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June 20, 1956

Dear Children:

Your uother wants wme to Jot dowvn a
concise memo of some of my experiences as a.
traveling salesman. 1 don't know Just why,
because none of them were ot general import-
ance, nor ot wide interest. but I have often
wished that I had asked my parents for de-
tails of their early life, how they met; of:
rather's early experiences, etc. - ,

L' was born January 31, 1872 :(about
Seven yeurs after the close of the Civil War)
at 5t. Joseph, wissouri, in a brick house, "
bixth and Jule Streets. This was Just one -
year after the first railroad was laid west ™
of the iissouri River, and the year the first
bridge was built frow iuissouri to Kansas: -
The .history of my parents, their forebears
and’ their children, appears in a memo: of -
which each of you has a copy. The hoilse was..
Solidly built, and in front of it ran a
"erick" - probably an open sewer. I attended
German-English school, and in '86 our family.
moved to a commodious home which Father had
built, "on the hill" at Eighteenth and Fran-
cis Streets. So then 1 transferred to
Garfield School; then caue high school. 1
remeuber two excellent teachers, Professor
Thatcher in math, and Professor "Polly™
miller for Latin and Greek. In the fall of
1890 I went to Yale - Class of '94 - for
three years - left in '93, so was not gradua-
ted; and found no better teachers in their
respective lines than these two. .-

iy parents had eight sons- to’:educate,|
and at the appropriate time, offered each of
them a college education, which most of us
accepted; so they could not spare aigreat . -
deal for each. While at Yale 1 receéived $60
a wonth from Father for all expenses excep’
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tultion and railrvad fure, and an occasional
$2.00 or 95.00 frow my wmother; or brothers
worris, or Leo, or Henry.

The costs of living were correspond-
ingly low. I still have a meworandum book of
recelpts and expenditures tor the three years
and whenever 1 look at 1t, aw awazed at costs.
uy half ot rent for the two roows in the "Uld
Brick How" was 75 cents per week. (We bought
our own coal.) iy board was 4.00 per week,
and the last year $5.00 per week. A glass of
beer was five cents and a week's laundering
about fifteen cents. From a laundry bill still
in my possession, . inf'er that I changed shirts
twice per week - cuffs and collars, both de-
tachable, twice a week; I must have been cou-
paratively finicky on undervear. Iily opera
tickets were 45 cents and 50 cents - standing
roonm?

While in gramwar school 1 had lagged,
and in fact, failed one year in wathematics.
But things suddenly changed in high school
and 1 was graduated, the salutaturian, in
1890, being second in class.

College, to we, was a rare oppor tun-
ity to study and I becauwe a real student, %\ . .
what was called a "greasy grind". [ knew noth-
ing of fraternity Lite, and svon learned thut
Jews were never tapped tor fraternities; ex-
cept, ol course, 1or Phi peta nzppa, which is
strictly ror graduation rans. +«n those yeurs
there were no provisions tfor exauws in the west
Tor Yale applicants, and I took my nineteen
eXams in two days -after arrival in dew Haven,
passing with "no conditionst.

L founu no real difficulty in my
studies, and though the Dean could not dis-
close one's exact standing, he tolu me at the
end of the junior year, that I was "of Phi
seta rank', and, strangely enouch, was es-
peclally proricient in wath and its hirher
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branches, such as calculus. At the end of
the tnird year, my tather informed me that

I was not going back, and I do not recall
any deep feeling of disappointment. Father
had hoped I would bend my studies to the law
1l had a strong bent to study medicine - and
the result was that I went down to the "store
washing and filling bottles, then became
compounder; then had a few wonths' experience
at bookkeeping, and in 1896 went "“on the road
wy first trip was a short one in uissouri,

on the old "Horrible and 5t. Joe R.R.", and
the only sale that I recall was to a druggist

-a ten-gallon keg of Bourbon. After this tria

trip, I was sent on the route pPreviously de-
veloped by my brother, Leo; he and brother
dorris had moved to Cincinnati to open up a
branch of the firm of Ferdinand westheimer

& sSons. I succeeded to a territory well de-
veloped by him - where every customer was
his friend. But it was a raw territory, in
the pioneer stage. ’

1 would make four trips a year, ap-
proximately three wonths each. Viould start b
taking the Sunday night train for Ouaha, and
work west along the northern tier of towns.
fhese towns were set like beads along the
North Western Railroad. At time I would
drive by buggy to towns not on the railroad,
then buack to the railroad, and ever westward.
Until the train approached the mountains, the
entire trip was through the glorious wheat
country; and at harvest time the train rolled
ior hours through waving acres of golden whea
You both have seen this coumntry, 1 think -
and noticed that, as the west gOot nearer, the
Ccrops were thinner and thinner and the _sage
brush country dominated; wooden housgs-and
tovns gave way to log huts, and thexd-to the -
lowly sod houses. A B R

-l .
well, at Chadron the train:for the
Black Hills turns directly iorth, and I made
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the wining towns along the route; Uelrichs,
buffalo Gap, Hermosa, Hapid City, oturgis,
etc., etc. - the rough, riotous wmining towns,
the two-gun, bearded wining towns of the
roaring 90's. The apex of these wining towns
was Deadwood and Lead City. Lhe look of these
smaller towns is excellently reproduced by
Television "Westerns" of today - most stores
actually one-story, but the tront raised to
simulate a second story.

Cyclones were not uncomumon in the
plains, especially in western Nebraska, and
parts ot hansas. On one trip 1 was trying to
sell to a prospect in the sumall town of
U'Neill, liebraska, but could not land hiw, so
took a horse und buggy ($<.00 tor the round
trip) to atkinson, where I learned that U'Neill
had been wiped out by a cyclone. L had the
driver turn the buggy around ond tuke me back
to U'Nelll. The town.was tlat - absolutely
tflat. The railroad telegrapher was sitting
on an empty beer box in the open, but hau con-
nected his key to the telegraph wires abuve.

He was ousy, probably vith news to the associa-
ted Press, but L got the saloon wman to rake

ne out a couple Qi bottles ot sodu pop, which
were sufficient bribe Ifor the telegrapher‘to . -
transumit a rush order to ot. Joe. Thus an ill
wind got me a good - and permanent custouer.

Before going on the road, 1 had
practised slight-of-hand - was quite protfi-
cient at coin tricks and card tricks, and
often in a saloon (there are no wmorec saloons
today - they have all become either a tavern
or a "21", or a cocktail lounge) I would find
an opportunity, in little towns especially,
of exhibiting. The proprietors like it, as
it kept the customers entertained.

Northern Hebrasxka was heavily popu-
lated by ocandinavians and they lovked with
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some suspicion on these tricks. Unce, when
I called them all up to have a drink on me,
as was customary, one fellow held back with -
"I don't drink mit no devils". From Nebraski
I would turn north to the Black Hills in
South Dakota; then back again by a parallel
route, to Piedmont or bkdgemont and up to nor
eastern wyoming. On the longer trips I woul
ride 1n the caboose at the end of the freigh
train, sleeping on the oil cloth seats with
my sample case as a pillow - usually arrivin,
at my first town early in the morning. The
brakeman would supply steaming coffee, heate
on the old iron stove. UThere is'no sleep wo:
satisfying than on those lengthwise, oil-clo
seats 1n the caboose - and no coffee more
satisfying. :

My first town in wyoming would be
sheridan. Here I had two custouwers, and in
one of the saloons I met Buffalo Bill and wa
"permitted" by him to buy the drinks. You ha
to sleep in a hotel to be in line to sell
its saloon; su willere a town, like Sheridan,
had two hotels with saloons, I would registe
at each, muss the bed, pour water in basin,
and sleep at the other. ’

rFrom Sheridan I would tazke the
four-horse team stage cvuach to Buffalo, wyo-
wming, about an eight-hour anight drive.
Uccasionally the driver would let we drive
nis four-horse teaw, but not for long - the
horses would jack-knife un me. YThese stage

. coaches had no springs, were siung on leathe

Straps. Un one very cold trip, the driver

forced each passenger in turn to get out and
run alongside so as to keep his circilation-
going. 1f very cold, the custouw was to ligh
a lantern and keep i1t under the blanket -
which was all right for the feet and legs;".
but not much gooa for the nose and ‘ears. . e
would usually hit the half-way house near mi
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night, where we rested for & hair-hour and
were reireshed with fat pork ana col'lee.
The wyoming plains were 400U to oUUU feet
above sea level - the air exhilarating.

Buffalo wus a sheep town. Lt had
a population ol about 40U on veeh days, but
on saturday nights, as high as £000. 1 re-
call only two satoons. The antiers hotel was
built partly over a rapid streau wna the
purling viater lulled we wost pleasantly to
sleep.

In this western country every saloon
hau gambling tables - the lay-outs of roulettie,
chuck-a-luck, craps, ruro, hird-cage and poker
tables. The vig woney went to poier, furo
and roulette. L fancied the latter. un one
°of' my trips i pauwwled away uy personal uoney,
srobably $15 or $£0, then the expense money
> the firm, then the payment which the custo-
ler mude we in paywent of nis purchase ol the
trip before, and then, believe it or not, 1
tried to get him to pay me in advance for
the order which he hada just given ue, but he
oulled we up short. e tolu we he was not
jolng to let Leo's brother "ewbezzlie" the ,
(irw's money. He loaned we enough tu carry*- -
le until 1 could get runus frow howe. I wish
[ could insert here that this was a good lessun
to me, but, although 1 never thereafter used
the firm's money ror speculating, still it did
10t stop me from dropping a dollar or two
/hen "round wnd round the little ball LUES,
nd where it'll stop pobody wnows'.

From sheridan I woula travel north-
iest, ana from one town on the railroad would
lake a nuwber or suall outlying towns ---
me-custouer towns, on horseback. I tound riding
‘hese western ponies very agreecuble. They had
L sort of rocking-chair gait - 1 tnink it was
talled "single-toot", or pacing. Part of the

|
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suppl;.esaand bar supplies, ice boxes, glass-
vaye;2e%p.- 1 was to introduce him around,
miglsaewas giad to-do, but at the Greem rront

10% o:-many dances with one particular
gir $her boy.-friend was about to attack

ni-WItlithe  poker from the stove. I ran up
and dropped my hand in my pocket as it I had

a gun there, and told him, 'Drop that poker,
Kou,—so: and 8o, or I'll fill you fusl of lcad'.
e dropped. the poker and we made our get-

away pronto. 1 told this to Billy Carter.

His only comment was, "Lucky for you he didn't

have.a gun".

...I had another experience at the
Green rront, A stranger whom I met at the
bar sald he was a drummer from Chicago. iie
got drinking and when 1 woke up about noon
the next’day, I was-on my béd at the Bullock -
Hotel, my pockets inside out and my watch and
chain,and.cuff:liniks missing, My principal
money was-intact. ‘I“carried it in'a secret
long pocket which I-had ‘had’nade at the back
of all my. vests. -The: watch was my 215t birth-
day- watch.' Our parents-had. given each of
their sons.a-big-gold-pocket watch on his
21st -birthday, withia'proper inseription in- .~
side..  I'was the first of' the sons to get a
watch without a-hunting case and my parénts
assyred -me-that this was'not. an' economy move,
but -that open-faced watches were coming info.

general.use.  Although 1 advertised a reward-"~"~ -

for its return, it never showed up; but near
my 23rd.birthday,:-when 1 was home, I found at
my breakfast plate an”exact duplicate watch -
the inscription dated  back to January 31,

1893. The Bullock-Hotel at Deadwood was named
for Seth Bullock, who organized Teddy Roose-
gelt' s Rough Riders, in the Spanish-Auerican
aXe T o

- Spearfish, S. D. was up in the
mountains, and next to Sylvan Lake, on wnich
I will coument later, the most beautiful spot
in the Hills. Sometimes I would walk there
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from the next nearest town, maybe three or

four miles, and although 1 had but one cus-
tomer there, the magnificence of the scenery
well repaid the climb. &KEach of you has prob-
ablyeseen a sunset in the mountains. 1t is
misted, of red and gold - vaporized red gold -
not the color of wedding rings, but rather
with some crimson and some coral culors.
There is a backgrouna of bluish purple and
the solid blue wnd black mountains bring up
the rear. I guess it is no wonder that the
savages - and the Greeks gave their gods a
mountain home. At other time the sunset is

a misted lemon gold.

iy territory was northern and east-
ern Nebraska, western wyowming and the Black
Hills of South lLaxota. Only the north and eas
Nebraska towns were farming. The rest was
divided between sheep country, cattle country
and the mining territory. There was great
bitterness between sheep wen and the cattle
men, but that deadly feud isn't part of my
story. In the'mining territory, wany a busi-
ness man and many a banker wouid Grub otake
some whiskered prospector, furnishing nim witk
food, clothing, explosives and utensils for
prospecting from early spring to late into
the. fall, year after year.

I had an interesting experience in
Douglas, wyouing. As the Jewish holidays ap-
proached, my rather would notify e about a
week in advance, and Rosh Hoshana came while
there. I"told this to ir. white, a saloon-

- keepery; and asked hiwm if he xnew any Jew in

Douglas. He said he knew of a fellow who
worked down at the coal sheds whom people
called "Sheeny lke", so 1 wandered down there
and kept yelling 'oheeny lke'! a few times
until a lanky, coal-dusty workman came down.

1 asked him if he were a Jew, and he said he

thought his wother was, so . invited him up
to the Antlers (many towns in the plains had
an Antlers Hotel) to take New Year's dinner
with me that night. He arrived brilliantly

clean, as. only a man who has waohed the coal

‘m" N il -
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dust off his face could shine. 1 recall the
startled look on the waitress' face (all the
waiters at these western hotels were girls)
when lke and I pledged "Happy iew Year! in

& glagss or Rhine wine. The only Hebrew he
kmew was the ch'ma.

Hot springs, S. Dey had a good
hotel and therapeutic baths and was a resort
for rheumatics. we drummers liked to strike
it on a baturday evening and stay until wonday.
It could be reached either frou the burlington
Railroad, or the Northwestern from the other
side.

Un one of my trips L had a wost
interosting episode begimning there. 1 wet
a portly, widdle-~aged wowan - thepe tor her
rheumatisw; very heavy, and her dainty daugh-
ter, Lvelyn, of suy twenty or thereabouts.
we had dlpper at the hotel saturday evening
and Sunday noon, and supper sunday evening.
1 ‘had told them of my trips through the Black
Hills. ZYhen the wother made a rather startling
suggestion to me, which she had evidently dis-
cussed with her daughter. Lvelyn, she sald,
would like to take the trip with ue through
the Black Hills and rejoin her aguln at the

springs. How about it, and how long would%it

take? I toia her I could be back in two weeks.

In Lead City (pronmounced 'Leed') I
introduced wvelyn to a saloon wan who was
also a part owmer in a wine. 4 great many of
the saloon men had part ownersnip in one or
wore mines. This fe.low, always grinning, was
one of my regular customers. He took us aown
into the mine, and bLvelyn admired a good nugget
about the size of one-joint of my thumb, which
hung from his ponderous. watch chain. It came
from his mine, and after fingering 1t a moment
or two, he detached it and handed it to her
with his usual kindliy smile - a gift ot at
least $100. B

i
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I don't remember all the incidents
of this trip, but they must have been thrill-
ing to this college girl, and I do remember
that we reached Spearfish at about aleven .
o'clock one night, very tired and very, very
hungry, and.the: only place of refreshment .

- 8t1ll open was a dim Chinese res taurant. The
Chink was cooperative: - He.went in the.back:. .
yard, wrung: the head off a chicken;- prepared
it and cooked it for us .,t:hen—a.and,_tﬂ‘exq;;ﬂi'his,'
ancvii %y good hot cup of ‘chicory,. filled:the.
ca . T C D

. On the way. back.to.the.Springs, ..
we stopped at Keystone;i??;‘o:.ti;zﬂuate,r;-a;ggg LR s e
Dakota, where-l had & ciustomer butthelpartic
ular drawing point was Sylvan:Lake: Bt:tlie: top.
of a precipitous twenty-mile, up-hillidrive:-
Un the side of the mountain there WaSLH-WHite
Streak, which looked about ten'yard&r{':ﬂi‘dje‘éi‘i;
o

and was supposed to be mica... I understan

had been developed and had. been: the’; goUreys:. .-
of a very prosperous business: ~ AR UHE DURRY Z:
debauched at the top, you came,  witHoit wars
to the gleaming Lake, set in the rociy>p 8.
like a gem in an old-fashioned. ring:;se.',l,:i'gfiré
The bottom had never been plumbed. Thé” i te-
painted pine Inn was clean and well kept; ‘and:
one could go boating on the Lake - we:didi::
I have seen the Alps, and except for sizej- -
I think Sylvan Lake and surrounding mountai:
would coumpare favorably - it furnished ‘&35
landscape of dramatic beauty. Rt

Sunday morning Evelyn and I set out -
to walk to Harmey's Peak, which dominated the
~Scene for miles around.- At that time:it: waa;.
sald that none except Indians had:ever:scaled
1t., On the road there we:found a donKeys
a field, and 1 hoisted Evelyn on .topiaHl
+his rope halter as a lead:strap. foria:te }33
miles; but we turned back:before: reach g the
Peak. I remember the Inn served creaii-aliioft
as thick as ice cream. -~ S T ANE
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From vylvan uLake we lravelied buck
to Hot wprings, where L delivered uvelyn
"as was" to her couwplacent wother, just two
weeks later. Jlwagine wy surprise whea 1 wet
the father thecre. lheir howe was umaha,
Nebraska, where he haa a grain elevator and
a.wnolesale hardware business. He was a tall,
slender fellow, dressed imwaculately. He was
unotb at all surprised, at least apparently,
at the unconventional trip ot his daughter.
1 have wondered at times iif she ever wrote
in her diary, or -otherwise, of the fortnight
trip with a goung whiskey druuwer, through
the raucous Black Hills, as they were at the
turn of the century.

A8 far as 1 can remember of thouse
days{ we fellows did not xnow, or should 1 say
didn't acknowledge, the amateur profession.
fie followed a rather strict code, notvonly of
action, but also of speech. . an inclined to
think this was largely induced by the iitera-
ture of that day. The.backbone of the library

in our home, and in most others, probably, 'was

standard books, especially kaglish authors,
which came in~sets. They eaphasized chivalry.
I know that our foundations were oir Wwalter

Scott, Bulwer Lytton, Charles Dickens and \... -+

Shakespeare; and Fennimore Cooper. we were ™
supposed to read the sets.trom volume I to
volume ?. Of course, only the best sxnown of

the Shakespeare plays; and “iebster's Unabridged,™

on its swivel stand.  In the schools we were -
brought up on -the alicGuftey Readers (which 1
note are coming back into the schools again in
a form only slightly wodified) and our refer-
ence book for deportuent was "Hill's anuall.

B . . THere was a swall
wining town about eight miles from Deadwood,
the: 'road twistingiaround ‘the hills, always up;.

and still higher up. This town had two saloons,

1 had heard. I have forgotten the name of the
tovn but never that of the Landlady of the

hotel, idrs. idulholland. idany times 1 had met. .. .. -




"‘and told Mrs. Mulholland if- she would. pii
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an old traveling friemd of Leo; a fellow

by the name of Clarence Saunders, but known
in the territory as "Ragzle Dazzle%,- "He

was selling cigars for an eastern firm. He
asked me to join him on & sleigh trip to )
this mountain town, and naturally I. agreed. -
e would split the cost of the round trip,
which was $6.00 plus meals for the driver:: .
Saunders had promised his wite that Ne; would
quit gambling and had saved part of ‘27100, -
which was the cost of a dress contracted:fof.
Just before leavinf Deadwood, he threw.a ' .
quarter on the roulette table "Just: to make "
back the cost of the trip".,  Of course, ‘hey-
lost, and before we left, had again become;:
an inveterate gambler. -1 don't know whe er:
he ever paid for that dress. o R

. The mountain sleighs have affixed:.:
to each runner an eagle beak on a swivel;" sd::
that when the horses. stopped, this would dig:+-
into the ice and take up the welght of thes o
sleigh. VWhen we got to the hotel, 1 noticeds
& brace of red-head ducks ‘hanging outside;j 3

one for us, I“would pay double- for ~tHa: hutal: 3
bill. She turned:down the offer scornfully;
but vhen 1 came to breakfast next morningg

there was umy duck' for breakfast.

’ - After supper I went to see the two;
saloon men, and learned that my room:would .’
be shared by the barber, who was' supposedzito::
be slightly insane.. I got to my room<ahdtit-ai’
midnight. The'tonsoriaf artist was .in-bsed;:
his lamp burning and two stacks of bookBibe=:
side his bed, one of which was a full,.geb of

Dickens. He loaned me a voluue, but.-I¥was: too

uneasy to read much. -~ 0ficourse; thetBrwere:
no electric lights; but.ths way “tozreal; masi:
to turn the wash'basin upside dowd GH AIGHELE
next to the bed, and intHe: ring of’fhe:BUsin
set the.coal oil lamp. ‘- (This exceiti

RNRTEEr (P SECIEIE B L TN S TR
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arrangement always confers anuther bemnefit -
before going to sleep, the lamp is turned

low but not extinguished - and this Keeps
those pesky bed bugs in their hiding places.)

Mrs. wulholland had an ingenious
way of waking her boarders for breakfast. The
hotel, narrow, three-story frame, was built
on the edge of a cliff, possibly with an eye ..
to the economical disposal of waste. The stove

pipe ran up from the kitchen through the rooms

above, and she could pound with a spoon on
the stove pipe as her "Breakiast ready,
Gentleuen".

vur customers throughout the entire
west were almoast entirely men with small
capital, wen with an M-4'rating in bDun or -
Bradstreet's. Ve had more losses from the
higher rated small wholesaler. uur eXperience
showed that men who ran a gambling layout
were good credit and we tooi very tew losses
from these: To a gambler they were debts of
honor. o ' '

Uf course, 1 didan't take to the
road to seek - or even to expect - adveature.
Ll went to sell goods, to"take over ueo!s ‘terri-
tory, his custouwers, and to show uy partngrs- -
that 1 could wake good. I found before long.
that 1 hated the job, the constuntly recurr- -
ing pressure and temsion of getting a profit-
able order; this was so different from wy :
college work; that I even would have welcomed
an accident or illness as an excuse for a
vacation; but it was four trips a year, of
three months each, with a hiatus of three or
four days between getting home - and getting
off again, except tem days at the year end.
Seven years of this. The very aversion to the
Job spurred me on to get relief in success.

but 1 had wany Jolly days, too,
and the scenery, after leaving the flut plains
of Nebraska, was exciting - the air exhilar-
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ating. The Black Hills are about five - -

thousand feet above sea level, and the. vast
plains of wyoming almost four thousand. feet
the air very, very clear, so that mountains
far away seem invitingly near. When you le:
the Hills for the Plains, you exchanged the
balmy smell of the pines for the spicy 3mel:
of sage brush. The people were not tacitur:
but not talkative elither - except: in. tHeipr
story-telling, which was on the exaggerativ:
slde, something like Mark Twain. : Theréwas
Carl Schuman, who had & truck farm of~&:few
acres near Spearfish. He filled:a’ Ireight: -
car with gold ore - took it to Denver with.
two gunmen on.the roof, and had.it smeltdds-
into $80,000:0f gold.  The-way he toldsit;:
his frau broke-the heel off her- shos:gding 1

the out-house:one nighti: N extﬂaatﬁhfd;‘#]!ﬁn

ed
for the heel; .and found: it and ‘an: 6U B
cropping, or ."lead". .."I hired the*two:imen -
and the four of us dug two days and’tws: nigk
and dug up from the grass roots.aitarload:os
rich ore - and. this was:the.beginiitHgiof: the

- "Broken Heel Mineh. ' Experiences:iikeithis;
whether true or not; tempt the prospeotors;

it 1s sald that for every dollar: pirodiited;. s
hundred dollars are spent in prospécting: -
The types of men were; roiighly;
that ot the prospector and the cowboy - or. con
puncher. The prospector from the:Hills was
often heavily whiskered; husky; roughly clad
and usually wore knee boots or thigh boots:
The cowpuncher was on the slender "8idej: with
flat hips, wore high heeled boots (for -the .
stirrups) was always clean-shaven, except
for an occasional mustache. If you.lived
with either of these. groups for. any:length.
of time, you know what. ;'he-an® ‘means. . ...

o Another Wydiiing: rtin-was ot 'ts,
Casper. ©6ue and Jerry were'there-in- 19527
In my day, Casper was "end of rail®;- 1 made
it on my regular trips four times“d year. .
The trains were one-a-day each way, and were
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entirely of freight cars, with the exception
of the last car, which, instead of being the
usual caboose or way-car, was a combination,
half txpress and Mail, and half Passenger -

1 think about twenty seats. At each town on
the road the train would stop for an hour or
two for water and coal, and loading or unload-
ing freight. I would rush up town and see my
custoumer - if there were only one or two, I
could usually handle the business by the time
the engineer blew his steam signal "Come a-
hopping®.

Casper was a great sheep town;
English wool buyers had their roving agents
there during the shearing season. During the
last year electric clippers were introduced
and a few were used, but the majority was.
the old style clipper. The shearer would
grab a sheep, hold her between his knees and
shear off the wool mostly in one shee&. There
would be one drove of a few thousand in the
pens being clipped, and then run through the
sheep dip; and then behind them, coming dowm
from the hills, another drove of, say, 5000;
and away off in the hills apparently only a .
cloud of dust, was another bunch vf, say, 5000.

Casper was another one ot thosk few.

western tovms where, even in the '9Us, Scotch.
whiskey was popular, probably introduced by
the aforesaid English wool buyers. The naue
ol the houtel was, .1 think, the "antlers", as
was the name of many of those western hostel-
ries. walters were giris, of course, and they
would stand at the table, their eyes toward the
horizon, and repeat the routine, "The roast
beef with the brown gravy, the porx with the
apple 'sass' and the string beans, the tea,

the coffee and the iced tea™. This was almost
a ritual. (1 have never heard used the phrase
which some people claim was usual - "Ham, lamb,
raim, sheep or uutton').

In this sewi-froutier country, there

.

|1



. Wascarted from. Casper-
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were yery few women, cowmpared with the number
of men, and in a number of instances; busines:
men would marry girls from "Houses!; and [
understand they made very good wives, devoted,
dignified.. No man ever recognized another's
wife as a former acquaintance. The Code ex~-
pected - and got - perfect amnesia;:and 1
think, perfect respect. 1 don't remsmber ever
hearing of a divorce coming from any tf these
marriages. I have eaten meals in their homes,
of dignity and self-respects.. . voooo v

At Ca's?er, ‘1 once-met a saloon -
man from Jackson's Hole who purchased a half-
barrel of -Bourbon-from:me:: "1l never made the-
trip to Jackson's as.if:was at the:far end- .’

of the Btates was- said -to-be--the: hang=out-for:
the bandits who: quite often:hald. up~the Untion

. Pacific trains. - This*fellow:told m8’ that two.
- men with shot guns stationed at -the-Head. -of th

defile could hold off-a‘ regimemt. ~After the:
first sale; he wrote -in regularly. for“a repeat
order, paying always in.;:_a._g?anoe§ ,Thé'i‘}packagej

Jackson!siz: .

Son Rl e e sh,

Today Jackson!s:has becoms- &' famous
and very fashionable 'socitlite Resorts. I
presume it has a swimmifig: pool, ete: . Your: . .
children, when grown up, might likely:spend -
a summer there, at some dude ranch;.-at $15.00
per day, k.P. In the 90's Western hotel rates

were $2.00 per day, A.P.

I wet in Casper a fellow by the--: -
name of Solomon, who seemed to have no:means -
of support, but was whispered to be & .'"Re--
mittance man" and a scout for Standard of -
New Jersey. You see, oil. in small quantities
was being .discovered in. Wyoming. There wes.:
very little refining in those days;:buit:thew::
0il was used as:a lubricant forrailfgg.d args
(I used to carry a piht of 1t with me*and™ ub
it on my head, under the'superstitiof*that it
would increase growth of hair. ‘It certalsrlys:
did increase laundry bills.) The oil wag<- .




b?ousht bo the railroad stations :Ln barrels
with:some. sixteen to twenty-four mule or
hafse,r s, such. as you see on the borax

bl 2
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g m,l‘he winters on the plains could be
ruggedv;sOnce on a return trip frow Casper,
our train’got stuck in a cut between Cusper
and-GIen’Rock. The cut was about twenty feet,
at the'deepest, as 1 recall. We were stuck
there from two days and two nig,ht:;, with al-
most no'food.  As I said before, these trains
consisted entirely of freight cars, with the
express and in the other part had passenger
seatss.. This trip every seat was taken - all
men - except -one-glrl of about twenty-five, a
scthI“‘teachery :who ‘was. going East for the
-Christuds a’aol:l.%:Lay‘se‘.;‘L glne pasgyenger Ias a sales-
man, and’ ‘apportioned:ihis: candy samples.in ..
‘smail ‘pleces: evary“IGW”hours. The.: expressman
d-aipartiloaf of-bread and some Jelly or jam.

He made»about twentyf-ri‘#e ‘slices with-a little =~

jelly: on’each. . We men-drew lots to see who
was :tozhand her’ portion .£0. the touch-me-not
schoolsteacher;. -1t fell to ue, und I brought
it to herion:a:tim: cook:l.ng lid. I remember
yet heridiadainful:®Noj; . thank:you", but LI

left: :Lt"an{tha‘né\&ﬂ‘heside -her and" withdrew.
.an. ‘ghtﬁ:étliev:comduotor came-to me and -

i Yghals- coms-to her:fodder".. She had.
parkedvher“lf ‘on"'the 'seat next: to ‘the stove,
and.kept:the window partly open. ' The bitter
oold keptf"plowing in, and persuasion couldi-

: ~ er-to close-the window; said .she
.an.-"Open:-Window: Club®; wore a large

hour 6ne ‘of. the older men went up and slammed
dow down with authority. It stayed down.

‘In relays we' passengers and the
railroad men - would shovel trenches across the

with-the- initials "0. W.C."’ After a few

‘fEEEEEE::===sa===ﬂs
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midday and then froze solid toward nightiall
the trenches were two feet wide and crossed
the tracks about four to six feet apart.

lThen the uncoupled locowotive wouid nit these
on the run, and try to dig us oui, but with
very little success.

Also on the express train was a cra
of spoiling apples which haa peen refused in
Cusper by the consignee. <1lhe expressman stru
them, two or three at a tine, un wire and
roasted them.in the stove, :nd they helped ou
as food.

Barly the second day the brakeuan
and one sheepherder muffled up heavily and
walked twelve miles to the nearest station,
which was only a coal and water station with

8. telegraph operator. From there wires were

sent to Cheyenne, from waich a snow plow was
Sent down and dug us out toward morning ol th
third day, hardly any the worse tor the ex-
perience, but pienty hungry.

I wish that, with words, I could
transfer to this flat sheet some of the beaut;

‘and dignity and majesty, even inspiration of

the mountain countryin the west. 1 know tha'
the inspiration was there at the tiwe. In th
setting of this natural stage was acted a 1lif
of strong tuen, rough-clothed, bushy-bearded,
Sometimes brawling, but entirely what we now
call "extrovert". " They were uwostly two-gun
men; a gun, in its holster, at each hip. 1
think that, at that time, I hud never heard o:
& shoulder holster. The bankers, professiona:
gamblers and the better merchants in the larg:
towns wore almost a unitorm of black clothes,
black hat and black bow tie; but you could di:
tinguish the gawbler from the others - he was
Somehow skinnier. ‘“hose three and the drumme:;
from the east wore "biled shirts" - that is,
Stiff bosomed. ieals were large and heavy.
Board and lodging, in most of th> towns was
$2.00 per day, which included three Leals, be-
lieve it or not.
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s In all of these words I have not been

- abl to convey the feeling of expansiveness,
‘tgg exhuberant frontier spirit; the very in-
tanaity of vibrant energy.

?i - 'When the Territory of Oklahoma was
Egging opened up to white settlement, my brother,
rris, went in on the first blg run for land.
It*was called the "Cherokee Strip Run". He had
nointerest in the land, but went as a sort of
an. adventure, riding on a locomotive. In this
run’ everyone started from scratch at the shot
of a pistol, at a definite time, on foot, horse-
back, buggy, wagon, bicycle - of course, there
were no. automobiles then. oShortly thereafter,

in=1901; at the opening of Lawton to white
. utlement, 1 went in with my sample case and
‘a'big-Red~Top Rye poster, to pick up some open-
‘1fig orders. A fellow by the name of "Berg",
‘who-was.interested in opening a notion. store
in- the.new town, went with me by train to
Anadarko, Oklahoma, which was "end of raill.
There we picked up a wagon with a driver,
bought a:lot of eating supglies and .a wall tent.
We-then.drove to Lawton. Lt was a very hot

{ and:a very tough trip, with no tree for a
bit:of:shade for-the-entire distance of about
sixty. miles, arrivingmthree days beftore the
opening, < No:one was allowed to enter the town
before the. opening,. so everyone encamped around
the border, estimated at 76,000 people. Cargun-
ters were ready to start building for thq‘
lucky bidders.‘ L _ .

' ﬁhe town site was a rlat quadrangle,
one-half ‘mile by one mile, with not a. solitary
building on it except at.one corner a frame
one with.a bank on the first floor and govern-
ment offices on the second. The lots were to
be auctioned off on a ionday morning, and Berg
actually bought a lot and by nightfall had set
up a shack of sorts, with neckties and other
.notions for sale. To get his check cashed, he
needed wire identification,.which came with age,

t, etc. and "he 1s double~jointed and a Jew'..

waigh
They cashed his check.

SEEER)
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wurrounuing the town site were thou-
sands of tents of all sizes and shapes, coni-
cal, wall tents, pup-shaped, and what-have-yu
When you look at a large nuwber o puildings
at night, you see wany winuows Lignted; out p
a tent town, all you see is the tents Lighted
from within; and this iIs especially noliceabi
where they were set around a Large area with
none in between - an unusual and wmemorable si
of a glowing tent town. A one-sheel newspape
was printed on the very first aay; L regret
that my copy has veen lost. L recolleect it re
ported two wurders.

Returning, there were unty the drive:
and myself in the wagon. I have furgutten ou;
destination, out we had to cross the arxkansas
River, and arrived on the banks at twillght.
There was but one sign of hapitation nearvy, :
sod house. Its inside was papered with old
newspapers. The owner knew where the ford wa:
sltuated, but advised that it was dangerous t:
cross at dusk, and offered to put us up ror t
night. Here wus exhibited an act of religiun
that I have never forgotten. His sod house h:
two rooms. Jne was the kitchen and the other
- long room divided by a curtain, in one end of
which he and his wit'e slept, and in the other
his two young children ana a daughter of apouf
twenty by a former wife. with true pioneer
courtesy, the kitchen wus Lor tne driver aod .
with a shake-down ot straw and a blaaiet.

But before that, wc all cat dowa to
. supper. I turned wy plate over una the young-
sters looited ug at ae with astonishient at wy
boorishness. he whiskered rancher bowed hi:
head and said grace, and it was then they all,
in a flash, turned thecir piates. oupper was
‘Sow belly, salt risin' bread, and sorghua
molasses - put the Lord was thansed for it as
sincerely as if it had been a pbaaquet. Then |
bed, for which we prepared ourselves, the arii
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and I, by removing our boots and rolling our
coats for pillows. WNext morning, bright and
early, we forded the river in our wagon and
continued onward.

Well, I think I have tuliu cnough of
ny experiences in-the west during the roaring
'90s. At the end of about seven years, in
april, 1903, 1l received a telegram to come home
at once. I arrived on Friday, and after supper
the dining room table was cleared and the wen
folks discussed an option we had for purchasing
& business in Baltimore. ‘The next night Bugene
and I took the train for Baltimorc, arriving
there April 18th, lodged at the Stafford Hotel.
(the Belvedere was a-bullding) and after break-
fast walked down town, askin, the proprietors.
ot varlous businesses for the naame of a good.
corporation lawyer. VWe decided un iir. ioses R.
Vialter, and were never to regret this choice.
He proved not only an excellent attordey, but
a staunch friend.

Wie purchased the stock of Cahn, Belt
% Company for about $425,000 (which was prob-
ably as much as the entire family was worth),
paying $150,000 in cash and giving notes for
the balance, which was paid off by January,
1905, through the united efforts of the falitly
in ©t. Joseph, Cincinnuti and Baltimore. barly
in the fall of that sauwe year Lugene and his
family returned to St. Joseph, and in November
1y brother, Henry, joined me tu handle the new -
business. A few years later our brother, .
S5idney, Joined us. .

Vihen I got to Baltimore, although our
Jusiness there was the same nature as that in
5t. Joseph, the territory offered an entirely
lifferent kind ot customer. Gone were the rough
ind rowdy crew of brospectors, gamblers, mixed
\n the bar rooms and dance halls with Chinese
ind colored; also the relations between the
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saloon proprietor and the salesmen took on a
different tone. Uf course, human nature did
not change, but the surface certainly did.

I had one interesting experience in
1908. 1Iwice a year 1 would go to New:.Orleans
to Join John E. Kelly, the firm's Louisana
Salesman.Un one trip he asked me to "make -
the circle" with him, that is, around the -
Baton Rouge-Vicksburg territory (about: eight:
cities), so that. there; too; his.customerss: :-

‘would "meet the boss".  When we reachdd Vitks-

burg, “I told him I would. take ‘a day off from::
visiting customers. I had in mind to: find out
whether it was really as hard to get a Jjob as:
was generally supposed, at that.time. - 5o I...

did not shave: that morning, nor 'change,;,my.;:;ﬁh'es
and. stuck my watch chain,. ring a.nd.j.stick‘:g;gjm.g
out of sight, then wandered from store tg Btor

e

asking for a job - any old job. I remembei~om
& Jewelry store; a harness and saddlery- stora.
and a department store, but 1 tried about .thre
others, up town, at none of which was. I-"'offarf

ri

of a meal. 4bout ten o'clock L found myself

first place I struck was a sort of general-: -
store with a narrow front. As soon as I applie
to the boss, he asked me where I caue -fromd’ I
told him St. Joseph, Wissouri. He immediately
sald, with a ver% broad accent, "You have run .
away from home, 1 guess. Now, the thing to:do
1s to telegraph your faully that you are sofry
and want to go back - to send you the mon g
L will pay for the telegram".  This I deni as
and plead for a job, to which he assented!’,ég;;ﬁe
first had me write two letters to merchants: £
whom he had bought merchandise. By this:tiile-
1 had sized him up for a Russian ‘or Polish!Uew
although the subject of religion. never:aros@t::
He admired the letters and again plead witl
to let him vire my folks back home..:: Theti

"mammy" came in to buy a.pair of shoes. £fg

b
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wsband. The boss:tailed to cell her, vut I
itopped her at the uvour and succceded in selling
iler two pairs. The boss then toox we in the

‘ear ot the store into a lean-to, where he spolie
0 tals effect: "Lous here, 4 can see you ought
it to have this <ind ot a juo. L1f you aon't
/ant to ask your folks ror woney, 4 wiil lend

rou enough to get to wt. Joe ana you can send it
)ack to wme whemever you get it." Lhis, too, L
lecLined, but accepted 75 cents fur wy half-day's
iages; went buck Lo the hotel, .ot a shave und
lair trim, put on wmy "Jjewelry", ale dinner, and
jas standing on the street swoking a cigar when

1 bulky man crussed the street and asked we what
iy "racket" was. Un wmy suggestion that it was
wone of ‘his affair, he vbent back his coat lapel --
1e was the sheriff. "I found out you were try-
ng to get a, Job in the good stores up town and
‘inally landed\one by the river. Then, with 75
tents pay, you get a store shave, a blg wmeal,

iip the waliter, buy yourself a Coronaj. and tu uwe
ihis just don't add up." SO 1 bought him a drink
ind Corona and, in wy ‘roow, told hiu uy story

nd showed him my credentia¢b, including ny

J1st birthday watch, my Dun unu bradstreet
.etters, etc. .

Our Disgtillery wholesale _whiskey busi-
iess8 in Baltimore proved to be an 1ncreaai
uccessful business, but during the 'sscond ecaae
£ this century a cloud nv bigger than~a yuart
f daryland Club appeared in the skies. “This
/as the Anti-vatoon League. L wiili waike the
story brief, although it was, ror us, in the>
lature of slow strangulation.

In the couth, where the vulg ol our trad%“\

ras located, tirst came "local option" of
rounties and then states, and then one state
SLter the-other went "dry". after various fam-
ly discussions, we decided to withdraw from the
usiness.

Your Uncle Irvin!s tather-in-law had
. brokerage office in Cincinnati, which he sold

’
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‘sight of ‘your Uncle sorris. The family‘hadf'"

-—,-——-—u—

SN e T———C o

25

to the family in 1916. The next year your
Uncle Henry went to ilew York and effected. an
excellent arrangement with Bache & Company .

to buy out their brokerage branch here in.:
Baltimore, which he opened in April, 1917 ror
the family, with an agreeuent with your- '
Uncle Sidney and me that we would join him
when we could praetically close out the whiskey
business. 1 joined him in about six munths;®
and Uidney later, having closed out the wh18~
key interests here. N

The Eighteenth Amendment (total ] rb~v
hibltion for the United States) was ratified.
by the States in January 1919, and became efa
fective in January 1920. The Government made:”

~no provision for reimbursing distillers or: ﬁigt

wholesalers for their preemptory losses; L xS
our family faced extremely bitter losses; -
during the interim from 1817 to the effective{j
date, 1920, the demand for liquor became.8Gw."
great and the prices so high, that we recoupai
an appreciable part of our prospective lossesi:

A large part of our savings was due. to the:fg

divested themselves -entirely of. their disti¥isi
ies at terrific losses and merchandise -holdirige
at reasonable prices, and was well: ambarkeﬂ&in
the brokerage business under holdings:of ‘SB&ts:
on the New York Stock kxchange and other: import
ant exchanges. The Eighteenth Amendment was:’
repealed in Vecember, 1955, but we never re-:
embarked. T L
Jur brokerage business Erew fpom

amall beginning to a quite profitable.org
zation, but the financial crash of 198 Echan ec
the outlook, and as we three brothers: in: Bal

more were all around ‘seventy years of: age, ve
‘g‘decided to call it a day, and closed out.the:.. :

Baltimore Branch on September lst, 19@0(?’
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"And how did you weet Jdothers!

In late 1905 1 went to an amateur
show at the academy ~ "y wife's bonnet", and
saw on the stage a young girl who took the part
of the maid. ohe attracted me immediately, and
after theutre I went to the Phoenix Club, deter-
uined to weet her. I don't iknow what specific
point aroused me at the show - vhether it was her
acting or her classy ankles - she viuore a dress
reaching to the xnees - a near scandal in those
days - or because she sald Ydaun" - quite, oh
quite, unconventional; but 1 pursued her re-
lentlessly, and Helen Gutwan and 1 becaue en-
gaged-on april 8th. It was on a rainy daypsl
tooik her to the Suburpan Club in a.buggy, drawn
by "The Little Brown Jug", as the gentle nag
was called. . lo my proposal, delivered on the .
return, while-the rain pounded on the '"Surry
with the tringe-on top! your tuture liother said,
"Are you gerious¢?¥ 1 was. o0 back.to 1714
butaw Place, where she pulled o1f wy sweater,
smoothed my hair, :brought down her parents -
still fully dressed, und a ready buttlie ot
champagne soon produced from the ice box. The
only question her rather asited me - "You will
stay in Baltimore, won!t youd!" So after a
short and jolly courtship, we were warried on
June 20, 1906 - just fifty years ago, thig.
glorious Golden lieddiny, day. \ L

50 as not tu close this too abruptly,
I add the following items, thouugh unimportant.

vur wedding trip was to New York,
west to Chicago, then ot. Joseph, wvhere we
spent a few days at the old howestead, 1l8th
and rrancis oStreet, (my parents were swamering
at awackinae) then west through Denver, Poca-
tello and the Yellowstone lationul Park. The
Yellowstone wuas by stage coach, as wotors were
not then permitted. bDacic eaust on a northern
route, through vault ote darie, took vne of the
big late steawers through the waikes and spent
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A_pride as have ours.

a few days at ldackinac, then vn to Buffalo and
back to baltimore -~ a six weeks' trip.

$Jn

lir. and krs. Gutaan gave your motﬁér
a house ut 1807 butaw Place as a wedding - gif’c,
first putting it in first-class conditioni: -
They had electric wiring installed (in place
of the gas). and we lived there for a- number of
years - 1 have forgotten how long. ' Some.-
suumers we would spend in Charlevoix;: Michi an
and for others we would reat homes: :anuhaﬁ,a aa
then Baltimore County, and apparentlyitods
for ease - for -a business man was exp8e "te‘d‘i
be at his office by:8:30 at the: 1atast£f“‘?% Or
course, we had no automobile for: many {years:
After renting -the Ford!s lLane house;: purchae‘
1t for. %12,000, and. sold 1807 mtaw Place

In April, 1943, we moved wms Blade
Avenue, having built the house while-liying- t
Ford!'s Lane. Meanwhile the city . li tuxha
moved as far as-Park Heights and Sla bJAvenues
Just about 600 feet from our new locaeion,
which was and still :I.s :Ln Baltlmore-c unty.

' In 1987 we"tooka- trip abro diir.
mother had been . abroad: .with her’ parbzﬂ:s--': but.
this was oy first oversedas trip,.at’ the age
of 55, and 1t was thrilling from beginning to
end. ©Since then we have taken only three more
Luropean trips - twice with you, Julius, and
once with Julius and you, Sara - in addition,
some kWest lndies trips. .

I have added nothing of the many re-
warding years during which you were growing up
to be such a comfort to your: parents. ~The
devout wish of your mother and myselifjris- that
your children may give you as much causa for*




