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Friday.
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William C. Miller will brew his last
batch of beer Friday.
- And the aroma of malt being cooked
with hops will sift over the city for the
final time. ,

For the first time in more than 126
years, St. Joseph won’t have a beer-
brewing facility.

Pearl Brewing Co. of San Antonio, Tex.,
tomorrow will initiate the first phase in
shutting down the brewery at 6th and Al-
bemarle. Within two months, all major
operations at the plant are expected to
m&ma to a halt, Howard Nagle, manager,
said.

Miller and 175 fellow workers will be
out of a‘job. In addition, the can-produc-
ing plant next door will close its gates to
about 35 employes. -

““A lot of them feel like it’s pretty
rough,”” Miller, 59, said. ‘‘For the biggest
m_&.oa? that’s all they’ve done all their

ves.”

Miller said he will reap unemployment
benefits, or “‘sit-down pay,” for the time
being.

“T’ve worked a steady 39 years,”’ he

added proudly. ““I can sit down for a
while.”’

The fate of the brewery complex . is
unknown, Nagle said.

Several people have shown interest in
buying various buildings, he said, adding,
“We want to sell it as a package.”

Much of the brewing equipment will be
shipped to San Antonio, and the rest will

‘be scrapped, he said.

The buildings will probably be sold for
storage facilities or perhaps a small
manufacturing plant, Nagle said. But he
shook his head to the idea of another
brewery being located there. _

Modern, efficient breweries should be
four times the size of the operation here,
Nagle said. Last year, the brewery
operated at less than half its capacity,
producing about 500,000 barrels.

“There’s no one in the brewery that
feels worse about the brewery closing
than I do,” Nagle said. He noted that his
father Clarence, brother Raymond and he
combined have put in 137 years of their
lives at the brewery.

“No one in St. Joseph had anything to
do with the decision to close the

mﬁm\%mzm‘ era here m:&:@, a\w.
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CHARTER CHECKING
Free Lifetime Checking
Checks Inscribed A Charter Member of

FIRST STATE BANK OF ELWOOD
Hwy. 36 — 223-5156
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