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Werner’s Shoes closing

heralds end

By FRED KOENIG é 4 7‘- ?%

fredk @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

As the Werner’s Shoe Center, 110 S. Eighth St.,
prepares to close shop after serving downtown St.
Joseph for 75 years, it signifies one of the last rem-

of an era

that carry many different brands of shoes have
changed the marketplace.

“It is hard for independent operators to make it
with a retail business now,” Mr. Parson said. “It is
hard to compete with the volume the other shoe
stores handle.”

Plus, the face of those who shop downtown is

N
DR0GS |

This undated photo-
graph from the St.
Joseph Museum
shows downtown as it
once was — a thriving
place of business for
those who lived .
around it. Drug,
department and gro-
cery stores lined the
streets of downtown
St. Joseph. Today,
antique and gift
stores are the primary
tenants, changing the
face of downtown and
who shops there.
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Business and agriculture

Local magazine struggles to publish

By JULIE BLOMQUIST
Staft Writer

The January 1986 edition of the
magazine “'Sights & Sounds of Saint
Joseph' will probably be the final
one, if subscriptions don't double by
that time, Bennett Walker Jr.,

r, said Wednesday.

m'El‘nl:!e magazine — the third attempt
made in the last decade to publish a
local-interest monthly — has been
besel with delayed publication dates,
a lack of advertising and subscribers
and reports of contributors who have
not been paid for their work. -

“One of our biggest problems is
cash flow,” Walker said. “We are
fighting night and day to keep the
magazine running.

“I think the people of St. Joseph
want it, but there are not enough
subscribers.”’

“Sights & Sounds,”” which began:

publication in April 1985. has 900
subscribers, 75 of which live outside
the city. Walker said he had antici-
pated a circulation of 2,500 by this
time.

““Since May, subscription has dou-
bled, but I thoughi it would double
each month,” the ¢wner said.

The August and September issues
WEre not published because the
printers, Boelte-Hall Litho Co. Inc. of
Kansas City. were replacing their
equipment, Walker said. The next
magazine will be a combined Au-
Bust-September-October issue, he
said. -

“The equipment broke down be-
cause they were not set up for such a
large publication.” he said. “The
Ju_ly ISSue was late because the mag-
azines were (originally) printed

‘crooked.”

Staft photo by ROBERT ROGERS

Bennett Walker says he'’s fighting to keep the St. Joseph magazine going.

Local hotels and restaurants
should be particularly interested in

placing ads in “Sights & Sounds,””

Walker said, because the publication
focuses on past and present points of
interest in St. Joseph. :

Along with printing problems and
a lack of subscribers and ads,
Walker owes money to several of the
magazine’s contributors. .

me off again, I will probably go to

small claims court.’’ bl
Walker said he had arranged with

Herman to ‘“‘pay as he could.”

One contributor, Phillip Geller, al-

ready has resorted to court action to
get his ‘money. The court recently
ruled that Walker should pay Gel!er
$104.50 for photos of the old city
Auditorium used in the June issue of

him ‘he couldn’t afford to pay him,

but Wwould dd:so when he was able.

Harrison Hartley, St. J oseph, said
he.would have been happy to write
for “Sights & Sounds” without pay-
ment, but that Walker offered him
money before he wrote two articles
that have since been published in the
magazine. Hartley said he has re-
ceived only $50. when the ‘‘onine
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Continued from Page Al

Mr. Bergen and other city
leaders plan to stay in touch
with Quaker officials.

“We are hoping history plays
to our strength, but who
knows?” Mr. Bergen said. “I can
tell you this much: We are not
panicked yet. We are talking to
all the right people and keeping
our bases covered.”

& Peterborough, Ontario,
Canada, is home to a Quaker
plant that employs 600 people.
Like St. Joseph, the plant is a
major economic force in the city
of 70,000. The plant in Peterbor-
ough manufactures granola
bars, hot cereal, pancake mix,
cookie mixes and cold cereals.

And it sits right in the middile
of town, which would create a
huge empty space in the city if
vacated, according to Douglas
Armstrong, general manager of
the Greater Peterborough
Chamber of Commerce. He also
worries about the economic
trickle down to other industries
if the Quaker plant in Peterbor-
ough were to close.

“The spinoff would be very
dramatic,” Mr. Armstrong said.

In Peterborough, economic in-
centives are illegal, so that isn’t
a card he can play.

“We have had companies leave
because they were offered eco-
nomic incentives to go to the
states,” Mr. Armstrong said.
“That can only go so far, though,
until the community goes bank-
rupt because you can only give
away so much money. The real
guestion is, is it more economic
to produce products here in Pe-
terborough or is it more eco-
nomic to do it somewhere else?”

@ Danville, Ill., a city of
34,000, ranks Quaker as their
11th largest employer. Like .
many cities, the Quaker plant

Tomm emen — —ao -

cities await Quaker Oats decision
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Population: 93,000
Employment: 100
Packaging only

Danville, lII.
Population: 34,000
Employment: 500
Produces: cold cereal,
granola bars

- anrie
St. Joseph, Mo. }x.

Manhattan, Kan. ;-___[__

s %{_ /

I-Peterborou%h, Ontario

A Quaker's food plants

Birthplace of Quaker
Population: 125,000
Employment: 1,200

i~ Produces: cold cereal, hot cereal

Cedar Rapids, lowa

Chicago
Quaker headquarters

Population: 72,000 £ and corn products such as grits
Employment: 600 e s
Produces: cereals, Sy
| grits and oatmeal S5 T
7 4 —~——

'\_r""ﬁ

Population: 70,00
Employment: 600
Produces: cold cereal, granola bars

| Shiremanstown,
Pa.

Population: 1,200
Employment: 500
Produces: instant

oatmeal, cold cereal

i

JiM FINLAY/St. Joseph News-Press

art said. “So we are not caught
by surprise when they are con-
sidering things like this.”

Danville, though, might have
more at stake than other cities
because of the community’s rel-
atively high unemployment.
Numbers released just this week
show the county at 6.7 percent
unemployment, which she said
is average for the community;

“Danville officials were also

working on economic incentives
for the Quaker plant.

@® A small suburb of Harris-
burg, Pa., Quaker is a dominant

force of life in Shiremanstown,

Pa. 'I:he_ 'plant employs about 500

cumulative affect of several
plant closings.

“By the very nature of the
company and what they pro-
duce, it provides a lot of ancil-
lary employment to the commu-
nity,” Mr. Messner said.

Trucking and rail car indus-
tries, along with warehousing,
have prospered due to the area’s
rich food trade business. Quaker
was one of the building blocks
in the area’s thriving food busi-
ness, Mr. Messner said.

Mr. Messner didn’t say if the
community would offer eco-
nomic incentives.

® Though Manhattan, Kan.,

tention to operate in Manhattan,
she said. But that doesn’t mean
Quaker is no longer important.

“We consider Quaker to be
one of our major employers,”
Ms. Harts said. “We are just a
community that does everything
we can to make sure all of our
employers are satisfied here.”

Ms. Harts wouldn’t say if the
community would offer eco-
nomic incentives or not:

No matter what Quaker does,
1,400 job cuts will be heavily felt
somewhere.

The cutscould streteh to the
company’s headquarters in
Chicago and to distribution cen-
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"FPairt't unny’

Mayor Wis3erh (gs'r?t/think the

| Phony Express. logo is very

‘“‘phunny.” _
The logo, which appeared in the
Friday Gazette, shows a resolute

'Pony Express. rider clenching a
.’ bundle. of_flowers while mounted
| on astick horse, It is the symbol of

YOUTH Inc., an exXperimental
business for young - beople spon-
sored by the state department of
alcohol and drug abuse. |

Both the newspaper and the cop-
poration will soon receive formal
notice of the criticism in letters
from the mayor’s office.

“It’s all been handled very tas-
telessly,” Wiser said. <“I think the
paper handled it very poorly.

“And I can’t imagine anyone in
their right mind making such an
attack on the single-most impor-
tant symbol this city has.”

A spokesman responded that he
did not feel the logo was in poor
taste. The project official, howev-
er, refused further comment until
discussion of the matter with pro-

gram supervisors,
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‘TIMELY' OBSERVATIONS

ST. JOSEPH NEWS-PRESS
Page 4A, Thursday, january 22, 1987

IR
FREDERICK W. & N
SLATER

THE COMING SHUTDOWN OF BAKING OP-
ERATIONS at Colonial Bakeries — originally
Cripe Baking Co. — recalled to some the days
where there were more than 30 bakeries in St.
Joseph. The vast majority of those bakeries, 50
and more years ago, were Mom and Pop affairs.
Some of those names were Bellon, Bergman,
Binswanger, . Burnstein, Carpenter, Danbach,
Dycus, Fiedler’s, Filkovich, Herman, Houston,
Kallauner, Kunzelman, Mueller, Pinger, Riffer,
Schinze, Shambarger, Stephan, Stumpf, Staedtler,
Vavra, Vogelman, Wank, Witt and Woellner.
THE ONE we knew most about was Fred Step-
han’s bakery on the east side of North 11th Street,
halfway between Powell and Corby streets. Fred
and his wife and their family lived upstairs in the
two-story frame structure and the bakery was on
the first floor — with a bell that jangled when a
customer opened the door. Mrs. Stephan usually
waited on customers though at times Fred, with a
liberal dusting of flour on his baker’s garb, would
do counter duty. _
On the north side of the building was, at times, a
great stack of cord wood, with pieces approxi-
mately three to four feet long, waiting to be
burned in the baker’s oven. The woodpile would
80 down week by week and then be built up again
%.a new load of fuel arrived.
& “SIDES SELLING HUGE DOUGHNUTS for a
/ “dozen and snails for a dime a dozen, the
4 Cfered bread, which was unsliced, as
dection of tasty pies and cakes and
€re was a candy counter which fea-
4y candy, including chocolate covered

Small bakeries
make come-back

pean{xts which Mrs. Stephan would count out ten.
for a penny, one-cent jawbreakers, nickel candy
bars and licorice whips.

OUTSIDE WAS A CAST IRON FOUNTAIN
which had a horse watering trough on the cobb-
lestone gutter street side and a water spout for
humans — mostly small boys — on the sidewalk
side. At times, the fountain would be covered with
a wonderful green moss which did not deter either
boys or horses from drinking the cool water. In
early winters, when someone would forget to turn
off the water on a chilly night, the fountain would
become a miniature ice mountain by morning as
the water continued to flow — and freeze in fan-
tastic shapes.

Of course, if one wanted rye bread, he could
walk over to North Third Street to Fischer’s
Bakery or go down to Burnstein’s on South Eighth
Street for pumpernickel. Grocery stores carried
bread, usually baked by the larger bakeries. Many
of the unsliced and unwrapped loaves carried a
small paper stamp, the indication it had been
baked by union bakers.

SOME BAKERIES, such as Mueller’s on Fred-
erick Avenue and Fiedler’s, downtown, specialized
in cakes as well as other pastries. :

But the closing of Colonial may be a shot in the
arm to smaller bakeries such as Bee Wayne’s,
Baby Cakes, B & D’s, Sugar Shack, Jerre Anne’s
and a host of doughnut shops. People who want St.
Joseph-baked pastry, bread, cake, pies and cookies
have kept and will keep those places going — and
sometimes selling out before the end of the day.
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but the Stockyards lives on ke
The stockyards '
opened for 3
business at By SUSAN MIRES paltry, however, to those who re-
the present susanm @npgco.com > nm-ﬂ.": member the heyday of the stock-
location St. Joseph News-Press q yards in the middle of this cen-
‘ tury.
1894 With sights and sounds and an “There is no comparison now
The stockyards atmosphere all its own, the St. to what it was way back when I

purchased the

Joseph Stockyards functioned

started,” said Dale Wheeler, who

failed Moran for years like an independent took his first job at the stock-
Packing Plant city. yards in 1958 and retired this
and leased: it The Stockyards Exchange spring. During those 41 years in
to Swift & Co. Building boasted its own post of- the cattle yards, he witnessed a
fice, telegraph office, bank and marked decrease in the amount
1897 restaurant. The stockyards, and of livestock moving through St.
Swift & Co. the meat packing industry that . to the Sfeckvalds i Joseph.
became went with it, even gave rise to its Mm%% omgm ! % SRSl % L am ,ms “It didn’t drop off all at once. It
majority own suburb in South St. Joseph. 7+ ,MH,Ms w Nc%m purchased DY  jyst kind of declined through the
owner of the Like any city, the history of mﬂm wﬂ mmﬁmﬂ:nmm.s Stock. Years” Mr. Wheeler noted.
stockyards the stockyards is marked by pe- m ,m—x m.n " =En ﬂwﬂo t.  Butbeforelocal packing plants’
riods of booming trade and phe- Y2~ mm %H.mmm M.msswwm Hﬂawwwm " closed and before farmers mar-
1898 nomenal growth, followed by dis- Em Fe %H. cattle ﬁs oug Ncom Y keted livestock direct to proces-
Original appointing setbacks and finding S2:¢S. Juring t M Mﬁz m_h a8 sors, the St. Joseph Stockyards
Exchange new ways to survive. Emﬁ%@mm mbooﬂrmw .oewmﬁ m mﬂm was one of the busiest places in
Building on “You've got to find your niche. 89% oﬂ Sa°€ mﬂn Hm g mM " the Midwest.
Missouri You cannot fight trends and sur- Www mm o Qmo mas mm m AISLLEr
Avenue vive,” said Ed Czerwien, current (085, I6€Cer DIgS ana Sneep. ‘ The
destroyed by stockyards manager. Mr. Czer- Today’s trade volume seems Please see The decline/Page C3  pen
. fire [
1899 ® o
== Meatpacking brought jobs {0 S0
Building built
2 HMMM% By SUSAN MIRES from the Missouri River and Lake Contrary  physically separated fi
: : susanm@npgco.com for the packing houses. city In fact, it was oris
was the fifth St. Joseph News-Press When three companies — Swift & Co., George or Georgetown.
largest i Nelson Morris & Co. and H d Pack. At int, th
, elson Morris & Co. and Hammond Pac one point, the
livestock The St. Joseph Stockyards wasnotonlya ing — opened large packing plants in St. plants, which were we
market in the world of its own, it helped create a portionof ~ Joseph, the people celebrated for three days  covered 83 acres and e
Uu.s. the city. in May 1898. ers.
In the heart of farm country, St. Joseph Most of the plants’ first workers were “If you wanted a ji
] 1989 seemed destined to become a livestock and from Eastern Europe, where they had across the tracks to
Stockyards meat packing center. As early as the 1840s, learned how to make sausages and other and if you did your ]
purchased by reports of large hog and beef slaughters fancy meats. Many of the workers lived in  job your whole life,
United Market were recorded. houses built by the packing companies in Crockett, Western
Stockyards In 1880, 25,000 tons of ice was chopped South St. Joseph, an area culturally and sioner for Buchanan

Keep your fingers crossed and eat your cer

hame on you. You haven’t that most of those to the community, the great gap-  plants, ranking the neediest

been eating your Toasted cuts will come ing hole such an empty plant S.Dmm first:
\J\l.;?m..._ xraavre Wine Titn Frrnvm tha )31044 oo txrall Tanaxra = 1 MaseriTla T11 o AArren 4l oo

wmmﬁ 0T AFANALIAS ‘AVANOS

Qmﬂhummdimv\mwm—?ﬁmpm—




Aunt

No-/2 2.7
any people in §t.
Joseph will be; shacked
when they réad “Slave
in a Box,” subtitled..
“The Strange Career
of Aunt Jemima.” The
book pubhshed by the University Press
of Virginia, Charlottesville and Lon-
don, was written by Maurice M. Man-
ring, director of media relations at the
University of Missouri- Columbla

The shockmg news?

® The orlgmal Aunt Jemlma 'waF,a

- man., ..

@ Au;nt Je;rm—
ma is ra'elst:ahd
her image belat
tles black . .. .
‘women.

® Aunt Jeml
ma is sexist, "
making women
kitchen slaves

‘ Fred S ater ‘

Timely Observations who are eXp101t-
| Emeritus | ed by males. -
The beok i+

states the entire Aunt Jemima. legend is
advertlslng baloney. That was-not g
surprise, as many have known for:
years that the legend was a very suc
cessful advertising gimmick. -

The first three points will be consid-,
ered heresy by many St. Joseph resi-
dents, most of :whom think of . Aunt
Jemlma asa manufacturmg plant.”
named after a kindly black woman, a
plant that for more than a century has
been a major St. Joseph employer, pour-
ing millions of dollars in salaries and
grain purchases each year into our:
economy.

Even though Quaker Oats, .which,
bought the Aunt Jemima f1rm some 75
years ago, is shuttmg down its St.
Joseph plant in a year and a- ‘half, Aunt
Jemima remains a eolorful symbol of a
blend of Southern hospitality and’ good
cooking with Yankee manufacturlng,
promotion and success.

But Mr: Manring’s book deals more
with socio-cultural matters, not with
actual manufacturine althanoh ha

J emlma started here

Mr. Rutt, seeking a catchy name for
the product, latched onto the: mname
“Aunt Jemima,” after he saw a'Baker &
Farrel m1nstre1 show in which a white
man, in blackface and dressed asa

"Negro nanny, was a key performer, A

caricature of Aunt Jémima went on the
one-pound paper bags in which the mix
was sold, and the name clicked. Aunt
Jemima became “the” pancake flour.

In essence, the new book shows Chris
Rutt selected the name, and Purd
Wright created thelegend dbotit the ™
Southern cook who worked for a
Colonel Higbee on Rosemont a
Lou1s1ana plantation. Newell Convers
Wyeth, noted illustrator — father of
Andrew Wyeth and grandfather of

-James Wyeth, both famous Pennsylva-
-nia/Delaware artists, and William - .

Webb Young, a genius at the Walter 31
Thompson advertising agency —
fleshed out the legend and provided the
artwork that made Aunt Jemima the
nation’s best known black woman —
perhaps best known woman of her
time,

In the 1890s, the firm’s first Aunt
Jemima was Nancy Greene, who had
actually been a slave. She was a major
hit at the Chicago Columbian Exposi-
tion of 1893 as she flipped a million
pancakes and told tales. Later, the St.
Joseph firm had 350-pound Anna
Robinson who toured the country In
post World War II days, the Quaker
firm used several black women at the
same time to visit fairs and other pro-
motional events.

Over the years, the picture on the
pancake box changed until today Aunt
Jemima appears as an attractive, smil-
ing light-colored woman — minus a
bandanna.

When civil rights became popular,
Aunt Jemima became a llghtnlng rod
for protests. As the author notes in his
book Cyril V. Briggs, publisher of a
black magazine, initiated the attack as
he termed Aunt Jemima “an insult” to
blacks and black women.

Tin N admn~mn 4l AT_a2__. .1 2

(W4
When civil rights
became popular, Aunt

Jemima became a light-
ning rod for protests.

29

Jemlma promotion resulted in the firm
recelvmg thousands of requests for
lithegraphed cloth that was used to
make stuffed dolls; Aunt Jemima, Uncle
Moses — that was her husband — and

‘Diana and Wade, their children. As Mr.

Manring says, those dolls could be cud-
dled, dropped, thrown and sat on and
would still turn up good as “new.”

Where are the pamtlngs Mr. Wyeth
made that were used in the advertis-
ing? For years, until civil rlghts came
along, the works of art were in the
lobby of the Quaker Oats office on
South 11th Street in St. Joseph.
Answer: Now they are in storage in St.
Joseph — and probably pretty valuable
as are other works by N.C. Wyeth who
is-famous for his illustrations in “The
Last of the Mohicans.”

The paintings depicted “A Gray

Morn,” the burning of the steam boat

Emily Duncan with Aunt Jemima serv-
ing pancakes to the survivors; Jemi-
ma’s goodbye to the Old Plantatlon
before leaving for St. Joseph where she
would be paid in gold for her recipe
and show Northeners how to make pan-
cake flour, Aunt Jemima at the 1893
World Fair, and guests dropping in for !
pancakes. One was titled, “The Cook
whose Cabin Became More Famous

_than Uncle Tom’s.”

Mr. Manring, who hails from nearby

‘Albany, Mo., and who spent three years

researchlng and writing his book,
summed things up best when he con-
cluded, “Aunt Jemima lives on because

whith Amaninnna Hlra hacrisas



B4’ St. JosepH (Mo.) NEws-PRESs

to many in St. Joseph

Continued from Page B1

The settlers organized a
Catholic congregation in 1883, and
after purchasing the home of Mr.
Hall at 20th and Messanie streets,
converted it into a church called
SS. Peter and Paul.

They even changed the name
of the street the church sat on.

“Anybody doubting they came
from Poland only has to see that
the only street not numbered is
Warsaw Avenue, and that’s the
Polish capitol,” said Mr. Chilcote.

Many businesses thrived in
the area for several years and
became well-known fixtures of
the community and of the city.
Many folks today can still
remember such Goosetown
icons as: The Plaza Theatre,
Mackievicz Grocery, Mull Bar-
bershop, Harold’s Tavern, L & M
Tavern, Old Maid’s and Rezac
Hardware and Rental store,

“I still remember when the
old electric street cars used to
run up and down this street,”
Mr. Harris said,

Today, new businesses like
Fred’s Barber and Beauty Shop,
Merritt’s Office Systems and
Acme Music Company call

Goosetown home. No one owns
any geese in'the area anymore,
and it’s a melting pot of many
racial and ethnic groups.

“When I was a kid, lots of Pol-
ish people were still there, and
they raised geese,” Mr: Chilcote
said.

“But as families got older, the
yourniger generations moved
elsewhere. There was no longer
any allegiance or reason to stay
in the community.”

Mr. Harris himself even
thought about leaving Goose-
town once. But like the neigh-
borhood, he too has persevered.

“When long hair came in, I
didn’t want to learn how to cut
long hair and do hair styling;

-and I about went broke, so I got

a part-time job at Wonder

‘Bread,” he said.

“Now the styles are going
back to spikes and flattops, and
I'm back in business.”

Tales of the Midland Empire is pub-
lished weekly. If you know an unusu-
al story, unusual bits of history or an
unusual person in the area, call
Alonzo Weston at 271-8574 (800)
779-6397 or email him at alon-
zZow@npgceo.com.

Goosetown still home
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Grocery store owner enjoys ven

Special to The Telegraph
by Harrison Hartley

After 51 years in the neighborhood
grocery business — a business he
never intended to get into in the first
place — nothing about Ben Rich has
dulled or dimmed. He still treats each
customer with the same courtesy you
might expect from a family member,
and maybe, in some way, Ben’s custo-
mers are members of his family.

The eldest of three brothers, Ben’s
parents, Jake and Jennie Rich, came
to St. Joseph from Smolensk, a city
of around 200,000 some 225 miles
southwest of Moscow. They may have
picked St. Joseph because Smolensk
is also ariver city, being near the head-
waters of the great Dnieper which
flows 1,420 miles into the Black Sea.
The family first lived at Ninth and
Patee (where Ben was probably born),
but shortly took up residence above
the grocery store they managed at
1006 South 10th (now the Blue Town
Tavern, and the house in which Ben’s
brothers were born).

Of his childhood, Ben remembers
playing with neighbor girls Duffa and
Delma Smith who lived next door in

a double tenement.. He also remem-
bers some of the effects of the depres-
sion. “In those days, there was a big
fountain in front of Patee Hall and
Jake Rosenthal and I used to go and
sit under it. We’d put out some bread
crumbs or something and the pigeons
would come and we’d reach out and
catch em and take em to Jake’s barn.
Then we’d feed *em and they always
came back! Sometimes we’d sell
those birds — for about a nickel
apiece, I think — for people to eat.
Times were hard back then.”

There has never been a time when
Ben wasn’t at work, one way or
another. At 12, he landed a job at Ma-
goon’s Delicatessen where he could
not get a vacation. “I'd been working
for Ben Magoon for about four years
and hadn’t had any time off, so I asked
fora vacation,” Ben explains, “and he
said, “You know what a vacation
means?’ I said ‘No,’ and he said, ‘It’s
a way of telling someone you can do
without them and I can’t do without
you,” so I didn’t get the vacation.”

World War II was no vacation for
Ben either. He had fallen in love with
a beautiful young lady named Lillian
Friedman, whose parents, Dave and
Esther, ran a grocery on the northwest

Ben Rich’s neighborhood store presented this front in the late 1!

corner of 19th and Mitchell. They
were married July 2, 1944, and on the
Tth, as a Forward Observer for the ar-
tillery, Ben shipped out for France and
a tour which would include The Battle
of the Bulge with Patton’s 3rd Army.
“I told Lil when I left, ‘Goodbye,

Dear. I'll see you next year,”” Ben re-
BIEWINE L.

p
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calls, “and when our division
back and landed in Boston on th
of June, 1945, I called her an
her meet me in St. Louis on m)
west to my new post. We met
was the 2nd of July!”
Returning to St. Joseph, B¢
Lil intended to go on to Colorad
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Gary Harris has been a barber at 2201 Lafayette
St., the area of the city that used to be known as

Goosetown, for the past 33 years. Getting a hair-
cut is Herb Ellis of St. Joseph.

Many still call Goosetown home

Settled by Polish, portion
of town now melting pot

/=20 - 2000

By ALONZO WESTON
alonzow @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

Not much has changed about
Gary’s Barber Shop since Gary Har-
ris opened up at 2201 Lafayette St.,
33 years ago. He still has three’
chairs. He still has the huge mirror
with the ball caps and 33 years of

who knnwe what all nan ite chalf Ha

explained Gary Chilcote, curator of
the Patee House Museum. “It’s
characterized by lots of little shot-
gun houses with the idea being if
you’d stand in the front door of the
house and fire a shotgun (the pel-
lets) would go right through the
house out the back door. It’s many
little houses built on very small
lots.”

Goosetown’s origins are obscure,
but St. Joseph historian Sheridan
Logan believes it was founded in
the late 1880s after the death of

thoan Micenniri anvrarnnr WH1l Pra.
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a meat-packing town

By TERRY RAFFENSPERGER

Business Editor

St. Joseph was well positioned
in the mid-19th century to become
a livestock and meat-packing cen-
ter. The city was strategically lo-
cated between the range to the
west and the hungry populations
to the east.

- The Hannibal and St. Joseph
Railroad, built between 1857 and
1859, helped  St. Joseph become
more accessible to the east.

But a decade before that, in the
late 1840s, with the Gold Rush in
California, St. Joseph found itself
as the jumping off point for for-
tune seekers and pioneers. And
the city became a major supplier
for them and the emigrants head-
ing west along the Oregon and
Santa Fe trails. Those heading
west bought their supplies here,
including meat products — most-
ly cured pork.

First plant

John Corby established the
first pork packing house in 1846
and in the next few years a num-
ber of others followed. They were
located close to the riverfront
near what is now the downtown
area. The massive growth of the
industry and shift to the city’s
South Side would not occur until
the stockyards were oosmﬁwzﬁmm
about 40 years later.

By 1861, records mgé there

That plant, which opened in
1898, was described at the time as
“one of the largest, most complete
and most modern packing houses
in the world.”

Encouraged by Swift’s pres-
ence, other major packers moved
to St. Joseph. Nelson Morris &
Co. built a plant in 1897 and Ham-
mond Packing Co. built a plant
that employed 1,000 in 1899. Ham-
mond was later purchased by
Armour & Co., in 1912. Armour
and Swift would go on to domi-
nate the packing industry in St.
Joseph for the next 60 years.

By 1915, Krug Packing and
Hoefer Packing were the only two
packing houses not located in the
stockyards area. Also at the
stockyards, besides Swift and
Armour, were Nelson Morris and
Viles & Robbins.

The Dugdale Packing Co.
opened a new plant in 1932 on
South 11th Street, just south of
where Quaker Qats now operates.
Today, the city’s only remaining
meat packing company, Seitz
Foods, traces its origins back to
1936. The company’s current fa- .
cility, at Lower Lake Road and
Packers Avenue, was built in 1957.

During its heyday, from World
War I to the 1950s, the meat pack-
ing houses employed about 3,500
people in St. Joseph. St. J Ommcr
was the fifth largest livestock
market in the nation. But in the
1960s, the industry began to

O>._.._._|m WALK

In this 1980s photo, the Stock Yards Exchange Building towe
background as buyers and sellers walk above the pens at t
themselves. The meat packing business, centered in the cit

&mﬁmﬁ%ﬁm operation. Seitz con-
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Carter Hughes & Co., James
Hamilicn Jr. and Pinger &

Hauck. By 1880, there were pork
slaughtering operations run by .
_ the Hax Brothers, David Pinger &

Co., Valley Packing Co., the
Connett Brothers, O.E. Smith

_ Packing Co. and the Henry Krug

Packing Co. .
The South Side stockyards
opened in 1887 on 440 acres of
land, and its owners donated 80
_ acres for meat packers to build
plants. The focus of the meat
packing industry moved south,
where it would expand into a
leading source of revenue and
employment for St. Joseph.

The first packing plant to open

at the stockyards was Anchor

Packing, in 1891. It was soon fol-

lowed by John Moran Packing

Co. in 1892. Moran only survived
two years but then one of the first

packing house industry giants,
Swift & Co. of Chicago, came to

town and leased the Moran plant.
Swift also purchased controlling

interest in the stockyards and
began building its own massive
packing plant.

nation’s highway system made it
easier to transport cattle by
trucks. That cut down on reliance
upon railroads and helped dece-
ntralize the industry.

Union vs. management

There was considerable labor-
management strife in the local in-
dustry in the 1950s. Workers with
years of seniority built up high
wage rates. The old packing !
houses could not compete in price;
or production with new plants
and their new mechanized equip-
ment. Consolidation of the in-
dustry and mergers left the in-
dustry in the hands of just a
handful of major players.

Swift began to phase down its
operation here in the 1966, and by
1970 it was closed. Swift officials
said the plant was too old and
costly to maintain, and rehabili-
tating it could not be financially
justified.

Armour closed its sheep
slaughtering here in 1972 and the
next year ended beef slaughter- .
ing. Dugdale shut its doors in 197, |
and that samie year Seitz ended it

“
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Soda pop syrup was mixed in 20-gallon self-emptying D 0 w

jars. Shdwing them are Delbert Harvey (left) and Steve
Culver, Midland Bottling Co. officials.
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This trim looking equipment, which no longer is in place, bottled
the soda water in the old Fuelling plant, later the Midland plant. The
picture was made from an old photograph.

to the last bottle
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Fuelling’s |
Plant Sold
to Harvey

Assets of Louis Fuelling and
Sons, Inc., have been purchased by
Lyle Harvey of St. Joseph, who will
operate the bottling plant at Dewey
avenue and Franklin streets. The
name will be changed to Midland
Bottling Co.

Joseph F. Harris, president ef
Louis Fuelling and Sons, Inc., will
wind up the affsirs of that com-
pany and the Fuelling estate. ..

.Fuelling's bottling works wag
founded in 1855 by Albert Andriano,
who came here from Mannheim-
Baden, Germany. His son, Joséph,
taok over the management, formed
a parinership withy Louis Fuelling,
and #old the latter completa otntrol
it 1871. The business is believed
to-be the oldest continuously oper-
ated bottling works in the country.

Mr. Harris became president last
year when Harry A. Miller sold-his
stéck in the company.

The new owner of the bottling-
works will handle the same prod-
ucts: Kist flavors, B-1, Dr. Pepper
and Squirt, all of which are bottled
in the plant. The business is fran-
chised in Doniphan and Atchison
couiities in Kansas and. Atchison,
Holt, Andrew, Nodaway, Worth,
Gentry, De Kalb, Clinton and By-
chanan counties in Missouri. Dale’
Hunt, who has been with the busi-
ness 35 years, will continue to
serve as production manager.

Mr. Harvey is a natjve of St.
Joseph and a graduate of Lafayetté
ngh School. From 1943 to 19852
he had the International Harvester
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se-drawn buses leave their station 100 years ago.

When the Qgggs were pulled by horses

By FREDERICK W. SLATER -
Staff Writer .

Most people, if asked, would say that St.
Joseph’s bus system dates back to the mid-1920s,
when buses began to replace electric trolleycars.

But actually, St. Joseph had buses even before
it had electric-powered sireetcars.

That fact came to light recently when banking
executive Robert Keatley gave an old photograph
— one at least a century old — to George Heckel
Jr., retired savings and loan executive and local
historian.

The photograph, mellowed to a brownish hue by

time, shows a sizable brick stable with a sign,
““St. Joseph Bus Co.”” above the entrance.
Emerging through the large doorway is one. bus,
drawn by four horses, while two similar vehicles,
smaller and drawn by two horses, are in front of
the building.

While the location of the building is not given, it
is, if histories are correct, the brick stable which
Joseph A. Piner built near Eighth and Olive
streets in 1880, or.an earlier one he erected in 1868
near Eighth and Mary streets.

Piner, who also was mayor, headed the St.
Joseph Omnibus Co. ‘‘Omnibus’’ was Latin

meaning ‘‘for all,”” and evidently it was shortened
to ““bus’’ by the owner and the public.

But Piner did not have a monopoly on transpor-
tation. :

City directories of the period showed three
other companies, all operating horse-drawn vehi-
cles, in the city. They were the Citizens United
Railway, St. Joseph & Lake Narrow Gauge Co.,
and the St. Joseph Herdic Coach Co. :

Piner did have the contract to haul mail from
the post office to all trains and, according to one
history, the letters were carried in ‘“‘an ele-
mail wagon.”’
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Spring fury

Killer twisters

take heavy toll

Page 3A

Weather Forecast:

Flash flood watch.

(Complete Forecast
on Page 2A)
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levator blast Taste treat

Ham traditional
for holiday feas.f:

Explosion injures

K.C. grain workers
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Page 5A , Page 1D

Yy EVENING, APRIL 11, 1979 6O PAGES  secrions 15¢

Housing bias hold

WASHINGTON (AP) — A new study combatting discrimination. The study pointed to the Veterans
said today the federal government has <“Their programs are large'ly Administration as doing a poor job of
failed to eliminate housing  complaint-oriented and ad hoc, despite  handling complaints and said “there is
discrimination for three reasons: the the fact that few victims of housing considerable evidence that minorities
law has no teeth; the agencies charged  discrimination file complaints or are applying for loans from VA do not
with enforcement have t0o liftle  even aware that their rights have been receive as favorable treatment as non-

mogey, aéld the job they have done is  violated,” the study said. minorities.”

inadequate. . . ) " And it added that in the absence of a : :
“‘Housmgdlscnmmatlog, remains strong example of enforcement and Sorg]: I',Irgsitslg ehDO&%%I;}trr‘nent RSNy
widespread in this country,” the U.S.  guidance from the two departments, Its housing and credit section “‘ha
Civil Rights Commission said in a 235-  other federal agencies with fair hous- consistently been successful in its efi
page report that rained its heaviest  ing responsibilities “‘have also been forts to obtain relief in fair housin
blows on the Department of Housing jpetfective in carrying out their du- cases,” the report said. “In the entirﬁ
and Urban Development. ties.” course of its existence, the section ha
“““When HUD finds discrimination  The report criticized HUD and Jus-  lost, on the merits, only two cases.”
and attempts to conciliate a resolution, tice for not strenuously seeking more But the study said that section if
the department 18 successful only imoney for enforcement. hampered by its small size.

about half the time,” the study says. " “Even when all other fair housing «As the sole federal .entit;

“If respondents do not agree to  programs and agencies are included,  gspecifically assigned (fair housing
HUD’s proposals in conciliation, the the federal fair housing budget is only  enforcement responsibility, the sectio
il probability of further action is low; $17.4 million,” the study said. needs to be able to bring considerabl
il only 10 percent of the cases HUD cabe ‘:Comparing this figure With the  more litigation than the slightly mor
not conciliate are referred to the more than $300 million which the than 300 cases it has brought to date.

B Department of Justice and few. of those government currently spends on the :
| cases are pursued.” . enforcement of equal employment The report also said the section hé
ses are Pursier-  .i4 neither HUD  laws. it is clear that the government initiated relatively few cases “invol!
- B e A imo icenes such as mortgage and i



L0O(J Uapoo
0 7 e pue
do : 3 990
0 eN.Igo
3
Op 0} 9.8 Op SOUWIO
sanquio JAD D
2 O Ue 2 J
doso
JATY UO
3 0 MOU 9AD
36 e0d AELIT
e padrlsl 3Inquio
PIES 9 3 2
d 03 )¢ 0
nale ® 2 MTE SAR
e JO 1BVl S D
DU 9J°¥ 0

J P Q O o
2 N93ad g
pue pPa ap 3
PO d 3 oqe g) d
D qo 33
ey 3.Ing 00 I 23 PO
3 z 01( 3 .13
A0 0 R 0
3 uIe IPUS
PJILOJ
g A0 O C
peoY 0 3
3 q
0 0 eaA PPE pue J9
0 J3 0 at[] 0JU0 PO
3 e I0] Op A9
roq O a1doad Z pIE
Op T O
2 <
=Y ALEL od Z L
0S 3310 DY 028dU B 0
DeaI0 L) U U

Jw.




® A
»
DCa
Raffensperge
B y
O
{ ‘I. .I I.
. "
= & - .
c A0 0
a a D€
e aga
E cda & A
pped O anad
astored to Fe
Cd O
e CO pleted
eld
g now drag
oug
O d ieave C
O arc
e Qo
PDrosSpe 0f a Lo
and cve Ore
aQ o
5 qQ
O
o kev date
DE = O
proje an ge
T Cl
Propie
pleted O o
.‘ . a
ere O a D




SUNDAY, JANUARY 16, 1994

BOTTO
0 ‘;.

ors Pa 0
D 0 onfort Po
e ble fo S do
e Nog pro gp
0Sep
e compa d g 0
ph 1 Ot econo
3 able” but de ed to
D 3 a g
ase ped o 050 job
0 o0
atio ood comp ppa
2 as found a po proce
g pla e 0 tha 0
0 apie. ConAgra 3
0 ed ee g ad
gned 0 2 O Pa
O O acq e a 20 pe
2 2 PO and
PO pla 2 0













-
I
i’
; ' "
"_
s
§-" L4p
. "1
r - .=
o1 d \l'l .
.
o .

‘Melon-raiser Russell Forbes, with his dog, ‘Scotty’

Customers come from far and wide
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—Staff photo by Jean Shifrin




th

lr\




B ALDROF 0 € poured 10 e al enterprise, atte
s 0 ) 9, O
aze ali Reporte ese od ployed oD ob 3
2 ' - 0 o 0 a
S a 0 d 00 d 2 2 0 aing o
O 0 ' ) A R P V)
0da d and 0 AL 0 a ¢ a Pra
"a 0 A
bopula expa 0 0 d 0 ) e 0 a 620 0 PO
0 are being ewed | eraged $ o $20 a ee g ae 0
and elerated to D o ano 0 oved 0 0f £00
= and 0 040
o ollo ea 0 ard
AcE ore o
< », o at
a5 eve as a pee > 0 a a
ave e ompiled 0 David
0 pa a 0Se enlarg ompa D
0 assoclate pianner o e i .
0 al a e X pl1Oo g 0 a
a 0 2 g Dire . -
0Sep ea pegan as ea 7 2 3 0 g and
0 0 A. D 2
99 e record dicate a al p
) i o 3 e up 3 varie
s a 0 osep 00100 oon 2 0 and
of ogeta 0 e ed
and ading e e ope 0
osepn € 0 onnectio 0
dia D 34 e populatlo
estdentia and e
00 pe
. ) G1€ O ' at
0 0
0 peg e gata AMme 0
5 pop poomea 1o
osSepi econo biossomed D e ated 0 al Atla x
{ 0Ca d ded 2
Q )
0 3 e of b a 0 0 .
a addle and
o 0 D o
( a 2 al outp 0f  pup 0 A P
s op 5 parp
prod amo g {0 3 a ectio 4 D 0
o $12,000,000 Y 3
A 0 ' O 0o P
orand fotal ¢ a d D 5 0 0 ded O 2
demand 0
o o ap
ago 0 3 2
C 0 0 arie
o oD aE
0 acKe ba
one a acto one
0 one soap racto
O acto
proauced e
- O ')
e one anne
pla 0 boot and
a a 5 0
aClorie one pio acto
O o o 2
& d 0 DO
0N€ DIroo acto one
g 0 ard
a ace a 0 N
o othe h g
0 d E PIrog
0 probab ould
0D 0 (One 0 A







R ave
A bar of the
O P e building o
€a 10 e op Ballroo
pecarme 1a 0 0 h
band sound ope are
5 a ne ame, a ne g
ageme and ew bea ore g
0 oa (13 g eve a 5
or a ha 8 e 0g
a @ nlace to be OO 0
€ 0 attracted patro
0 2 a Omaha one
andg DO he op -
oug g biggest a
a 0 and buse > g peop
0 ansa 0 0Sen
Or a g 0 e wooden da
00 ere no 0 0
: : 0 WO
cl O e a 0 0 e ba 00
ecailed A e spot to g
€ D1g dand ould neve
dance e ] ore e floo
d G < OW(Q end 3
Ere wa DINe good da g
Alother da e oria
d pcalieqd e o pave
€ CE § are gone no D A
ong 3a o did ange
dance riog g0 ba
best place
onig e Belt Ballroo
open o 0 Be g 5 e
a ce S, ding 9
0 ed z 0g oD 64
e Be g - A ding 3
a 10 € 0g op
opened 0 g oseph o
€ ea g 928. Prohib
0 Ep = 0g op 0 e
0 ampag > g h
Ore A D00 patro owded
0 e 0J 00 0 g e O
= oda pop and ice
D g the ne e ome o
C 01gge ame ame to

0 bypa g Kansa
Or a gig a e Op 0D o
ded e g 0 o ea

€ ombardo, a 3 3
Be 00dma3 Dorse
d La ance We
e D3 00 as de oved b
€ 94 eopened ¢ e same
0 o ne ear, but a seco N
(€ oved e piace Q
Cd ale € 0g op
A e D3 0 e e Be g
ay buniaing as b as a
garage ana converted to a
0atiroo ea g tor 900 and 3
Ga € 1100 0 a A & d
< € 0g Op appealea {0 pa
. al lastes ranging
0 0D : 0 Do 0
d ea 2 08 oD pase
expired, and e 0 e are said to
D€ 100KINg 10r a place to reopen. B
eve P cse grandfathe
2 e Be ghway ballroo
a onverted e place to a d 0
€mpo Oug € nopes to pro
(€ ore an d 0
€ anged 0 3 g o
ala Or exampie e added 3
< D a ana lig g e and
¢ a new bag and and gg o
: € aance 1loo olid
0 alld D Al o ould
0 3 g ome big-bDand combos to
E 04 00 a ell as othe d
O a
O e 0 e have 3
2000 3 osphere 0 qid
e dog ope at 8:30 to
5 anda ome ave to
pay a $1.50 cove arge
: going o 0
0 e sald ope the
g€ ome Dbig bpandg ore
Oug 2 2 ou ge e gla
0 0 e Ea and @ 03
g ere : dwe




5 ROB DA
ob d @npgco.ca
osep 4 Pre
enda Re pe 0o
0 g for a ame Op
osep pa 2 e Ia
g dre e had died
and as a good 3 0
ere and
B ea e decided
ope er o op, and ha pe
ea e e £a enova
a home preparatio Or Ope€
g he ame op called 3
OWe e opened abo
0 ago, b
o to ge
2 ord 0
abo 2 ore
enjo 3
do
Re ald
akes a e to
ge g ord o
abo 2 op
B I
3
ed - some o e bungalo
e home act eleme
display area 0 e op
00 are displa 00
g one 00dwWO and
ante g pped and re
ed e displa 00
3 ome a 0 0 3
alread amed, b opes to wo
e a 0 ore 0 3
g and crea g shadow boxe

de 2 ge
0 oTe
O & Op
4p ome 2
and ey do
A e ch
00 ome g
3 (0 6
PIone pDe
alonme
d g ava
open b d-Ja
A a O 2
Brea e/Taco
Be ombinatio
0 ollo
oon after, accord
0
Ad ato
D Oy
3
er said
s ed the o
0 esday and
arge o e pro
as poured and
as le b 3
ould be ope
ooting for a late
b e I's eld
or said o
be 3 and
e d d D1a are

0
d Brea
aevelope
ee a lot
0Ce ore
guare
0 ave
econo de
ad seve
erested
ero eco
Dd
ding are 3
z ore
aid ost O
ed 3
o have co
c oe
- -
Da a




i
L
—in
{

-

|

A
'




e e =

. |

==
W e —
:

e

T
1=
Te e

e
I ——
I
1l

|
u e __ "_..f.””__ -
H e G| Ly

]
- o — = it —— - - e
1 e s =S
e e e
= = S ————— T —s
v
B e —
e
- ——— e ——







