April 8, 1994

Mr., Jim Feagins
13213 B&hnington Ave.
Grandview, Mo. 64030

Dear Jim,

Inclosed please find Zerox copies of some of the past articles re King
Hill that were oublished in the Museum Graphic,

I think that I mentionéd that Mett may have written on the “bhowzuardsh
that were found on Vassar St. I guess that I was wrong. In thumbing
through my bound copies I find two photographs of the bowguards. One,
(Vol. XIII, No. 4 in Fall, 1961 issue) is with Mett and I and the sqfalled
bowguards. Off the top of my bald head T was thinking that he did mention
them but it seems that he did not. Cther things that he did mention, how-
ever, may be of some interest to you.

Later, (Vol. XXL No. 3, Sumser 1969 issue) is a King Hill article that I
put together that shows the bowguards again. It is a better photo of
them and®doces show them in close proximity to the arm bones in the burial.
Waldo Wedel's comment is of interest.

The first 23BNl dig seems to have been conducted in 1966 & 7 so far as
I can determine from the Museum Graphics. The later and further 23BN1
dig with water screening, must have been in 1972 since I find in our
personal photo album a dated snap shot with that date on it. The scene
is on our own back perch with Mike Rupert and his gang and Mike and
Marge Fisher and the Reynold-z-z eating T-bone steaks. (Wow! Can't
afford those any more) That would date the Nebraska gang's dig, I think.
It is sort of hyrd for bald heads to keep all of that straight after a
couple of decades., Especially when for one of those decades little
thought has been given to it. Well, so much for Don R's bit on the
famous King's (King) Hill in old St. Jo. Mo.

Will keep my ear to the ground to hear of any development on your City
Hall commotion concerning the possible disturbance of our sacred soil.

Yes, I am retired and do enjoy the freedom and irresponsibility but hang
on to a casual interest of my past capers. It was nice to see and talk
with ¥ ou,

Oh yes-- In my King Hill article, it says that the hill was listed on
the National Repgister as a ™National Landmarkt at the time. The Wash~
ington D.C. correspondent for.the St. Joseph Gazette and News-Press
wired it back as such. It turned out later that the correct descript-
ion for that historic hill should have been "National Historic Placeh,
At the time, the distinction was, to some, very important. (We must
try to be correctl)

I hope that Ies and my mugs didn't bust your video camera..

As Ever, \ Q
ond

Don R-.

P. S. This mention &f our Mett Shippee. It brings back fond, fond
menmories. We trudged a lot of hills together and I treasure every step.

QOver



He favored us: (the museum and myself) with a lot of help and zood
advice. I am glad that I was present at his belated recognition
but was also much saddened to have to attend his funeral at his
old frame church.

A few y ears ago, Maude and I camped at Graham Cave State Park down

on 70 highway and there was Mett's picture (along with others).

I went to the office of the Park Director, where we had a little talk.
No, he didn't know who that was in the pPhoto exhibit. Well, he does now!

I will be happy to copy and send to you other 23-BN1 related Museum
Graphic articles, if you wish. One is about plant seeds etc. Maude
copied the cnes inclosed and is in and out of the Prompt Printers quite
often with her genealogical efforts, so this would be no problem,

I su spect that you, or someone else, will be involved again in the
rumble of progress over our local past.

Qur best to the Mrs. and all..

See ya around..

.{'
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' degun flint. It is thin, but
. * ,{i?f S ?%”‘“°QEAV e ﬁng a flint can take in a lock.
N S S S eull Y Fondition. Judging from

R - ' 11 of European manufacture,
e i QJQ_ _:fahu ian. If you can identify the
,&ZZGR»ééaquﬁw*l» T o onsaty, say it is of Indian

éﬁ,ﬂﬁﬁhfg_ﬁﬁ/4u_i ?“th un and dates from the mid 1700's.

J%dah ; 7 _u made by a whiteman, but I

imagine that would be a long odd to bet on.

If I can be of any further help, don't hesitate to write.

Sincerely, -
//
T T M Hamilton. . .

PS: I might add that it looks to me as if an Indian was
trying to follow the European technique in flint making, but
got crossed up on the face.
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April 81 1994
Box 122
Miami,MO. 65344.

Mr Jim Feagins |
St Joseph Museum.
P for 238V |

Dear Jim: 455/ J ‘

The object discussed n your letter of April 6, certainly

l1o0ks 1ike an 18th Century tradegun flint. It is thin, but

it is surprising how much beating a flint can take in a lock.
This looks like it is in mint condition. Judging from

the back, it looks 1like a spall of European manufacture,

but the face appears to be Tndian. If you can identify the
chert as being local, I would say jt is of Indian

manufacture, made for a tradegun and dates from the mid 1700's.

Of course, it could have been made by a whiteman, but I
imagine that would be a long odd to bet on.

If T can be of any further help. don't hesitate to write.

Sincerely, y 1
4 1
T T M Hamilton. P

PS: I might add that it looks to me as if an Indian was
trying to follow the European technique in flint making, but
got crossed up on the face.
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King Hill,
National Register
of historic sites,

a;cbeologlcal 7Ly

' Atvong g;;eﬁlﬁt‘EﬁﬁZ{de of
King Hill, 5600 South First Street,
was crowded with Indians of the
Kansas and Oneota tribes as they
met for tribal summits. The ar-
tifacts they left behind give an
insight into their culture and life
styles. Many of the artifacts taken
from the hill are on display in
the Saint Joseph Museum, 11th
and Charles streets. The museum
is participating with the Univer-
sity of Missouri in the excava-
tion of this historic site.
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Turning back the pages

100 years ago: The skele-
-tal remains of an Indian chief,
as well as Indian beads and
. pottery, are found on King Hill.
50 years ago: The St.
Joseph City Council decides
to chip in $1,299 to the paving
of 22nd Street after engineers
make a specifications error,
10 years ago: Northwest-
ern Missouri educational insti-
tutions have made improve-
ments since the Nation At
Risk report six years ago.




