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One person was Kkilled and two
others were injured late Monday
night when an explosion ripped
through a home at 3424 Olive St.

Firemen termed the explosion
‘‘suspicious’’ and police launched a
full-scale investigation.

A neighbor said he saw two men
flee from the home at the time the
blast occurred. ;

Authorities did not reveal the iden-
tity of the body found in the house
after firefighters extinguished the
blaze, pending notification of next of
kin. The body appeared to be that of a
black man.

A spokeswoman at Methodist Medi-
cal Center identified the injured as

Linda Mead, 26, and Charles Tolliver, _

21.

Both suffered second-degree burns.
Ms. Mead suffered burns on her right
hand, elbow and neck and Tolliver
received burns on his face and arms.

- Both were admitted to the hospital.

plosion

Ms. Mead was listed in guarded con-
dition and Tolliver was said to be in
_stable condition early Tuesday morn-
ing.

Batallion Fire Chief Robert Petti-
john said he found gasoline on the
floor of the burned-out home. He said
the explosion was so powerful it
pushed the front of the two-story
frame home outward about four
inches and knocked the front porch
off of the house.

Harry Stains, of 3421 Olive St.,
whose residence is near the home,
said he saw two men flee from the
house after the explosion occurred.
He said one of the men may have been
knocked down by the blast. ]

“I'm working on a bathroom down
there,”” Srains said, pointing to his
home, ‘‘and I saw one guy blown off
the porch. I don’t know if he was
blown or rolled off the porch. !

“I heard one of them say, ‘let’s get
the hell out of here,’ he said, after he
heard the explosion.

“I opened the door and, good God I
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saw flames shoot out of the house!
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