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SMITHSON!AN INSTITUTION\ NG
UNITED STATES NATlONAL MUSEUM e
WASHINGTON D. c .‘ 20560 o

f Jamw.ry 5. 1967

Mry "'l"ett"s'ﬁipcee: b
.3622 ‘Ruseell Road .
Kanea.s City. Moo 64117 go R

’Dear Mett..‘. g

gk L9 '.l'hank you for your 1etter o:f Decem‘ber 29, with its add tional
.,’bechground materiel on the King's Hill operations, The mors I: 1earn :
~about the site, the more interseting and . significant it seems to- be,
I 've seen nonme of the pottery, but I Judge that it ie pretty good .
stuff; I shall be great.y interested to seo how it compares _with the
_\B‘anning wares. . A S e =, ¢ by -,

B 3 don't know whether 1t will ‘ever be possible to demonetrate

that King's Hill is Kansa; but if the trade stuff is distinctive enough
to be identifiable and datable within a reasonably tight- time ‘span, the
documentary reoord should certainly be re~sxamined very closely for all
possiblo leads to the tribes resident in the Blacksnske Hills| 1ocality,.¥'r
at that time level, Chouteau's 1816’ description of the former Kansa '\
'territory. including lands east of the Missouri, makes sense in tems '
‘of the easterly origin of the tri‘bc end its long residence on the . -
?prairie--aoodland margine It seems to me entirely possible that Kanss.
movemants to their earliest recorded historic locations could have-
:;involved both banks of- the Miesonri River.\ rather than exclusively”
:one or the other. o : \ iy o

King's Hill points ap- the importance of further and. wider ol
exploration for Oneota sites in the Missouri drainage within a’ radins e
‘of 50 or 75 miles around St. Joseph.  If Leary is anywhere near as.
2 _arly as the radiocarbon dates suggest, this and the occurrence of
t’rads goods at Fanning and King's Hill suvgsest a fairly long period

f use. by Oneota peoples of this locality; and. there may be other -
feitea ‘that would help £111 in the apparent time gaps that still. con-
vfront us in our reconstructiops here, Whether several tribes were.
:invclvsd. rather than the development through time of a.single tri‘bs
-1ike the Kanse, I wouldn't try to gusss, ‘but. there is certainly no
. shortage of problems for ths fut‘ure hsre. L 3.

I hope to return to Rice Connty a'bout June 1at for furthsr

‘digeing et Kermit Hayes' circle and perhaps at.other sites.in: ‘the - I T8

‘locality. I'm a little concerriéd ‘about what the May and June rains . .
_might do to slow down our digging, but that is a chance I'11 have
h‘to take. H°P° you can visit us and linger a while, B 2t
: ’. ; : Sincerely yours, 8
LAl Wé’ 5
" Waldo Ro Wedel -
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BOOK ONE: SITE # 23BN-1 DALE R. HENNING. 1966

2nd day of excavation:

Don Reynolds and Mike Fisher assisting in excavation of site.
A number of more squares are set out today to the mouth..thus,
the grid pattern looks thus: in 10 foot squares.

=
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".\ ¢c| 6
FF| F|
ge | E
D
&
AL

We found this morning that the area in which we have set squares
A, B, C, has been graded off to provide footing for the landowner's
house; thus, we will probably find only pit hollows, etc.

FEATURES : ,

Feature #1 is a trash pit in square A. It is large in diameter,
but shallow in depth, apparently. Material recovered is mostly
clinker and some pottery and bone ~ the clinker is at present
enigmatic...sifting with % inch screen.

Sg.E:
Ken Middleton and Mr. Bush (of local assn.) opened the square
and have begun planing it down w/trowel.

Sq.FF:
Betty Sigstad and Sally Powers opening and troweling down.

There was a good spring below the water tower and to the west
which at early time flowed very full: it is still

Sg.EE:
Fisher and Henning skimming off the plow zone - some material
can be felt w/probe.

Sgq. H:
Baker and Page: began 6-29-66.

6-29-66
Sguare Rosters:

Sg. H = Page and Baker

Sq.FF = Sigstad and Powers:
both shoveling and hastily troweling topsoil and plow zone...%"
screen used to catch mtls.

Sq.E: = Middleton and Larry
hastily troweling, but not screening the back dirt: this
procedure used to take of plow zone.




BOOK ONE: SITE #23BN-1 page 2

Sqg A: = Cagle: still working in feature.
Sq. B:= O'Neil and Scott working on mapping: upon that being
completed, O'Neil will help McGrath w/a map of general site
area. Scott will move to Sqg. G and begin removal of plow zone.
Sg. EE:
Reynolds and Fisher to this square..push toward base of
plow zone.
Sg. FF:
in NE corner, a heavy concentration of prehistoric materials:
Betty Sigstad and DRH troweled well around to Ca. 4-5' from
the corner without finding a break along a pit - Thus we
began a new general level and sack the materials in it. This
square is very rich in points (over 10 by noon) and pottery.
There must be some pits ...Sally Powers is at 11-12", still
proceeding into black material mottled with buff colored soil.
When probed, the square seemed to have material throughout at
Ca. 12-18"

6-30-66
We have the following squares under excavation.

Sg. E: Ken Middleton and Larry are working this unit: they
are now down to nearly below disturbed (European-American)
soil and into earlier occupation. Just before leaving last
night, Ken found a copper (brass) piece of wire well below
the white remains.

Sq. 6: Scott and Shippee in this clearing to occupation level.
- —There should be some remains in the SW corner of this square.

Sq. H: Dug to sterile soil at Ca. 24-30"; few artifacts here
and no sounds produced by the probe. closed up.

Sq. GG: Partly cleaned by Page and Baker, then referred to R.B.
Aker. Aker ran into much material in plow zone.

Sg. FF: square is out the 18" level over most of the floor:
the entire square is loaded with material, which appears to

be common overall - an interesting feature of this square is
that a buff-colored zone can be seen to a depth of 9-11". This

zone is probably a combination of plow zone and redeposited
loess from off the upper surface - I suspect that the base
of this yellow zone is the base of an old plow zone. - The
most recent plow zone base is probably in deeper than 6".
It appears to have been added to rather than eroded away.
Powers, Sigstad digging: Reynolds on the screen

Sq.EE: Clearing with shovel and sifting with %" screen the
buff colored zone. "

Sgs. A,B,C, are now closed. - a series of confusing trenches,
oriented N-S. located in these, but cross-sectioning produced
no evidence for posts, etc.- These are probably evidences
of gardening which has taken place for years on this site.
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These features were all mapped in and checked carefully.
The pit (Feature #1) in Sg. A is completed and has been
mapped in. No other features of this sort have been located
as yet.

The general area of high concentration in SQS. E, G, EE,

FF, GG has not been delimited as regards edges...nor has

the base been reached. This thing must have been deep and big,
Were they merely filling an old house depression?

7-1-66

Sq. GG:
Level # 2: 6-12": Ed Barlow, Mike Fisher, Mr. Bush scraping
this down and using a %" screen.

Sqg. FF:
Sigstad, Powers, Reynolds, (sometimes Henning) working this
down, Sigstad is working in the N.E. corner uncovering a
concentration of material at 30". This will be photographed.

Sg. EE:
Baker, Page, Cagle are here, still finding material at 24"
level. - The soil profile indicates aggradation from upper
slope (East) toward lower (West). The aggraded material is
buff-colored and mottled.

Sq. G:
J. Scott removing £ill from feature edge: this feature appears
to be the edge of the midden area being worked out in SQS.GG,
FF, EE,
There is some of the feature edge still showing up alon the
NE corner of GG as well.

Sg. E:
Ken Middleton excavating a 5 x 10 in the East half: much
material showing up at level 5 in this portion of the square.

7-1-66

Sg. EE:
continuing down to level #6: 30-36" the deposit of cultural
materials seems thinner and the soil is yellower, but some
material is still being recovered.

SUNDAY, JULY 3,1966

Data from West Wall (Test) Profile Readings - surface to
original soil depth; at bottom of deepest portion, limited
paleosol can be discerned. This would suggest that.this was

a dig or an excavated feature but probably £ill thrown into

a natural ravine. No evidence of post moles or fireplaces can
be discerned along lower margins. Reading given are from
surface to point of maximum deposit level beginning in NW
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corner of SQ. GG and proceeding South into SQ. EE. Readings
are taken every foot.

(SQ.GG ) READINGS
NW CORNER - 24 inches to Maximum (Lowest point of colluvial soil)

1 foot - 33 inches
2 feet - 36 "
30" - 41 " 1 foot -
4 " - 41 " 2 feet - 16 inches
5 1] - 40 " 3 " _ 17 n
6 ”" _— 4 4 ” 4 n -— l 8 "
7 n — 45 n 5 n - 18 "
8 " - 47 " 6 n - 16 "
9 n - 4 8 " 7 " - 15 "
l 0 " -— 4 8 n 8 ” —_ l 4 "
Pot hole in NW corner of GG 0 ® = 13 "
Depth 24"from surface
at 12"-extends to 20 "- depth outer edge
is at 17 depth, 16 inches south
SQUARE FF -NW CORNER 10ft - 48"-11" READINGS (lwst pt of coll. soil)
1 foot - 48 inches 1 foot - 10 inches
2 feet - 52 " 2 feet - 11 "
3 n — 5 5 " 3 n — l 2 "
4 " — 5 8 n" 4 n —_ ll n
5 ” -— 5 8 n 5 n - ll 1]
6 " . 6 0 n 6 1" — l 3 n
7 ‘n - 70 " 7 " - 13 "
8 " — '7 2 ” 8 1] = l l "
9 n - '7 0 n 9 11] = 12 "
l 0 " - 6 8 " l 0 n — 1 4 n
SQUARE EE NW CORNER READINGS (LWST PT OF COLL.SOIL)
1 foot - 68 inches 1l foot - 16 inches
2 feet - 69 " 2 feet - 18 "
3 11} — 2 3 n
4 " — 2 4 n
Test trench south of SQ.EE 5w - 20 "
taken to surface depth of 6 " - 20 "
39 inches; 9 inch reading 7 m - 16 "
at lowest point of colluvial g - 13 "
deposit; trench never taken g w - 13 "
to lowest depth or bottom 10 ® - 9 "

of midden deposit

Test trench due West at Junction of EE and FF - Trench slopes
downhill at extreme degree:

77 inches is top of old A horizon and bottom of midden
deposit
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19 inches is A horizon buried under colluvial deposit
4 feet from Junction of EE and FF corner - 85 inches
to old A horizon
26 inches is A horizon to base of colluvial deposit

Falls at same angle as the surface of the soil

South wall of SQUARE G - Readings taken for West
Corner of Wall:

READINGS from SW corner of Sqg. LOWEST LEVEL OF MIDDEN DEPOSIT

- 41 inches
foot - 42 "
feet - 42 "
" 4 5 n
" - 44 "
n — 2 l "
" . 19 "
" - 17 "

NourbdwiNEO
|

EAST WALL OF SQUARE FF FROM NE CORNER

READINGS LOWST PT OF COLLUVIAL SOIL
0 feet 42 depth to bottom of
deposit (midden)
1 foot 37 depth
2 feet 34 inches
3 n 3 9 n
4 " 3 6 [1)
5 " 41 " 9 inches
6 " 4 4 n 9 "
7 5 16 " 9 "
8 N 46 n 10 "
9 = 48 " 11 n
10 " 49 " 11% "




