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The

St. Joseph Museum

'ATOUCH OF HISTORY. ..

St. Joseph Museum Archives

The above photo, taken in the late
1920s, shows the site where the Pony
Express Statue now stands'(photo to
right). The location is Frederick Av-
enue between 9th and 10th. The view
is to'the northeast with Francis street
.crossing Frederick at an angle. In the -Ji
'1920s, the Mellinger Tire Company
" was the prominent business on the
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- triangluar block Wh1ch is now the Civic Center Park. Notice the new (built |
©.1927) St. Joseph City. Hall i in the background. Among the businesses in the
- block were Mason ] Restaurant Moreland Used Cars, Prawitz Jewelers and

Central Auto Serv1ce

o In the l930s the bu1ld1ngs were torn down to be replaced by the C1V1c Center
* Park and the Pony Express Monument. ' The monument was unveiled on April

- 20, 1940, the 80th Anniversary of the Pony Express. The 35th Company of
~ Sea Scouts and Jessamine Wallace helped with the unveiling. The four-ton
~ bronze: statue was, sculpted by Hermon A; MacNerl e :

,Recently some 1mprovements have been made to the area surroundmg the
- statue, including a concrete viewing patio, iron picket fence landscapmg and
- four plaques. Dr. Larry Watts and Womens Health of St. Joseph are prrmanly :
‘responsible. Dick Crowl should also be recogmzed for his donat1on of labor to
the project. Thank you all, for the beautification process'

?[ak penings

Pony Express Museum

'SEARCH FOR POST
TO BEGIN
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 The ‘exhibit of Joseph' . -
* Robidoux’s fur post at'the.
St. Joseph Museum. -~

On the evening of Monday, November '

2 30 Jackie Lewin and Marilyn Taylor ey
‘spoke to nearly : 40 members of the St.
‘Joseph Archaeology Society: The sub-

ject of their presentation was their
search for the location of Joseph
Robidoux's fuir post. The Happenings of
January /February 1989 features a story
‘with the details of the search.. -

- Of primary interest to the listening audi-
rence was the announcement that an ar-
; chaeologlcal dig will take place at the
- fur post site in the spring of 1993. The. .
“dig will be sponsored by the St. J oseph\

Museum under the supervision-of ad-

- junct staff member Mike Fisher who is
“also pres1dent of the local archaeolog1cal~

society. The site is on land owned by

| the Missouri Highway and Transporta- -

tion Department, and the dig was made

~ possible through their cooperation. . -
~ Garry Chegwidden is the department's
" dlstnct engmeer for northwest Mlssoun %

The year 1993 is an especra]ly appropn— -

ate time for the d1g since it is the 150th
anniversary of St. J oseph's founding:

~ The city grew from the Blacksnake Hills
“Tradlng Post- established by RObldOllX

in 1827. Robidoux preempted the land
around his fur post and established the

‘town of St. Joseph. The city, named for

Robidoux's- -patron saint, was incorpo-.
rated in 1843.
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Coples of the new. second ed1t10n of Indian Amerzca A Traveler 5 Compamon by
Eagle/Walking Turtle are-now available in the St. Joseph Museum book store. This .
~fully revised and updated guide to the world of the native people of America tells the :
K ‘traveler how and where to find the over 300 Indian tribes in the Un1ted States that wel-
come visitors. Included in this Volume are the dates and locations for traditional cer-
emonies that are held each year. Some helpful hints on.proper etiquette for various
‘sites and occasions are given in the Visitor Information section for each tribe. For in-
stance, ‘cameras and other recordmg equ1pment are not always allowed '

Ona d1fferent theme comes a book that is new to the museum book store called Women
of the West by Cathy Luchetti and Carol Olwell. If you enjoy reading about westward
‘expans1on and the- day to- day challenges that faced those who. made the journey, you are sure-to love this book. -
Published by Orion Books in New York, this book includes an impressive collection of 150 documentary pho-
tographs many of which have never been published before. The authors do not omit the role of minority
women. Their focus on the human element gives this: work of h1storrcal research an appeal not easily found in
~most history books on the settling of the west. From the humorous to the traglc these stones tell of every as-
pect of the women's lives through the records they left beh1nd : : !

Particulary 1nterest1ng are the. recorded thoughts of Mary R1chardson Walker, Her journal spans frfty seven

rionaa clen” y€Ts making her one, of Amenca s most prolific diarists. She possessed a
T scientific interest and a sharp wit. Born'in 1811, she began putting her doubts -
Women: G e A Vst and op1mons on paper at the age of twenty -two.

‘Mary was one month pregnant w1th the f1rst of six chlldren when she and her
‘husband set out for Oregon They traveled by horse nearly. two thousand
miles, from Westport, Missouri to Waiilatpu; Oregon,, spending 129 grueling
days on. the trail.- She-always managed to write at least a few lines-about the
trip each day “She leaves little to the 1mag1nat10n in descrlblng the hardships
and j Joys she faced during this journey and throughout her life in the west

Rhonda Clem

'PONY EXPRESS TEAM
REPRESENTS ST JOSEPH

'In November The Pony Express Nat10nal Memorlal ®

was selected to feature its activities as they. relate to

_tourism at the Govemor S. Annual Conference on Tour-

Jism.. chk DeShon was the spokesman for the group.

‘He talked-about the development of the Pony Express -

National Memorial and showed the promotional video.
The museum representatives were dressed in western at-

tire mcludmg “Pony Express Stetsons The impact was -

‘significant on the 300 plus people who attended the
three -day conference a0

Other part101pants who represented the city. of St J oseph ,

“were Bill Bass1tt Kerry Strahm, Rep. Millie Humphreys,
Tom and Jacque Mann, Pat and Mary Conway and Don
and Yvette Paton.

“From left .Rich Nolf, Dick DeShon, Heidi Hornaday, Sandy Taylor,

photo courtesy of the Missouri Division of Tourism

Mignon DeShon. and (in front) Don and Yvette Paton.
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" GATEWAY OCTA TO
OF FER PROGRAM ON : January
“THE S T.] OEROAD’ , 16 - Audubon Bird Watch at Ashland Cemetery.

A slide program on the St. Joe Road of

the Oregon-California Trail will be pre- 18 - Martin Luther King Day, museum on
sented by Marilyn Taylor and J ackle holiday hours, 1:00 - 5:00 P.M.

Lewin-at the meeting of the Gateway =
-'Chapter of the Oregon- -California Trallsg 19 - Oregon California Trails Association,
Association on January 19 at 7:00 P M. Gateway Chapter Meeting. See information at
Mar1lyn and Jackie coauthored the book left.

_entitled The St. Joe Road published by the
St. Joseph Museum. ‘The meeting is open 25 - St. Joseph Archaeological Society meeting.

 to the public and will be held on the first
- floor of the St. Joseph Museum. -

St. Joseph Museum
- 1100 Charles Street

St. Joseph, Missouri 64501- 2874 )
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p- m;

Sundays 1-5 p.m.
“Closed New Years Day

Pony Express Museum
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244
Closed For Renovations

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

For information call David Mead 232-5636

For more museum information call 232-8471
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