HAPPENINGS

March/April 1 9 9 6

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

Photos by Clint Sims

Sally Skunk gives a prize to children who have answered
all the questions in the activity booklet.

Children's Week was kicked off on Tuesday,
April 9, from 3:00 to 8:00. Children's Week
would not have been possible without the sup-
port of major sponsors, McDonalds and KKJO.
Over 1,278 people came during those five
hours. There were numerous fun things for
children to do, including an activity booklet
with questions that could be answered by 5{; );OM l:;k closely, Zoufiliﬁng volunteers CZem; Agoya dnddﬁm
g b T G ra staff member Jackie Lewin among t actoons an

ﬁ;aésslﬁgagr%g};gziﬂ?bns’ flacepiituneio crowd attendl?z:’zg the opening day of Childrin 's Week.

test, a "duck hunt," and
panning for gold. Cos-
tumed characters, bal-
loons, prizes, and refresh-
ments were all a part of
the festivities. During the
rest of the week, Wednes-
day through Sunday, an
additional 1,600 people
came to explore the

L. to R. wearing hats, Scott Koch
and Larry Lawhon demonstrate
panning for gold. Children and
adults both enjoyed taking a hand
at swirling the pan. The gold that
they found was foil wrapped
around a chocolate coin.

Story continued on page 6
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Long Distance
Trail Superinten-

dent; Darrell

Meeker, Scout L Photos by Clint Sims

leader of Troop

#6; Scout mem-

bers of Troop #6.

The group next

boarded a bus for
a historic tour of

i N I L S LT P
the city led by : O s e Y S S bt i

. Troop #6 scout leader Darrell Meeker supervises
Marilyn Taylor the scouts as they drive the OCTA/NPS post into

and Sarah Elder. Me ground: e —
Gateway members Dave Martin and Mary
At the Krug-Nill Knab share quotes from mid-nineteenth
. century emigrant diaries at the ceremony
Mansion the Gateway Chapter of OCTA hosted a to place the OCTA/NPS trail marker at

. St. Ji h’s River Front Park.
reception. Then the OCTA members moved to the Rk

St. Joseph Museum for a buffet dinner and tour.

The visitors were thoroughly im-
pressed with St. Joseph and the hos-
pitality they received. Special
thanks were extended by OCTA to
the St. Joseph Museum, Pony Ex-
press National Memorial, St. Joseph
Convention and Visitors Bureau,
the Gateway Chapter of OCTA, and
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nill for their

parts in hosting the meeting. 3

OCTA board members enjoy dinner in the new Native American exhibit area at the
St. Joseph Museum. Left to right: Norman Wilson, California; Rose Ann Tompkins,
Arizona; Marie and Richard Greene, New Mexico; Dr. Mike and Renee Bateman,
Idaho; Dr. Roger Blair, Wyoming,; Dr. Susan Badger-Doyle, Wyoming.
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136TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE PONY EXPRESS

g o o
L ey P

The Pony Express National Memorial celebrated the
136th anniversary of the start of the Pony Express from
April 3 (the day in 1860 when the mail left St. Joseph)
through April 13 (the day when the first mail from Califor-
nia reached St. Joseph).

A temporary exhibit at the memorial showed the various
ways the Pony Express has been celebrated around the
world. Items in the case included a crystal vase donated
by Czechoslovakian riders; a replica mochila carried on
the 1960 centennial ride; a Pony Express flag used in cel-
ebrations in the 1930s; and an autographed “Young Rid-
ers” poster.

YEAR ROUND VOLKSWALK

The 1996 Year Round Volkswalk was "kicked off" on March 2 at
the St. Joseph Museum. Sponsors, in addition to the museum, are the
Family YMCA and the Missouri Riverbluff Ramblers. Anyone may
participate in the year round event which covers a 10k/6.2 mile
course through historic St. Joseph. There is no charge unless the
walker is a member of the American Volkssport Association and
wants credit for the walk. There is also a $5.00 charge for the op-

tional, 100% embroidered patch pictured to the right.

To participate in the 1996 Year Round Volkswalk, come to the St.
Joseph Museum during regular hours which are listed on the back of

this issue of the Happenings. % 5
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The staff gathers at Ashland Cemetery to mark the grave of Pony Express
rider Michael Whalen. KQTV was present to report on the event.

The tradition continued of placing markers on
the graves of the four Pony Express riders bur-
ied in St. Joseph. They are Charlie CLiff at
Mount Mora, William “Dock” Brink at Mount
Auburn, and Michael Whalen and Phillip
Koerner at Ashland.

James W. “Dock” Brink was the featured rider
for April, 1996. Through recent correspon-
dence with Brink’s great-granddaughter, we
have added to what we know about him.
Brink was born in 1835 in Williamsport, Indi-
ana, and lived the last 29 years of his life in St.
Joseph, working as a butcher and
restauranteur. He died in 1912.

In 1860, Brink was hired by the Pony Express
and assigned to the route between Rock Creek
Station and 32 Mile Creek in present-day Ne-
braska. He carried mail on the initial run of
the Pony Express, receiving the west-bound
mochila on April 4, 1860. In August, 1860,
Brink, James B. Hickok, and a station keeper
were involved in a shootout at Rock Creek
station in which several men were killed. This
began Wild Bill Hickok’s career as a gun-
fighter. Brink never publicized his part in the
shooting even though he, Hickok, and the sta-
tion keeper were found not guilty. (%

e MISSOURI
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RECENT DONATIONS TO

THE COLLECTIONS

ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Mrs. Mary Kniola - Several pieces of cut glass and
china donated in memory of Bertha Geiwtz. Also
donated by Mrs. Kniola, a cut glass mayonnaise set
donated in memory of Mrs. Goff and a World’s Fair
watch case donated in memory of Edith Shamrad.

Gordon Robaska - Two electric, brass coach lights.

PONY EXPRESS
NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Jerry Hoover - A cloth shoulder patch showing
horse and rider with mochila. This shoulder patch is
the one the St. Joseph Police Department will be
wearing on their uniforms.

Morris Werner - Two booklets, 1887 Nemaha
County, Kansas Atlas and Township Maps of Brown
County Kansas 1887.

Bunk House Outlaws - A leather bookmark carried
by the “Bunk House Outlaws Group” via horseback
through the Beartooth Mountains on a relay. The
bookmark has “XP” tooled on it and has been signed
by each rider.

NEW VOLUNTEERS AT THE PONY

EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Ten new volunteers have recently received train-
ing to aid during the school and tour group season.
The staff is truly grateful to the following for the
generous donation of their time:

Bob Bangerter Barbara Maxwell
Betsy Bartlett Marilyn Maxwell
Scott Clark Jackie McNeiley
Bemice Curry Roy Teter
Norma Gallagher Freda Rock

NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS

Robert and Evelyn Bangerter  John Mothershead

Ron & Barbara Bielby Tom & Dixie Olmstead
Betty & Ed Blakeley Mrs. Eulalie Peterson
Barbara Braxdale Mr. & Mrs. Oliver Propheter
Butchart Flowers Mr. & Mrs. David Rich

Dr. & Mrs. E.F. Butler Margaret Richter

Jean K. Conner Barry & Gail Rose

Dwight Dannen Dorothy Smith

Karen Foley Mr. & Mrs. Paul Spence
Mary Hillix Mr. & Mrs. Gerald Sprong

Mr. & Mrs. Fred C. Hunt
Mr. & Mrs. Warren Hinton
Dr. Wallace McDonald
Carol Matt

Dr. & Mrs. Ron Wade
Mr. & Mrs. Hugh Welch
Louis Westheimer

Memorials
Pony Express National Memorial

From Joe Friedman
In memory of Peggy I. McMurray

From Dr. & Mrs. Ray Glick
In memory of Frank Erickson

From Mr. & Mrs. Dick DeShon
In memory of Elisabeth Bestgen

From Mr. & Mrs. Dick DeShon
In memory of Katherine Johnson

From Mr. & Mrs. Dick DeShon
In memory of Joseph F. Collins

From Mr. & Mrs. Dick DeShon
In memory of Mimi Lammers

St. Joseph Museum

From Mr. & Mrs. Jim Lehr
In memory of Mimi Lammers




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May 27 - Memorial Day. St. Joseph Museum June 24 - Annual St. Joseph Archaeological
open 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Pony Express National Society Picnic. 6:00 p.m. at Krug Park.
Memorial open regular hours.

July 4 - Independence Day. St. Joseph Museum
May 27 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society open 1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m. Pony Express Na-
meeting at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room of tional Memorial open regular hours.
the Pony Express National Memorial.

July 9-10 - Des Moines/Bridges of Madison
June 1-Sept 30 - Pony Express National Memo- County Field Trip. For more information call
rial open 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 p.m., Monday-Saturday 232-8471.
and 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Sundays.

St. Joseph Museum NON-PROFIT ORG.
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St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128 ST. JOSEPH, MO
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Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express National Memorial
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Sundays 1-5 p.m.
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