The January,/February 1994 |

appenings

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

VICTORIAN CHRISTMAS
ORNAMENT WORKSHOP

‘The Victorian Chrrstmas Ornament Workshop held at the St. J oseph'
Museum on December 2 1993 was very successful 1n addition to bemg a

great deal of fun for the partlcrpants Our appreciation goes to Jamle’ :

‘Buczek, owner of J amle s Secret ,Garden, who_ volunteered to conduct the

Clint Sims

Jean Sweet helps wzth an, mtrtcate“"
procedure :

Clint Sims

;workshep‘.‘_,She de\reloped the ideas for the '
Lornamen_tsz _-trained-the ether Voiunteers and.
kept the workshop on schedule so that all
‘partieipvant‘s 'were;. able te' 'fi:nish_? »fou,r
ornaments. Jamie, who was dressed in -.
19th century clothlng, talked about
Victorian pract1ces and customs durlng the‘
vcourse of the workshop S0 part101pants took Z
‘home knowledge as well as severalv
ornaments The spe01a11ty at Jamle sb
Secret Garden is ﬂoral wreaths Interested L ‘ _““

persons may contact Jamie at her shop i 1n
Faucett, 107.3rd Street, »238“.—4'9;3 8.

Clint Sims

. David Wmslow brought hts daughter and stayed to help. e

Clint Sims -

Jamie Buczek, left gives mstructlons whzle Jackte Lewm watts to see Melissa Ellis, Michelle Ellts and Lorena Cardeneda enjoyK
where her asszstance is needed. = - . , i e L T maklng Vlctortan Chrzstmas ornaments.
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David Mead

Camera flashes were going off, and it seemed like
every hght in thé room was focused on me so that I
‘could hardly see. It waslike a dream in whrch T was in

a dlfferent world. For all intents and purposes, it might

‘as well have been a dream, and I might as well have
been i in another world, because I was in shock the entire
evemng I was completely surprised. .

I recallj my first mental’ reaction to the “25th

Aanersary line - This doesn’ t make sense! Donna

~and I have been married for 32 years and I have been
I was so:
“dumbfounded” that it didn’t dawn on me untll 20 or so

minutes later that this was m recogmtron of my. 295

working at the ‘museum for 29 years.

»years as d1rector g

I was hosted and toasted by a wonderful turnout of

Trustees and their spouses, and thére were numerous

times throughout the evening that I was. deeply- touched.
"Yet, the underlymg thought was, I can’t believe this is

happemng to-me. We had a great dinner, but I can’ttell
you what I had to eat. (It had to be good, because' :

Yvette Paton was in- charge of the food).
David Mead

Left to’ rzght L Don Paton Clark Hampton thh "Nolf, lel Brunner,
Jim Lehr. G2 : .

After d1nner Bob - Sremens acted as master of
ceremonies and waxed over the last 25 years as only
Bob Siemens can wax. He got his source material from
‘Nancy Hampton, Marrlyn Taylor, Jackie Lewin,

Bonnie Watkins and June Swift, all of whom have been
‘with mé most of.those twenty- -five years. Bob himself

has been treasurer for twenty-three of those years. 1

laughed, Iwept I listened, I remembered. He brought

* back so many memories, but most of all he remforced:
why I like Workmg where 1 do. It is the people around;

me and how we-care for and- support one another. It
was an incredible and all consuming experience-

A perfect ngt fora perfect evemng

When Bob f1n1shed he asked Robble Slpes 1f he was
ready Robbie Jumped up and said, “I'sure am,” and

_ :dlsappeared out the-service éntrance. No sooner had he‘?

stepped out than he came back in rolhng a four-wheel

~cart with a large draped obJect Under the drape’ was a
glft that the Trustees purchased for me - an. exqursrte;{';;}‘u
carving by Bobby Sipes, Robbre s father.” The carving
isofa robin attacking a blue j ]ay that has just robbed the i

“.nest of an egg. ‘Both birds are in full ﬂrght It isa -

’ magmfrcent piece of Work ‘ ‘

To wmd the evemng up, Bob tumed the pod1um over to
me. I was literally speechless, a condition that most of
you will find hard to believe! In fact, I was essentially
speechless all night. T had been “got ”.and I kind of -

‘pride myself on being aware of what’s going on around '
me. I spoke for only 20 or 30 seconds.

I'don’ t
remember what I said, but I do remember that in some

- way I tried to express my smcere Joy and apprecrat1on o

As I have reﬂected back on that evenmg and lrstened to_
the stories of intrigue, mystery and secretlve_
communications, T have come'to the conclision that
Nancy Hampton and my wife are both very sneaky”

T've heard stories of Trustees who, when talking to me
“on the phone, were being reminded by their wives,-
fthrough gestures that this was'a SURPRISE. I guess at -

one point I nearly gave Nancy ‘heart failure. as Icasually =

mentioned that T was considering being gone for a
" couple of days around the first of December to attend a

tourism function, However; I decided that I didn’t have
the time to go. Nobody, I repeat, nobody tipped their
hand and I was totally caught off- guard. I'am only:

;aware of twice in my adulthood that T.was truly

- Story continued _on page 6
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Gentry Caw poses ¥
with Father."
Chrlstmas (Bobby

; Szpes ). Many
visitors paused to
chat and have a -

_snapshot taken.. - :

: Chéldreﬁ eﬁjoy[ o

‘making ginger'breizdl."

men ornaments
under. the direction
“of Mignon DeShon
‘who, along wzth Pat
Benedict,.
‘coordinated the
“ornament. - - S
workshop:

Jackt'e Lewin

- Vblunteéi‘ Sheila ,
- Mayer demonstrates g

the art of spinning .
and carding-wool.

Clint Sims-

»regardlng “Historic Palmyra M1ssour1 envelopes
- commemorating the Pony Express and the dedication of -

'RECENT DONATIONS
TO THE COLLECTIONS

PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL

Joslyn Art Museum ~— a Pony Express Tra11 Marker Plaque

: and a medal commemoratmg the Pony Express Dlamond

Jubilee of 1935

Corbyn Jacobs — Newspapers from Palmyra MISSOUI’I
Hannibal MlSSOllI‘l, St. Louis, M1ssour1 and Qu1ncy, Ilhn01s,_
discussing the dedication of William H. Russell’s grave (one ¥

~of the founders of the Pony" Express) in’ Palmyra g

Newspapers from Kansas City, Missouri, reportmg -on the

effort to preserve the home of Alexander Major$ (another of

the founders of the Pony Express). Varrous documents

3

Russell’s grave, programs from that dedication and letterhead

from the William H. Russell Memorlal Assocratron Also
‘donated were photographs of the people involved with”
raising the money for Russell’s grave, dlgmtarles present at
- the dedication; descendants of Russell and Ma]ors present at
“the: ceremony, the memorial and Russell s grave and the

plaquieto honor Wllham B Waddell (th1rd founder of the'

-Pony Express)

'Hans‘ J. Hubl— 32 map of the Pony Express Trail with the-

_stations noted and named. Map was created by Mr. Hubl. and
his friend Wolfgang Skoczowsky. Mr. Skoczowsky did the -
~ artwork, while Mr. Hubl complled the list of names. Both

men reside in Germany

ST JOSEPH MUSEUM

Lula Lamme —a letter from W1lham Chenoweth to h1s ‘

wife dated April 29, 1849.- He was part of wagon tram that

‘was camping two miles above St. Joseph when he wrote. the .
“letter. The letter is addressed to Sarah Chenoweth in Perry
‘Pike, County, Illmors R y

o

~ John Mullinax — a map of St. Joseph dated’ about 1870.-.
_The framed map hung in the donor s offlce o

s Edrth Gallagher — letters donated prevrously, but not

accessed. They concern the Parker family who llved in
Boston, Massachusetts ‘The earliest letters are about
Nathaniel Parker, his life in the California Mines and his -

L_death Most of the letters were written- durmg the Civil War
between Benjamm Parker and his 51ster Loulsa :

’Mr & Mrs H Kenneth Mlller —Newspapers'letters ’

stationery, busmess cards, packing orders, photographs and
bottles from the Louis Fuelling and Sons Bottling Company

(see related artlcle)
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LEAH SPRATT CHALLENGE

" Leah Spratt has. provided us with a wonderful opportunity, through a $50 000 challenge grant to purchase the :
apartments immediately east of the Pony Express National Memorial. For years, the apartments have been a
'.serlous llablllty to: the museum

'These apartments have just become avallable and Miss Spratt, visualizing the poss1b111t1es has establrshed th1s 1
challenge with the following COIldlthIlS e
' 1) The purchase be completed by February 15.

2). The tenants be notified by March 1. -

©3)-All tenants relocated by April 15, and

4) The apartments razed and landscaped by June 1 N L R L . e

In Miss Spratt s own words “I feel that When these umts are torn down that th1s area can be landscaped and
~beautified with shrubs and ﬂowers The memonal 1tself will be more v1s1ble and mv1t1ng to local people as, well as
‘ the thousands of tOllI‘lStS who visit. St J oseph 2% : : : -

Itis antlclpated that we- w1ll néed $100,000 in add1t10n to MISS Spratt S $50 000 in order to complete the pI'O]CCt
We have a signed contract with the seller for $99,000 with an addendum statmg that the seller i is responsrble for
v notlfymg and relocatmg the tenants A b1d for $37 500 to raze the apartments has been recelved

At thls tlme we have received enough cash and pledges to purchase the apartments The board has unanlmously
moved ahead and closed on the apartments with the antlclpatlon that suffrclent momes w1ll be ralsed to demollsh'

and landscape

- Time is of the essence, just as it was in the creation of the Pony Express 1tself It was in J anuary 1860 that the
founders decided to organize the Pony Express. The first rider left from those h1stor1c stables at 914 Penn some 60; ot
‘_ days later on April 3, 1860 at 7:15 p.m.! Would you please consrder a pledge to meet thls need" Fp ‘

AL Leah Spratt Challenge Pledge
Firm Name TOTAL PLEDGE

. e

. Name.
Date _
1= ) Entire amount now
~ Mallmg Address
y : Flrst year's payment now
' e Check attached
~ Phone . H W It Brllme
: r"ngned v ' ' S it B
pra 3 2nd yearpayment$ - due_. / ./ (date)
V_Makecheckspayableto Pony Express lnc Vy‘, J A $ i Lokt S e R W ( )
Mail to: 3rd year payment $___ due__/___/_.(date)
.Pony Express Natlonal Memonal
"'POBox244.; AL aem I imn DL o : Rt ? [ A : i g cabi
) St JOSGph MO 64'502 _02 44 “ o g ) TOTAL PLEDGE AMOUNT PAID | .~ BALANCE £ SOLICITORF'
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS  [[ESRENENE

February

21 - President’s Day - Holiday hours
will be observed at the St. Joseph
Museum, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

28 - The St. Joseph Archaeological
Society will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Pony Express
National Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

March

8 - The Gateway Chapter of the
Oregon-California Trails Association
will meet at 7:00 p.m. The topic will be
“Dinner on the Trail.” The meeting will
be held at 2610 Messanie Street.

28 - The St. Joseph Archaeolgical
Society will meet at 7:30 p.m. in the
Community Room of the Pony Express
National Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

Name ). National Memorial and
" Address ’ : mail to:
City State Zip , ‘
paytime Phone ( ) ST. JOSEPH
" MUSEUM
3 : g 1100 Charles Street
Membership level: . : o5 I : St. Joseph, Missouri- -
__$1000.00 Patron  —$100.00- Donor i '

O Gift

‘[ Newmember. [ Renewal : o
L ’ Enclosed is a check for: .
Your Name (s) ot - $ P
Address_- . 5 4
City - State Zip

Please make your check -
-.. payable to the St. Joseph

Daytime Phone ( )

Gift membership for: (please fill in your name above)

: - 64501-2874
50.00 Subscribing ST g

- 25.00- Sustaining

'500.00 Fellow
250.00 - Sponsor _

All contnbuttons are equally divided between the St Joseph Museum and Pony
’ Express National Memonal unless otherwise speelﬁed

Museum or Pony Express -

O

Your contribution provides a one-year Ine’mbership‘for you and your

- . immediate family. A majority of your membeiship contribution is tax- -

~ deductible under 1994 IRS guidelines for charitable contrlbutlons
_ After receiving your membership; we will send youa receipt that
includes further information on tax deductlblhty

For more museum information call 232—847\_1

St jJEo‘sépwh Museum:
.~ 1100 Charles Street
‘ St. Joseph, Missouri 64501- 2874

Monday through Saturday 9.5 p.m. .

: Sundays 1-5p. m.

Pony Express National Memorial
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244

- §t. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244:
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

Printed on Recycled Paper

~ U.S. POSTAGE

' PAID

ST. JOSEPH, MO’
PERMIT NO. 40-

NON-PROFIT ORG.

,ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED



