
people are. #till’ buying big cars with high H.P. engines
‘but that. 1u»the wrong way te go, - Iran could be serioua,
‘Any additional 0il from China (if it develops) could be-

‘a leng ways dewn the road. Gaaalins ‘jumped up here 3
cents -just a couple of weeks ago. That makes it 63.9
‘at the. cheapest place.-(Fnr regular) Some places over ‘
- 70 eenta.:ﬁy,, ; %
' Hepe you are- keepiag busy and ‘warm. Had to gct tha,1

'v_Hational Guard in te Buchanamn Ce, to break through som

eof. the‘caunty rcadgdrirts, Same folka out of faod and

 eould cope-with) ‘v.had sold a. huge snaw'blewsr a few"’hb
years back..g Thaugnt they didn't need it! Guess we. just

,7T don't plan ahead and inatead ‘keep fingers crossed, Poor .
S oway to deo bnsinesa.. -De. you reckon we got anothar ica -

‘f‘:;age slipring in onm ua?

»

: el ‘fhang in. there... and keep on a. keepin on..\ Thero¥

 are mushrooms down there uhder all that snew and ice and.

- they are net te be- denied. . Things just gotta get better.,- ¥

. & box’ of garden seed: arrlhed yeaterday from:. Burpee L e
- By gosh ‘that help&d. We 1ayed ‘them all out on the. floor
‘and took a leng look. Tender-pod peas.. New this year, ,
 You. can eat them pod and all in salads. (They say) A new
4_tomatae too, - "Leng keeper' Supposed to la&t inte Dec, =

i, if preperly stored. -(Again they say) We

\‘Suppased to report back te them on 'this one,

.. ' Santa was good to us. Got. another book too. - THE

LIVING TRADITION OF MARIA ~Mark Maugh, the lad that. helps

me ‘at the stables, beught it for: me, - A beautiful book.

Mark is ‘still sort of looking around. for a Maria pet..,“ﬁ

Even after the chiding that you gave him on that trip te .

Kansas City to.ses the Sacred. €ircles exhibit. I hope.

" that he finds one. .. He will start: ‘teaching now: 8o ‘he-

Caean afferd it. : And really, if he gets a good ane,;I‘

 believe that it ‘would be ‘a good investment what ‘with

inflatien out. of control, I believe that a thousand b

dollar: Maria: might be a ‘better investment than a thous~

and dollar'gov’t bond. . No more Maria:.pots are being made:

" but they are making bonds and paper dollars like crazy.,;;q
‘Maude has been reading the new cook book that you . gawe
her. (And so have I. That is an imteresting book:!) I
: expect any day to he served "prairie dog Bat Hasteraon"

~ nell i'm goiﬂg to quit now.'Again; Thla time'for sure..
Out of pager.. Dut of time.. Qut of ‘news. . ‘See,you latgr.,‘” ERE

P, S. Fergot te. mention that Santa
“also brcught ugi‘an Acoma pot and
“a couple of Teec’ Nos Pos rugs. All

PR T C Tl R e
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August 9, 1978

e,

Mr. Ralph Velich \\@“
5212 South 23rd
Omaha, Nehraska 68107

'y
Dear Ralph: @.
2

Just a line to let you know that we contacted \J
the people in Montana and investigated the stage coach. Q)
It turns out that it is either a mud wagon or mountain |
wagon, or possibly a Yellowstone coach, none of which vl N
we are seeking. Also it had been considerably regorked BN
they said. Had hopes for a moment though. We thank
you for your interest. Some day, maybe!l

Sorry to hear that you have to buy a new jitney.
I agree with you on the bucket seats. How come you
have to buy a new car anyway? You should not have worn
out that Plymouth so soon. Did you have a wreck?

We are going to get up there before long. Keep
thinking about fish and that good bakery. HWill see you
soon. Come down sometime.

As ever,
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June 29, 1977

Mr. Ralph Velich

5212 South 23rd

Omaha, Neb. 68107

Dear Ralph:

Here are the references that I mentioned. I waited

until Rich retursed from the AAM Museum conference and
vacation to see whether or not he had been able to make

any contact for a large buffalo skin. He found no good
contact so we will have to keep an eye open for a nearby
source for a green skin. Should be within distance that

we could reach quickly when the opportunity presents itself.
Will watch for a chance to get one locally, possibly a skin
from one butchered for a barbeque or from packing houses.

Leaving this week end for Texas. Hope all o.k. up
there. Didn't return the last letter copy re Casas Grandes

since you wrote on back of it and I suppose that it was a
cppy you made for me. Will inquire along the Texas border

and atgéeﬁﬁgﬂeath’about the site to the south.
Gl rFede

See you when we get back.

Sincerely,

Don
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November 4, 1975

Mr. Ralph Velich
5212 South 23rd
Omaha, Neb. 63107

Dear Ralph:

At last I get around to answering your letter of 10-12. Have
been away for awhile. U4ent down to the Rio Grande Valley for awhile
to see to the folks. Mamie had a hip joint replacement up in San
Antonio and she and my father were cooped up in the hospital for
six weeks. (Pop went along and stayed at the hospital to help
and for moral support) She is now home but had a tough time before
getting out. A wandering blood clot from the surgery area found
its way through her heart and into a lung. It was touch and go
for awhile, but she pulled through. Maude met them at the San
Antonio hospital when she was released and went with them on down
to the Valley and stayed a couple of weeks. I went down later for
a week and when we left they were doing o.k. We have our fingers
crossed..... he is 82 and she is almost that, so...... It's a worry
that they are so far away but they like the climate, especially
come winter, so thev hang on there.

Maude and I took the long way home and looked in on the
Indians of the SSuthwest. Saw oodles and qobs of beautiful rugs
and silverand turquoiswe. etc. Visited a bunch of museums and saw
a bunch of interesting Indian ruins. Ue didn't spend enough time
at each place and wore ourselves out trying to see more by keeping
on the move. Some of the cliff ruins are so fascirmatina that we
Just did not want to leave them. UWe were there 3t a food time
too, since there was still some color in the cottonwoods and yet
most of the tourists had been and gone. Wanted to see Keet Seel
ruin but snow and ice caught us at the northern end and a 17 mile
horseback trail to it had already been closed for the year. We
hope to get back down in that area again sometime before we go to
the happy hunting ground and will look forward to it.

Thanks for letting us know about the tini and the model of
the dancing Indian. As for the tipi--it is a good item--if we
had immediate use for it or a place to store it until needed.
Our budget being low,and our space short, and our need not yet,




Ralph Velich
November 4, 1975
Page 2

I guess we cant take advantage of the offer. How much is the model?
what is it 1ike? Should it be refinished? Bronzed? Would it make
a good back-up piece in an Indian exhibit? Let us know.

Had hoped to get up there for fish, conflab and beer with you,
but that Stanley used up my excuse for travel when he brought
the birds back. For what you had to work with, they turned out
o.k. Send a bill when next you write.

Stanley thinks he might take a leave here and go to work for
you at $350 per week. In fact we may all come up! Could we have
a two hour noon so we could eat fish?

Thanks for sending along the mushrooms. Haven't eaten them
yet but look forward to the pleasure.

Brought back some mesquite wood to smoke meat with. Also several
jars of jalipeno peppers and a. stréng of long reds for chili.

where did you ever find 30 bushels of mushrooms?! You must
be like the Irishman's piq and have a sensitive nose.

f
1

Ser va later,
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August 1, 1975

Mr. Ralph Velich
5212 S outh 23rd
Omaha, Nebraska 68107

Dear Ralph:

Glad to hear that at least some of the birds will mount. As
I told you, most of them have been kept probably too long in the
freezer (since the 1973 season for some) and also we had a freezer
failure with some birds reaching various stages of thaw. Tom
thought most of them would be o.k. and refroze them. S ome I
notice, however, thawed enough to let fluids into the plastic bags.

I was very careful when I collected them. Carried borax
water to clean off blood and always let the birds cool before
putting them into bags and ice. As I told you, anything that is
salvageable will be appreciated.

We were able to get #12 shot by special order but had to
take 1t in the longer 3" shells (410). I did discard a few birds
that were hit by too many pellets and damaged beyond mounting.

I patterned the 410 with #12 shot on brown paper so that I know
what to expect. Tried to use the 22 Rutledge bore with shot
shells but it was too weak for some.

Talked to Mildred G. regarding the Pony Express print. She
said they did not make the print that they have on exhibit. She
will have one made for us if ever they can find someone to do it.

I quess it must be quite a chore with such a large block. They
hope to sell postcards of it sometimes she said. I was a little
surprised to find out that they do not have any background informa-
tion or history on this Pony Express cut. Just a dealer's name.
According to her, he told them only what he wanted to.

Spent a couple of hours in the U.P. Museum. I want to go
back later when better equipped to copy some photos that they have.

Hope that you got your roof on in good shape and without
a sunstroke.




Page 2

You will have to instruct me as to how to take a cat's 9 lives with
one shot from a sling shot. We have seven cats roaming our backyard.
Two are strays that 1ive under our garden house and the rest belong
to the neighbor's daughter and range all over the block. She is a
sweet young thing, but damn those cats!!

We are busy here. :Tourism has picked up this year. They are
trying to beat higher prices later I guess. We are short handed and
sweating it out. Everybody is somewhere else! Vacations. See you
later.

Sincerely,

Don R.

P.S. We do appreciate your extra efforts to save some of those birds
that are freezer dried, but if you can't, you cant. So please don't
sweat it. See you later.
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September 3, 1975

Dear Ralph,

Darn sorry to hear about all the trouple you keep having. I say,
keep having, as I recall the hose running in the basement.and a couple
of other things. Maybe you have had your run of trouble and its over
now. At least when you get fixed up. You mention 33,000 damage. I
expect it must have smoked up your house considerably. On the other
hand, $3,000 to construction people these days doesn't go too far.

You are lucky you didn't get burned or were you near the steamer
when it happened? Too bad about the books, but if you look at the
brighter side there were a whole lot of other things probably more
valuhble to you than the hooks. I hope none of vour precious keep-
sakes upstairs were damaged.

Have been meaning to get up there but we are still on summer
schedule and must all keep a hopping. You mentioned those mushrooms
and I keep thinking about that carp fish, so ahout any day now! Some
of us from down here will head towards Omaha . The high temperatures
in your town the last couple of days will hold us back awhile unless
we can convince Rich to take his air-conditdoned limosene!l

Hang in there and keep your chin up. Gotta be better days
comin!  UWhen we get up there we will “suds" otut some of your
troubles. See you later.

Sincerely,
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.n 15, 1972

Mr. Ralph velic
212 aouth 25rd St
Gmaha, Nebraska 08107

Dear Raloh:

I guess that | have ot heard of the boo limpses of Sunshine and
iade in the Far borth" by Lulu Alice Craic of our city. | say that because
it strikes a rincle. 3he is on our accession hoals as having donated a minia-
ture waale harpooa and a dog mocassin fron “awson ad Dutch Harbor Yukon,
Alaska. This was in 1929, You do not mention if the boo' is tor sale or if
you bought it. Is it a tourist's view or more of a definitive work ? If it is
ior sale | suppose that we should consider it for our library because of the
local connection.

Spring is really popping here. Tulips are aliost ready to bloorn: and
fne grass is getting green. Will be picking greens before long--and then
mushroon:s! should be pleatiiul this year, what with all the rain.

School visitation beginning to pick up now. We wonder about prospects
for a good tourist year, however, because of the threat of gasoline shortage
and the probability of higher prices for sane. And for that matter everything
else.

cverything pluggin' along here. At present we are considering
installation of a CO9 fire system in the storage area to prevent possible
water damage from sprinkler heads. Also will put in a swing panel rack
tor display of more information and photos at the Stables. Mountains and
Plains Conference will be at Albuquerque this year. Qctober | think. Roy
in Cleveland for television and other appearances that direction this week.
Will be back by this weekend.

We have a good book binder with reasonable prices for his work (I think)
here now. He was with Willet's Bindery before they closed and has now set up his
own shop. He is charging us $7.00 per volume of 10 years of Museum Graphic.




Page 2

It's windy here today! Hope it drys out the roads and fields. Cars
and cows are mired all over.

¢Setting hungrier and hungrier for carp. Got to get up that way
$00N .

How about loaning us that Carolina Parakeet for a showing to the
Midland Emipire spring school groups that willvidsit before long? We could
make a special showing with proper news coverage and credit to yourself.
| think that an exhibit of such a rare and extinct bird would be appreciated
here if oaly for a limited time. | know that you have heard all this before,
but now you are hearing it again! We could leave Rich's left leg as security.
If you think his leg would be no security, we could bring you along mayhe
and youcould guard it with a club. Could put you up in the Craft's room
and you could graze on the front lawn. Cr better yet we could all eat
beefburjers and dark beer at the Bucket Shop. iNo kidding, how about
loaningus that bird? Say the word and we will be right up there with
the necesary loan papers and will return it with our special love and

care whn the loan period i§ over. Would also be insured while in our
possessio.

We, enough for now. Think this over, 5Sut let us know quickly

one way Otne other so we can schedule it and manage for some press
coverage.

Regar to your 7.

sincerely,

Jon L. Feynolds, Asst. Director
5t. Joseoh Museum
Pony Express Museum









Paroquet

Collected in Flofida by J. D. Allen. He lived a very colorful life. Was secretary

to the Governor of North Dakota when it was a territory. Early-collector and an

early taxidermist. Book written about him. Historical collections of North Dakota
mention him a lot. Was a naturalist and an artist. He collected about three of these
paroquets. Two or three went to the California Academy of Science (?).

Write to the Director of the Bismarck Museum regarding J. D. Allen. He lived in Mandan,
N. Dakota.

John Moyer of Chicago knew him. Remainder of his collection went to the winds. He
had a lot of Indian artifacts, oil paintings and historical items. Born in the 1830's.

Knew Sitting Bull, Rain-in=the-face, Custer, Crazy Horse.

This is an old fashioned mount. Skeleton has been left in. It is the only one in Nebraska.
R TSN

Wrote to his daughter some time ago. She can't find out where he was ever in Florida.

It says, collected a few miles from Jacksonville on the St. James River. She wrote as

far as she knows he was never in Florida. Someone might have collected it for him.

Father Nolte has one at the museum in Atchison, Kansas. This one was collected in
Atchison. One in lowa City Univetsity Museum. Chicago has 7 or 8. Smithsonian and

American Museum of Natural History has 11 or 12 in a group.



CAROLINA PARROQUET

While encamped near the mouth of the Kansas River, Lewis and Clark reporfed seeing
a flock of parroquets, Conuropsis carolinensis ludoviciana (Gmelin).

June 26, 1804 (Vic. of Kansas River)”| observed a great number of Parrot queets (Parroquets)
this evening."--Clark.

No other reference to this bird will be found in the Lewis and Clark diaries. However,
John K. Townsend reported them in central and western Missouri in 1834.

April 7, 1834 (Near Booneville, Missouri) "We saw here vast numbers of the beautiful
parrot of this country, (Psittacus carolinensis). They flew around us in flocks, keeping
a constant and loud screaming, as though they would chide us for entering their
territory; and the spendid green and red of their plumage glancing in the sunshine, as
they whirled and circled within a few feet of us, had a most magnificent appearance.
They seem entirely unsuspicious of danger, and after being fired at, only huddle closer
together, as if fo obtain protection from each other, and as their companions are falling
around them, they curve down their necks, and look at them fluttering upon the ground,
as though perfectly at a loss to account for so unusual an occurrence. It is a most
inglorious sort of shooting; down right, cold-blooded murder."-~Townsend.

April 20, 1834 (near Independence, Mo.) "Parroquets are plentiful in the bottom
lands......"--Townsend.



June 26th. At one mile we passed, at the end of a small island,
Blue-water creek, which is about 30 yards wide at its entrance from the
south. Here the Missouri is confined within a narrow bed, and the current
still more so by counter-currents or whirls on one side and a high bank on
the other. We passed a small island and a sand-bar, where our tow=-rope
broke twice, and we rowed around with great exertions. We saw a
number of parroquets (Conurus carolinensis), and killed some deer. After
9 3/4 miles we camped at the upper point of the mouth of the Kansas
river.



March 27, 1973

Mr. Ralph Velich
5212 South 23rd St.
Omacha, Nebraska 68107

Dear Ralph:

Stanley and | just made our grand entrance ?? Sir Von Nolf appeared
on the scene and was quite taken aback. Goofed up his phone call,
slobbered down his :front. Oh well, hell, no fools, no funll

Your big hat was a sensation but could not stand up to the real thing.
Rich fried it on though and damn near suffocated before we managed to
pull it free. The Indian sized it up with teeth hanging out underneath. |
am sure the caricature will be forthcoming. If so will bring it along the
next time we come up. Stanley was able to effect a Swiss yodel to match
his hatl

Rich said he would send a revised letter. (Maybe enclosed, maybe not)
Paroquet made the frip intact as did Stanley. Rained all the way back.
Looking for data now that might be interesting to the general public. Are
in the midst of cleaning the bird collection--renumbering, identification
and restoring with at least some order. Turned out to be one heck of a big
job.

Thanks for the loan. Will do our best. See you later.

Sincerely,

Don Reynolds




April 12, 1973

iir. Ralph Velich
5212 South 23rd
CUmaha, Nebraska 66107

Dear Falph:

An: enclosing a copy of the Gazette article that came out this morning.
In spite of a couple of mistakes (about as usual) it was not too bad. The young
man, Mark Johnson, is a cub reporter just starting and has just been assigned
to the museum beat. Had hoped for a closer-up shot of the parakeet but the
pnotographer thought otherwise.

You may also be interested in the article just to the right of ours. The
Patee House affair has taxen on new dimensions with one of the factions
about to oust the other. We hear a lot about it too since one of the principal
tigures in the fracas is a news reporter. They can get more news coverage
out of a busted buggy whip than we did with a showing of Missouri Sesqui-
centennial paintings.

We certainly did enjoy the slickers and thanks again. Will soon have
mushrooms popping out around here if it warms up. A lot of local farmers
have listed their nanies in the paper and are refusing entry to their land to
spife the meat boycott.

Everything here looking up after the bigstorm. About blew us off of
the map. Snow here not so bad but north and east terrible | guess. We
had two people at the Stables that said they were snowed in for two days
at Macon, Mo.

Come down and see us sometime. Rich, Stanley, June and all send
regards.

Sincerel y,
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. January 37, 1971

Derr Don and Mgude:

Got your polored picture post card from Texas. It ies always good
to hear from you. An expected card lik that with a note is always
welcome. Cheers up the day. Thanks.

Don, I read alot and here are some you must read:

PAPILLON by Henri Charriere
SAILOR ON HORBEBACK by Irving Stone

There is another oneI had in mind but it has escaped me. The above
are very fine. ‘he first is about a French prisoner condemned to
Devil s Island and tells about two escapes that ended in failure but
his third wes successful. The other one is kbout Jack London. It is
fascinating ¥#dreading. Another good book is OCORONADO (Knight of
Pukblos and Blains) by Herbert E. Bolton. Yourlibrary has all of these
books. Do yourself a faovr and get them and read them. I have been
reading all Ican about the Brontes. You may think a little off-
beat for me but it grows on a person--just as when one readse about
James Boseell and Sam Johnason etc.

pound
I mounted a thirty-six King salmon today. Have been working on deer
heads and will have thBm all ou thie next month. Next week I want to
mount my whole mount white tail deer. I have everything ready to go.
Have to do a little work on the form, waterproof it andthen saok up
the hide and get to work. Wish you were here to help me sew it up. Onoce
I get everything all set to go I should finish the job in one day.

Did I tell you that last summer I had three black-footed ferrits
here--alive? I meant to tell noone but I guess they are still alive.

I tried to get them but the price was too much for me. I thought of our
local zoo but they do not help me --ever. I am going to try to get

one or two young next summer if they breed. I hope they do. The ferrits
were young ones a guy justran down. It seems incredible but it is true.

Got an albino starling about a month ago. Other things to tell you but
I just can't think --how, when I go to bed tonight and think over the
events of the day I will think of things I should have told you.

Anything fromour friend Henry Ide? Yh yes, a friend of mine in Sxitzerlai
wrote of an auction of American Indian items. In Germany. One guy

bidded $3500.00 for a fine buckekin shirt--fringed, guilled strips only
to find out & bo8t a week later it was made in Germany by an Indian
hobbyiett Well, any nut that can'

80rry- It must have been a nice p
on the phone one day--out ip Nepy

t tell should be taken. I don't feel
iece of work. A white woman aalled me
o B4 e Indian bead work with




Indian tanned buckekin and she uses sinew. Iheard about her and
I guess she is pretty good. I would liketo sece her work sometimes.
Someone like that would be handy to know when some repair work is

necessary.

Why not write me sometimes--a nice letter ete.

Sincerely,




Qm %&%J}\?M March 14, 1970

]Q -about midnight

R

Your two-page letter was most interesting. I got your letter the

same dey that Roy and Ada and my friends Drew Bax_and his wife Ruth
vigited me. Well, they were here two days. I let Roy read your
letter. He says that he knew about the Akeley film a long time ago.
But I will tell you more about this when I am able to talk to you in
person. The first day they were here everything was nice and

friendly but the second day was a littletrying. I enjoyedtheir
company but some thinge got on my nerves. Ada saw the way things were
going and suggested they ahd better get back to their motel. I will
tell you all about this when I get to see you. I have been holding
on to quite a few ANNUAL REPORTS OF THE SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION. I
had the complete series along with ANNUKAL REPORTS OF THE NATIONAL
HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION. Well the time our basement was flooded many
of these were ruined. I must have about sixty of the former yet--many
duplicates. I have been saving these for Roy. He forgot to take them
again. Maybe Rich would like them for the museum? I have a chance to
trade them for some things I want but if Ribh can use them it is allright
with me.

Yes, I have much to tell you. It just won't do to write anything.

I have bought a Plymouth Valiant. It will be a month yet before I get

it them I will teke a trip to see you and the restof the gang. 4I am
trying to get rid of my old car. I might have to junk it but will firet
take off the snow tires, the battery ( which is new) and the radiator
which 1s brass and for which I may get a few centavos. I hate to see the
odd thing go.

I had company ffom Dees Moinestoday. I am still upset sbout thefire and
about how things were when §oy was here. But keep this all to yourself.

Tell Rich I have a couple pocket gophers here andthe white quail and
the partial albino robin.. I forgot to give them to Stan. He took the
mutant mole.

I had about a hundred malnut panele burn up on me too. It is amazing how
fast fire can spread. I sgw thie first-hand. The shed that burnt down
was comparatively new. Oh, about five years or so. Now I have to remove
the burnt and charred wood and spend a week or 8o rebuilding it and when
I think of replacing the plaster molds-- well, I almost feel like

calling it all quitgs.
Sincerely, UM\

Hope to see you all soon, Don.

i ¥4



SPECIAL

January 12, 1969

Dear Don:

I hepe you and Maude had @ nice time down south. Then too, I have
been wondering hew Maude is getting aleng.

Den, write me soonnen the fellewing, This su mmer g friend and I

and his wife are taking sboatl trip. He has & 16 feel aluminum beat and
will get & new outbeard moter. We are having the beat hmuled te Fort
Benten,Montana and then we will return home via the Misgouri River.

- Weuld yeu like to-go along? Would Maude eare te go teo? The trip
would take & couple weeks. On one streteh in Montana--for 345 miles

we would be cempletely isolated frou towns. I have thought akout this
for a leng time. My friend's wife is talented as a writer. She intends
writing a piece for the Omaha World Herald. You esuld ceme along

and take your eamers(my friend is a eamera bug tee). You eould even
write up a stery for M.G.

Let wme knew 1f you are at &ll interested. My oenly problem is how to
leave my fathex here at home alone. This werries me.

Write soon.

Sineerely,

Ao
WA~
v



DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY
OMAHA DISTRICT, corps of ENGINEERS
6012 U.S. POST OFFICE aAND COURT House
OMAHA, NEBRASKA 68102

Mr. Ralph w. Velich
Taxidermist

5212 South 23rd Street
Omaha, Nebrasks 68107

Dear 8ir-

From Fort

11 December 1968

Benton to Virgelle s Montana (approximate mile 2033), the
goling would be reasonably good; however, you should expect difficulty
A1l

From Virgelle, Montana, to vy, g, Highway 191 bridge (mile 1922), o
deep Canyon area woulgd be found in vhich 1t would be Recessary to
Regotiate several rapids., It might pe Becessary to pull or portage
over shallows in Some places. After leaving Virgelle, the
away from any town for about 260 miles. o gasoline, food,

your bosgt
river is

&
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UPPER MISSOUR| WILDERNESS
WATERWAY CRUISE GO.

FORT BENTON,MONTANA 59442

Mr. Ralph Velich, Texidermist
5212 30. 23rd Streot
Cmeha, Lebraska, s¢ 68107

Dear Mre Velichs

sy error for not replying to your letter mich soomsr. Will do mich better
next time., Would enjoy helping out in any way we possible can for you trip on
the Missouri. |

| You have a tremendous idea and by all means certainly go through with 1%,
d#1th your wide interest I am sure it would be most valuable and interesting.

There is another possibility that you mAy want to join the group being
wed by Trevel and Transport, Inc. of Qmeha, MissLoretts Cutler is tour supervisor.
They had the group with us last summer from Fort Benton to thefred Robinson bridge,
some 155 miles. It was really a fine groupe Of course this would only f£111 =
part of your total interest but would be a part.

When you do get to Fort Bsnton we would be most happy to show you around
here s i1l you im with the heloful informstion on the sectio n of the river that

ve knoW quite well.,

As for individuals interested in trading or selling Indien artifects, this
could be a possibility, however at presermt I do not know of anyone personally.

If we can be of any assistance or arrange a trip for you pleass contact us.
We have enjoyed this section of the river so much that we would like to be able

to travel the total river scue day.

Sincerely,

4 gn Stenslend

Secretery
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September 13, 1969

Dear Don;

I am sending you one of my brothel tokens for a present. 8o keep it
end don't loose or give it away! Okay?

Have been in the dump twice digging bottles. About a monthago, Itook
a walk along the lake and the dump and found that someone was digging
in the dump besides myself. This sure surprised me. Up to now, over
the years, I am the only one that ever dug in the dump. Iguess it was
bound to come. The last time I dug in the dump I hbout sweat to death.
There wes no breege and it was hot among the weeds. I hope you and
Maude get up here soon this autumn to do some digging. I found a very
small bottle. It looks like a vial of some kind that is unique. Will
show it to you when you coms.

Rich just wrote me. Tell him to bring anyone over for a visit anytime.
You are always welcome as well as everyone from the museum. I wish you
could see the Bertrand. The Refuge will close the 83nd of this month.
Tell thisto Rich. Maybe you fellows would like to go up to see it and
take some film. This might be the ladt time youcan do this. I think it
would We worth a trip. DeSoto is about 38 miles from Omaha and along the
interstate it does nottake along to get up there. It is quite a thrill

to see the old steamfship but what is more interesting, to see the thinge
they have silvaged. Some of the canned things look as if they were
preserved last week. Tell Rich about this.

Nothing new. The aco lost a 800 pound gorilla. It is in cold storage.

The university here does not know what to do with it escept save the
skeketon. I wrote Dr. Pailley about it. I hope they get it for the museum.

A lot of choice items die here at the 2zoo and are just thrown away. I tried
to get the things but have had no luck. I suppose they think I would make

a lot of money on the things if given to me. The cheap bastards.

lad
I am glad autumn ie almost here. It is workh waiting for and I am 2&%& summer
is over.

A8 ever,

s
rd

7



BELLEVUE BLVD.

Location of Fontenelle Forest

CAMP GIFFORD ROAD
-LIST OF TRAILS:

RIVER VIEW TRAIL .......
HICKORY TPAIL .................
RAVINE TRAIL..
LINDEN TRAWL ...
HAWTHORN TRAI
SMAII HOLLON x e
WALNUT TRAIL..... ................

FERN TRAIL . _—
HANDSOME HOLLOW TRAIL. ! M1,
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MORMON HOLLOW TRAIL .. & ML
INDIAN TRAIL . e AL
. HACKBERRY TQAH.. .......... A ML
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RAILROAD TRAIL..

Fontenelle Forest )
be-
gins a mile southeast of the city
limits of Omaha and extends
southeastwardly for about three
miles toward Bellevue. A large
part is wooded bluff land. En-
trance to the Forest is on Belle-
vue Boulevard just south of
YWCA Camp Brewster. There
isa parking space there forabout
50 cars. The Bellevue bus stops
at the entrance to the Forest.

SPRING HOLLOW TRAILI M.
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MISSOURI
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B MORMON' HOLLOW. “ﬁ%ﬂ i %5
C_COFFIN SPRING HOLL $ B
D.*HANDSOME HOLLOW. o A
E. MILL HOLLOW. el 314 -
F SMALL HOLLOW. % e, »
G CHILDS HOLLOW. \L 2
H. CHIEF LOGAN FONTENELLED GDAVL TE**Peee

1. BOY SCOUT MARKER. i 1
J ANCIENT INDIAN LODGES. 9

TRAIL MAP
FONTENELLE FORENT

WILD LIFE SANCTUARY
‘WO ODLAND WALKS

NO 3CALE.

Compliments of

Lawrence Dokulil
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FON TENELLE FOREST 1ts History, Organization and Policy " ™

Fontenelle Forest contains about 1500 acres, mostly
wooded bluff-land. The entrance to the forest, where
cars may be parked, is on Bellevue Boulevard, about
a mile south of the Omaha city limits, and just south
of YWCA Camp Brewster. From there, the forest
extends southeastwardly along the Missouri River for
about three miles, nearly to Bellevue. There are no
roads in the forest except one public road used prin-
cipally by the forest’s caretakers and by those who
have farm land east of the forest.

HOW THE FOREST WAS ACQUIRED

In November 1912, a meeting was held in Omaha at
which the Fontenelle Forest Association was formed.
A self-perpetuating Board of Trustees was chosen and
officers elected. The Association received its charter
April 16, 1913.

The money required to buy the original tract of 364
acres was raised by popular subscription; the late
Dr. Harold Gifford, Sr., and his heirs, gave about 400
acres; the late Sarah Joslyn gave 100 acres, and there
have been several other gifts, devises and legacies.

POLICY OF THE FOREST

So far as possible, the forest is kept “untouched by
the work of man.”

The forest is preserved in its natural condition, so
that it can be enjoyed by all who love Nature in its
unspoiled state.

No guns, no hatchets, no liquor, no horses and no
automobiles are permitted in the forest, and no picnic
fires are allowed except, on the bare and open sandy
river bank. Every effort is made to have guests pick
up and carry away any rubbish from pienicking.

TRAILS

There are 1615 miles of marked foot trails through
the forest. The trails have such characteristic names
as Riverview, Fern, Ravine, Hickory, Hawthorn, Oak,
Linden, Walnut, Hackberry, Signal Ridge, and Spring
Hollow. The Omaha Walking Club uses one of the
trails to reach its camp east of the forest. Boy Scout
Camp, “Wa-Kon-Da”, adjoins the forest on the south-
west, near the head of Mormon Hollow trail.

WILD LIFE SANCTUARY

To the botanist and the ornithologist, as well as to
the artist and photographer, the forest is a paradise.
Wild flowers are abundant and the forest is credited
as a habitat of as many species of birds as are found
any place in the United States.

Near the southwest part of the forest there are
marshy places where many kinds of aquatic plants
may be found. In the spring and fall the marshes.are
visited by great numbers of wild ducks and shore birds.

The entire forest is a game reserve. All wild life
is protected,

HISTORIC GROUND

To the historian, the forest is eloquent of the past.
On its hills are the remains of several Indian council
circles as well as the buried houses of prehistoric men
who lived there more than 6000 years ago.

The first Indian trading post in the state was lo-
cated there. A marker near Indian trail points to the
grave of Logan Fontenelle, last chief of the Omaha
tribe. Another marker near the same trail shows the
site where the Mormons camped on their trek west-
ward in 1846. :

For many years the late Dr. Robert Gilder, Archeol-
ogist and Artist, lived at ‘“Wake Robin”, his log cabin
and studio on the edge of the forest. 'Many of his
best known pictures are of scenes in the forest, and
his archeological studies of the forest were extensive.

HOW THE FOREST IS SUPPORTED

‘The Fontenelle Forest Association is a non-profit
organization, dedicated to the task of keeping intact,
for the enjoyment of the public, the largest unbroken
tract of virgin timber in Nebraska.

The trustees and officers of the Association serve
without pay but there are some expenses, such as for
the maintenance of two houses in the forest used by
the caretakers, and for the upkeep of trails, trail mark-
ers, fences and the like..

The expenses of maintaining the forest are met by
contributions from those who enjoy visiting the forest
and from other public spirited citizens.

Bequests or Donations Should be Made to

FONTENELLE FOREST ASSOCIATION

and Addressed to GEORGE T. MORTON, Secretary, 505 Omaha National Bank Bldg. Omaha, Nebraska

The Trustees are: Frederick J. Adams (President), Mrs. John H. Bath, Frank C. Builta, W. Dale Clark, Dr. Har-
old Gifford, L. O. Horsky, Fred W. Kayser, Harold D. LeMar, Ed.S. Miller, Max A. Miller, George T. Morton
(Secretary), Jeannette McDonald, John A. Nixon, Roy N. Towl (Vice-President), Will H. Thompson, Karl E.
Vogel, W. R. Watson and W. LeRoy Wilcox (Treasurer).

Many who have served as Trustees of the Fontenelle Forest Association have passed on. Among them are:

Howard Baldrige, Mrs. W. F. Baxter, C. C. Belden, W. H. Bucholz, Leo Bozell, T. C. Byrne, Robert Cowell,

C. N. Dietz, C. J. Ernst, Dr. Harold Gifford, Sr., Dr. A. F. Jonas, Mrs. Sarah J oslyn, Thomas R. Kimball, Rufus

E. Lee; Col.'T. W: MeCullough, Rome Miller, Charles F. McGrew, Arthur Crittenden Smith, Dr. Solon R. Towne,

Dr. A A; Tyler; €. M. Wilhelm and Henry W. Yates.

% The Flora and Fauna have Thrived in Fontenelle Forest due to the Strict Supervision and Maintenance as a Natural Wild Life Sanctuary.

As a result of this Policy there are known to Date to be in this Area Over 390 different Varieties of Vegetation, 27 Species of Animals,
8 Species of Snakes, 250 Species of Birds, 3 Species of Turtles, 3 Species of Frogs, and many other Varietics of Land and Water Wild Life.

They are for Your Visual Enjoyment Only.




fALPH VELICH, Taxidermist
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Advevsr 22, 1961

Mr. Rarpr VELICH
5212 So. 23rp STREET
OMaHA, NTBRASKA

Dear RaLpH,

T AM 7 STYRNING YOUR TIN TYPE oF (P) WITYOUT IDENTIFIC-
ATION. ROY LOOXED AT IT AND THOUGHT IT RESEMBLED 'BLooDY
Brrr" Awnerson.

Leg STARNES, OUR LOCAL EXPERT ON JESSE CAME OVER TO
SEFE AND WANTS TO XNOW MORE. HE SAYS THERE ART A COUPLE OF
FEATURES THAT INTEREST HWIM. HE TOOK YDUR ADDRESS AND WILL
CONTACT YOoU. HE WANTS TO KNOW WHERE PHOTO CAME FROM, NAME
OF OWNER, :TC,

As rFon MyszLF, I caAN'T STE TOO MUCH RESEMBLENCE. Roy
LIKEWISE.

I'yM TAXING GOOD CARE OF YOUR BOOXS. WILL BRING THEM
HOME WHEN WE GET UP NEXT.
Tug oLD MAN THAT XNOWS HOW TO PUT IT IN SHAPY AND BUILD A

BODY FOR IT IS GETTING OLDER EVERY DAY.

CoME AND SEE US.
SINCERELY,

DLR/¢ Don REynoLDS, PHOTOGRAPHER
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