Necermber 3, 1987

Mr. Ernest Morris
300 Vaquero Rdy
Templeton, (a. 93465

NDear Mr. Morris:

“The newspaper ¢linning conies with 1nfnrmat?nn and the comnleted information
blank have arrived and have been placed in our Overland Pony Exnress files, Many,
~many thanks fer vour trouble and time in getting the material xeroxed and for
-sendinc §t along to us., We arﬁ most annvaciativw %fnrﬂ we had verv Tittle bio-
@mwanhical infﬂrmatian an ﬂamue1 Jobe. : .

ww hava anather re&uestw w» arﬂ makinﬂ up an uﬂd&t@d rwqtvr of Ponv Fxnress

riders, and if at all nmssib?a. will uge a picture, I wonder if a photoaraphic

cony of one of his likenesses as anpeared in the newspaner articles would he of
better quality than the xerex fmage. It very well could he 1f vou were conving
From an orioinal newspaper, I very much doubt.that T can qet an avrew?ah?w nhoto-

cony from your xercx rendering, UWould try but will wait to see if indeed vou

can get a better image from the old ﬂeWﬂnaﬁ?r hy photoaranhic methods, Please

Yei us know wnat vnu thfnkw i '

g Thanks again, aﬂﬁ we hﬂnﬂ th&t Vnm wi?i v?%i% our muepum& when next vou are
?hreumh bhﬂ *t, Joseph area,

31h€:‘&!"&1ffﬁﬂ o

Pon L. Revnolds, Asst, Nirector
St Joseph Museun
Pony Express Museum

DLR:is i




Sengenber 9, 1077

Mr, Frank Prue
5817 Westaake
Shawnee, Ks. 66218

Dear Hr, Prue: ‘

o de are writing to you in cuest of information about Thomas F.
Curran, When you were here last May you told us that he was called
Trish Tom {on our list of. Pony Express ridess) and that he was your
great grandfather. Also I believe that you said that Wells-Farago had
a newspaper article about him and that a copy of the article could be
- availahle, g = : |

- Since tﬁé‘ﬁirigﬁ'Tﬂmf.1iS%aﬁ onfqufxrmﬁﬁar~af Pony Express
piddrs has had no other name but that, we are most anxious to 1ist

his fyll name and give him the credit he so deserves, We do need

‘any further informatéon that you might be able to provide - articies
‘that have b@énﬁﬁritt@ﬁ about him, ghmt@grapﬁg,iwte._ ,

‘wﬁ,arﬁ‘ﬁﬁ@}maiﬂg another information sheet 1isting the kind
of data desired. Ye would, of course, expect to reimburse vou for
any expense . in photocopying the article or any photograph you night
havi, pate L s B s ‘

e Ydek forward to hearing Frmw ymﬁ*

Sincerdly,

bon L. Reynolds, Asst. Director
5t. Juseph Museus
Pony Express Museum

MR is
Enc.
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September 9, 1082

Hr, Frank Prue
B8 Westoage
Shawnse, Ks.. 66216

Dear Hr. pr@é: ¥

~ He ave weiting to you 1n quest of informatfon about Thomas E.
Curran. When you were here last May you told us that he was called
Irish Tom {on our 1ist of Pony Express ridess) and that he was your
. great grandfather, Also I believe that you satd that Wells«Fargn had
& m§¥ﬁn?marfartﬁa}efabaut*hfm and ‘that a copy of the article could be
available, ) =R R : =

&#n&@fﬁﬁgﬂ“zrigh'Tmm“‘?ﬁStﬁa;gn our wnzt&r‘uf~90ny,ﬁxvrﬁﬁ$

‘rtﬂﬁ?ﬁ»has‘had'mmla&h@r”mam@ but that, we are most anxious to Tist

his full name and give him the credit he so deserves. We do need
any further informatéon that you might be able to provide - articies
that have been written about him, photographs, etc.

’we'&%@f&ﬁﬁﬁasiﬁg‘mﬁ@tﬁ@w information sheet 1isting the kind
of data desired, We would, of course, expect to reimburse you for
any expense in photocopying the article or any photograph you i gkt

‘have, S | e 1 g ’ '

We look forward to hearing from you,

Sincerdly,

~ Don L. Reynolds; Asst, Director
o 8t, Joseph Museum
. Pony Express Museum

M.Rris







Jack Keetley

Photo courtesy of:
Earry Art

511 Franklin Ct.
Ashland, Ky.







Wm, Minor Richards in early 1920'g

Photo courtesy of:

Harry Art
511 Franklin Ct,.
Ashland, K¥.
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William Minor Richards and second wife, ienrietta Gordon, Married about 1870

Photo courtesy of:

Harry Apg
511 Franklin Ct,.
Ashland, Ky.







Elizabeth (Keetley) Richards, sister of Jack Keetley and first wife of I

William Minor Richards. Around 1900.

Photo courtesy of:

Harry Art
511 Franklin Ct.
Ashland, Ky.
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Wee  Louise Pilmer
215 W, Atrard
tndiannla, 1A A&0125

Near 'irs, Bilmer:

e thank vou for #111ing out and returninn the Ponv Fxpress rider
infarmation sheet. Alse for convinn and sending us the exeernts con-
cerning William Minor Richards from The Bichard Race, from Hay¥tand
to Towa, 1750-1979,

You mentinn *hat vou helned vour crapdfathar, i1 am Mnar
Dichards, when he wrote of his experiences while riding for the Ponv
fxnress, and that the resulting material was suybmitted to the Canpar's
Weekly abput 1920.74, Do vou know if 1t was aver nybTishad? T1F g0,
nossihie the inforrmtion could vet he retrieynd,

No vou nr any of the family know how lanc WM. 7 rode on the
Pany Exmress route?  The letter indicates that he was a relief rider
for a Buck Tole,

{ike vnurself, 1 wonder why the name af WiT1liam YMinor Richards
was never included on. the roster of riders, i 1927 letter to the
Danv Fxnress Celebration Committee in San Francisen, California would
spam +0 ha sufficient documentation for his fnclusion as a ridar, Our
Tarox copy of that letter, nrovided to us by Mes, Tenav Brinbman, hOwWe=
; ever, dogs not show the sianature of its writer, Oy ravhe hednag Tiah+ly
i ginmed or sinned by pencil was possihly too linht to nhotncony with the
neayier twned nrint, This nmmission of sionature (1€ indeed 1t was not
siomad) could have heen 3 reason, possibly, that it was not recarder as
apan® . lepe vou or anvy nther rember of the family prasent to heln him
with his lettersad that time and could now nffer further suhstantiating
nrodf?  {affidavit)

1 feel sure that you will already have a copv of this 1027 LMD,
letter, but am inclosina a cony for your irmediate convenience,

e have nlaced the file af “i11iam “inor Richards in the Ponv

: cxnress riders F1le along side of the other riders whare 11 will have
to be disproved instead of nroved, fral and written family history
and the Tetter written hv W, M, Richards in 1973 would seer €0 he
nroof encuah.
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cionadl conld have been a reason, possibly, that 11 was not racarder as
aran® . Yere vau or anv other member of the familv present o heln him
with his Tettersad that time and could now offer further suhstantiating
nrodf?  (affidavit)
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I feel sure that vou will already have a coov of this 107
Tetter, but am inclosing a cony for your irmediate convenience.

We have nlaced the file of 4i1liam "ipor Richards in the Panv
cxnress riders file along side of the other riders whare it will have
ta he disproved instead of nroved, Oral and written family higtory
and the Tetter written hv W M, Richards in 1097 would seem to he
nraof encunh.




March 24, 1932

Musetta GfYman
5340 Colby St
Lincoln, HF 63504

Near Mrs, O1iman:

Knowing of your knowledge of Hebraska trails history, I
am writing to vou for possihle informatfon on any of seven
nessibie Pony Express riders, The first, WiT11am Minor Rics
hards, evidentd¥lwas a rider for the fverland Pony Fxnress
and wrote of that connection in a letter of Sentewmberl], 19823
to the Ponv Exnress Celebration Committee in San Frannisca
{copg inclosed), The others that he mentfons, Buck Cole, fus
Lashonse, Sam Fitckev, Bi11 Corbet, J. Dodge and Alex Diffene
hacher, were mamed by William Minor Richhrds as also beign
other riders that he could remamber.

S?nce Richards statﬂs that he rode between Cottonwood
Sorings and Alkalf Lake in Nebraska I am honing that vou or
someone in that area may have information on these men. Some
of them, if they were riders, could have ridden through or
near the Gilman PAnch area. [ belfeve that Cottonwood 15 Just
a couple of statvnns west of Gfiman's.

I have heﬁn in contact with varinus desendants of Willtiam
Yinor Richards since learning of his Pony Fxoress connection a
few years aco, The inclosed 1923 Jetter, as mentioned, was
more recently sent to us and since then nhotoaranhs nf‘w MR,
have heen ohtained from one of the familv contacts., The addi-
tional names of Pony Express riders are not on our roster of
riders, and we have no information on anvy of them, Ye are
nost anxfous to learn of any record of their service with the
Avevland Pony Fxnress and to include their names on the roster
i indeed they were émnloved by the Pony Fxoress., We would
be grat@fdddfor anv help that yau may be able to provide in
this respect,

I have a cooy of vour haok, PUM” M THE - PRAIRIF, that
was sent to me by Paul Jenkins of tothenburg and very much
enjoyed readina 1t. T am aware that Sam Fitckey (Fitchie)



Yarch 74, 1992
nace 7

is nentioned in vour book and not as a rider., 1 am hoping
that you may also have {nformation an the other men mentioned
a5 widers by William Minor Richards in nis letter, Paul Jen-
kins took us to visit f4lman's Ranch and many other station
sites in Mehraska when we made traf] trips in 1959 and 1960,

939&5& send us an order biaﬁk as we would ke to nrder
a copy of vour hamk PP GM THE PRAIQE for the museum's
Tibrary,

ﬁincereiv,

Non L, Revnolds, Asst, Director
- St. Joseph Museum
Pony Exnress Museun

MAust
fne,



danyary 0 1a0]

Ms. lorine Yrinht
4304 Pensacola Ct,
Datlas, Tx, 78211

Dear Ms, Wright:

in renly to your 3etter of ﬂecémbar 14, 1981, 1 am sorry to say
that we cannot be of help in providing information on the two Tocks
that vou found while metal detecting in Wyoming. -

Since your letter of Tnquiry was directed to the Pony Express
Museum I presume there was some thoudht on your part that the Tocks
might have been used by the Pony Express. The Pony Express mail bag
{mochila) did use locks, one £6rsaabh of its four pockets or cantinas.
That much history was handed to us. What kind of locks were used, 1f
2 standard type were used, and what size, etc., we do not know. That
was among the manv bits of detafl that was never recorded in history,
or 1f it was has since been lost with other records,

We can tell vou, however, that the Pony Express was a venture
founded and operated by Russell, Majors and Waddell, UWhile 1t was used
hy the U.S. Government, 1t was not inftiated nor sponsored by the govenn~
ment. So it is usually agreed that the Ponv Express service, a private
venture, would not have used Tocks with "US" on them. Artists in the
past have sometimes painted US on the mochila pockets 4n their Pony .
Express paintings, later to be criticized for what may have been a mistake,

I expect that you might get more information at a military museun,
Small locks such as vou found 1 am sure would have been used by the army
on much of their equipment, strong boxes, etc,, etec., - -

Thank you for your inquiry and for sending the nhotos and drawing for
us to examine. UWe will file a copy of the drawing and would be interested
in learning anv information that you may come across relatdéve to the hig~
tory of the locks. Fort Leavenwarth Museum is Jocated at Reynolds and
Gibbon Aves., Fort Leavenworth, Ks. 66027 and the address of the Fort
Laramie Mational Historic Site is Fort Laramie, Wyo, 2212,

‘Sincere?y;

DLR:1s Non L. Revnolds, Asst. Director
tnc,: St. Joseph Museum
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1nank you for your inquiry and for sending the nhotas and drawing for
us to examine. We will file a copy of the drawing and would be interested
in learning any information that you may come across relatdve to the hise
tory of the locks. Fort Leavenworth Museum is located at Reynolds and
Gibbon &ves,, Fort Leavenworth, Ks. 66027 and the address of the Fort
Laramie Hational Historic Site {s Fort Laramie, Wyo, ﬂ22¥?

Sincerely,

DLR:is Non L. Revnolds, Asst. Director
Enc. 5t. Joseph Museum




January 8, 1981

Mg, Lorine Wriaht

3341 Pensacola Ot
Patlas, Tx. 75211

Dear Ms. Wright:

In reply to your letter of December 14, 1981, 1 am sorry to say
that we cannot be of heln in oroviding ?nfnrmatiﬁn on the tan locks
that vou found while m@tal detecting in Wyoming., :

Since vour letter of inquiry was directed to the Pony Fxpress
Museum T presume there was some thought on vour part that the locks
miaht have been used by the Pony Express. The Pony Express mail bag
(mochila) did use locks, one forseath nf 1ts four pockets or cantinas.
That much history was handed to us. What kind of locks were used, 1f
a standard type were used, and what size, etc., we do not know, That
was among ‘the many bits of detail that was never recorded in. ﬁ?stnwv,
or if it was has sinca baan Tost with other records.

We can tall-you, hawever, that the Pany Express was a venture ‘
founded and operated by Russell, Majors and Uaddell, Uhile it was used
by the U.S. fGovernment, it was not initfated nor sponsored by the govenns
ment, ﬁﬁ it fs usually agreed that the Pony Express service, a private
venture, would not have used Tocks with "US® on them. Artists in the
past have sometimes painted US on the mochila pockets in their Pony
Express paintings, later to be criticized for what may have been a mistake.

I expect that you might get more information at a militarv museum,
Small Tocks such as vou found I am sure would have been used bv the army
on much of their equipment, strong boxes, etc,, etc.

Thank you for your ingquiry and for sending the photos and drawing for
us to examine. We will file a copy of the drawing and would he interested
in learning any information that vou may come across relatéve to the his-
tory of the locks. Fort Leavenworth Museum is Tocated at Reynolds and
Gibbon Aves,, Feort Leavenworth, ¥s., 66027 and the address of the Fort
Laramie Mational Historic Site is Fort Laramie, Myo, 82212,

Sincerely,
OLR:js fon L. Revnolds, Asst, Director
Enc, St. Joseph Museum
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Eisenhower-HeHillan

Talk in TLondon: -
"People everywhere want
peace so much, rovern-
ments will have to get
out of the way and let
them have it."

—







(0










