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St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

3rd ANNUAL VOLKSWALK
HUGE SUCCESS!

Clint Sims- *

chh Nolf Georgia Hathorne, Frances Cramer and Helen Caton regzster
volkswalkers at the Pony Express National M emortal

3 Ver 200 men, women and chrldren enjoyed a beautrful

- fall day on October 2 for the third annual historic St. Joseph
Volkswalk The walk was cosponsored by the St. Joseph
_Museum and the. St. J oseph Family YMCA. Combmmg the
"efforts of the two organlzatlons makes this an interesting

~ experience for the partrclpants Walkers were getting

_;phys1cal exercise while seeing our historic city. Each

.' received a map whrch 1nc1uded historical hlghhghts of
significant sites along the route. ;

Volkswalking. began as a event in Germany, but in recent
years has received 1nternat10na1 attent1on The walk i is
designed to. be a leisurely walk’ through a scemc historic or
interesting area over a pre- determmed route, The walk is .
non- competrtlve and the part101pants can walk at the1r own

‘M1

Clint Sims™ - - .-

Volkswalkers approach the f rst checkpomtvv 2

which was on Wyeth Hill.

pace thus makrng 1t an excellent
recreational opportunlty for the entlre ‘
"famlly A Volkswalk is a great way to
meet new friends and a fun way “for
1nd1v1duals to exer01se ' :

\

ssouri Bank, Holiday Inn, Breadeaux

-and the Bean, .the .Heartland-Go_od»'
“ Health Club, Naturalizer Shoes and

Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Kansas
-City for. ass1st1ng in the Volkswalk
vv»Plans are underway for our fourth_:;-
| -annual hlstonc St. Josephvolk}swalk!l

Clint Sims

Even after the strenuous clzmb to the Wyeth Hill check-
pomt experzenced volkswalkers Rose and Gary Garey kept
up a steady pace 2

& ofc

A big thank you goes to the Un1ted:'
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Asa result ofa focus study followmg the expans1on
‘the board directed the staff to meet and. develop an
orgamzat1on/management structure for the museums. [
-won’t go into the
~ whole structure now,
‘but will touch on one
small segment. I have
appointed site admin-.
istrators:at-each of the-
1nst1tutrons _Serving
as co-site.administra-
tors at the St. Joseph
, Museum are Marilyn
., Taylor, ‘who has been"
~Curator of Ethnology
- ~for anumber of years,
~and Robbie Sipes,
“whois Curator of Exhibits. -

Jackie Lewin

- Jackie Lewin, who for

“many years carried the title of Curator of History, was

made Curator, \Pony Express National Memoerial and

site administrator of that facility. Kathy Reno, who is "
responsible for the gift shops and memberships, was .
made assistant site admlmstrator at the Pony Express

National Memorlal

Those who have been members. for ‘many years know
Marilyn, Robbie, J ackie and Kathy. However, for

those of you who havé not had the pleasure of meeting
them I would llke to 1ntroduce them to you ’

Marllyn has been w1th the museums for twenty-two .
years. She started as Curator of Collections and was
deeply involved in the- relocatlon of the collections

~which was so desperately needed for their preservatlon
and care.

environment, . she

‘even though she had
Her organizational and

- writing  skills
excellent, and she was

o : s
"R obbié Sipes  Projects to coordinate.

: ' In the last erght years
‘or SO, she has collaborated with Jackie in historic -

research. The two.of them have become an except1onal

team. One of the many benefits that came from this.
- team was the book “St. Joe-Road.” This was original _
research and the first published work on this famous’

California Trarl segment. As Curator of Ethnology,

Marilyn is responsible for the interpretation of the"

& ethnograph1c materlals held by the museum

things we can’t do!
He went to Missouri

and has a background
_in journalism. His
-~ ability to construct’
- exhibits and work
.. with people and his
‘eagerness to experi-. foe]
‘ment make h1m an excellent exh1b1ts ‘person.: Several
~“years ago, he went to the University of Iowa.for an

\ -She'is a :
very quick learner
‘and when computers -

became a part of our .

quickly excelled eeh

no pI’lOI’ CXpCI‘lCl’lCC -

-often given special

: J ack1e has been w1th the museum almost twenty one
'years. She has a very strong academic background

having earned her masters in American History with
honors. She taught hrgh school - history for several
years before coming to work at the museum. AsI--
indicated earlier, she is an excellent researcher and-

!‘.'ﬁpossesses a’ comprehenswe knowledge and "f.“

understanding of the Pony Express ‘One of the skills .
that makes Jackie special isher ab111ty to relate the ‘
Pony Express to the entire Amencan scene during: those

-early years of our country s development. Both Jackie

and Marilyn are voracious readers and have wonderful

‘retention abilities. Jackie is very highly- organized and-
~ often has been the lead curator on complex projects: It-

was Jackie who managed Prairie' View Festival and it-
was JacKie who developed the story line. dr1V1ng the
Pony Express exhlbrts

Robble who has a.
dehghtful wit, ‘has
never admitted that
there may .bé some

Western State College | -

Kathy Reno

intensive museum studies program at the Museum ofl_. '
Natural Hrstory That museum studies program is -

hlghly recogmzed ‘within the museum communlty and
is the oldest museum studies program in the’ country.

(As a footnote ITam a graduate of that program.)
Robbie is what you would call a Jack of all trades” and -

a f‘doer ‘Give him a prOJect and he w1ll get it done

4 Kathy was h1red d1rectly froma retarl sales pos1t10n nine 1
years ago.' She had extensive experlence prior.to her -

are - employment with the museum. Income from museum

sales has been a major contributor to:the operating

“budgets of both museums for several years. We do not

charge sales tax in our glft shops so the proceeds must go -

directly into operations. That earned i income is'avery .

necessary part of our operating budget. When I started
decentralizing the administration several years ago I
made Kathy respon31ble for securing and managlng
those who work in-the gift shop and admission areas.
Because of ourlong hours, we have a fairly large number .

of part -time employees m these areas. Kathy, by virtue -

. Story contmued on page 5
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. Mary Duncan, a resident of Kanisas City, is the great grandmece

_of Johnny Fry and recently visited the Pony Express National -

Memorral She and her husband, Fred Duncan, were searchmg for
nmformatron about her famous ancestor who, on Aprll 3, 1860, was.
the f1rst Pony Express r1der to leave. St. Joseph Mrs Duncan
brought with her a silver ladle which was originally given to her-
i ,-'great great grandmother Mrs John Fry of Rushville, Mlssourl

by her son Johnny Fry. Engraved on the handle of the ladle is JF.~
When Johnny - Fry was killed during the Civil War, his mother
, dec1ded that the treasured ladle should be. handed down to the
oldest daughter in each generatron It first went. to Johnny Fry’s
‘sister, Sarah E. Fry Canter, in 1870. Mrs. Canter died in 1887 and

the ladle went to her daughter, Cadle Lee Canter Cordonier.. In }

1924, Ada. Cordonrer Euler recelved the ladle. AdaEuler died in

'1932. The oldest girl of the next generation was Mary Cordonier

. (Duncan) who was born soon after her Aunt Ada S death In 1940, "
‘ Mary Duncan holds the ladle gzven by Johnny F ry. to

~atage seven, Mary recerved the ladle and has. had it ever since.
Mrs. Duncan was able to add to the 1nformatron that the staff has"
gathered about J ohnny Fry and has agreed to keep us up -to- date
~on-her further research

MUSEUMS OF ST. JOSEPH
- STAFF GATHERING

GREAT GRANDNIECE OF JOHNNY FRY VISITS THE PONY EXPRESS

David Mead

_his-mother.”

: 'Story ‘continued from page 3

~ of her position, is constantly meeting the pubhc and has ‘
-an excellent pulse on What the pubhc wants.’ e

Approx1mately 50 individuals from the staffs (pa1d“
and volunteer) of all of the Museums of St. Joseph -
recently had the opportumty to meet. The St.-
- Joseph Museum and the Fire Fighters Local #77 -
co-hosted a social gathering which. provided those
‘ 'attendrng the chance to meet their. counterpartsz i
' from other museums. A .good time was had by all. . |

The Fire Flghters told the group about the plans..
for their museum which will open in the spring of .
1994. The Fire Flghters ‘Museum will be at the -

southwest corner of 11th.and Penn Streets We
w1sh them success-in their endeavor'

Thank you to Isabel Bush for the donation
of bronze plaques for the four Benton Clark
paintings on exhibit at the Pony Express National
Memorial. The plaques enable the visitor to read
the artist’s name and the title of the work. Her
support of the museum is greatly appreciated.

- Marrlyn J ackre Robble and Kathy are all ‘people
" -oriented” and. work very well w1th each other and with -
" the rest of the staff. In a lot of ways, this arrangement‘

. of two site administrators at each of the museums is not

- much different than before the expansion. All four.
~persons had similar responsibilities, it’s ]U.St that they o
) have been more- refrned and formallzed

et As for me, Ifmd that thls works well because it frees me
to assist in all of the areas as a. “doer” or ¢ adv1sor It
also allows me to work with the boards and with the T

complex fiscal responsibilities of the whole. operatron

I truly believe that I am blessed by the staff that 7

surrounds me. It has been a pleasure for me to share .-
with you-some of the many- fine assets Marllyn Jackie,
Robbie and Kathy bring to the St. J oseph Museum and .

the Pony Express National Memorlal
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- Dear readers, Mignon DeShon is -
Jooking for clothes to outfit cowboy

: S R ON ber [ R 1 O Gif
mannequins. The following is a list Vs ol s

Enclosed is a check for:

. of what she needs Your Name (s) $
Tl Address
City State Zip
Daytime Phone ( ) Please make your check

payable to the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express
Nowms o), National Memorial and

|
|
I
|
I
I
I
|
mail to: ; |
I
I
I
I
I
I
|
I

Gift membership for: (please fill in your name above)

|

I

I

I

|

I

- 3 red underwear tops (shirts) - I
- 3 old, worn.cowboy-like shirts - Eik darote

I

I

I

I

I

I

I

|

I

“=1lor2old brown or black wool City = Zin
" or canvas-like jackets - Daytime Phone () . ST. JOSEPH
= 1 red and black wool shirt -- MUSEUM
A 2 belts (Old) Membership level: i Charles.Street.
“-- 2 cowboy hatS, _$1000.00 Patron . $100.00 Donor i Jzze;:)li’_g;;fom
can be old and beaten up. : - 500.00 Fellow __ 50.00 Subscribing
Call-the Pony ExpressNatlonal 250.00 Sponsor __ 25.00 Sustaining

- Memorial, 279-5059, and Mlgnon. All contributions are equally divided between the St. Joseph Museum and Pony

} Will;be "gla_d‘to pick thém, up. . ' L Express National Memorial unless otherwise specified. &l
Re Create Hlstory and Reduce Your " 'Help Supnort ThelNatiorialﬁMemorialf
. Taxes by 50%
Cap1tal Levels of G1V1ng
The Pony Express Museum Restoratron and Ex-- One time g1ft or three year pledge
pansion Project is-an authorized Missouri Neigh- . i
) borhood Ass1stance Program (N AP) PrOJect $50,000 Capltal Founders
$25,000 Benefactors

, Any person, firm or corporation in bus1ness in the

- State of Missouri is eligible to receive a NAP tax $.1,Qz000 P rrncrpals
credit of up to0,50% of the amount donated to the $ 5,000 - Partners -
‘museum project. - ool » ; $- 1,000 ~Patrons
: ©$ 100 - - - Donors =
Contr1but10ns of real estate materlals and equip*’ TR e e ph 2 e
| ment, stock, and personal time may quahfy for tax Chgad b Sl s i
X CI'CdltS as well as: Cash donatlons e d S FOf mOI‘é information contaCt: Gail ‘_ROSC 816/232-8471

o

—— i ——— - The Pony Express Natlonal Memorlal 1993 Pledge Card o ————

Yes; 1 would llke to help support the National Memor1al by making a tax- deductlble caprtal contrrbutlon Lk

Name ol ' Business
Addres's ' a Please send e 1nformat10n about
Pt ". the M1ssour1 NAP tax credlts
City. State_ Zip
Iwouldllketo ’pledge $ . Tam enclosing today $ Sy Balance to be paid _"_ quarterly
& T TR K : sem1 annually } annually
Slgnature of Donor/Contact Person O Ty : : . 7.(As it »:should -appear on our

contributor's hst)

Make checks payable to Pony Express Inc -A Nanonal Memorzal P 0. Box 244, St. Joseph Mzssourz 64502-0244
Your contribution is greatly appreciated.



CALENDAR OF EVENTS

November 8- YOU ARE THE DIFFERENCE - A CUSTOMER SERVICE AND TOURISM
WORKSHOP. Open to anyone interested in learning about customer service,
tourism and St. Joseph! Call the St. Joseph Museum to register.

November 9 - The Gateway Chapter of the Oregon California Trails Association will meet at 7:00 p.m.
The meeting will be at Robidoux Row Museum, 3rd and Poulin Streets.

November 11 - Veterans Day - The St. Joseph Museum will be observing holiday hours - 1:00 to 5:00 p.m.

November 25 - Thanksgiving Day - The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express National Memorial
will be closed.

November 22 - YOU ARE THE DIFFERENCE - A CUSTOMER SERVICE AND TOURISM
WORKSHOP. Open to anyone interested in learning about customer service,
tourism and St. Joseph! Call the St. Joseph Museum to register.

November 29 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will meet at 7:30 p.m. The location of the meeting
will be the Pony Express National Memorial.

December 11 - Pony Express Christmas

December 21 or 22 - Third Annual Victorian Christmas Ornament Workshop (This year the children will
take home all the ornaments they make.)

For more museum information call 232-8471 -
Printed on Recycled Paper -
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