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Indian Cemetery

in K. C., Kan. to
Be Refurbished

VT

By SHIRLEY CHRISTIAN

KANSAS CITY, KAN, (AP)
< “Plastic flowers lie. before

SEX identical gravestones oh a’

breezy hill between the public
library.and a cafeteria, proof
that somebody remembers.

“‘Cursed be the villain that
rggl’est their graves,” reads
the inscription on one stone.

That was Helena, the last to
lie, Floating Voice she pre-
tefred being called. Beside
her lies Eliza, and next Ida —
the Conley sisters — then
tgeir parents and a baby sis-
ter.

Once, tiny Fort Conley
stood on the spot, and the
thtee girls held off 211 of
white man’s officialdom to
save the tribal burying ground
of the Wyandot nafion.

-In the years since, the

{wo-acre cemetery—smack in
ute midst of The downtown
buSiness district of the small-
er-of the two Kansas Cities —
has had several narrow es-
capes from the bulldozer and
been ravaged by time and
7&ndals.

_“Today, though, it is getting
honored treatment as the city
cirries out a downtown re-
newal program with an eye on
the past. Minnesota Avenue,
the main Business street, has
been converted to a mall in
front of the cemetery, and re-
newal planners hope the his-
toric spot will become a focal
puint of the new urban center.
-Rreliminary plans call for
iew walks and a lighting sys-
tem, repairs to the damaged
mohuments, planting of differ-
ent kinds of grass to desig-
nated areas of mass graves
arid maybe free-standing
plaques telling the history of
the tribe.

~The Wyandots are generally

nancidamnad . L

Eliza — who preferred to be called Lyda — Conley is
shown as a young woman, wearing the dress in which she
graduated from law school in 1902. Lyda, of Wyandot In-
dian descent, one of three famous sisters who defengied the
tribal burial ground in Kansas City, Kan., was admltteq in
1810 to practice before the U. S. Supreme Court, according
to her tombstone the first woman to be so. She died in 1946
at the age of 72, and is buried in the cemetery. (AP)
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threatened. tha comaotare T A

The two-acre cemef
in the downtown business
from the river. The cems
people are said to be bux
stroyed in the past. But c1
new urban center. (AP)

The Family Lawyer

. Walking Through

Leaving her dentist’s office,
Martha headed for the lobby
of the building. But as she
reached the exit, she mistook
a glass panel for the door and
pushed right through it.

Cut and bruised, Martha de-
cided to seek damages from
the owner of the building.

*“The door is glass and so is
the panel.” sha ramnlained in




bry of the Wyandot Indians

(foreground) lies on a breezy hill
istrict of Kansas City, Kan., next to the public library, not far
ery has been there for over a century, between 500 and 900
d in it, and it’s narrowly escaped being taken over and de-
rent renewal plans make the historic spot the focal point of a

Glass

no fault with the youthful vic-
tim. Ordering the home owner
to pay damages, the court
said he could easily have
called attention to the hazard
with a strategic strip of color-
ed tape.

(Copyright, 1972}

ISRAELI EATING HARITS

Ceiling at
School Falls

NEWARK, N. J. (AP) —
The ceiling of a vacant junior
high school classroom crashed
to the floor Friday night,
about seven hours after the
eighth-grade class using the
room had been dismissed for
the day.

Officials said the incident at
the Marcus Garvev Schaol

L. doseghy, te., Maws-Pross, Sunday, Sept. 10, 1872
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‘Back-to-School’ Night
at Pershing Tuesday

Pershing Parent-Teacher

Association will have “back-
to-school” night Tuesday - be-
ginning at 7:30 in the gymna-
sium. There will be four 10-
minute perjods for parents to
spend with the teachers. Re-
freshments will be served be-
fore and during the meeting
by the executive board,

The officers are Mrs. Clin-
ton Mason, president; Mrs.
LaVelle Griffey, 1st vice-pres-

M%eeting. for
Skaith Unit

The Skaith pre-school unit
will held its first meeting of
the year Wednesday morning
at 9:30 at Deer Park United
Methodist Church.

Mrs. Mary Dobbins from
the Family Guidance Center
will be the speaker. Her topic
will be “Your Child’s Guid-
ance and Behavior.”

Refreshments will be served
by Mrs. Cindy Bates and Mrs.
Ingrid Bollman.

The officers for the year
are Mrs. Bollman, president;
Mrs. Ruth Karn, vice-presi-
dent; Mrs. Brenda Williams,
secretary; Mrs. Linda Ham-
mer, treasurer, and Mrs, Pat
Capps, historian.

Mrs. Margaret Grosdidier
and Mrs. Mary Waltemath,
ways and means; Mrs. Capps,
program, Mrs. Bates, hospi-
tality, Mrs. Clara Johns,
health and safety; Mrs. Jill
Hutcherson, nursery; Mrs.
Jon Carr, publicity; Mrs. Wil-
liams, spiritual education, and
Mrs. Sue Miller, Block Par-
ent.

A report will be given by
the chairmen at the meeting.
A nursery will be provided at
the church.

QUALITY PRESCRIPTIONS |

ident; Oscar nu.schner, 2d
vice-president; Mrs. John Mit-
chell, secretary; Larry
Marrs, treasurer; Mrs. Max
McCuiston, historian; Mrs.
Melvin VanMeter, sergeant-
at-arms; Mrs. Foy Wood;
auditor; Mrs. Carl Sundel,
pre-school. ,
Mrs. John Brewer, library;
Mrs. Eugene Snapp, diree-
tory; Mrs. Roger Shepard,
nursery; Mrs. Beb Pipkin,
grogram; Mrs. Dean Barnes,
ospitality and room repre-
sentative; Mrs. Roy Ritter,
magazine; Mrs. Mary
Thomas, teacher representa-
tive, and Mrs. Floyd Jones,
publicity.

Fish Fry at
Bean Lake
Next Sunday

The Bean Lake rrogressive
Club will have its annual fish
fry, Sept. 17, at the Paul Keen
resort on the scuth end of the
lake.

Adult dinners will be $2 and
children will be served for $1.
There will be a carpival at-
mosphere with live music and
sale booths.

Proceeds will be used to im-
prove and maintain the lake
area.

Serving will be from noon
until & p.m. Hot dogs are also
on the menu along with baked
beans, slaw, pickles, potato
chips and coffee. There will
be free boat launching at the
fish fry site.

ECOLOGY CAR TAGS
TORONTO (AP) — For the
first time in this Canadian
province, there will be a slo-
gan on next year’s motor ve-
hicle license plate: Ontario
Keep It Beautiful. It was se-
lected from a list of sugges-
tions aimed at keeping the
traveling public ecology-mind-

You can count on our Aﬁug-
istered Pharmacists

BOB and JIM for

Filled With
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SAVE 20% NOW!

CHILDREN’S SPORTY LITTLE
LOOKS FOR GET-UP-AND-GO!
NO IRONING NEEDED!

YOUR CHOICE!

S

This boys' knit

shirt will be re-
placed or money
refunded if it ;

fails to give nor- ’/l“lllj
mal wear for one '\ BATED
year, Return to
Wards with

Wear Dated tag Monsanto
and sales slip.

WARIDS  EAST HILLS 9:30 A.M.—9 P.M.

MUTONT R

'SCHROERS
PRESCRIPTION LAB

232.7787 |

WY

OUR 100TH ANNIVERSARY YEAR

2%
Reg. 2.99 Each

(&) Boys'brushed denim flare-leg
jeans. Scoop pockets. Fortrel® |
polyester-cotton, 3-7....2.38

Wear Dated®, Boys' zip-front
shirts are ribbed knit. Mock turtle §
necks;polyester-cotion.3-72.38

Boys’ bell sleeve shirts look
great in so-neat prints, solids.
Polyester-cotton; 3-7....2.38

(® Girls' brushed denims, flared
with her favorite jean styling!
Polyester-cotton, 3-6X . . . .2.38

() Girls' have lots of zip with
these mock turtleknits. Ribbed
polyester-cotton. 2-6X . . . 2.38
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tiful state parks. 7E

Missouri blessed with di- Peopl
versity of activities in beau- M:&.__d
omil

By TIM JANULEWICZ
News-Press/Gazette Staff Writer

ome collectors, like Wendall Reiss,

can’t explain why they collect what

they do. Something just strikes their
fancy.

For Reiss, a retired St. J oseph resident,
it used to be miniature bulldozers when he
worked for a heavy machinery company.
Then it was plastic cups representing ma-
jor athletic conferences. For the past 12
years, his favorite item has been Indian
kachina dolls.

«T’'ve been going to New Mexico since °
1959,” he says, “but I never got interested
in these things until 1978, when I started
collecting them. I can’t explain what it is
about them.”

Maybe it is the veil of secrecy the masks
exude. Or :ew:. sacred nature. Or maybe

KACHINAS

«1 like Indian and Southwest art,” he
says. “I've pretty much settled down to
where that’s all 'm collecting now.”

REISS HAS RETURNED to Santa F
N.M., onee or twice a year since 1978, v
iting a friend with whom he went to hisg
school. He has purchased most of his
kachina dolls from a gift shop in Taos,
N.M.

Unlike other collections, Reiss says |
not driven to complete his set of kachi
dolls, because there is no end. :

“Tt’s impossible to get a whole set, b
cause these things are carved from ide
he says. “It might be a dream an India
has. He gets up the next morning and
ves what he has seen. They’re all base:
supernatural beings . . . sun kachina,
morning kachina. ..

“For me, it’s not the challenge, it’'sa
interest. It’s something I'm interested

. KNl @y



5 . Staft photos by TIMOTHY J. JONES
Wendall Reiss holds his favorite, the rare Snake Dancer Kachina.

AT 2t i <] g
own. With a little imagination, the in-
tricate, wood-carved statues seem to come
to life, dancing slowly to the drum, with
the tortoise-shell rattles fastened on their
legs providing mystical accompaniment.
Like others who have been exposed to
the unique culture of the Southwest, Reiss
has become intrigued by the mysterious
creations from the root of the cottonwood
tree. He now has 43 of the dolls scattered
throughout his home, including the small
versions placed on shelves near the ceil-
wsm, and the larger figure built into a table
amp.

S

- "harvest seasons, asking for help from

4 G

Kachina history dates back centuries

“Because the Hopis have no writing, their religion and their
mythologies are carried in their minds. These are passed from
generation to generation by word of mouth. Sculpture and
painting helped them preserve these ideologies. The Hopi
Kachina dolls are as much a bible in wood as the great Gothic
cathedrals were Bibles in stone.” .

— Robert Bruce Spaulding, 1953

he kachina is a unique religious
belief of the Pueblo Indians —
‘notably the Hopi and Zuni —
characterized by supernatural deities.

Some kachinas also are similar to
Christian saints, in that they represent
the spirits of very good men. However,™ |
others represent demons or ogres. =

Central to the religious ceremonies
areé private and public dances, many of ¥
which feature masked men who im- .
personate the supernatural deities.
They also are called kachinas. These
dancing kachinas sing from noon to
sunset. Periodically, they rest, giving
way to costumed clowns who provide
comic relief to the spectators.

The Hopi kachina dancers believe
they lose their personal identity and
receive the spirit of the kachina they
are supposed to represent. They be-
lieve that, through a priest, the prayers
are given to the kachinas to carry to
the gods. !

1t is believed that the kachina arose
out of a need for water. Hopis began
cerémonies during the planting and

the gods.
The Hopi recognize more than 200

The Owl Kachina, left, and the Corn Kach-
ina are part of Reiss’ collection.

kachinas, and through dreams or visions, frequently new ones
are invented, or new costumes are designed for existing kach-
inas.

The children believe in kachinas just as our children believe
in Santa Claus. In a ceremonies lasting from late December to
July, dancers deliver kachina dolls to the children, not as toys
but as objects to be studied as part of their religious education.
The dolls are hung on walls or placed
on rafters so they may be constantly
seen and studied.

UNLIKE MOST PUEBLO Indians,
who regard kachina dolls as sacred
items never to be sold, the Hopi have
been willing to part with their crea-
tions. The first recorded “souvenir
doll” purchased by a tourist dates back
to the mid-1800s. It has only been since
the end of World War II that commer-
cial production of kachina dolls has
skyrocketed.

During the last century, Navajos
began making dolls, even though they
have no belief in kachinas. It is es-
timated that there are now more Nav-
ajo dolls on the market than Hopi.

The differences include the Navajos
liking of fur, feathers and claws. The
recent trend among the Hopi are all-
wood dolls. In addition, the really large
dolls, more than 25 inches high, usually
are Navajo. At the customer’s request,
shops should provide an invoice attest-
ing to the tribal origin of the doll.

SOURCES: Hop! Kachina Dolls, by Harold S.
Colton; Kachina Doll Carving, by Erik Brom-
berg.

b3~ =) Ty = —
that turns me on, shall we say, then1 see
I can buy it. .

“You might run into one that struck y¢
just right and you say, ‘Boy, I've gotta hz
that.’ That’s what happened on that snal
dancer. I never dreamed I’d find one of
those. I had read in a book that they are
carved very often. I snapped that up inz
second. I was very fortunate.”

Since he has been collecting kachina
dolls, Reiss has found them nearly every
where he turns.

“You know, the damnedest thing I eve
saw, I was over in Honolulu this year, in
February, and I was poking around and
here was this store with three kachina
dolls in the window for sale. I about fell
over. I never did ask where she got ther
asked her, ‘What do you want for your
kachina dolls?’ I think she said 190, 200
bucks for them. I wasn’t going to buy on
over there. You couldn’t hardly get one
home without breaking it.’

«“That’s the last place in the world 1 e
thought there’d be a kachina doll.”

BUOYED BY THE so-called Southw:
craze, kachina dolls now rarely cost les
than $100, and can run as high as $15,0

“Years ago,” Reiss says, “these thing
when they first started out, used to sell
a dollar an inch. And, now, you can’t bt
good one for less than a $100. T've seen
them all the way up to $6,000.”

The expense of dolls relates to the
amount of work done by the carver. Ve
expensive kachina dolls have hands th:
look real, down to the fingernails.

In St. Joseph, The Silver Fox, 5104 I
Hill Ave., sells kachina dolls of various
sizes and prices. It publicizes itself as t
only retail store in Missouri, Kansas, I
or Nebraska solely devoted to Indian g

In the Southwest, such stores are co!
monplace. Ronald Bond, owner of Tur
Shell Gifts in Albuguerque, N.M., says
kachina dolls — and everything South
western — continues to flourish on the
open market.

«It's the Southwest craze we’ve noti
the past three to five years,” Bond say
“Bloomingdales in New York City rec
opened a Southwest department featu
New Mexico artists. That'll boost inte
est.”

What’s behind the craze? Bond rela
to a growing interest in art and the fa;
cination with different cultures, notat
the mix of Indian, Hispanic and Angl

Saxon ways.
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Native culture recollected,
but only in bits and pieces

By PRESTON FILBERT

News-Press/Gazette Staff Writer

There’s jﬁst not r_r_mch left of
the Indians who once lived in our
backyards.

Every once in a while a farmer
turns up a piece of stonework in
the field or a creek-wading youth
finds an arrowhead, but most of
those pieces of the past end up in
private collections — if that’s
what you can call a bureau
drawer or the living room mantel.

There are few places the public
can go to see the art created by
the people that lived here before
the white settlers came, and
those few places don’t have a lot
of items on display.

Part of the reason for that is
simply perishability, according to
Michael Fisher, president of the
St. Joseph and Missouri state ar-
chaeology societies.

Woven goods such as blankets
and baskets have not withstood
the test of time. Explorations on
King Hill in the late 1960s and in
the 1970s, for instance, turned up
thousands of pottery sherds,
stonework and bone tools from
either the Kansa or Oto tribes,
but no wood or fiber items.

“It’s not like the Southwest
where it’s dry and things last,”
Fisher said. “Here all you find is
the stone end of a pipe. All the
rest (the stem, decorative feath-
ers and beadwork) is missing.
‘Eventually they got broken or
lost or burned and it all dis-
integrated.”

NORTHWEST MISSOURI
was never a large Indian settle-

Similarly a Sac-Fox cradle
board is made of cotton and rib-
bon and decorated with little
bells the Indians traded for. More
traditional is an Ioway courtship
flute, an item still made on the
reservation, and a large wooden
mortar and pestle.

Marilyn Taylor, curator of
ethnology at the museum, said it
would be unusual for any arti-
facts to exist from the days of the
first settlers. The Indians would
have used their goods and thrown
them away, and few white men
would have wanted them.

“The people in this area hated
the Indians ‘and wanted them
out,” ‘she said. “Why would they
want artifacts? They looked down
on the (Indian) culture.”

Collection of native artifacts
did not begin in America until
the 1880s, she notes, when Ioway
and related Midwestern cultures
were at their nadir. Collectors
bought up curios from the Es-
quimo and Northwest cultures
first, then from the Pueblo cul-
tures of the Southwest. Only
fairly recently have they become
interested in the less-elaborate

art of the farming cultures that

lived in our area.

BUT WITH THAT renewed
interest has come a new morality
about the collection of Indian ar-
tifacts. Recent state laws have
made it illegal to dig in burial

mounds, an act many Indians -

compare to digging for rings and
buttons in Christian graveyards.
And it is for moral reasons that

the St. Joseph Museum does not
display any of its several “sacred

bundles” — a .ba“g of totems In;

Pete Fee leads Elwood, Kz

loway re

Pete Fee, half of his face
painted black, half of it spotte¢
white, jingling in bells hanginj
from his belt and creating i
breeze with a feather fan
dances alone.

There are a hundred childre:
dancing with him — kids i
isans and skirts. button-dow



brate for
MWSC. 3E

A grand occasion to cele- |
musicians of |

People and places ........... 2
Brides...
| Travel...

Fee has been trying to recap-
ture American Imdian culture
for the last decade. He has
helped arrange the annual
Baxoje Fall Encampments of
the Toway at White Cloud, Kan.,
— an event that is now entering

its seventh year — and in a bid
far oroastar narticination from

., elementary school children

captures

-

S o
Staff photos by TIMOTHY J. JONES

in a re-enactment of a Plains Indian war dance.

his ‘Indian-ness’

was relocated — first from the
Great Lakes to Northwest Mis-
souri, then across the river to
the . Towa-Sac-Fox reservations
in Northeast Kansas.

Close to the westward trails of
the white settlers, the Ioways
assimilated even more nomn-

T Me . iiBhinaan dlomve memen nthan

The recreated -pieces may not
be pure for any given tribe, but
Fee believes they help preserve
“Indian-ness’”” and can help
create an appreciation for
something more than the trap-
pings of the culture.

MADE UP OF NATURAL
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o DULTTTEETE T ETINTET
pets him apart from the
i and whites he entertains.

has been invited w0 the

to talk about the culiure
[loway tribe, the remnanis
nich were relocated ig
east Kansas more thay
lars ago.

ir he dances, the schooi
en ask him about peyote.
aip and whether he wag
n a war. Fee answers each
ion briefly, without con-
nsion, and more hands
up.

THE SPRING EN -
campment is a commercial en-
jerprise and not sacred like the
White Cloud event, but Fee be-
lieves it is an important step in
his long drive toward estab-
lishing an understanding of In-
dian culture.

“This is the only way we can
get out and convey to the domi-
nant society that we did have a
culture,” Fee said after his El-
wood appearance.

Toway culture has almost died
in the 200 years since the tribe

AUE PP EAEL NN M LN IOEAANA AN MM WaAwssman

ful, not resentful — and in
fragments scattered from tribe
to tribe.

But in the past few years, par-
ticipation in powwows and bor-
rowings from other Indians have
helped tribes recreate their her-
itage. From an old woman on the
Iowa reservation, for instance,
Fee was given the designs on his
rawhide belt, while an old man
on the Kickapoo reservation
further south has helped him
and others make elaborate
dancing regalia.

“I believe the real art is
within the spirit of our people,”
he said. “We’ve been able to sit
down and visualize — almost
materialize.it in a supernatural
way — that art that comes from
within.” ;

He points to his daughters,
who have accompanied him on
his visit to the school: Their
hair is braided, their dresses
are beaded, their names Indian.

just there. It’s something you
don’t teach. It’s in their spirit.”

“Qur little girls can dance. It’s

vay vest was beaded around 1900.

This 1830s portrait of Ma-Has-Kah shows loway style.

£

ders of the Crow tribal
isked Burl Self, an urban
lonal planner and pro-
F geosciences at South-
ssouri State University
lo draw up a com-
ve land-use plan, zoning
1zoning ordinance for the
lon. Self will present the
the council in late Feb-
learly March.

“The ability to control the de-
velopment of land is central to-a
unit of government,” says Self, an

Oklahoma native and a member

of the Choctaw tribe.
Richard Real Bird, chairntan of

the tribal council, hopes zoning -
will be of economic benefit, but

the main motivation is a means of
controlling development.

“We have not done that in the_,:
A ‘

past, and people have set up
businesses, outhouses — any-

. thing, anywhere they feel like,”

Real Bird says.

“The idea is not really new, but
... we don’t know -of any other
tribe that has done it.”

Carl Shaw, spokesman for the
Bureau of Indian Affairs, says

" _most reservations are not zoned,

though some tribes have set aside

anners to help protect reservation

plots as industrial or housing
areas and others are considering
zoning. g

“Tribes are becoming more
sophisticated in their efforts to
have a little more control over
their own land,” Shaw says.

“I think the Crow are now say-
ing, ‘We do have the right to sov-
ereignty,’ ” Real Bird says. “That
was given to us by God, not by the
United States gé'\/(ernment.”

L “




'Council Votes
'to Accept Indian

Burial Grounds
I ala? 2 -3 w‘(‘

City councilmen were unam-l
mous today in approving an
jordinance auth orizing the '
f mayor to accept a deed for an
;Indian archaeology site in the
:King Hill area near Ist and
' Cumberland street.

R. A. Brown, a member of|
the city museum board, told
councilmen that the St. Joseph
Historical Homes Association
would purchase the land and
tturn it over to the city. The

| property is currently leased by‘

lthe museum from the owner,
: Betty Darry.

. Mr. Brown said the land was
valuable from a historical view-
point and the proposal was a
fabulous opportunity to set it
aside for further study by uni-
versities in the Middle West.
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It’'s fun to search and a joy to find.
» motto of the Questers
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EMILY SCHWARZE/ St. Joseph News-Press

seph shows an old Betty Boop doll made of chalk at a show and tell held by the Hyde Forge Questers, a local group that works on the
|ues and educating people about them.

: QUEST T0 PRESERVE

ocal group works to save antiques and our heritage

[ANDERSON “What do you have?”.the group asks

n@npgco.com Mrs. Falk.

News-Press “T have the whole room,” she
replies.

And that she does. The entire room
is filled with antique American Indian
pottery, artifacts, dolls, tomahawks,
moccasins and blankets.

“My grandfather lived on a farm in
Arapahoe, Neb.,” she tells the group.
“My grandmother used to tell me, ‘You
see all those prickly pear cactus.” That’s

row and tell at

5 home in St.

Ind 15 women are

, circle in Mrs.

ent. They are the
duesters, one of
pters of an inter-
lon dedicated to the
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EMILY SCHWARZE/ St. Joseph News-Press

eph shows an old Betty Boop doll made of chalk at a show and tell held by the Hyde Forge Questers, a local group that works on the
ses and educating people about them.

QUEST TO PRESERVE

ocal group works to save antiques and our heritage

ANDERSON “What do you have?” the group asks

1@npgco.com Mrs. Falk.

fews-Press “I have the whole room,” she
replies.

pwW and. tell at And that she does. The entire room

home in St. is filled with antique American Indian

pottery, artifacts, dolls, tomahawks,
moccasins and blankets.

“My grandfather lived on a farm in
Arapahoe, Neb.,” she tells the group.
“My grandmother used to tell me, You
see all those prickly pear cactus.’ That’s
where all the Indians are buried.”

She shows an old tomahawk she
found on the farm as a young girl.

“I never dug up those cactus, so 1
don’t know if Indians were buried
there or not,” Mrs, Falk says, “but I've

- i always been interested in Indian
CAAIV QOMWABRZE /Gt Incanh Nawe.Prece  thinoe And than T famiind ot vears

hd 15 women are
circle in Mrs.

mt. They are the
nesters, one of
yters of an inter-
im dedicated to the
and restoration of
leeting, they were
est thing they

nts an original
le out of chalk




