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Jesse denied

official infamy |

JEFFERSON CITY — The '
spirit of Jesse James nearly |
had another run-in with
“the law’>Wednesday. . '

While the outlaw may {
have died in St. Joseph at ‘
the hands of Bob Ford in
1882, his spirit touched the
Capitol for a moment when
Sen. Harold Caskey, D-
Butler, proposed an amend-
‘ment to make him the offi-
cial “state outlaw.”

The Missouri Senate was
discussing legislation that
would make the Missouri
mule the official state ani-
mal. Caskey later withdrew
the amendment.
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Curious expect

By GARY CHILCOTE

News-Press Special Correspondent

When some of the nation’s top
forensic scientists:begin the ex-
cavation Monday to locate the
body of Jesse James, major news
media from around the world are
expected to show up at Em grave
site in Kearney, Mo. .

James’ body is to be exhumed
to allow modern DNA tests to de-
termine whether the .remains
really are those of Jesse -James
and to answer other questions
about his death in St. Joseph on
April 3, 1882.

Dr. Gerald Lee, Clay County
medical examiner, and James E.
Starrs, professor of law and fo-

rensic sciences at George
Washington University,

want the exhumation to

be done as aEmz% as pos-
sible.

‘But they acknowledge
that Jesse James is
world famous and that
crowds of reporters,
camera crews and curi-
ous spectators may
complicate the dig,
scheduled to begin short-
ly after 8.a.m: Monday in
Mount Olivet Cemetery.

“We have been con-
tacted by all the major

networks in the U.S. and several
other countries,” Starrs said.

B RECORDS 2

LOTTERIES 2

OBITUARIES 3

. Call the City Desk/, Ro mcug 2 ~N &mg

ed to view exhumation

~/ G 78

am  Some, including NBC
and Omﬁsm: Television
ARD, will be in St. Jo-
seph today to film at the
Jesse James Home,
where the outlaw was
killed.

The Kearney cemetery
is directly across the
street from a small shop-
ping center, but- Starrs
wants people to park east
w s« of the cemetery to avoid
crossing busy Missouri

Vs, Highway 92 af Kearney.

Starrs thinks that the
body of Jesse James will
be relatively intact despite having

been buried for more than 113

years. James originally was
buried on his mother’s farm in
1882, then exhumed and moved to
the town cemetery in 1902 and
buried in a new metal coffin.

“It is not known whether Jesse
James was embalmed prior to

burial, even though newspaper

reports have said he was,” Starrs
said. “However, it can be reason-
ably speculated that some form of
preservative was employed” to
delay decomposition of the body.

Starrs said reports from the
1902 burial suggest that “the con-
dition of the remains will be
today what they were in 1902 —
skeletonized but in analyzable
condition.”

At the time of his death, Jesse

James was about 5 feet 9 inches
tall, with a solid, muscular build;-
blue eyes; an oval face; black -
hair; and a carefully trimmed :
brown beard.

He had two bullet wounds in.
his right chest and a bullet wound
above one knee, and the tip of his
left, middle finger had been shot
off.

The metal coffin will not be
opened at the cemetery once it
has been removed from the grave.

Starrs plans to take it intact to
the Kansas City Regional Crime.
Lab, where only members of his:
scientific sleuthing team will be-
permitted to view the remains.
There will be no public photo-
graphs, he vows.
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Kearney, wasn’t to be as easy
as he originally believed.

The coffin was found almost
six feet down after hours of
digging, using both shovels and
masonry trowels. .

Instead of a metal coffin, only
deteriorated wood was found.
And six metal coffin handles
were recovered.

The glass faceplate in the
coffin was found broken, and
the wooden coffin showed signs
of partial collapse.

Michael Finnegan, professor
of anthropology from Kansas
State University, reported that
the only bone yet recovered,
from the foot of the grave, was
a spongy leg bone in very bad
shape. -

He said a larger leg bone is
needed to conduct proper mit-
ochondrial DNA tests to deter-
mine if the body is really
James’. :

“We are at the right place,
and we have a casket,” Fin-
hegan said. “At this time we
haven’t made any identifica-
tion.”

He said if the skeletal re-
mains were in perfect condi-
tion, they would be out of the
ground by now. Instead, when
the exhumation resumes at 8
a.m. today, it will be a full ar-
chaeological dig, carefully
documenting each item found,

e ——— —b'

Please see Jesse/Page 3A

Members of the news media from around the nation and the
world horde around the grave of Jesse James in Kearney, Mo.,

James’ remains.

Staff photo by IVAL LAWHON JR.

on Monday as researchers attempt to find the casket containing

World’s eyes focus on dig

By GARY CHILCOTE

News-Press Special Oo?mmvoza,mi

KEARNEY, Mo. — President Clinton
couldn’t attract as much news media to
one spot as the city of Kearney, Mo., is at-
tracting this week with the exhumation of
outlaw Jesse James.

Of course, Jesse James is probably a bet-
ter-known name around the world.

That’s why three German television
crews — Spiegel TV, RTL Television, and
ARD — are sending live televised pictures
by satellite to Europe as each shovel full of
earth is tossed from the James grave.

Australia also is receiving live coverage
from Clay County, where Jesse James was
buried in 1902.

At one time Monday, nine live remote
TV broadcast trucks lined the south side of
Mt. Olivet Cemetery.

The major American networks were pre-

T st O Yo mwcmmr mmew 309 °™" o NV O
wWeRM e W ot <30Y m //
N el
wuwwmo%owp mwﬂ cwa.o, aa wwwoamﬁ B OO i
o AW 1 S /
o B suod ° ‘ ’m
1S .VVO

sent, along with “A Current Affair” and a
reporter for People magazine. The Wash-
ington Posthas had a reporter assigned for
the past three days, and every local radio
and TV station has been on hand.

To be sure everything is documented in
detail on video, Gary Hochman, senior pro-
ducer for Nebraska Educational Tele-
communications, keeps cameras focused
on the dig.

He uses a 20-foot long boom that holds a
remote-controlled television camera giving
a bird’s-eye view of the excavation as a
television pool feed for any station want-
ing to use the information.

The Nebraska video will be used to cre-
ate a documentary of the exhumation of
Jesse James, Discovery Channel was un-
able to negotiate a deal with James Starrs,
the exhumation leader, to cover the event.

Even the Jesse James Home in St. Jo-
seph has been visited almost daily by the

pei
/ -

news media in the frenzy to come up with
additional James folklore.

During the dull times Monday, reporters
roamed through the crowd seeking Jesse
James’ relatives, historians and others
they could interview to get an exclusive
comment or two while the forensic scien-
tists were busy digging into James’ grave.

Today cameras will be banned from
looking into the excavation. The Clay
County sheriff’s office is concerned about
violations of privacy as individual remains
are uncovered.

Nearby on a truck: sits a copper-colored
concrete vault that will be installed in the
grave opening once the coffin is finally te-
moved.

The vault will contain James’ new coffin
once the co%, is ready for reburial, not lat-
er than Oct. 31.
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Jesse’'s dig produces a great circus

KEARNEY, Mo. — Jesse James owned
top billing Monday.

They were, after all, exhuming his
body from a grave in the Mount Olivet
Cemetery on the west
edge of town. Jesse was
the show that brought
them in from across the
country and around the
world.

But the side -show
alone was worth the
price of any ticket. A
Zerelda James wan- y
nabe came in costume .
— from her black hat to

her black boots to her
necklace that displayed By MARK
small protraits of the PESETHHEINN
James family members = "

— to watch scientists 1imely Observations
steal James’ 113-year-

old corpse from Mother Earth.

Jesse’s a hot' commodity, according to
the woman who plays Jesse’s wife in pro-
ductions across the United States. She’s
bringing in a tour group of 300 Jesse-
ophiles here in late September to learn
about the infamous outlaw’s roots.

Vince Simmons brought an entourage
to the dig to bolster his claims that he
was the grandson of the real Jesse
James. Simmons says Jesse’s not in the
grave. Charlie Bigelow is or was. Mainly,
Vince let his two sidekicks do the talking
while he just smiled for the camera.

“What do you want out of this?”’ a re-
porter from German television asked.

“Just the truth,” Vince said with a
smile. Oh, by the way, he was also hock-
ing copies of his book on the real history
of Jesse James.

Matt Myer made sure he stood out in a
crowd. He wore a bright crimson blouse
Swith his Confederate cap and sky-blue
pants. Myer stood a silent watch with a

Rebel flag at the perimeter of the dig area
— that is until some reporter asked for
an interview. Matt, a Son of the Con-
federacy member, tended to stand watch
wherever reporters gathered. He gave
plenty of interviews..

Crowd counts at events like this bor-
der on being meaningless. Folks came
and went as the count hovered around
200. Other numbers may have been more
significant. No fewer than a half-dozen
satellite dishes served up “live feeds” to
the clear-blue, morning sky.

A couple dozen television camera
crews rimmed the dig site that was
marked with yellow police tape tied
around headstones. For every news
crew, there were two regular folks with a
cam-corder ready to capture this mo-
ment in history. Mix in an equal number
of print reporters and photographers,
and you got what we call a gaggle of re-
porters.

This was big news, and we knew it be-
cause that’s what Marion Boyles told his
bosses back at “Current Affair.”

“This is all about DNA,” Boyles said
into his cellular phone. He was too tan,
too New York to care. But darn it, he did.
“You've got tons of stuff here. Mis-
souri is stuffed with stories.”

The crowd broke roughly into three
groups — the inner circle, the press and
the experts. The inner circle was just
that — people allowed inside the tape pe-
rimeter which was guarded by Pinkerton
agents. Professor James E. Starrs, the
man who organized the dig, became the
axis of attention with his assistants.

The prima donna was, of course, Betty
Barr, a great-granddaughter of Jesse.
She moved like a queen bee from her
chair under a shade tree to the grave site
and back, - occasionally offering a com-
ment or two to reporters.

The tragedy was that the reporters out-
numbered the relatives by at least five-

to-one, so everybody became an expert.
One man in a black cowboy hat said he
used to work with someone at the Gener-
al Motors plant who was related to the
mortuary where Jesse was supposedly
embalmed. No way, this expert pro-
nounced, definitively.

When Randy Miller of Young Country
104 begged James Benson, a great-
grandson of Jesse’s sister, for an inter-
view, Benson agreed but with a warning
— “I don’t know anything about it, so I
won’t have much to say,” Benson, who
came all the way from Gravette, Ark., for
the dig, said.

Forty-five minutes later, Benson was
giving KQTV anchor Scott Pickey an in-
terview, with WDAF Channel 4 reporter
Brad Harvey waiting on deck for the next
shot at Benson. Who would have ever
figured his 15 minutes of fame would
come on a sunny morning in Kearney?

Kearney was ready. It turned out the
police, fire, rescue, sheriff and Lions
Club. The Incident Management Com-
mand Center truck even showed up.

The Kearney Courier was ready with
T-shirts with Jesse’s picture and the
caption, “Probing a mystery.” Ten bucks
cheap as compared to the inner circle T-
shirt that proclaimed, “Science tracks
Jesse James.” A woman in a dark green
“I'm a member of the James Gang” shirt
cooled herself with a battery-operated
hand fan. So cool.

But as the sun climbed higher and the
search for the casket grew dimmer, a
new sub-class broke away from the three
main groups — gawkers, folks who were
curious enough to show up and hope to
see history. A hot sun melts a gawker’s
spirit fast. :

My cue to leave history for stronger
hearts came before lunch when one of
the diggers lamented: “They sure do
bury them deep in Missouri.”
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EXxperts think remains belong to outlaw

By GARY CHILCOTE

News-Press Special Correspondent

KEARNEY, Mo. — If the mortal remains
of outlaw Jesse James were those that
slowly began to emerge here Tuesday for
the first time in 93 years, then he resisted
efforts to pull him from the grave as stub-
bornly as he resisted lawmen during his
lifetime,

By late afternoon on the second day of

James' exhumation, these were the find-
ings of project chairman James E. Starrs
and his crew:

o Skull fragments were found under the
crushed glass facepiate on the coffin had
been rushed to the Kansas City Regional
Crime Lab for preservation and X-ray
study for possible lead bullet fragments.

e A “projectile,” possibly a bullet, was
found in the general region of the chest area.

e A corroded chest plate from the coffin

was recovered, with scrollwork visible, but

.no engraved name detected.

e A saw cut around the cranial area in-
dicated the body had apparently been sub-
jected to an autopsy, as reported in St. Jo-
seph in 1882, with the brain exposed. It also
lends credence to the report that James’
brain had been removed, and possibly a
fatal bullet recovered.

The exhumation to verify that Jesse
James was Kkilled in St. Joseph on April 3,
1882, and is now buried in Mount Olivet
Om_Bmp.mS\ here, slowed from the first day’s
digging with a back hoe and shovels to one
of dry paint brushes and small trowels. °

Starrs, the man in charge of the dig, said
he now feels more certain that the grave
being exhumed is that of Jesse James, not
his wife or another relative in the grave
plot.

Michael Finnegan, anthropologist from

Please see Diggers/Page 7A

Staff photo by IVAL LAWHON JR.
Relatives of Jesse James, from the left, Betty Barr, Mark Nikkel,

Carla Custer and Bob Jackson, look over the excavation work of
James’ grave site at Kearney, Mo., on Monday afternoon.
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SATURDAY MAIL CALL

Dear Reader,

The Mail Call starts this
morning with a complaint
from a reader about a editorial
cartoon that showed Bob Dole
stirring a brew of danger from
lowered governmental food
safety regulations. That’s fair.
Political cartoons are intended
to provoke discussion.

The second writer may make

are not alone in their conserva-
tive ideas, and that the media
have tried hard and long to con-
vince us that grass-roots America
is liberal — it’s not.

Please consider this, and while
we’re talking about balance,
could you put Mallard Fillmore
on the editorial page next to
Doonesbury?

SUZAN JARRETT
Cosby, Mo.

Money motivates

search for James

With all the hoopla surround-
ing the all-important second ex-
humation and “autopsy” of the
“well-preserved” 100-plus-year-
old dead body of dear old Jesse,
has everyone forgotten that he
was either directly responsible
for, or connected with the deaths

7- 12-95

more of a point than we care to
admit. The mix of columnists
is already being reviewed.
Anyone with a favorite writer
is urged to write or call.
Finally, this Mail Call would
not be complete without a
couple of letters on the ex-
humation of Jesse James.
These two fill the bill nicely.
M. Sheehan

_— e

(murders) of 16 to 18 people, some
innocent, some not; about eight
bank robberies; five train rob-

Dberies; stagecoach robberies; and

other related mischief and may-
hem? One wonders if history will
be as kind in bestowing hero stat-
us on the likes of a Jeffery Dah-
mer or a John Wayne Gacy?

I find it hard to believe that all
of this effort is for historical ac-
curacy. I wonder if there has
been an advance on the book
rights? I think perhaps these peo-
ple need to get real employment.

DAVE THOMPSON
St. Joseph

Jesse James:

‘Who cares?’

I have been reading all the
hoopla concerning the DNA test-
ing to be done on the body of

Jesse James and I wonder why
they want to dig up the old outlaw
and further desecrate his grave,
his body and his memory. What
will such an act accomplish, even
if by some chance they find that it
isn’t Jesse James in that grave?
After 113 years, who really cares?
Jesse’s body was positively
identified by his mother, other
relatives, friends and doctors at
the time of his death. Scars on his
body helped confirm that it was
Jesse James. The reward would
not have been paid to “the dirty
little coward’ Bob Ford and his
brother Charlie if there had been
any doubt whom they had killed.
A lot of so-called ““facts” sur-
round Jesse James, one of which
is that the tip of one finger had
been shot off in a gunfight. He ac-
cidentally shot it off himself
while fooling with his pistol. This,
along with his sometimes strange
temperament, earned him the
nickname of “Dingus.” He was so
unpredictable that Quantrill
would not let him ride in his
gang, so Jesse rode with Bill An-
derson and Frank James rode
with Quantrill. Frank was the
brains of the James gang.
Another “fact” is the bullet
hole in the wall of the house
where he was killed. The under-
taker’s report was that the bullet
never exited his skull, but en-
tered just behind one ear and
lodged behind his eye on the op-
posite side. The “bullet hole” was

probably the result of someone
trying to drive a nail into the
plaster of the wall.

Also, there was never any proof
that either Jesse or Frank was in-
volved in the robbery or murder
of a conductor named Westfall
and stone mason Frank McMil-
lan. There is also no proof that
they robbed the Gallatin Savings
and Loan and killed John W.
Sheets. The only thing either of
them ever stood trial for was
when Frank was tried in Gallatin
for the murder of Westfall and
was acquitted.

Fiction makes for good reading,
sells newspapers and creates a lot
of re-enactments of alleged James
gang ‘““crimes,” but such report-
ing cannot change the facts, so
why don’t we accept the fact that
Jesse is the one in that grave,
leave well enough alone, and let
the old fellow rest in peace at last.

I know this letter is probably
too long to be published, but I
thought I should come to the de-
fense of the old rascal and ques-
tion the wisdom behind any DNA
testing of whatever remains of
him. And the question that will
be asked after all the digging,
testing and media confusion is
over will be, “Who cares?”’

JIMMY D. ESKRIDGE
Gallatin, Mo.
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50° 4 SECTIONS

ssor James Starrs surveys Jesse James’ grave, center, while deciding how to exhume his body.

xperts to exhume Jesse

ay County
tcuit judge
ursday or-
H the body
se James,
led here in
punt Olivet
emetery in
rnav Mo

“Good friends, for Jesus’ sake forbear,
To dig the dust enclosed here.
Blessed be the man that spares these
stones,
Cursed be he that moves my bones.”
— William Shakespeare

By GARY CHILCOTE

end of July, and must be reinterred
within 90 days. Dr. Gerald Lee, Clay
County medical examiner, was ordered
to keep the remains under lock and key
and to treat the entire operation with
respect.

At the time James was killed in St.
Joseph, he was living at 1318 Lafayette
under the alias of Tom Howard. By
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B LETTERS TO
NP 76275
Outsiders scolded

for rousing Jesse

1 find it incredible that nonresident,
nonrelated people now seek a court order
to legally open the grave site of Jesse
Woodson James and probe the remains
in order to satisfy the morbid curiosity of
special interest groups. -

There is no legal basis for suchare- . |
quest to be granted, and my personal
advice to these intruders is simply this: |
Go back where you came from!

JESSE E. CARMICHAEL
Pickering, Mo.

e
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B Recorps

LOTTERIES

OBITUARIES

Call the City Desk/Julie Buzbe

DNA expert to be at James hearing

By GARY CHILCOTE

News-Press Special Correspondent

DNA expert James E. Starrs
will appear Thursday in Clay
County Circuit Court on his re-
‘quest to exhume the body of out-
law Jesse James for a new aut-
opsy and DNA tests that could
confirm James was killed in St.
Joseph. v

The new study would come at
the urging of some James de-
scendants, including James Ross,
a superior court judge in Califor-
nia-who is a great-grandson of
Jesse James. :

By coincidence, the hearing
will be on Judge Ross’ birthday,
the day he retires as a California
judge. He will not attend the Clay
County hearing at Liberty, Mo.

The goal is to put to rest the sto-
ries that Jesse James staged the
shooting in St. Joseph to elude
the law, and that he lived well
into the 20th century.

- 17 descendants of outlaw a

Starrs is professor of law and
forensic sciences at George
Washington University in Wash-
ington, D.C. Assisting him will be
George C. Stephens, professor of
structural geology at the same
university.

Starrs has the consent of 17 rel-
atives of the deceased outlaw, and
he has received support from peo-
ple in Texas who claim to be re-
lated but insist James was not
killed in St. Joseph on April 3,
1882.

He will have a team of scien-
tists and historians who back the
plan to use modern scientific
sleuthing to answer. questions
about the killing that the original
1882 autopsy did not address. .

Starrs  hopes to determine
whether the bullet that killed
James left his head; whether both
Bob Ford and his brother Charles

fired their guns, and to learn the
caliber of the bullet and the angle
from which it was fired.

Through measurements taken
at the James home in May, Starrs
will present a computerized re-
construction of the crime scene of
the house, which was then at 1318
Lafayette St.

If the court rules the body may
be exhumed after 113 years, such
activities would probably take
place in late July. James is buried
with other family members in
Mount Olivet Cemetery at Kear-
ney, Mo.

“We would first carefully re-
move the headstones,” Starrs told
the News-Press this week., “I
don’t want anybody . around.
There would be no viewing of the
skeletal remains, and nothing
would be opened at the grave
site.” :

gree to autopsy

He said exhumation of the met-
al coffin from the grave would
take place in a tent with sides
that would ensure privacy. The
coffin would be moved by hearse
to the Kansas City Regional
Crime Lab where scientific equip-
ment is available. - . :

Various tests on tissue from the
body in the grave will take place
at laboratories in' Pennsylvania,
Florida and Kansas, as well as
Kansas City. Several descendants
of Jesse James have volunteered
to give a sample of blood for
comparative DNA testing.

Once the studies and tests have
been completed, the body would
be reburied in the cemetery, and
the gravestones reinstalled. The
entire procedure would be done
at no cost to taxpayers.

Starrs acknowledges that some
people want James’ grave left un-

disturbed, but he feels the stuc
has scientific value.

“If that’s the theory, w
wouldn’t have archaeology as
science today,” Starrs points ou
“That’s the way we learn of a
cient civilizations.”

After the shooting in St. Josep
on April 3, 1882, James’ body w:
taken by train to his hometown ¢
Kearney, Mo., on April 6, 188
and buried in the backyard of h:
mother’s farm that afternoon.

-About 20 years later when hi
mother, Zerelda Samuel, was to
old to live on the farm, she ha
the body exhumed and moved i
to the town cemetery to be burie
beside Jesse’s wife, Zee, who die
in 1900.

Records indicate the secon
burial was in a metal coffir
something that Starrs believe
would make it easy to locate wit]
a magnetometer.

He said the metal coffin wouli
also help ensure that the body i
in reasonably good condition.
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Possible war
bullet found in
James’ grave

Metal plaque, black amethyst
also are found with the bones.

By KELLY GARBUS
Staff Writer

A .36-caliber slug found in Jesse James’ grave may
have caused a chest wound the outlaw got at the end
of the Civil War, a forensic firearms specialist said
Wednesday.

Exhumations at the Mount Olivet Cemetery ended
late Wednesday morning in Kearney. James’ great-
granddaughter, Betty Barr, dumped in the first shovel-
ful of dirt as the grave was closed back up until the re-
mains are returned for reburial.

Researchers later in the day held what may be their
last press conference for a month or more, while they
work to analyze the remains. An interim report on the
findings is expected to be presented in September at
the James-Younger Gangs’ National Conference in
Louisville, Ky.

“We have divided the labor for the future,” said pro-
ject leader James E. Starrs,

Starrs said bone fragments will be given to Michael
Finnegan, an anthropology professor who oversaw
e€xcavations at the grave, for preparation and analysis
at Kansas State University,

Starrs said he would take glass, fabric and other
non-bone items, like the casket handles, back to
George Washington University in Washington, D.C,
for analysis.

Starrs said it is possible that other specialists will be
consulted for a variety of analyses.

DNA testing will be performed at Penn State Uni-

See .36-CALIBER, C-8, Col. 1

In a culture driven by fads, T predict
Wwe are witnessing the start of a ghoul-
ish new frenzy: exhuming the famous
dead.

It’s going to be a kind of free-for-all
scavenger hunt — scientists and ama-
teurs with shovels, jostling at the
graveyard gates, reporters and TV
Crews panting at their heels.

Who's that in Elvis’ coffin? Was it
John Lennon they buried, or some im-
postor? Is Warren Harding really dead,
or, for that matter, was he ever really
alive? Was it James Dean who perished
in the car accident? How can we be
sure? I

Tia
|

e

_— _—

Iu. \ &
.

Betty Barr, a great-granddaughter of Jesse James, ceremonial-
ly ended the exhumation of his Mount Olivet grave Wednesday.

Call in the DNA experts, and roll
back the headstone, boys.

Ler’s dig that sucker up!

For reasons not immediately obvi-
ous to persons of balanced mind, all
this will be treated as big national and
international news.

Correspondents for the supermarket
tabloids and all the other important
press will be assembled at the grave
site, recording every jubilant cry of the
excavators,

“Got a tibia here!”

“Got a cuff link!”

“Got paﬁx of a molar!”

= .

oL
T

FRED BLOCHER/The Star

s no refuge }"rom peoplewitﬂ c

At the start, this macabre zea] for
disentombment will focus on celebri-
ties, but it won’t stop there. Even we
ordinary folks won’t be safe.

All sorts of claimants will get in on
the act — jilted suitors, wanting back
the rings and diamond brooches the
departed took with them to the next
world; adoptees, willing to pry open a
many coffins as it takes to find their
true kin; bag people claiming to be the
last living heir of the slain czar.

It will be ashes to ashes, dust to
dust...and dust straight to the foren-
sics laboratory. Before this thing runs
its cpurse, the cemeteries of America
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Remains Exhumed in Search for Jesse James

NEODESHA, Kan. (AP) - Authorities have exhumed the remains of a +aCle

Kansas farmer who died in 1935 in an effort to determine if he could Resta

have been the legendary outlaw Jesse James. *a D:
e an

As about two dozen people watched Saturday, Wichita State University
anthropologist and criminal justice professor Peer Moore-Jansen
oversaw the removal of Jeremiah James' remains. Samples of hair,
bones and teeth will be obtained for DNA analysis.

The observers included family members and cowboy re-enactors who COV‘.’?
wanted to honor the outlaw's legacy. * Phile

Eagle
Some historians believe it's possible the outlaw faked his own death in * O_a\kl
1882, although others believe James was killed by a fellow bandit who neide
wanted to collect a $10,000 reward. * Mian

Dolph
Bill Kurtis, who is documenting the exhumation and DNA analysis for the .Sitae'tetls!

History Channel, said the story is good even if Jeremiah James does not
turn out to be Jesse James - since 120 years later family and historians
still can't agree on how and when the outlaw died.

""So, was Jesse James shot in the back of the head by the cowardly Bob
Ford, as conventional wisdom has led us to believe?" he asked. “"The
truth is, we still don't know for sure. Which leads us to explore other
theories as they emerge.”

Nancy Haviland, a great-granddaughter of Jeremiah, initially opposed
the exhumation, but changed her mind when the family was assured the
grave site would be restored by Memorial Day.

Nevertheless, she remains skeptical. Her 99-year-old aunt remembers
Jeremiah James for his sparkling brown eyes; Jesse James had blue
eyes. The Jeremiah James she knows about was born in 1847, a farmer
who lived into his late 80s and whose wife died less than two months
before him.

"I love American-history,” said Chuck James, a descendant of - Gifts
Jeremiah. If this isn't him, then there are other avenues to pursue.” « Cool

* Expr
There have been several other attempts in recent years to identify Jesse ofﬁge
James' real burial site, including an exhumation of the wrong body in «'Dr. /
2000, when searchers were hoping to prove that Jesse Frank Dalton of New [
Granbury, Texas, was Jesse James. Revol

5/11/03 9:25 PM
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the Box Office James was among the most notorious Old West outlaws, his exploits
Business: Treasury gengationalized in dime novels. With his brother Frank, James was a
Chief: Tax Cuts Will  pember of the feared Quantrill's Raiders during the Civil War. After the
Spur Growth war, he joined with other former Confederates to rob banks and trains.
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The killing of Jesse James, St. Joseph’s
most famous and infamous citizen, on
April 3, 1882, was not a simple shot to the
brain. Instead, the slaying was a violent
murder that included
not only a bullet into
the brain, but a vicious
beating of his head
with revolver butts to
make certain that the
outlaw was really
dead.

When the James
body was exhumed at
Kearney, Mo., in mid-
July, the recovered re-
mains included shat-
tered pieces of skull.
Saw marks on the
skull indicated an
autopsy of the outlaw
had been conducted.
That is corroborated by the account of a
postmortem contained. in “Life and
Times of Frank and Jesse James,” pub-

lished in 1882, the year of Jesse’s death.

By FRED

SLATER

Timely Observations
Emeritus

B dcadiian oo dunitl

The book also knocks the story about

the “bullet hole” in the James house
here into a cocked hat, as the book states
the fatal ball did not leave Jesse’s head
until the missile was removed by a doc-
tor.

According to the book, the autopsy was
conducted under the direction of Dr.
George C. Catlett, then superintendent of
the lunatic asylum in St. Joseph, and Dr.
J.W. Heddens, the Buchanan County
coroner. They were assisted by Dr. Jacob
Geiger, then a young surgeon. The post-
mortem was performed on the night fol-
lowing the killing.

In reply to questions asked after the
autopsy, Dr. Catlett said:

“In the first place, we found that the
reports about the shooting were all
wrong. The bullet, which killed the man,
did not go clear through his head.

“The boys (the Fords) must have
clubbed the man with their revolvers, af-
ter the ball went into his head, for the cut
on the side of his head was made with the
trigger (many early revolvers lacked
trigger guards) of a revolver and not by a
bullet.

B LETTERS TO
&~

Writer proud to push

Jesse off front page

A sudden Sunday rain shower, which
drove me to seek shelter under the 22nd
Street overpass at Corby Pond, and the
inventive genius of your photographer —
himself protecting his pet “assault”
weapon beneath a more normal umbrella
— combined to remove Jesse James from
the front page, even after retired City
Editor Harold Slater had sought to revive
Jesse James in the earlier Sunday edi-
tion.

Whether the editorial page realized it
or not, by pointing out ex-reporter
Slater’s Democratic background, one
reader got the impression that there is
something even deader than Jesse
James, namely the Democratic Party,
once the spokesman for the common
man only to have surrendered to the bot-

tom of the barrel that President Clinton’s
i " - ; o A,

a j - " "
$ mysterious death continues to rin

“All the officers thought the bullet

" must have gone clear through his head

into the wall or ceiling of the room. It
never went there at all, and they need
not look for it.

“We have it all safe and sound, and
took it out of his head. . .

“I will tell you now how it was. When
Jesse James was shot, he was only part-
ially turned away from the boys, and the
ball went in sideways, at one side of the
head, back of the right ear, and then
lodged just under the skin behind the left
(ear), and that is where we found it.

“The skull was badly shattered; more
so than any I have seen in several years.
It was all torn to pieces, the bullet pass-
ing through the brain.”

Dr. Catlett marveled at the brain, say-
ing, “The brain was a most remarkable
one, and showed the great will power,
earnestness and determination of the
man. It also showed thought and cour-
age, and in most men would have accom-
plished great things.

“There was not a wound of any kind on
the back of the head, except that made by
the bullet which killed the man; all re-

ports to the contrary.”

This account indicates that the bullet
hole shown to tourists at the Jesse James
home, just south of the Patee House Mu-
seum at 12th and Penn streets, is not gen-
uine, as the bullet did not leave Jesse’s
head. The restored house, by the way, is
minus at least one room that existed
when Jesse and his family lived in the
residence. The “bullet hole” is a figment
of someone’s moneymaking imagination
of years ago.

Some St. Joseph residents also recall
that, years ago, when the house was pri
vately owned, residents sold blood-
stained splinters from the floor to vis-
itors for a quarter. Naturally, a supply of
old floorboards and of chicken blood was
kept on hand to meet the demand for
souvenirs.

But the 1882 book does raise two im-
portant questions:

First, what happened to the bullet?

Second, what happened to Jesse’s
brain?

Seeking an answer to the questions, we
asked Mrs. H.E. Peterson, the great
great-grandniece of Dr. Geiger and the
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Jesse given hero’s send-off

- Staff photos by PEGGY BAIR

Re-enactors lead a funeral procession through Kearney, horse-drawn carriage to Mount Olivet Cemetery to be buried
Mo., on Saturday as the body of Jesse James was carried by for the third time.

Fascination, history
attract crowd to funeral

. The crowd that eventually
By MIKE SHERRY 1 ~swelled to more than 600 gath-
News-Press Staff Writer, \ g .M ered early for the service at
the Knights of Columbus Com-
KEARNEY, Mo. — Let the ;
poor man rest, for God’s sake. munity Center.

im Johnson ic wri
As Jesse James was once PM.BE.»W?E Rk

More than 600
attend 3rd burial
of famous outlaw

By MIKE SHERRY
News-Press Staff Writer

KEARNEY, Mo. — A villain maybe, but
113 years after his assassination, Jesse
James was remembered Saturday as a
man with a cause.

“I think it was a very dignified, reli-
gious ceremony,” said Diane Fairchild,
one of Mr. James’ six great
grandchildren.

“I am very pleased,” she added, “that he
was honored as a soldier and for his fam-
ily values — and not merely identified as
an outlaw.”

Mrs. Fairchild’s comments came at the
end of a long day that started at 8 a.m.
with a viewing of the coffin at Fry Funeral
Home and ended at about 4:30 p.m. after a
news conference with the six great-
grandchildren.

In between, there was a 40-minute serv-
ice at the Knights of Columbus Commun-
ity Center, from which the coffin was
taken in a white, horse-drawn hearse to
Mount Olivet Cemetery.

A brief graveside ceremony included an
eight-gun salute by members of a re-
enactment group serving as honor
guards.

The poplar casket, in which was a box
containing Mr. James’ remains, was
draped with six Confederate battle flags
— one for each of the great-grandchildren.

Saturday marked the third burial of Mr.
James, a man who has proven to be re- '
markably mobile since being killed on
April 3, 1882, in St. Joseph.

He was originally buried on the James
Farm in Clay County, but in 1902 he was
moved to Mount Olivet Cemetery.

He was dug up again in July by a team
of scientists seeking positive identifica-
tion of Mr. James through DNA testing.

A barbarous soul to some, St. Joseph’s

favorite outlaw was given a hero’s send-
off Satnrdavw
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Jesse James AP //-/- 95

It was only fitting that the
Knights of Columbus in Kearney,
Mo., would provide the hall for
the final funeral of Jesse James,
As far as I’'ve been able to deter-
mine, Jesse never killed a Catho.- -
lic bank president in any of his
robberies, nor did he ever hold up
a train except those with Protes-
tant conductors,



Jesse James AP f0-23-
I can’t help thinking thede 95
—— neee et

U.S.A. would a reputed criminal
be dug up 100 years after his ‘
death to prove that it was him,
Jesse James was known as an
outlaw whenever he died, wher-
ever he died. And since we’re so
utterly offended with the man’s
politics, why don’t we find a more
respectable person to bury who
would deserve the Christian
burial we so desperately want to
perform? This wasn’t exactly the
opening of a mystery package,
Good grief!
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File photo

Jesse James’ body was strapped to a
board and propped up for R. Uhlman, a St.
Joseph photographer, who sold copies of
this popular print as souvenirs.

St. Josepl

1845-1995
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IS STILL JESS

Preliminary finding

By GARY CHILCOTE

News-Press Special Correspondent

LEXINGTON, Ky. — Final DNA tests
aren’t in, but James E. Starrs told
James-Younger Gang historians here
Friday what the people of St. Joseph
have believed for 113 years — that Jesse
James was probably killed in St. Joseph.

The forensic scientist who exhumed-

the grave of Mr. James last summer re-
ported:

e A partially reconstructed skull re-
veals signs of a large bullet hole below
the right ear, consistent with the James
story.

e The remains are of a medium-height
male between 30 and 40 years of age.
Bob Ford is believed to have shot the 34-
year-old Mr. James behind the right ear
at 1318 Lafayette St. Mr. James stood be-
tween 5 feet 8 inches and 5 feet 10 inches
tall.

“There are many indications that it is
the body of Jesse James,” Mr. Starrs
told a packed banquet hall of about 200
people Friday afternoon. ‘“Nothing we
have found up to this point is inconsist-
ent with it being the great outlaw.”

The professor of law and forensic sci-
ences for George Washington University

in Washington, D|
still under way
found in the gravd

The complete D
nounced Feb. 23 {
the annual meet
Academy of Forl
sic Scientists.

Mr. Starrs
knowledged t
even with his fi
report in Februa
there will be n
sayers who claim|
used the wrong r§
tives for the D
tests.

“We know it’s |
Elvis,” Mr. Sta
joked. “I do not
hume people W
are not dead.”

Newspaper 4
television statiq
from around |
world were here 1
held 13 TV camet|
and radio broadc

A Canadian tevij
ing for an inter
terwards.

The scientist ty



., said DNA tests are
m two molar teeth

JA results will be an-
1 Nashville, Tenn., at

research before the dig started and
showed video of measurements taken at
the James home in St. Joseph.

His findings showed that Mr. James
was buried in his second grave in 1902 in
a pine coffin with ash handles — not the
metal coffin report-

vision crew was wait-
w with Mr. Starrs af-

ced his six months of

| ed in news accounts
/| at the time.

{1 Jesse James was
| originally buried on
| his mother’s farm
| outside Kearney,
{ Mo., in 1882 but was
{ moved to the town
| cemetery in 1902
| when. his mother
{ was no longer liv-
| 'ing at the farm.

1 Mr. Starrs
{ showed slides of
cotton fabric, a .36-
caliber bullet and a
deteriorating but-
ton found in the

grave.

One mystery surfaced: Why were the
remains were found in an anatomically
correct relationship but lying face down
in the grave?

Starrs showed slides of a small piece
of jewelry that appeared to be the tie

BY JEROVA

s keep St. Joseph legend'intact

tack Mr. James was wearing in his fa-
mous death photo.

“He had a laceration near the left eye,
but we have not yet found an exit
wound,” Mr. Starrs said. “The Jesse
James home in St. Joseph may have to
change its slogan, ‘See the BulletHole.

He said dental tests on teeth sent to
Colorado indicated Mr. James apparent-
ly chewed a rather low-grade tobacco,
causing serious damage to his teeth.

There were four gold fillings found in
the teeth, and Mr. Starrs said they will
probably be buried with the rest of the
remains when Mr. James is reburied on
Oct. 28.

The forensics team is éxamining the
reconstructed skull for possible signs of
a second bullet wound. Mr. Starrs sug-
gested that Charles Ford may not have
been truthful when he said he did not
fire at Jesse James.

Slides of the exhumation showed the
skeletal outline in the soil even after all

Please see Jesse/Page 9A

B Access to hair may have curtailed
exhumation, Page 4A.
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:..muh The Kansas City Star Monday, July 24, 1995

Jesse James lies moldering in his grave

The shameless reprobate
probably would get a laugh
over today’s shenanigans.

Quick, answer this: “Who’s buried in
Jesse James’ grave?”
And no, it’s not a trick
question designed to hood-
-wink you and a loved one
into a free trip for two to
tour waterfront property in
south Missouri available at
zero percent financing on a
lake that’s not yet built.
Instead, it’s been the
$64,000 question — ever
since the day the town of
Kearney in Clay County was
descended upon by a team of
forensic scientists and hordes of media
people sent to record the unearthing of
America’s most famous outlaw.

Although I believe that in this case, the
fine line between scientific discovery and
downright ghoulishness has been not
only crossed but also stomped all over,
far be it from me to protest such
shenanigans, for one basic reason.

Whether he’s the guy they just dug up
or whether he’s buried someplace else,
Jesse James absolutely must be in his ele-
ment. I remember when I interviewed
Milt Perry, who before his death in 1991
was for years Clay County superinten-
dent of historic sites, at the James Farm
in 1986, .

“Jesse recognized the power of the-
press,” Perry said. When the James gang
robbed the train at Gads Hill, “he handed
the conductor a sheet of paper and told
him to give it to the newspapers. He'd
written his own headline: The Most Dar-
ing Robbery on Record. In effect, it was a
press release. He’d left a blank for them to
fill in the amount of money taken!”

Further, wmﬁ.‘% added, Jesse often wrote
formal disclaimers that were hand deliv-

-ered to the newspapers by his mother,

Zerelda. The hombre who staged the
first daylight bank robbery in the coun-
try and once robbed the Kansas City
HW: of $10,000 wasn’t exactly publicity
shy.

Perry had concluded that it was Jesse’s
fascination with newspapers (he sub-
scribed to three) coupled with his flair
for the dramatic that had made this way-
ward son of a Baptist preacher an Amer-
ican folk hero in his own time. Quite a
feat, when you consider that he was a
known thief and murderer.

So there’s quite possibly no individual
in the history of time who’d be more
eager than Jesse James to have his bones
rummaged through while cameras roll,
computer keyboards click and satellites
beam every last detail around the globe.
The only pity is that he can’t issue his

own press release from beyonc

Faithful readers of this colui
not wait months for resulfs of
ing of what’s left of the bad gt
the whereabouts of the real Jes
because I know the answer. Th
Jesse James can be found in th{
tographs and letters and pages
family’s Bible on exhibit in a §
um near Kearney, reached by |
35, Missouri 92 and Jesse Jame
Road.

Although he eluded the law ¢
lifetime, the real Jesse James ha
captured by historians in the di
his firearms, boots, wallet, spur
countless other artifacts that be
him, brother Frank and other r

A short walk from the museu
real Jesse James and the painful
Civil War piece of American hi
represents can be found in every
and crevice of the simple dirt-fl
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the grave; cabin/farmhouse Wwhere he was born in
nn need 1847. It’s on the National Register of
DNA test- Historic Places and js among the few ex-
y to learn amples left standing of homes of com-
se James, mon people of that era, . Tem e 1
s real In front of the farmhouse is the oyt- v=" 4
‘pho- law’s original grave site. His mother had :
of his him buried there after he was killed (re- -
1all muse- portedly killed? killed at least as dead as
lterstate Elvis?) in 1882 in his home in St. Joseph ',
i Farm by a former member of his gang, In 1902

the body would be moved to Mount .

ringhis ~ QOlivet Cemetery, site of the recent com- >’

been motion. But at the time of Jesse’s death, i
playsof  the strong-willed Zerelda James insisted

and that her son be laid to rest where she

onged to  could watch over him. She feared that

latives, grave robbers and souvenir hunters A
1, the would disturb Jesse’s remains, - :
J0st- Imagine that.

ory he Marli Murphy is o contributing colym- . _H, H O Z
grack nist to FYT on Mondays. She writes

or

\Snx.,
her home in Kansas City, Norh,

/

Feels so
good.

Barry White
makes a rare
appearance in
Kansas City.

Page 6.

mmﬂ_m_ .m.___._ mmm New videotapes demonstrate exercises

k
sedl Bmxm,”:m. face loo
b mcnu@oc:vmmq and wrinkle-free.

See Health and Fitness on Page 3.
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Jesse James 77 104-76

I'm calling from Atchison,
Kan. This is about Jesse James.

Now someone in Oklahoma

says he’s buried down there. [
(don’t) think he’s buried down
there.

I think they’re all mistaken.
I think he’s buried in my back
yard here in Atchison because
there was a big sunflower in my
garden that I didn’t plant there.

I think Jesse had some big
Missouri sunflower seeds in his
pocket when they buried him
and one of them just now came
up. : .
I'm really not concerned
about Jesse. Wherever he is,
he’s pretty apt to stay there.

I’'m far more concerned about
the living. The political corrup-
tion referred to by Fred Slater
in Friday morning’s News-Press
and the downward spiral of our
hation’s morality and sense of
values. '
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