A CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OF
RIVER FOREST PARK IN NORTH KANSAS CITY,
CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI

CULTURAL RESOURCE INVESTIGATION NO. 35

by
Jim D. Feagins

Archaeological Research Associate

under the direction of
Michael Weichman

Senior Archaeological Research Coordinator

February 1987

THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM
3218 GLADSTONE BOULEVARD
KANSAS CITY. MISSOURI 64123

Submitted in fulfillment of a contract between
the City of North Kansas City, Missouri

and The Kansas City Museum

National Park Service, Land and Water Conservation Fund




A CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY OF
RIVER FOREST PARK IN NORTH KANSAS CITY,
CLAY COUNTY, MISSOURI

CULTURAL RESOURCE INVESTIGATION NO. 35

by
Jim D. Feagins

Archaeological Research Associate

under the direction of
Michael Weichman

Senior Archaeological Research Coordinator

February 1987

THE KANSAS CITY MUSEUM
3218 GLADSTONE BOULEVARD
KANSAS CITY, MISSOUR! 64123

gubmitted in fulfillment of a contract between
the City of North Kansas City, Missouri

. and The Kansas City Museum

National Park Service, Land and Water Conservation Fund



ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Many individuals have aided this cultural resource survey.

The willing aid of the Kansas City Museum staff (including
Marie Sanders, and Sherrie D.

Also I want to

Michael Weichman, Jean Svadlenak,
smith) was, as always, greatly appreciated.
thank individuals on the North Kansas City staff for supplying

information on the park. These individuals are:; John Gallagher,

City Administratory and David Woodruff, Director of Parks and

Recreation.
Other individuals were interviewed concerning knowledge

they mlght have about any cultural ‘resources within or near the

park area. These individuals include: Allen A. Heflin, R. B.

Aker, Stanley "Bud" L. Kroenche, Gary D. Brenner, Al Knight,
Ballard, Eugene R. Jenkins, and Edna

Milton F. Perry, Douglas D.
Scharz. I also appreciate the help given by staff of the
 ——

Historic Pxeeervatlon Program of the Missouri Department of
Natural Resources, the Archaeological Survey of Missouri, the

Liberty Field Office of the Soil Conservation Service, the Liberty

Branch of the Mid-Continent Library, the Northland Chamber of

Commerce, and:the North Kansas City Public Libraxy.

A special thanks should be given to my wife, Margaret
"Peggy" E. Feaglns, for proofreading portions of this report.

I sincerely hope that I have not omitted anyone s name who
should have been acknowledged.

2l 28,1257

7 ’ J. D, F.

q‘u. ¢ B
Qébb&° ﬁmh*'étﬂioi?/ February 1987
e fo o At {
M/MWMM
oot Mo

e

»wcﬁa&i—;zapw ;ZLAZ <8
I /ﬁ 255
””7“‘ AﬁdtﬂhQEJ(Ah ;20 Eég °
Musaiprl, @M/‘“’&/J—e—c. . gg'g
RG]

PR W,,;Z'Z._‘;t ‘E’Q’ . . ]

%W

#



TABLE OF CONTENTS

cknowledgements . . . < < ¢ o o o . o o

e e e e e e e i
able Of Contents .« « « o« « o o o o & o = . e e e s ii
,ist of Illustrations . .« « « & « + o & o o o =0 == ii
(DSETACE o o o o o o o o e e 4 o= oa s s e s e e e e e st iil
introduction and Project Information . . « « < + ¢ & - - 1
invironment of the General River Forest Park Area . . . 7
rhe Prehistory of the Kansas City Area . . . . - - -« = = 13
>revious Archaeological Investigations in Clay County . 21
\ General History of the North Kansas City Area . .« - . 24
tethod of Present Investigation . . « « « - « &« « =« = = 30
Results of Present Investigation . . . =« « « « < « = = ¢ 31
Recommendations in Relation to Project Impact . . . - - .33
References Cited . « + o« « + o + o = = = s s e e = 34
.IST OF ILLUSTRATIONS
Fig. 1. River Forest Park in Southwest Clay County . .
Fig. 2. Zoning District Map, North Kansas city . . - -
Fig. 3. North Kansas City Street Guide and Points of
Interest . v & o s e e e o« e s e e s e a2 =0
Fig. 4. Topographic Map of North Kansas City Area . . -
Fig. 5. Plat Map of River Forest Park . . « « « « » =+ =
Fig. 6. Missouri River Watershed Map =« « « = « =+ =+ =« = 11
Fig. 7. Cultural Sequeﬁges,in the Kansas City Area . . 14
Fig. 8. Township Map of Clay County . . « « - - - = =« - 26
Fig. 9. A 1914 Map of the North Kansas City Area . . 28

- ii -



ABSTRACT

In December of 1986, Kansas City Museum personnel conducted a cultural
resource survey of River Forest Park in the city of North Kansas City, Clay
County, Missouri. The survey was in association with limited park develop-
ment (i.e. the construction of a hiking trail). The record search and
intensive on-site survey located no significant historic or prehistoric
cultural remains within the park.

TN



INTRODUCTION AND PROJECT INFORMATION

In December of 1986, a cultural resource survey was con-
ducted in relationship to the proposed construction of a hiking
trail within River Forest Park, North Kansas City, Missouri.
This intensive suvvey was conducted by this writer, representing
the Kansas City Fuseum.

The city of North Kansas City is located north of the
Missouri River in southwestern Clay County and is surrounded by
Kansas City, Missouri (figs. 1-4). River Forest Park occupies
approximately 7.5 acres at the northern edge of North Kansas
City. This small park lies a short distance north of Highway
210 and west of Highway 1 (figs. 1-4).- Interstates 29 and 35
are located adjacent to the west side of the park. Within the
N%, Sec. 13, T50N, R33W, the park adjoins the Hillside addition
to the east and the River Forest housing development to the
north. To the south, a number of businesses are separated from
the park by an unnamed channelized stream and levee..

Another smaller creek flows through the park itself.

River Forest Park is located principally on several small,

low creek terraces at the junction of where the unnamed creek
enters the Missouri River floodplain. Sloping to ‘the south,
the park has a relief of slightly over 50 feet. .The entrance
to the park'is from the east by way of 26th Avenue (fig. 4-5).

The park, purchased in 1976, was partly funded by the
Federal Land and Water Conservation Fund. The purpose of this
archaeological and historical resource survey is to (1) inven-
tory any significant cultural remains that could be affected
by the proposed project construction activities, (2) make
recommendations relating to any cultural resources found, and
(3) help meet federal requirements--namely the National
Environmental Policy Act, (P.L. 91-190); Advisory Council of
Historic Preservation's regulation.36CRF, Part 800; and

Executive Order 11593.
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ENVIRONMENT OF THE GENERAL RIVER FOREST PARK AREA

The environment has always exerted an important influence

historic and prehistoric man.
tain extent in the cultural choices that can be

The environment can limit

to a cer
e. Cultural researchers are interested in environment, not
y from a standpoint of how man has adapted, but also how

| in turn has affected the environment.

Climate affected both prehistoric and historic man and

lped to regulate the plants and animals that are available for

Knowledge of the present climate can not only aid

1's use.
r understanding of what the climate was like for the early
sneers of the Kansas City area, but also enable researchers

arting point for hypothesizing about past climates

Climate is the total aggregate of atmospheric
and air movement over a

have a st
the area.
nditions affecting heat, moisture,
ng time span for a given region.
The present local climatic information is based on the
iather records from the Kaﬁsas City station--1936 to 1975

Only a greatly condensed summary of the area's climate

sriod.
The average yearly temper-

juld be appropriate in this report.
ure is 55.60 F. January is the coldest month and July is the

The normal mean Fahrenheit temperatures for the months

>ttest.
e asvfcllCQs:
F M A M J J A S (0] N D
70.0 59.1 44.7 33.6

9.7 33.1 43.2 55.5 65.3 74.7 79.5 7€.0

he mean date of first freeze in the fall is October 30,
with an

and

he mean date of last freeze in the spring is April 6,

verage number of 207 days between the last and first freeze

National Weather Service).

Due to the length of the growing season,
in March, when the temperatures are

armth sometimes forces vegeta-

frost danger is

geldom serious. However,
Isually most erratic, abnormal w
:ion ahead of the season, thereby increasing possible damage

‘rom late frost. This may have had an effect on prehistoric

orticulture and on wild fruits and berries used for food.




City station the average number of clear
with 103 days being partly cloudy and

Most commonly, sunny days occur in the

For the Kansas
in a year is 118,
days. being cloudy.
er. and fall.

The mean precipi

'+ received during the spring and summer.
off in the Kansas City area 1is approx1~

et al. 1967: 254). The monthly

tation is 36.66 inches per year, with most
From this amount

average annual run

:ly 6.5 inches (Homyk,
:ipitation'values in inches are as follows:

F M A M J J A S 0 N D
5 1.46 2.59 3.40 4.70 4.82 3.85 3.95 4.30 2.91-1.87 1.46
lowest amount of moisture is received in January, and the

September. There is a
hly averages of precipi-
and tornadoes

stest amount falls in May, June and
e range from year to year in the mont

jon. Thunderstorms are common in the spring,
known to occur in this area.

The prevailing winds are from the 'south from April to

ober. During the winter season, north or northwest winds

wail, though south winds are freguent.
ith July and August being

The windiest time

the year is during Mdrch and April w

 least windy. There also tends to be a diurnal wind varia-

i, with the wind speed being greatest during the warmest

-t of the day and falling off at night.
e Kansas City area are

The general climate trends in th
Kansas City's

nilar to that for most of the rest of Missouri.

imate is a "Cfa" type (VanDorne, et al. 1975: 20). This

pe refers to a climate w1th hot summers and general warm

mperatures and no distinct dry season.

The prehistoric inhabitants of this area were undoubtedly

ploiting plant and animal resources from a variety of environ-

ntal niches. 1In the early historic times both prairie and

rest areas overlapped in western Mlssourl. The flora and fauna
pical of the plants and

No attempt will be

‘esent in the Kansas City area were ty

iimals found elsewhere in western Missouri.
ide here to list all the flora and fauna found in this generdl

tea of oak-hickory forests and prairie grasses. However, a

- 8 -




:ing of biological specimens found in archaeological context
the area would serve to point out some of the important
~ies used by prehistoric man.

The following is a list of plants and animals that have
n recovered from Hopewellian sites in the Kansas City area.
s list was obtained as a result of investigations on the
wbridge (14wYl), Young (23PL4) Sibley (23J3A73), Renner
pr1), and Neiman (23PL51) sites (Johnson 1971,1975; Logan
9. 25; Feagins 1984; Wedel 1943; Adair and Feagins 1986).

Bison (Bison bison)

Elk (Cervus canadensis)

Deer (Odocoileus <p.)

Lynx (Lynx rufus)

Black bear’(Euarctgg'americanus)

Coyote (Canis latrans)

Dog (Canis familiaris)

Grey fox (Urocyon cinereocargenteus)

Red fox (Vulpes fulva)

Beaver (Castor canadensis)

Raccoon (Procyon lotor)

Eastern cottontail (Sylvilagus floridanus)

Plains pocket gopher (Geomya bursarius)

Hispid pocket mouse (cf. Perognathrus hispidis)

Rice rat (cf. Oryzomys palustris) i

Fox squirrel (Scirurus niger)

Fastern wood rat (Neotoma floridans)

Wild turkey (Melagis gallapayo)

Ruffled grouse (Bonasa unbellus)

Salamander (Ambystoma sp)
Soft shelled turtle (Trionyx sp.)

Ornate box turtle (Terrapene ornata)

Common musk turtle (cf. Sternotherus odoratus)
Elegant slider turtle (Chrysemys scripta)

Map turtle (Graptemys sp.) '
Pit viper: copperhidad or timber rattlesnake (Crotalidae)

Snake: worm snake or eastern ring-necked snake (Colubridae).

Garter snake (Thamnophis sp.)

Pink heel-splitter mussel (Proptera alata)

White heel-splitter mussel (Lasmigona complanata)
Maple~leaf mussel (Quadrula quadrula)

Fat mucket mussel (Lampsilis siliquoidea)

Paper mussel {Leptodea sp.) .

Blue catfush (Ictalurus furcatus)

Channel catfish (Ictalurus punctatus)

Flathead (Plvodictis olivaris)

Buffalo fish (Ictiobus sp.)

Longnose gar (Lepisosteus osseus) ¢
Freshwater drum (Aplocinatus grunniens)

-9 -




persimmon (Diospyros virginiane)
Black walnut (Juglans nigra)

Hazelnut {Corylus americana)

Beaked hazelnut (Corylus cornuta)
pawpaw (Asimina trilobe)

Hickory (Carya sp.)

Willow (Salix sp.)

Butternut hickory (Carya cordiformis)
Maple (Acer sp.)

Elm (Ulmus sp.) ~

Pecan (Carya illinoense

oak (qu;cggAsp.)

wild grape (Vitis sp.)

Wormwood (Artimisia sp.)

River bulrush (Scirpus cf. fluviatilis)
Common ragweed (Ambrosia artemisifolia)
Pigweed (Amaranthus sp-)

Goosefoot (Chenopodium sp.)

Pokeweed (Phylotacca americara)
Marshelder (Iva anrus)

Corn (Zea sp.)

Squash™ (Curcurbita sp.)

Amaranth (Amaranthus sp.)

Indoubtedly all of the plants and animals listed above would

jave been available to the prehistoric people within and around

‘he Kansas City area, at least since after A.D. 1. For a
jetailed listing of the present flora and fauna in the area see

JanDorne et al. (1975:34-42) and MacKenzlie (1902).

I3

From the Pleistocene--ice age--ancient animal remains are
Dccaéionally exposed. Mehl (1962:95-97, 99 & 101) reports the
finds of Pleistocene mastodon, bison, deer, peccary and horse
from the Kansas City area. ' Martin (1979:7-8, 13-14, 17-18) and
Zhandler (personal communication) also report fossilized
remains from the area—;é;tiﬁct bison, ground sloth, mastodon;

deer, peccary, man and musk oOX.

River Forest Park is located in what the Missouri Office
of Historic Preservation calls Watershed no. 4 of the Missouri
principal drainage basin (fig. 6). This area is within the
archaeological-physiographic region called the Northwest Prairie
and the Loess Hills geographic unit of the Northern Plains area
(Chapman 1975:3, 6). The park is located on a terrace, flood

plain, and lower bluff slope setting.

The primary soil associations within the city of North Kansas

- 10 -
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ty are the Leta-Haynie-Waldron Association (flood plain

lu
om the Soil Survey of Clay and Ray Counties,

cation is part of the Knox- -Urban land complex and the Urban
The Knox soil is a

viums) and.the Knox- Sibley Association (upland loess).
Missouri the park

nd, bottom land complex {(Preston 1986) .

well drained, moderately permeable, upland soil adjacent

The Knox soil is a light
Other information on the

iep,
y the Missouri River flood plains.

ylored silty loess (Preston 1986:83) .
insas City area soils can be found in Mausel et al. (1976) and

snDorne et al. (1975:12-13) .

The Missouri River Valley, in the North Kansas City area,

yers of Pennsylvanian age strata--

ransects several rock la
This series is composed

issouri Series (Vineyard 1967:fig. 2).
limestone, and sandstone, but also consists of

ainly of shale,
Branson 1944:280-286).

oal (Searight and Howe 1961:95-108;

While prehistoric man used many of the rocks, minerals and

ther resources present within the Kansas City area, modern man,

n different ways, continues to exploit these resources. Man

s greatly influenced by the environment. " .. .human populations

‘orm a living ecosystem, tied to their environment and respond-

.ng to the same types of external regulatory mechahisms as
though in part adapting to environmental change

" (King and Graham 1981:128).

yther organisms,

3y cultural evolution...

~

- 12 -




THE PREHISTORY OF THE KANSAS CITY AREA

while amateur and professional archaeologists have inves-
of the Kansas City area for many years,

gated the prehistory
in our understanding of the cultures of

ere remain many gaps

e past in this area.
;v1ronment for supplying the necessit
s tools are abundant as testified by the great number of
‘tifacts obtained by local collectors.

i1lves are relatively meaningless unless they
cultures and help explain how

This region was apparently a rich
ies for prehistoric man.

But artifacts by them-
can explain the

ife style and evolution of past

1ltural processes work.
Archaeologists presently a

5 what is now known as the Kansas City area. The period in

s usually called the Early Man Period,

There

re unsure when man first came

hich man first arrived 1
nd Chapman (1975:26) feels it was prior to 12,000 B.C.
re some investigators who are willing to extend this date

uch farther back in time (Bryan 1978; Coles 1979:167). .

For many years the cultural time periods used in Missouri

sed on research first conducted in the wood-

ere primarily ba
This borrowed cultural

and area of Eastern United States.

e did not always exactly fit (especially in the later

.equenc
ning

\ime periods) the information that investigators were begin
For this

fied

‘o discover while working in Kansas and Missouri.
reason, area‘archaeologiéts have developed their own modi

rersions of the cultural sequences (fig. 7).

Very little information is known about the Early Man period
in Missouri. Information concerning this period in the Kansas
Jity area may be represented at the Shriver site (23DV12),
vhere researchers claim to have discovered a pre-projectile
ooint horizon : (Reagan and Evans 1976; Reagan et al. 1978),

although the evidence is not yet conclu51ve in this regard.

The second prehistoric cultural period in the Kansas City
one of the most diagnostic

he Paleo-Indians produced

area is the Paleo-Indian Period.
and easy to recognize artifacts that t
is the fluted point. In Missouri thesc points have been found

- 13 -
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Figure 7. Cultural Sequences Relatling to the Kansas Clty Area.
(after Brown 1977: 2). oo
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aly in counties bordering the Missouri and Mississippi-Rivers.

fluted progectlle points have been recovered from Jackson
and three were recovered from Clay County (Chapman 1975: 67;

nty.,
In Missouri .these points are

kins 1976a;Feagins 1982a, 1982b).

ally recovered on high land near major stream drainages.

arently,
and at least some of the animals they obtained are now

In addition to the fluted points, Paleo-Indian sites also
side scrapers

these people lived primarily but not exclusively by

ting;
inct.
tain snubbed-end scrapers, gravers, flake knives,
| unfluted points (Chapman 1975:68) .

Artifacts of the Dalton culture are occasionally encounter-

in the Kansas City area. They occupied a transitional time

\ge from the Paleo- Indian Period into the Early Archaic Period.
ijpman (1975) chooses to- devote a separate short period (Dalton
-iod 8,000 B.C.-7,000 B.C. } to this cultural group. Most other

shaeologists simply. place this cultural group within the Early

Dalton points and other tools may reflect some
Known Dalton sites

chaic Period.
ltural adaptation  to an altered environment.
a typically small and were probably used only for a relatively

-

In some areas foraging probably became almost equal
‘Much

grt time.
hunting as a means of obtaining food (Chapman 1975:96) .
eds to be learned about this early Archaic group of people in
rthwestern Missouri.

Other Early Archaic points are occasionally found in
dition to those attributed to the Dalton people. Hardin Barbed,
ate Basin and Plainview points have been recovered from this
me period in the Kansas City area (Reeder 1978:9; Shippee 1950:
4; Feagins 1976:26). |

Present understanding of the life style and cultural inter-
;tions that took place in the Middle and Late Archaic Periods is
icking in depth. A side-notched point tradition is present in the
insas City area during this period (Reeder 1977; Reagan and Oman
}77) . Sites containing these points tend to be small and reflect
10rt-term, but perhaps repeated, usage. This type of site
Eilization is what one would expect from a nomadic or semi-nomadic

eople. While hunting was very important, gathering appears to

- 15 -



e become increasingly important as time went on. There is a

ader rang
-iod. Thi

e of tools produced especially in the Late Archaic

s is probably a reflection of a greater utilization
n 1975:184).

the Late

different resources from the environment (Chapma

Many type
d with both expanding and contracting
some of these point types

nd continued

s of prOJectlle points were present in
~haic Perio stemmed

rieties orlglnatlng during this time.

e remained in usage for a long period a

pear to hav
pue to the drler, warmer

o the Woodland periods.

he Middle and Late Archaic periods,
This may have been

nt by these

usage int
imate in' t the prairies ex-
nded at th

e stimulus

e expense of the forest areas.
for greater utilization of the environme
raging people.
An important cultural complex in the Kansas Cit
\g the Archaic Period is the Nebo Eill. The Nebo Hill people
have practiced a foraging economy with heavy reliance

ing wild plants as well as utilizing animal resources.

y area dur-

>pear to

1 process
se most diagnostic tool of this complex is the Nebo

ype--a lanceolate form with a modified diamond shape

ection. Large digging tools called "Sedalia Diggers", three-
flat celts, chert hammerstones,

ered on Nebo

re located

'Hill point

d cross—

warter grooved axes, flat manos,.
olished hematlte, and other artifacts are also recov
The larger more heavily utilized sites a
Smaller Nebo Hill

(Reeder

ill sites.
n high ground associated with a major stream.
)jccupations are occasionally found on the valley floors
978:; Blakeslee 1979). These valley sites may reflect a winter
labitation area where there would be more protection from the

slements. It should also be pointed out that Nebo Hill and other

\rchaic sites are probably more numerous in the valley locations

than is presently realized. From the Hillsdale Reservoir-area,
Blakeslee (1979) reports half a dozen Nebo Hill sites which are
all found on valley floor locations. Undoubtedly, older valley
sites would have a greater tendency than more recent

have been either washed away or buried by stream dep
Blakeslee excavated two features,

suggests that" the

sites toO

osits.

From the Doherty site,
felt to be small Nebo Hill houses (1979). He

- 16 =-




imultaneously by two nuclear

e is a winter camp occupied s
east may be inferred from a

pilies. Trade toward the north
ace of copper“found in this horizon (Deel 1985:71).

The placement of the Nebo Hill complex in a time perspective
he complex-Was»first defined by Shippee

s a problem ever since t
haped style of projectile

948) . Based upon the lanceolate s
int, it was thought that this complex would date back to the

rly Archaic period (Shippee 1964:13). In recent years, re-
covered that this complex is not that old.

archers have dis
bo Hill complex to

Brian (1977:5 & 181) favors assigning the Ne
Other researchers contend that these

le Middle Archaic period.
Carbon-14

q:ople principally occupied the Late Archaic period.

d to support the later dating of this complex.

ites ten
ill and

earchers noted a stylistic overlap of Nebo H
The Sedalia points are part of the

sites of the Sedalia phase located to

he east of Kansas City. & series of C-14 dates from a site in

he western Missouri Ozarks firmly places the Sedalia phase at the
00 B.C. (King 1980:220).

Res
sdalia point variations..

rehistoric tools found on

hillips Spring site between 2,000 and 1,0
f a Late Archaic age.

his dating confirms the assignment O
ints with a lenticular cross-

Long, broad lanceolate shaped po

lection are diagnostic of the Sedalia phase. However, it is not

mncommon to find Sedalia points on Nebo Hill sites and to find

alia sites or on occasion to find

lebo Hill points on some Sed
Also

oints that seem to be intermediate between the two types.
‘hese two complexes share a number of other tool types in common

(Chapman 1975:200). Fé}hthese reasons most researchers feel that

the Nebo Hill and the Sedalia people were contemporaneous in the

Late Archaic period. It is possible that the Sedalia phase was

derived from "early Nebo Hill".
The discovery of fiber tempered pottery in good asso

at 23CL1l, a Nebo Hill site, adds further support for the late
Perhaps this complex began

rough most of

@

ciation

dating of this complex (Reid 1984).
sometime during the Middle Archaic and extended th
‘the rest of the Archaic period.

The Woodland period started before the time of Christ in the

- 17 -




The cultural processes that took place between
e Woodland or Kansas City

Sites dating from early

sas City area.
Late Archaic period and the Middl

ewell period are poorly understood.

the Woodland period seem to be sparse in the area. Perhaps

transition from Archaic to Middle Woodland occupied a

atively short duration of time.

Two traits of the Woodland period which are generally used
distinguish it from the Late Archaic are the introduction of

.tery and a more common usage of burial mounds. However, during

od in the southeastern portion of the United

y Late Archaic peri
as has

ites, pottery containing fiber temper is known to occur,
: been discovered on the Nebo Hill site. To the east of Kansas
:y, the Early Woodland period has been characterized by "Black
1d Pottery". Early woodland components may be present, in the
asas City area, at the Shields site (23CL1) (Shippee 1967), at
te 23JA36 (Johnson 1979:87), at a site on Avondaie Hill

an 1980:10), at site 23JA159 and at site 23PL285.

from the Middle Woodland or Kansas City Hopewell
riod have been found on many sites in the area (Shippee 1967;
hnson 1979; wWedel 1943). While many types-of artifacts were

de by the Hopewell people, the most diagnostic artifacts are the
it temper. Also prismatic

as well as certain

hapm
Artifacts

wcorated pottery--usually containing gr

,adelets are considered somewhat diagnostic,

ipes of projectile points and other lithic material.
and center of development was

The Hopewell culture’s origin
It is felt that

5 the east in the states of Illinois and ohio.
igrations from the eaéghlead to the development of what is re-
erred to as the "Kansas City Hopewell" (Shippee 1967:1; Chapman
980:27). These pioneer Hopewell communities apparently were the
irst to introduce horticulture into the area. Aithough some
orticulture was practiced by certain Late Archaic people (Chomko
nhd Crawford 1978; King 1980), there is no evidence that this

€curred in the Kansas City area. Although gardening was practiced

W the Hopewell, the major means of subsisténce?was probably by
lunting and gathering (Johnson 1976:7; 1979:88).

The Hopewell eﬁéaged in widespread trading and undoubtedly

- 18 -




ain religious practices with their "kin" to the east.

red in cert
s is sometimes re-

T sharing of many ideas and cultural item
red to as the "Hopewell Tnteraction Sphere" (Struever 1964;

pwell 1964) . of some specialization in
- manufacturing of crafts.
duced as well as ceramic effigies,
Johnson 1976:10; Feagins 1977, 1984, in press).

There is also evidence
Interesting decorated pottery was

stone pipes, and many other

s (Shippee 1967;

Kansas City Hopewell buried
earth filled burial mounds usually located on

at least a portion of their dead

stone walled,

ffs near their villages.
‘The Late Woodland people in the area also utilized burial

nds, made pottery, and pr
ierous sites associated with this.period appear to be smaller
d their artistic expression, cultural trade, and religious

m to have declined when compared with that of
bDuring the Late Woodland period the
with the Hopewell was apparently

acticed horticulture. However, the

actices all see
Middle Woodland period.

teraction sphere that started
The bow and arrow came into common usage

d into the

longer in operation.

iring this period but may have been first introduce

ea during the latter portion of the Middle Woodland period

ohnson 1976:14). Pottery tended to be plain or cord marked and

ften had pointed or rounded bases. '
In the Kansas City area,
zed by a_ farming people living in village
teads. Shell tempered pottery, triangular shaped arrowpoints,

hoes, sandstone abraders, blunt end
includinc

s and isolated farm-

eveled and unbeveled knives,

crapers, shell beads,'éfoné pipes, and other artifacts,
one tools, were produced by these people. At least eleven
louses of the Mississippian period have been excavated in close
Jroximity of Kansas City (Shippee 1972:5; McHugh 1979). The

ssissippian period, Maybrook phase,; a Pomona focus subdivision

Jas identified by Brown (1979, 1984).
£23JA115), site 23JA238 (Brown 1984:445)
Site (23JA269) (Feagins 1985; parisi 1985) are considered to

The Seven Acres site
and the Vaughn-Estess

¥epresent the Maybrook phase.

The Steed-Kisker culture was first defined by Wedel (1943).

~ 19 -
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t of the tools made by this group of
produced by other late prehistoric
The shell tempered pottery was

ept for the pottery, mOS
ple were similar to that

ups to the west and northwest.
en shaped and contained designs somewhat similar to pottery

duced at Cahokia and other Middle Mississippian sites to the
t - (Wedel 1943; Shippee 1972; O'Brien 1978). The Steed-Kisker

y harvested maize, beans, squash, bison and

ple principall
- 1250 (O'Brien

sr. They resided in the area around A.D. 1000

'8:69-70; Chapman 1980:158).
In addition to the above cultures, the Oneota was probably

;o present in this area during this late prehistoric period.

2 Oneota appears to be
2t became prominent in
The Kansa, Missouri and Osage tribes all

the ancestors of many of the tribes

western Missouri and eastern Kansas dur-

j historic times.
teracted in the Kansas City area.

- 20 -




PREVIOUS EACHAEOLOGICAL WORK IN CLAY COUNTY

while a gfeat amount of archaeolugical research has been

nducted in Clay County with the resulting location of many

tes, no sites have been previously recorded within or adjacent

y the park area.

An extremely interesting archaeological site was excavated

1 the river bluff approximately 1/3 of a mile east of River
yrest Park. This site, the Avondale Mounds site (23CL23), was

d in 1934 - 35 and again in 1949 - 52 after which the site

zcavate
vee

royed by use as a borrow area for Missouri River le
The North Kansas City Hospital

The site was a multiple component

as dest
Snstruction (Shippee 1953).

>w occupies this location.
Many red ocher covered graves were dis-

?ehistoric cemetery.
A later

overed, which probably date to the Archaic period.

o}
']
joodland period also used this

roup of people during the W
In addition to the scattered graves, they built

kmetery.
Unfortunately,

everal mounds
¥1y a small portion of the site was éalvaged prior to

which also were used for burials.
its de~

kruction by power shovels.
Between the park and the Avondale Mounds site, Shippee

11953:19) indicated that there are two campsites located on
They would only be

erraces within an unnamed stream valley.
One of these sites,

4
23CL24, contained cord»rOughened,_grit—tempered sherds and a
Also some Hopewellian

pout ) of a mile east of River Forest Park.

few projectile points (Shippee 1953:37).
Style pottery (A.D. 1 '550) has been found in this valley.

: Approximately 2.5 miles east, northeast of River Forest

.
Eark, several sites have been reported along Searcy Creek
\Jenkins 1976b). These sites contain Woodland and Archaic com-

onents.

| Also east of the proposed project area near the Missouri
ity area, surveying, testing and excavation were conducted along
he proposed route of Highway 210 (Reagan and Oman 1977; Reagan

t al. 1978; Reid 1978, 1984). One of the sites along this

o i . . . .
ute is one of the most important. sites in the Kansas City area.

e 1 =



is Late Archaic site--Nebo Hill, 23CLll--has been described
Shippee (1948, 1964) and excavated by R:i:id (1978). This is

e so-called type site for the Nebo Hill phassa.

A small archaeological survey was conducted in Clay and

& counties northeast of Excelsior Springs (Rappold 1969). A

L rock and earth mounds were located in that area. Within

k Fishing River drainage a survey was conducted during portions
: 1970-73 (Martin 1976). This survey laid the foundation for
cultural chrdnology‘within the drainage and supplied inter-
etive data concerning prehistoric settlement/subsistence
slationships. Considerable additional archaeological work has
sen conducted at sites in the Smithville Reservoir area

'Brien 1977; Riley 1967; McHugh 1979). This lake is in the
rthwestern corner of Clay County.

Several archaeological investigations have been conducted

thin Watkins Mill State Park in northeastern Clay County.

ese investigations wereall associated with the historic
mponents in the park (Bray 1972a, 1972b, 1979, 1982; Rucker

64) .

Butler (1974) and Evans (1974) conducted an archaeological
irvey along the addition to I-435 which is located a short
stance west of Hodge Park. Additional sites were identified
d tested as a result of the I-435 project in the lower portion

the East Fork of Shoal Creek. Also along Shoal Creek,
chaeological work has_been conducted by Bray (1981). His work
sults from a cultural resource survey relating to the develop-

nt of an industrial park. He examined three campsites and

70 burial locationsin that area near the town of Birmingham.

In 1966, the Claymont site (23CL99) was excavated. This

te Woodland site is located approximately 2.3 miles northwest
River Forest Park. Apparently, a prehistoric house of wattle-
Q—daub construction was present on the sitg. Numerous cord-

?kaﬂ pottery sherds and chipped-stone tools were recovered

Numerous other reports relating to the archaeology of the
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y County area are: Calabrese 1969, 1974; Chapman 1975, 1980;
ns and Ives-1976, 1978, 1981; Fowke 1910; Feagins 1978, 1979,
1981, 1982; Garrison and Denman 1979; Granthan 1980a,
1981b, 1983, 1985; Henning 1981; Johnson 1979;
risi 1985a; Root 1979; Schmits, Collins and Wright 1982; Shippee
41, 1956, 1967, 1970, 1972; Stewart 1943; Sturdevant LS 7T,

86 Wedel 1943; and Weston 1986.
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A GENERAL HISTORY OF THE NORTH KANSAS CITY AREA
In 1673, iouis Joliet and Jacques Marquette, traveling down
Mississip
obably the first kuropeans to observe the muddy Missouri River,
fter an Indian tribe along its banks (Meyers 1965).
they learned but little about this stream whose basin

pi River, along with their five voyageurs, were

med a

wever,
ained much of the United States and all of what eventually
icame Clay County. Over the years other French explorers and

‘aders followed; some traveled up the Missouri River, event-

{lly leaving the forest lands and entering onto the Great Plains.

One hundred and forty-five years after Marquette and
lliet's journey came the first slight hint of the great city

1at would be built where the Kaw (Kansas) River joined the

lssouri. Here in 1821, at the Kawsmouth, M. Chouteau established
forage vacilities to supply his, by then, well developed network
trading posts. The city of Kansas City would come much later.
rior to this timé, most of the early French traders were not

511 educated; thus they left but few records concerning their
tplorations.

Several historic Indian tribes interacted in northwest
issouri. One of the Kansa village sites was located in Missouri
King Hill in St. Joseph during the early 1700's (Ruppert 1974;
enning 1977): Later they were exclusively located in north-
fistern Kansas, especially along the river bearing their name.

je main Osage villages®were located in northern Vernon County,
issouri, near Nevada (Berry et al. 1944; Chapman 1946) and

dme were living near the Missouri Indians in Saline County near

rshall, Missouri.

This territory was also claimed by Spain and France at
Arious times prior to the Louisiana Purchase in 1803. At that
'fg'ﬁhe fledgling country of the United States purchased a vast
Fiﬂﬂt Oof midcontinental land from France. This purchase paved
he ?ﬁy for a series of government-sponsored explorations of "

1€ Lerritory--the first being led by Meriwether Lewis and
¥illiam Clark (1804-1806) .
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ermanent settlers first came to the county in 1819.
ation was rapid between 1820 and 1828 with most settlers
Kentucky, Tennessee, Maryland and North

P
migr
ming from virginia,
rolina (Conard 1901:18).

1t was formed from a part of Ray County.
(Wwilliams 1915:428).

Clay County was organized on January

1822. The county
\s named after Henry Clay of Kentucky
\11atin Township (in which North Ransas
n the county (Anomyous 1885:
trips

city is located--Fig.
is one of the original townships i
By 1825 steamboats made occasional

and the first ferry between Clay and
This was a

37; Woodson 1920:189) .

> the Missouri River,
ckson counties was established by Joseph Boggs.
An important market for

8riod of rapid growth (Conrad 1901:18).
es and other supplies was to the west

day County horses, mul
By 1830 the

Kansas, at Fort Leavenworth,,espablished in 1827.

ppulation of the county was 5,338, and steamboats had begun to

ake regular frequent trips up the Missouri.

After having been driven out of Jackson County by mob action,
fany Latter Day Saints (Mormons) came to Clay County in 1833.
ey were persecuted because of differences in religion and

gain th
By 1838 they left

jolitics (especially over the slavery issue) .

lissouri to settle in Nauvoo, Illinois.

The year of the great flood took place in 1844. The Missouri
and from bluff to bluff.

v would have been

liver flood is described as covering the 1
Ylmost all of  what became North Kansas Cit
tovered by water.

and by 1860 there was a population

Tt is claimed that in Clay County
Keep in mind

The county grew steadily,
3f 13,023 (D.A.R. 1922:155).
there were no votes for Abraham Lincoln that year.

that the vast majority of the county's settlers came from the

During the Civil War, the people of Clay County supported

both the Federal and Confederate cause. The majority, however,

fﬂgﬁﬂrted the South with many young men joining the Confederate
- r ] .
my. While there were some small battles--as at Blue Mills—-

much T , . )
Wieh of the trouble in the area was due to gorilla bands. With
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l1ing and stealing not uncommon, life must have beenh hard for

s settlers of Clay County. While not always effective, local

rsons and Federal troops tried to maintain law and order.

e of the set-back caused by the war, the county

In spit
grow, especially during the last half of the decade.

ntinued to
t step in continued growth was the construction of

importan
It was the first bridge

& Hannibal (railroad) Bridge in 1866.
e Missouri River. By 1879, Clay County's population

Foss th
The principle income in the county was from live=

s 15,564.
ock and farming.

m time to time.
Many crops were destroyed by these insect hordes.

Dry weather and insects were serious prohlems

What is called the "grasshapper year"™ took

ace in 1875.
Travel and getting produce to market was sometimes a problen.

e ferryboat, Annie Cade, started operation between Kansas City
(Fulton 1983:12). Farms were being

d Clay County in 1879
In 1880 a fine levee was

'@roved and becoming more productive.
1ilt along the Missouri River bottom near the settlement of

irlem (see fig. 8). However, in 1881 a major flood cccurred

id Harlem was inundated.

\ Willard E. Winner was to have an important effect on the
ca. He arrived in 1883 and soon promoted a number of ideas for
He started an investment company

veloping the floodplains.
ich later failed in 1900.
88, but it was never completed.

is ideas took root and began to grow.

The Winner bridge was started in
In spite of failures, many of

A major step in this growth was the organization of the North
nsas City Development Company in 1903, the same year of another
eat flood. ©Land was purchased, plans were made and growth was
iminent. In 1909 a contract was let for building the Armour-—
wift=Burlington (ASB) bridge over the Missouri River. It opened
| a Eoll road in 1911 and served as.an important link for Clay
unty with Kansas City. This helped lead to the establishment
ovember 12, 1912) of the town of North Kansas City (Fulton 1983:
4). The North Kansas City Development Co. grew rapidly and

i : : . )
Ped provide a number of improvements to the town (i.e. water
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nt and electric light plant). A post office was established
1915. An important early asset to the town was the establish-
it in 1918 of a facility, by the U. S. government, for training

‘6or mechanics for World War I. North Kansas City's first news

er was established in 1920. The town grew up and became a

(4th class) in 1924.

In 1927 two additional events helped ease transportation

the area north of the river--the establishment of a munlclpal

ort and the ASB bridge became a free (non-toll) bridge.

P
the electric rail line which had crossed the ASB

rer 20 years,
dge closed down in 1933. It had ceased to be profitable with
. changing modes of transportation.

During this time, North Kansas City had become heavily
Justrialized. This trend has led to the industrial giant of
day. North Kansas City became a 3rd class city in 1952. The
ty's population in 1960 was 5,657 people., Since that time,
lere has been some decline in population--5,183 people in 1970
4,507 people in 1980. Some of the major employers in the
y today are: Corn Products Company, Cook Paint and Varnish,
frmland Industries, Inc., North Kansas City Memorial Hospital,
1itaker Cablg, Burlington Northern Railroad, and Southwestern

11.

' River Forest Park has simply been an undeveloped area for
ny years. Owned by the North Kansas City Development Company
RO for approximately 70 years, the park land was obtained

BESEREY in 1976.
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METHOD OF PRESENT INVESTIGATION

A 1iterature/record search and an on-site intensive field
yestigation were conducted during this cultural survey. Many
environmental and archaeological publications and

storic,
list of sites on the National Register of

ports; project map;
.toric Places; list of previously reported archaeological

tes from the general area; and various individuals and institu~-
>ns were consulted during the record search. Records were
srched from the cities of MNorth Kansas City, Columbia, Liberty,
fferson City and Grandview, Missouri. A list of the persons

- erviewed can be found in the acknowledgement section of this

port.
‘An intensive on-site surface survey was conducted in order
identify any evidence of historic or prehistoric cultural
nains. The total park area of approximately 7.5 acres was
|Epécted. Surface visibility in River Forest Park varied con-
lderably. The park is mostly tree covered with two 'small grass
feas in the eastern portion. Fortunately, vegetation was at

ow level due to the late December time of survey. While
-Ezy-&ﬂa'tree leaves did hinder the suryey;,portions of the
(in all areas of the park) were visible. Large animal
and burrows, rodent mounds, stream banks, stream gravel
pe wash areas,_gullies, recent bulldozer cuts, and
L bare areas around tree bases and in the grass were most
e. Approximately 5 to 10 % of the ground surface was
t the time of thée survey, except in. the areas mentioned
ere 50 to 100 % surface visibility was present. These

fovided small transects of good visibility. The ground

ere ever exposed was intensively examined.

al color photographs of the park were taken. These
s are on file in the archives department of the Kansas
m.




RESULTS OF PRESENT INVESTIGATION

The 1iteféture/record search supplied environmental and
haeological background information as well as the historical
~ults summarized in preceeding sections of this report.
-hough previously recorded sites (23CL22, 23CL23, 23CL24 and

c1,91) are located within one kilometer of River Forest Park,

sites are listed within or adjacent to park property. No

idence of any significant historic or prehistoric material

< discovered within the park. Also none of the persons inter-

(see list in acknowledgement section) had any knowledge

any significant cultural resources within or directly

nt to the park area.

. park contains a number of natural features: a.
ope, an upper terrace (containing a limestone ledge),
ﬁﬁith an area of white water where it goes over the
limestone layer), a stream terrace, an abandoned meander
several glacial boulders (glacial erratics), and a variety

During the survey, numerous sguirrels,
tracks

s and animals.
of birds and one red fox were seen. Also deer

served in the park. Even though the surrounding area

developed, there are a surprisihg number of wildlife
sent in t5é park.

'pafk\does contain many items of modern trash, ie. cans,
bricks, paper and plastic products. These items are
ttered; however, many are concentrated in several of
ithin the steep slope at the north side of the park.

8 area there are several large metal drainage pipes

¢ street and lots in the housing development to the
Park. ZAlso some trash Has been deposited in the
1S washed into the park during floods. In the south-
_ét of the park, the soil on the upper elevation
have been leveled by earthmoving equipment a number

- to this survey. Also a minor amount of recent

and bulldozer work has been done in the park south
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Avenue. Again, none of the cultural resources observed

,rk appear to have historical significance at this time.
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RECOMMENDATIONS IN RELATION 7O PROJECT IMPACT

]E‘g!'e"d upon evidence obtained from a cultural resource survey
| se

ing an intensive on-site inspection and a review of the
'gical/historical records, it appears that no significant

resources would be disturbed by the proposed construction

within River Forest Park. It should be pointed out

survey technique is completely adequate to locate all
in an area, given land cover, time and other factors
eply buried sites. So if during the course of any
ion activities, buried cultural material of either a
- prehistoric nature is uncovered, then work should
;mpgdiately, and the Division of Parks and Historic

1 of the Missouri Department of Natural Resources
ntacted at once.

ut all stages of any project of this type, full

is recommended by all parties concerned (contractors,
I--'e archaeologist, state and/or federal agencies,
y) so as to avoid any unnecessary delays in con-

e insuring that any significant cultural infor-
salvaged whenever found. Any salvaged data should
erved for the benefit of present and future gener-—

County residents, as well as others in the state
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