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HORSE BARNS OF THE PAST
by Russ Mooney Adjunct Staﬂ Saddle and Tack Consultant

’ I have been around a lot of horses and horsemen dunng my l1fe 1 have i

«The St. Joseph Museum and thef i
. Midland Emplre Audubon Soc1ety.ﬁ

| are agam co-sponsoring a prairie e

"-'»chlcken field trip. A limited number '
. of part1c1pants will travel to Dunn
Ranch on Saturday, March 21 to i
view pra1r1e chickens.. Last year this -
trip filled up fast SO send your_"

- v1s1ted many barns over the years with my father when I was younger'

*_and by myself as I grew older. My father would go to the barns and.- |

stables to see the riders as much as to see the horses for he was a
f " full-time saddle maker while I was growing up. I, however, would look
~as much at the barns as I would at the horses This gave me somethmg =

- to do while Dad was’ talkmg to his customers. As I grew ‘older and was . |

- -onmy own, I visited many ‘places whlle travelmg and showmg my .
”horses and yes, to see my customers for I took over the famlly
busmess £ . e )

On a recent tr1p, I galned another perspectwe on the people that use:
‘horses-and their barns. The trip- began as something I felt I was domg as

a duty, not as somethmg that I-wanted or needed to do. W1th the up-- | hom e to a nesting popu latlon ey

‘greater pra1r1e ch1ckens .The focus g
~ of the field trip is to observe the .
¢ pra1r1e chickens" courtsh1p r1tual ¥
called boommg Because we: must j e
"be at- the -prairie - “chicken boommg %

coming expans1on of the Pony Express Museum the bulldmg comm1t-f_‘ "
tee (of which I am a member) dec1ded that we needed to see some barns
) that had beeh used for the purpose of stabhng horses "

B Contmued on page 5

. . 5" b I . | ) e
Photo courtesy of Gary Culver
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' Thzs barn near Kzng Ci zty was bmlt in 1 927 by E. LS C ulver at a cost of over $4000.‘ X

PRAIRIE CHICKEN
F IELD TRIP

reglstratlon in early

UOLDPUNO,f D1AIDI 1UNOSSIIA (S21INOD LIYIDY WL+

Dunn Ranch a large tract of natlve it
prairie near Eaglev1lle Mlssourl is

ground before dawn, it- is necessary
-to leave- the St. Joseph Museum at

--2:00 am We will. r1de to Dunn i

Ranch in vans;. wh1ch will serve as
- our, blmd whlle we observe the»_

boommg After leaving the ranch,
Fwe w1ll stop at a restaurant for lunch

~ but part1C1pants may br1ng the1r own PR

sack lunch

There isa fee of $5 00: for the tr1p .i

" This does not 1nclude lunch Send

payment by March l4 to

‘ Pra1r1e Ch1cken F1eld Tr1p
. clo St. Joseph Museum -
1100 Charles Street
St Joseph MO 64501 2874
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~ On a recent trip, I gained another perspectlve on the people that use f,
‘horses'and their barns. The trip began as something I felt I was domg as
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St. Joseph Museum

HORSE BARNS OF THE PAST
by Russ Mooney, Ad]uml bzaﬁ” Saddle and Ta( k Cansultam

In have been around a lot of horses and horsemen durmg my lrfe 1 have 1

visited many barns over the years. with my father when I was younger', y

and by myself as I grew older. My father would go to the barns and.- |-

stables to see the riders as much as to see the horses for he was a -

~ full-time saddle: maker while T was growing up. 1, however, would look" 1

as much at the barns as I would at the horses. "This gave me somethmg :

to do whlle Dad was talkmg to his customers. As [ grew ‘older and was-”’_- |

on my own, I V1s1ted many places wh1le travelmg and showmg my
horses, and yes, to see my customers for I took over the famlly
busmess o XL '

a duty, not as something that I wanted or needed to do. ‘With the up-
coming-expansion of the Pony Express Museum,. the bu1ldmg commlt- i
tee (of which I am a member) dec1ded that we needed to see some bams,
that had been used for the purpose of stablrng horses ‘ TR
i Contmued on page 5

This barn near King City was built in 1927 by E. L."Cul'vér,""at a cost of over $4000. -

PRAIRIE CHICKEN
FIELD TRIP

home to a- nesting populatlon of
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«‘The St. Joseph Museum and thei*‘ ot
- Midland Emp1re Audubon Soc1ety e
“are agam co-sponsoring a prairie
chicken field trip: A limited number o
. of part101pants will travel to Dunn
Ranch on. Saturday, March 2t to- ,
view pra1r1e chickens. Last year this -
tr1p filled up fast $0: send your"
'reg1strat10n in early

-Dunn Ranch a large tract of nat1ve
pra1r1e near Eaglevrlle MISSOHI‘I is -

‘greater prairie. chrckens “The focus -
“of the field trip is 'to “observe the .
 prairie chickens" courtship  ritual;
" called boommg ‘Because we must‘_ o

“be at- the prairie - “chicken boommg“ o
ground before dawn, it is necessary
-to leave the St. Joseph Museum at .

- 2:00 am. - We will ride to Dunn
Ranch In vans,. whrch will; serve as .

our bl1nd wh1le we observe the

boomlng After leaving the ranch

-we w1ll stop : at a restaurant for- lunch -y
but partlcrpants may brmg therr own SN

sack lunch

There is a fee of $5 00: for the trip. l'« E

This does not 1nclude lunch Send
payment by March 14 to

‘ Prame Chlcken F1eld Tr1p
_c/o St. Joseph Museum . -
1100 Charles Street
»St Joseph MO 64501 2874



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

"March 10 - Oregon—Cahfornra Trails Association
meetlng ‘The program, at 7:00 p.m.’in the hbrary 4

“at- Troy, Kansas ‘will be a dlscussron of the
geneological resources of Domphan County, Kan-

sas and Northwest MlSSOLlI‘l It will be-led by 11-"

brar1an C1ndy Blanton and Grace Jeske.

,March 13 15 Audubon 8001ety Sprlng Rlver

Conference. Kearney, Nebraska. -

‘March 14 or 28 “Search for Wo'odco'cks“

Audubon field trip. Dr Leo Galloway, 232 8035 ‘

March 19 “Prairie Chlckens Audubon Soc1ety, ,'

program by Sharron Gough 7:00 p.m., Mlssourr
Western State College, LRC 102. - ,

March 21 “Pra1r1e Chicken” field tﬁp “Auditbon
Society and St. Joseph Museum (See related,f

story, front page)

March 30 St. Joseph Archaeologlcal Socrety'. '-
meeting, 7:30 p.m. at Bank of St. Joseph ‘Wood- -
bine and Faraon Streets. For information regardlngj :

the meetlng call Mike Fisher 232 5738

For more mforrnatron call 232- 8471

The harmless eastern hognose snake.is all
"bluff. When disturbed, it flattens out its-
body cmd hzsses but will not-bite. Eventu- -
ally;it will roll over and play dead. This
‘ :hognose is part of the St. Joseph Museum sl
- live-snake- collectzon :

Museum Hours

St. Joseph Museum
Monday through Saturday 9-5.p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express Museum
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Printed on Recycled ‘\Paj)er ‘

St. Joseph Museum
1100 Charles Street
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501-2874

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED .~ -

Pony Express Museum
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244
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HOI‘Sé Bar’ns fof,the' Past, contt;nued from pqge 1 -

Arrangements were- made and ona:

’f_.l—', Saturday afternoon J1m Lehr, Rich
" Nolf, David Mead and I'started ona -
o Journey that took us- back in time

_ seventy f1ve years

-”'The f1rst stop was at the barn on the
: 'Armfleld Farm in Umon Star, Mis-
souri, which-my, sister, Marilyn -
owns:"

- Armfield,
‘Knowing the nature of the tr1p, my

currently

‘ ‘ ‘sister. had talked W1th her fr1ends

the Culvers of King City, Missouri,

and dlrected us to therr farm Bl o

Gary Culver took us on a tour of the a
barn that his grandfather had built
almost seventy-flve years ago Its. .
‘main purpose was to house the Y

“teams the farm used at the time.

~ Gary said, “there were at least four -
. full-time h1red hands, as well as my\ :
' grandfather ‘that were usmg teams o

on the farm at that time.”

* that many of the barns today do not
' have One feature was water which

, 'was automatrcally delrvered from a
stream. “This was before electricity..
and power pumps' Others 1ncluded
“a mouse-proof corn crib, chutes that -
* would deliver the hay or grain to-
e horse stalls on either the ground‘
 Or. the second. floor, hay storage,

concrete footmgs and ground level :
entry for the second ﬂoor o

'-~The thmgs that we were lookmg :
for, the construction of the stalls .
“and how the:horses were ‘fed, were
still eas1ly seen. Jim Lehr discov--
'ered a feature that we were not even

lookmg for-the support posts. - The

posts and several joists were made-

from walnut lumber and were held -
‘ ;together with wood pins. ‘As Gary_-‘_
" talked about. the barn, we knew that -
it not. only provided shelter to the -
livestock, but also many happyf E

days for

near Gower M1ssour1 on the farm‘

of Ralph Grier. Ralph stlll lrves in*

him as he grew up. o | T
- truly a wonderful old barn witha
~ ~ et r1ch hrstory
: As we looked around the barn, - -
: ‘_;some fine features were to be seen -

the house that he was born in more
than seventy- years ago'

‘Grier .farm the barn is stlll in use,’

v'_",l_although horses are not worked as
. inhis father’s time. However they

are still wanted and used Ralph"

* delighted in telling the history of
- the.barn as much as we- dehghted in’ :
e hearlng it :

',He're the other members of the =
‘group got to see how horses were
-~ kept in a barn-as they would have .
- been dur1ng the 1920s: They also =
. got to see the variety in the size of .
- horses as Ralph has both riding

horses’'and a draft horse. When
asked. how the barn was des1gned

,‘Ralph gave avery s1mple answer,.
““Dad-had an older barn-and when»“ ‘
hé made this one he said that he .

was gomg to make it a whole lot
‘handle'r R pe B

. The barn had featires similar to the
_ s .- Culver barn that we had seen
‘The next stop for our quartet wasf -

earher One 'was the fact that the.
main’ posts were cut on the farm.

The stalls and the system for
‘;Pu“lng the hay in the loft were -

- similar.” The size (Culver s was

Ralph Grier shows.off .a Belgian draft horseit'hdt_ stays ,in:ihis historic barn néaf‘beér; '

5

. ‘about 125" x 45" and Grier’s about
© 60' x 45') and the interior: layoutsi
were different because they met the

1nd1v1dual needs of the people The.
1nformat10n gamed will be most

» ‘helpful as we deal with the expan- "
. sion of the Pony Express Museum '

’ .As the: day was drawing to a close ‘

the real1zat1on came that it hadp
been very enjoyable. The stories .
that were told-showed that the men
who bu1lt the barns and used the

- horses were, and are, good custo-

~ dians of the earth and its creatures. .-

-~ To quote: Gary Culver, “Grandma
-always said, the barn had running
‘water and I had to pump mine."

On the
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CA'LE.NDAR OF EVENTS

March 10 ° Oregon—Cahfornra Trails Association
meetlng ‘The program at7:00 p.m. in the 11braryfﬂ
'at Troy, Kansas ‘will be a. drscussron of the
3t geneological resources of Domphan County, Kan-'
" sas and Northwest Missouri: It will be: led by 11— ’

L brarran Cmdy Blanton and Grace J eske

';March 13 15 Audubon 8001ety Sprlng RIVCI‘"Q

S Conference Kearney, Nebraska ) \'

| ~March 14 or 28 “Search for Woodcocks
; Audubon freld tr1p Dr ‘Leo Galloway, 232 8035.

‘ "March 19 “Pralrle Chlckens Audubon Soc1ety,\
: program by Sharron Gough 7:00 p m., Mlssourl '

; Western State College LRC 102

: 'March 21 “Pra1r1e Chrcken” freld trrp Audubon’;
Somety and St. Joseph Museum. (See related 3

v.story, front page)

: March 30 St. Joseph Archaeologlcal Sometyl_“
nmeeting, 7:30 p.m. at Bank of St. Joseph, Wood-
- bine and Faraon Streets. For information regardmgj ]

the meetlng call Mlke Fisher 232 5738

For more 1nformatron call 232- 8471

St. Joseph Museum '
1100 Charles Street
St. Joseph, Missouri 64501-2874

“ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED .~

Pony Express Museum
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244

|- Thé;harmléss eaStern-hoghQSé snake is all*:
~ bluff. When'disturbed, it flattens out its
~ body and hisses, but will not bite. Eventu-

| ally; it will roll over and play dead. This

B hognose is part of the St Joseph Museum's
live-snake- collectzon :

Museum Hours

St. Joseph Museum
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express Museum
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.
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