AUGUST 1992

The

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express Museum

HILLYARDS HONORED AT LUNCHEON

F-A spec1al luncheon was held July 8 at the Pony Express Museum to

~ celebrate the Hrllyard famrly S longstandlng commitment and support of -} 1

the St. Joseph and-Pony Express Museums The Hillyard family has
been museum advocates'and sponsors since the mceptron of the St. Jo-

e seph Museum The most recent Hillyard support came in the form ofa.
~donation by Mr. and Mrs. Haskell Hillyard of four Harrrson Hartley

-original watercolors depicting the Pony Express. The presentatlon of .

. the parntrngs was made at the luncheon

Rhonda Clem

ous terrains.

“and two in 1968. Hartley

{ seph, he grew up in Savan- -
& nah, Missouri.. ;
. student at the Kansas City

cago Academy of Fine Arts :
Hartley was a longtrme em-

. Hlllyard Inc., stands by two of the four orzgmal
Hartley. watercolors that he and his wzfe Rose,, -
.donated to the. Pony Express M useum. '

Mr and Mrs Hlllyard S donatron isa marvelous addition to the Pony P
Express Museum The palntmgs can be seen at the museum

Among the oldest of the locally based large corporatlons in- St J oseph
Hrllyard Chemical Co. and Hillyard, Inc., have been mémbers of the St."

Joseph and Pony Express Museums for many years. - Their member-
: shrps are the longest contrnuous ones 1n the corporate category o

continued to page 3

Happemngs

These watercolors show a"* 4,
: Pony Express r1der in vari-
Two of the
pamtrngs were done in 1964

was a'well-known local art- g
“ist. Bornin 1888 in'St.Jo- | -

He was a

: Art Institute -and the' Chi- -

; . by 5 W B ployee of the Hillyard "
Hae Haskell Hzllyrzrd retired chairman of the board of Chemical“‘Cé.', and it was
-during the time he was em- *
ployed there that he painted" -
* the -Pony Express scenes. <

-FIEL-’])?TRIP SETI

Come JOlIl us on. Frlday, September

11, on an-all day:field trip to Kansas -

Crty ‘starting ' with a visit to the Kan- |

sas City.Museum. Although the o
Kansas City Museum-does notusu- =
ally give guided tours on Fridays,

- they have graciously provided us
‘with"a guide for our visit. Our tour. -
w1ll be through the area that illus- =

trates Kansas C1ty S early history
and 1ts development

After lunch we, have an appointrnent =
.t the Steamboat Arabia Museum. ' -
(Th1s museum, which opened Just last S
. year,is located in the city market -
~ area of Kansas City. The group who =
5 salvaged the. hrstorrc steamboat also e
created'the museum and they have il
done an outstandmg Job : '

. arlwozk courtesy of Sreamboat Arabia Museum

The Arabra was on her way to

Councﬂ Bluffs late in the summer of: B b

1856 when she hit a submerged

pt snag and sank at the Quindaro Bend _
- near the town of Parkville. When -
. ‘the Missouri River changed its

- course, the Arabia was gradually =
‘|- _covered with dirt until there wasno

sign of the boat left. A group of -

_ Kansas City entrepreneurs found. the
: ,.locatron in 1988 and salvaged the N
N boat: and its contents j ;

The boat was a trme capsule from
"the 1850s.-

“The cargo hold was
packed with- crate after crate of the.

contmued to page 8
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: HILLYARDS connnued];rom pagef Vel

<

The 1nvolvement of the Hlllyard famlly ‘has’ crossed several gen-:.“
erations. It began when N. S. Hillyard: served on the first board of - |
trustees in 1927 and cont1nues today as h1s granddaughter Nancy .

Hlllyard Hampton serves on the board She became a. trustee 1n
1977 oA v | i ey e T

R Nancy is‘a true frtend to the trustees, staff and the museums She |
~P_’began volunteering at the St. J oseph Museum in September 1972..

Her volunteer hours have equalled that of a part-time staff person

.7~ one'whose contrlbutlons and 1nﬂuence are’ v181ble everywhere X
at both museums g et S ~

Nancy has focused a major portlon of her time behlnd the scenes
:workmg in collectrons -She-has been- 1ntr1cately 1nvolved in’

recatalogmg over 40 000 items. She: has worked in the creatlon of
‘adequate storage spaces and has truly been an. “advocate of the

29 1 _ ,
artifact.” Nancy has always beeén-a part of every specia event in- : Clark Hampton R w”h Pony Express e an d :

'Nancy Hillyard- Hampton trustee thh the St. Joseph;
-Museum,are carrying -on the tradmon of the Htllyard o
“commitment to the organization.. Clark and Nancy are - .
5 ptctured with Rich Nolf director of the St. Joseph and .~
. 'Pony Express Museums ks £l hy

{cludrng the hard work involved. in getting ready for. the Prairie

- View Festivals. She has traveled with the staff to: meetings and *
- workshops.. She has been a source of counsel to all of us, fulﬁllmg '

- amost unrque role in 1ntegrat1ng the staff and trustees

" Rhonda Clert

And, of course, wrth Nancy S 1nvolvement we got the bonus of Clark, her husband He has always made hlmself
available for us when we have need for h1s spe01al talents Now Clark S commrtment is official because he isa

- trustee. of Pony Express Inc

Persons attendlng the luncheon 1ncluded Rose and Haskell H1llyard Nancy and Clark Hampton J im Carolus J im g B

- Roth; Sally Habeeb, Scott Hillyard, Rod Fletcher, Georglna and Bud Goetz, Jim Lehr, Mignon:; and Dick DeShon,
' Bob Simpson, Tom Watkins, Yvette and Don Paton, Mavis Winder, Rich Nolf. and Sandy Taylor.. The host for the -
. luncheon was Don Paton Pony Express Inc,, trustee The: Hohday Inn provrded the meal DA :

' “Rich Nolf g

video-taped) the actual site or vicinity of every station in Utah.

UTAH LIBRARIES

As a part of the continuing Pony Express research, Jackie Lewin and Marilyn Taylor spent the week of June
14-21 in Utah at several libraries and research facilities. Sites visited in Salt Lake City included the Utah His-
torical Society, the Marriott Library at the University of Utah and the History Department of the Mormon
Church. They spent a day-and-a-half in Provo at the Lee Library at Brigham Young University.

Since most of the libraries were not open for research on Saturdays and Sundays, Jackie and Marilyn took ad-

vantage of those days to travel along the Pony Express trail in Utah. They visited and photographed (and

A great deal of information is being gathered in these research trips. This information will be invaluable when
putting together the new exhibits at the expanded Pony Express Museum.

‘,3’@« i
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AUTOGRAPH PARTY S

i The dlnner party honorlng J ackle Lew1n andf',

- Marilyn Taylor was held on Wednesday, June 24, ‘
_at the Hohday Inn in St. Joseph It was co- hostedt )
by St. Joseph Museum trustee Dr: Ron Wade and
his wife, Jo, and. Pony Express Museum trustee 2

Creath, Thorne and his wife, Ann. Itwas a gala

evening of wonderful food and fun to celebrate the

jpubhcatlon of The St-Joe Road which was written

_by.Jackie and Marilyn. ‘Special guests for the’

event were Mr. and Mrs. Perry Driggs.of- Salt Lake

-—C1ty, Utah Perry Dr1ggs father, Dr. Howard

‘Driggs, was pres1dent of the Oregon- Trail Memo-

rial Assoc1at10n in the 1930s and 40s.  The associa-. .

tion was instrumental in- markmg and preserving
'the tra11 in the 1930s.” The Kansas regent of the as-
socmtlon was’ John Ellenbecker ‘His son, Ray
' Ellenbecker was present for the fest1v1t1es

RevaFish- Rocha

YF rzends reunited - Ray Ellenbecker Jane and Ray .
_ Senate and C lara and Perry Drtggs’ : 3

| ”iMany people helped make the evenlng a suc- &
‘_ci’cess -Special thanks,go to several board mem-
" bers:. Dr. Ron ' Wade, Creath Thorne, Don

* g Paton Dr Dav1d Ohver Jim Lehr and Dick

"DeShon and to Robert Rau of Rau Nursery, p
g Rachel Nolf ‘and the St. Joseph and Pony Ex-
press Museum staffs

- Jackie and Marilyn will be availableat the -
St Joseph Museum on: Thursday, August 6
from 3 to 5.p.m. to autograph copies of the
_St. Joe Road for those who were unable to
. attend the d1nner

“-Sandy Taylor

£

Je::ry Lewin - ..

After dznner anda brzef program Jackie and Marzlyn autographed copies: of o

‘the St. Joe Road and Perry Drzggs signed copies of White Indian Boy. This .
book was orzgznally written by formier Pony Express rider; Nzck Wilson, in. R
collaboration with Dr. Howard Driggs. Perry Drzggs has just had the book =

republzshed

-As young men, Perry Drrggs and Ray Ellenbecker often accompa- S

‘nied thelr fathers along t the trail i in Kansas. - At the dinner, they re--

'newed an acquaintance that goes back to the 1930s The1r presence ‘

' made the dinner an‘occasion that Jackie and Marllyn will never for- -+
get. .Perry Driggs drew the “Driggs’ sﬂhouette of a horse and r1der: - I

 that was placed on metal signs and used.to. mark the Pony Express
trail i 1n 1935, its"75th anniversary. Mr. Driggs has graciously glven
Pony Express, Inc permlss1on to use: the design to promote the;

B Pony Express ¥

DID YOU KNOW?

Dr. Howard Driggs, president of the Oregon Trail Me-
morial Association, visited St. Joseph in 1935 and spoke
to a large crowd gathered in Patee Park across the street
from the Pikes Peak Stables. Dr. Driggs traveled many
times across the Pony Express Trail to mark sites and
encourage its preservation. The stables were vacant and
abandoned the day Dr. Driggs spoke, but were later re-
stored as the Pony Express Museum. The St. Joseph
News-Press of August 21, of that year, quoted part of his
speech that day in Patee Park:

“It is just as important to preserve these old stables as it
was to hold sacred Mount Vernon, Independence Hall
and the Liberty Bell. This barn is a priceless heritage
which the old West may hand down to its posterity.”
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EXHIBITS

" Photos by Rhonda Clem ~

Many samples of various plam‘ leaves are.collected and
- plaster casts are made from them. Several dzﬁ%rent g

leaves are cast. from each plant, since leaves naturally -7
vary in size and shape from the top: of the stem to the

bottom

The: next step in the process zs the creatlon of the plant
_ stem. This is done by either glumg wo pteces of plastlc

: ¥ W1th the recent compleuon of the Wyeth room, work on the th1rd ﬂoor
upland forest exhibit has. resumed. We are- currently mvolved ‘in mak-v
‘ing numerous plant reproductlons for the main diorama, which w111 de-

picta typical upland forest scene. The plants- are reproductlons of local

-~ plant specimens.  The followmg is'a pictorial’ sequence of. how the
: \_;plants are constmcted :

Rt .

Once an acceptable cast has been made it is placed in a vacuum-forming -
machine where a thin sheet of cellulose acetate.is heated to near meltmg point._
The vacuum then draws the acetate down over the detazled cast. Aﬁ‘er the acetate’
has cooled it retains the shape of the. leaf and the -excess.can be trzmmed away

coatéd wire, or soldering two copper wires. Once the.

. Stem of the plant is complete, the leaves are glued toit.
Finally, after hours of work, the plant is'ready-to be-

painted, completing the model.

N
»

- Robbie Sipes &
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. Jackie Lewin

,Bonme Watklns Curator of- Collectlons and Nancy.
~ Hampton, trustee and volunteer, display a brown wool
" blanket (left) donated by Viola Mathews. The blanket‘

hasa deplctlon of the Pony Express Statue in‘the center. -

'1nto the blanket Wthh dates from 01rca 1940

Jean Mary-Loulse Geltz—two cop1es of an art1cle i

RECEN_T DONATIONS

o N S

“The Pony Express” and “St. Joseph MO ”-are Woven

“The Saga of Hyde Forge,” written-by the-donor in 1971. -

-Bonnie Watkins

[ S

Above: The archeaologzeal excavation behznd the Pony Express E

Museum is in its fourth season. Volunteers from St. Joseph and

s northwestern Missouri have answered- the call to-dig- once_‘
" again. From left ‘Ron Memers Bob Earhart, Margaret Elder,

Ed Barlow Robzn Yarnell and Bonme Watkins, staff. member.

: ‘Above right: Ji im Watktns vzce—preszdent of the Mlssourz
Archaeologtcal Soczety, dtscovers paving blocks at the

‘northwest corner of the Museum. They are thought to have been

a portlon ofa drtveway that was a later addztton to the

property

v

l-'Rtght Volunteer Margaret Elder gently probes the sutface wzth -

a trowel as Ed Barlow, member of ‘the “St. ]oseph
Archaeologlcal Soczety, ‘watches and awatts the results. She is
uncovertng one of many metal artzfacts found on this. dtg

Photos by Rhonda Clem
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i " no longer needed for that purpose.. Big lofts which held

¢ The museum stores of the St J oseph and Pony Express Museums have added several new books th1s summer

Included are two books from the “Memories of Missouri’’ series by Donna Cuiran and Darrel Colville. Do Barns S

Go to Heaven7 and Grandma Doesn t Live Here Anymore are the. titles. Both of these: pubhcatlons are photo— ‘ ._:
graphlc tours of many of the once proud and important structures in’ our area that remmd us of days gone by e

2

: The authors-introduce Do Barns Go to H eaven? witha
brief background on the use and ult1mate demise of

these burldlngs

“At the turn of the century, the horse ‘was’ the primary’

o source of work power in rural Amer1ca It pulled the'j

\machmes used to raise crops for many staples found-on -

the average dinner table. The horse was the “back-, -

bone” along with the farmer, in breakmg soil for crops [

" tofeed our nation. Slowly at first; then ever so swiftly,
- the tractor began to replace the horse, It was. found to be .

more efflcrent in many ways for the same jobs.’ ‘When

the horse was d1splaced the barn which housed hir was

“hay for his’ food became ‘unnecessary since tractors - z T 2
‘needed no hay, only. a shed for pr‘otectron The condition of barns in many cases; deterrorated raprdly due to d1s-
use. Once majestic, many are now abandoned, used for storage and even advertlsmg y : '

In Grandma Doesn 't Live Here Anymore the authors o
wr1te “Over the hill and through the ‘dell to
Grandmother s’house we go,” the opening line of a fa-
‘miliar song. But looking at the old house Grandma -
‘couldn t hve there anymore = -

5 5

“The porch has rotten boards wmdows are broken
shutters hang at odd angles and shmgles on the old roof .
are torn or mlssmg The- sagglng tW1sted gutters no
longe carry water. Trees grow through what was once
the porch roof andthe yard is knee deeps w1th leaves._, =

_ “As adults we have to face the truth The old house is.
_ deserted, the cellar no longer used, is: covered w1th spi-
" der webs. The pump no longer pumps water and the
'outhouse out back wh1ch on a cold mght seemed a mlle away, 1s falhng down i : e g '

.Bothfof these ’publlcations ,include*w,onderful photography ~fromlt’wenty-counties \iné_luding Buchanan

-Kathy Reno

171



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

_September 11 Arabra F1eld Trip (see re- - B

i lated article, page 1)

| L‘September 15 Oregon Cahforma Trarls _

~ Association - - Gateway Chapter, 7: 00 p.m.,
B Pony Express Museum 914 Penn Street

. September 28 St. Joseph Archaeologrcalh

-Society meeting, 7: 30 p m., Bank of’ St.

‘ Joseph (basement) Faraon Streét-and
‘Woodbine Road. For more, 1nformatron» )
call Mike Flsher soc1ety pre51dentv

232 5738..

For more museum information call 232-8471

St. Joseph Museum, Inc.

R, Philip Acuff, M.D.

William A. Brunner
Richard N. DeShon

- George T. Hopkins, D.D.S.

John W. Rushin, Ph.D.

Ronald G. Wade, D.V.M.

Printed onR‘ec'ycl'edX Paper.

St. Joseph Museum :
1100 Charles Street = -
St. Joseph, Missouri '64501- 2874
’Monday through Saturday -9- 5 p.m.
~Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express Museum

- 914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244

- St.] oseph, Mrssourr 64502 0244
Monday through Saturday 9-6 P- m.
Sundays 1-6 p m..
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