Above and right: Ronald McDonald leads
the children’s parade and entertains on the
main stage.

Many thanks go to Joe Houts,
chairman of Pumpkinfest 97, and an
outstanding group of volunteers for
giving the community an outstand-
ing fall, family event. Although
Sunday’s heavy rain dampened the
attendance, Saturday was a beauti-
ful day and the Pumpkinfest grounds
were filled with people. An esti-
mated 9,000 attended. Funds for the
event help with the operation of the

Pony Express Museum.

H APPENINGS.

l
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Photos by Clint Sims

The children’s tent is
always a popular

attraction with numer- |
ous, fun activities.

Several
children from
the audience
help Jim “Two
Crows”
Wallen
entertain
during
Pumpkinfest.
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Approximately
10 years ago, Jim Lehr,
president of St. Joseph
Museum, Inc., formed the
Exploratory Expansion
Committee (EEC) to in-
vestigate sites for a new
facility. Numerous build-
‘ ings had been looked at
over the years, but by
forming the EEC, Jim initiated a serious effort to
explore potential sites for museum expansion. The
first building looked at by EEC committee members
was the Landmark building, currently the home of
the Pony Express Opry.

ST. JOSEPH

MUSEUM

During this period, I learned that the former Pony
Express Bowling Lanes (PEBL) was available for
purchase. The PEBL, which was adjacent to the Pony
Express Museum, was being converted to a billiard
hall, but the owner was willing to sell. The EEC
immediately shifted its attention to the PEBL and
negotiated a price. The St. Joseph Museum pur-
chased the PEBL, and that was the catalyst for the
Pony Express expansion.

The PEBL was purchased in 1989. A story line
was developed, a new board formed, exhibits
planned, a capital campaign implemented, and a
building design finalized. Construction began on
January 4, 1993, and 89 days later on April 3, the
133rd anniversary of the start of the Pony Express,
the grand opening of the Pony Express National
Memorial was held. The Pony Express National
Memorial, now Pony Express Museum, is a won-
derful facility with excellent exhibits.

A great deal of St. Joseph Museum corporate
monies and staff time went into the Pony Express
expansion previous to the grand opening. Since the
April 3, 1993, opening, the staff of the St. Joseph
Museum has continued to manage the Pony Express
Museum under an agreement with the Pony Express
board. The Pony Express Museum reimbursed the
St. Joseph Museum for staff time spent at the Pony

Express. Reimbursed staff time included book-
keeping, collections management, exhibits work,
and gift shop management.

Last summer the St. Joseph Museum board of
trustees participated in long range planning re-
treats. One of the major goals established during
the retreats was to return to the objective of 10
years ago and focus on the expansion of the St.
Joseph Museum. Knowing that the Pony Express
trustees were ready and willing to assume full re-
sponsibility for all phases of the Pony Express Mu-
seum management, the St. Joseph Museum trust-
ees voted unanimously to separate the two opera-
tions. This allows St. Joseph Museum staff mem-
bers to concentrate on the St. Joseph Museum.

The St. Joseph Museum staff prepared a thor-
ough check list of each area of the Pony Express
Museum’s operation and has been assisting the
Pony Express board and staff in the transition. The
date of January 1, which coincides with the be-
ginning of the fiscal year of the Pony Express
Museum, was selected as the official point of
separation. However, the two museums will
continue to be linked through collections. Many
of the Pony Express items in the collections of
the St. Joseph Museum will be on loan to the Pony
Express Museum.

This point of transition is an opportunity for
both museums to continue to grow. Each can con-
centrate more fully on its mission. I expect both
institutions to soar to new heights of achievement
in the years to come. Today, the Pony Express
Museum is a first-class facility with a board of
trustees composed of community leaders eager to
move forward. I think that Karl Goetz would feel
that the trust he placed in the St. Joseph Museum
37 years ago when he asked the museum to as-
sume the operation of the Pony Express Museum

has been justified in a magnificent fashion.
™
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The St. Joseph Museum has recently accepted a
collection of Osage Indian artifacts found by Ora L.
Stuart from the Brown site (23VE3) in Vernon County,
Missouri. This site is the old-
est known Osage site dating

Mr. Stuart obtained his collection from the site
many years ago, when the property was still owned
by the Leslie Brown family. This collection con-
sists mainly of frag-
ments of axes, knives,

back to the late 1600s. How-
ever, it was occupied mainly
between A.D. 1700 and 1777.

The Osage were a power-
ful tribe whose main, early vil-
lages were near the Marmaton,
the Little Osage, and Marais
des Cygnes or Osage Rivers in
Vernon County. They traded
huge quantities of furs from
many species of animals to

\.]“\‘ dly

gun parts, and kettles.
The Stuart collection is
of special interest since
it documents how the
Osage adapted French
trade goods to their own
needs - part of the
aculturalization process.
With time the Osage, as
with many other tribes,
became dependent on
this trade. There are

I.0.F 17

French traders. In return the

L] many examples in the
- collection of tools that

Osage received a variety of —

trade goods manufactured
in Europe. Osage Indians.

The Brown site is one of the three most important
Osage village sites. Portions of this site have been ex-
cavated by the University of Missouri-Columbia. In
1971, the Brown site was listed on the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places. The Archaeological Conservancy
purchased the property in 1981, and the state of Mis-
souri obtained it in 1984. Today the site is protected as
the Osage Village State Historic Site.

J. V. Martin of Actuality Productions, Los Ange-
les, was in St. Joseph on November 3 to interview staff
members about transcontinental mail delivery. He is
working on a segment for the History Channel’s Mod-
ern Marvels series which will deal with the development
of mail service across the United States. The site for the
filmed interview of Rich Nolf, St. Joseph Museum di-
rector, and Richard John, history professor at the Uni-
versity of Illinois, was the Victorian-style office at the
St. Joseph Museum. Mr. Martin said that no date was
set for airing of the segment since they were still in the
early phases of production.

5

Bail attachment from a French trade kettle modified by the

have been repaired by
the Osage and finally,
when completely worn
out, these items were often modified to serve a dif-
ferent function. These bits of metal tell a wonder-
ful story of repair, “making do,” and recycling or
adaptive reuse. Clearly the iron, copper, and brass
artifacts were a quite valuable commodity during
this early part of Osage history. They speak of a
period of great cultural change on the part of the
Osage people.

Clint Sims

The crew prepares Rich Nolf for the filming of the program
to be aired on the History Channel.
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Lehr Consulting
Nodaway Valley Bank

| Mary Adams

Noble Ayers, Jr.

Dr. and Mrs. Paul M. Beck

Mr. and Mrs. William Brunner
William Bryngelson

Mr. and Mrs. R. K. Dickens, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Frazer L. Ford, Jr.
Mr. and Mrs. Lyman Frick
Mirs. Collin Guilmette

Edward M. Hirsch

Dr. and Mrs. George Hopkins
Mr. and Mrs. James Ingle
Weldon and Linda Judah

Leola Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Robert L. Simpson
Mrs. John T. Smith

Memorials

Pony Express Museum
Mr. and Mrs. Richard DeShon in
memory of Alta Walker

St. Joseph Museum
Mr. and Mrs. Clark Hampton in
memory of Donald R. Schmidt

Mr. and Mrs. Jim Lehr in memory
of Kay Grimes Wright, Ph.D.

| . . 5
| in preserving our areas past is

|

~ them to a site where they will be

MEMBERS NEW AND RENEWED

St. Joseph
Memoribilia

The St. Joseph Museum contin-
ues to add artifacts to its collec-
tions. People who have items
dealing with the history of St.
Joseph and would like to donate

preserved, made available to
researchers, and possibly placed
on exhibit are urged to contact
Carol Wills, Curator of Collec-
tions, at 232-8471. Your help

greatly needed.

RECENT DONATIONS TO THE COLLECTIONS

St. Joseph Museum

Pastor Krista Kiger - A
framed, original page from

“The Ilustrated London News”
showing “St. Joseph from the
Kansas Side” on one side and

“St. Joseph on the Missouri,”
on the other.

Alice Swails - A book, Show Me
Missouri, by Ada Claire Darby.

Hattie Hammond - A white

linen tablecloth with Battenburg

lace and a silk throw that is
approximately 70 years old.

Dr. Robert Corder - Several
books, Plains Anthropologist
published by Augstums Printing
Service and Publications in Sal-
vage Archeology - Smithsonian
Institution River Basin Surveys.

Morris Werner - A map, “Old
Oregon Trail through Kansas” as
shown on original land surveys of
Kansas 1855-1856.

Norman Wilson - “Tailings,” a
newsletter of the Folsom Historical
Society. The newsletter was printed
in June 1997 and has an article
telling about the Pony Express.

Hal Sutherland - A photograph of
a painting done by the donor of a
horse and rider. Also donated was
the artwork showing a horse and
rider in a lightening storm and two
Pony Express “Wanted” posters all
of which were made for a collage.

Pony Express Museum

Hal Sutherland - A photograph of
a painting by Hal Sutherland that
shows a horse and rider. Also
donated were two pieces of artwork
- a Pony Express “Wanted” poster
and a “Pony Express Rider’s Oath”
on parchment-looking paper made
for a collage.
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

Plans for Annual Chili Dinner Underway

Mark January 18th on your calendar and plan to attend the annual Pony Express Museum Chili Dinner.
Karen and John Foley have very graciously agreed to host the event again this year. Due to the fantastic
and over-whelming response to the previous Chili Dinners, there will be two settings to accommodate
everyone. As the plans progress and the date nears, you will be receiving an invitation in the mail.
Please plan to join in the fun, delicious food, and the good feeling you will receive from supporting the
Pony Express Museum.

December 2 - Sneak Preview Holiday Open House
will be from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Come early and see
the holiday decorations and new Victorian-themed
gift shop. Light hors ‘d oeuvres and wine will be
served. For members and special guests.

December 4 - The St. Joseph Museum will begin
the holiday season with the Lighting Ceremony
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. The North Pole with Santa
and Mrs. Claus, carriage rides, and refreshments are
among the evenings activities. The new museum
gift shop will also celebrate its grand opening. The
event is free and open to the public.

December 5-January 31 - The St. Joseph Museum

will be lighted in the evening for the holiday season.

December 12 - Gregory Franzwa will present an
“Oregon Trail Revisited” program in the Commu-
nity Room of the Pony Express Museum from 7
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The program will discuss new
research presented in his book, Oregon Trail Revis-

ited. After the presentation, books will be available
for sale and can be signed by the author that night.
The event is free and open to the public.

December 24-25 - Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day. The St. Joseph Museum and Pony Express
Museum will be closed for the holidays.

December 29 - The St. Joseph Archaeological
Society will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the Community
Room of the Pony Express Museum.

December 31-January 1 - New Year’s Eve and
New Year’s Day. The St. Joseph Museum and Pony
Express Museum will be closed for the holidays.

January 19 - Martin Luther King, Jr., Day. The St.
Joseph Museum is open from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m.

January 26 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Soci-
ety will meet at 7:30 p.m.
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