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Departure of the First Rider from the Pony Express Stables, April 3, 1860
by Charles Hargens , from the original oil painting on exhibit in the Pony Express Museum.



‘paypdionind
sdap ssaudxry Kuogd ‘Kpo)) 1nd opodng
pup uosdwoy ], saloy)) ) SalvY)
Yyorymw $16 1 ul poy som Kuowa.ad Sul
JIauNn Uy YIod 9904 Ul 0981 ‘€ [Mdy
UO Pa3ID]S SSaUdxT] Kuod 1841 oY1 a4Ym
20m]d,, 31) SUIyDW PUSWNUOW 31} PAJDUOD
UON)0NY UDPIUIWY Y] JO SLapysnoq
Y Y} 4nuUd] J12Y] SULIND SDM I] [g]

‘6881
‘4g f4onupp ‘preray Ajre ydasop 1§
«‘898T 1 $21qMS yvad S,94!d,, [3]

 WNaSNA] pup ‘$21QDIS “UOYDIOWSWIULO])
— 8saudxs] Auod ayJ,, 2104m pup 12241
uuad %16 v Suippnq ay) paydunasal
M3IAdY [EILIOISTH HNOSSIIA] 242 /0.4071p2
uazpwa0yg pLold ‘0961 Anp u [1]

0987 2y} ajebusanut 0 uebaq suazid
pa3isaiajul 12Uj0 pue SIejOyds ‘sidjlam
[eo0] pue [euoneu ‘ssaxdxq Auod ayj jo
Aresianluue Yjaujy ay) duunp Q161 Ul
‘uonUa}Ie [RUOIRU PaAI2Ja1 JS1Y Ssa1dxX]
Auod 2y} ui a]01 s ydasop 1g jo adue}
-1odwir ayj Jey; eia sy} Suunp sem j
[g] Auedwio)) 101s[odxX] pue ssaije|y
wI2}S3\\ @Y} pasnoy ainponis ayy €161
0] Y061 woiq 'sa[qers e se Buip[ing
ay} asn 0] sjuedndodo jse| 2y} aiam
Aoyl Buippng ayz peidndooo sa[qeis
A1a2a1] pue Bulpieoyg suowwllg pue
JI2[1sOH @Y} 006 T Ul Jo1e| s1eah noq

'sojoyd ay3 Buuredwod Aq uaas aq
ued 2INJONIS ¥OLQ pajapowal ay} pue
sa[qe}s Uapoom plo 2y} Uaamiaq Ajuie]
-luIls @Y ] ‘suoyenoual ay} paja|dwod
Auedwo)) 1djsuel ] ydasop 1S ay} 1oye
Apaoys uaye; ojoyd ayj ui Uaas 2q ued
Buiping pajepowai ayj pue xa[dnp ay |,
‘Aafje Buimoq painboe Afjuadax ayj
JO @IS 2} SISIY ] 'sa]|qels 2y} JO 1sam ay}
03 3sn[ xajdnp ¥duq e }ing ‘uojbuling
uyop ‘Auedwo)) iajsuel] ydasop Ig
2y} JO s1aumo ay} Jo auo pouad awes
siy} Buung ‘0eUl Jooi [euibuo ay}
Buinea| panowal uay} aiom s[jemapls
JIOLI2}X2 UBpOOM aY | ‘siajjel pue sjsiof
Teutbuo ay poddns 03 ynoua ysiy sjiem
2y} Jo apisul 2y} UO pie[ 21am S2SIN0D
Houg ¥OLQ Ym S[[em I0LId}Xa Uapoom
ay3 buroejdai sem uoyeaoual Jofew
'suojenouai pue siredai ayews 03 uebaq
Auedwo)) 1a2jsuei] ydasop IS ayJ
‘Auedwo)) 1ajsuer] ydasop 1g ayj jo
uoneiodiodu; ayj ui tauped e sem @8R T
I2qW223(] Ul oym Suruuipy H2qoy Aq
paseyoind a1am sa[qels ay} 88T U]

‘1obuua[g pue apugoy ‘Buiumoy) ‘sing
‘YonoY) ‘sunpy ‘@pAH :saweu Suimojjoj
ay} moys sal1030a11( An) ydasop 1§
"uoed0] SIy} Je sajqeis Alaal pajerado
SI2UMO IO S22sS3| ‘siajual Jo Ajalren
© 9QRT pue /8] usamiaq usayj 'aus
oY} pasea]| 129[\OJ\ pue I2JO| ey}
awiy siyj Buunp pautuiialap Sutaq sem
Auadoid ayp 01 a1 diysiaumo iea|)

AX03SIH JO 10jRIN)) ‘UiMa] auijanbep pue ‘1010211q JION Yo1y Aq

winasnjy ssaxdxg Auod ay |

‘Z/8T [wun Buipping a2y} paurejurewt
‘ydasop 3§ ul aul] snquuuwio 3siy ayj}
pa1e1ado Yomym 192[yO|N pue IO JO
way 2yl [g] ‘weyy woiy paseyaind
pey ay sasioy awos 10} juawded ul
I23[IIN 261029 "1 pue 1210\ uyop
[2uo[0D) 03 sajqe)s ay} JO asn ay} anedb
Aepe[joy ‘uin} uf ‘Auedoid 2y} 0} paap
aBebuow e panedal AepejjoH 9dni
-ueq uam ‘d'd 8 "3°0°D 241 Uaym
“JOATY LNOSSI
2y} ss01d 0] Alla] 8yl papieoq uay}
pue 1aall 2y} O] paysep [rew ay; dn
payoid ‘(Aepoy st uuj AepljoH 2y} a1aym)
pIYL ymog gOT e 2oyjo ssaidxy
2y} 0} padel ‘sa[qels ay} }jo| lapu
ayj ‘ssaadx7 Auod ay1 jo Butuuibaq 2y}
Burjeudis paiyy uouued ayj Uayp) ‘Puell
pue [1e} s @si0y 2y} woij siey duynd
2Iam oym siajuny iiuaanos adedsa o}
a|qels ay} Ojul Jealjal O} pey Japu pue
asioy 2y Aejap ay} Suun( ‘isea ay}
woy [few ayj Subulq a1e| sem ures]
ay} asnedaq ‘W'd GI:/ [Bun pafefep
sem ainpedap ay; ‘@snop aa1ed 2yl
je uoouiayje ayj ul pjay uaaq pey suoy
-e1g2[20 ybnoyyy ‘0981 ‘¢ [Hdy uo
sa[qels @say} woij Buiysep Aq ssaidxg
Auodq @y} uebaq l1apul Isiy ay]

'ssaxdxyg
Auod @Yy} se umouy awedaq Jeyl
221AJaS [leW PURIDAO 112U} 10] Sa[qels
eseasn 10} (d'd ® D'0D) Auedwo)
ssaidxg yead sayld pue eiuiojie)
puean() [eljua)) 2y} JO SIaUMO Y}
o3 Burp[inq ay3 pjos @23ed uyop 0981

up (1] se|qers yeed sayid 2yi pa[[ed

sem pue Auedwod yoeoo abejs siy 10}
sa[qe)s e se Aepe[|oY uag Aq SGRT Ul
Inq sem 2a3ed UYOP WO} pased| pue|
UO 2INPNAS jey] ‘wnasnjy ssaidxy
Auod @y} sasnoy jeyi Buip[ing ay}
s1 saue] ssaxdxg AUO ayj 01 100p IXaN
'S]9211S UUd{ pue YiuIN Je pajedo]
sjo] Buijred omj pue saue] Suymoyg
ssaxdxg Auod @y} se umouy Buip[inq
oy} paseyoind wnasnjy ydasop 1S ay}

Jo preoq ayj ‘G [udy ‘Aepsaupap uQ

noA yueyJ

SN yum ieaq

0} NOA 3se [ 0s swnasnw InoA je sbut

-uaddey ayj 0} se pawiiojul noA daay

0} juem ap\ anssi aunp-Aejy 2yl uo

yiom Areurwijaad ay3 Suiop Apeaije a1e

am pue ‘@[npayds uo yoeq 325 03 A1 [[im

oy jurebeuaddey j,uom 11 Jey; astwoid

juom [ NG ‘enssi SIy} Jo ssauipie}
ay) 10} azibojode | 1030211p Y} SY

"u0b sey awy} INo Jo Ajuofew
oy} areym surejdxa ssaidxg Auod
ay} uo apoue pes| ay] ‘weiboid uols
-uedxa [[e1a2n0 2y} pue (saue ] Buimoyg
ssaxdxg Auod 2y} A[12WI0}) Xauuy
ssaidxd Auod @yl je spuewap yim
paajoaul 210wl pue 210w Huiwodaq
os[e a1am am 1 aiedaid o3 Bupdwoaye
alom am se pue ‘udy pue yoiep
ur pauaddey jeym yum sjeap anssi Ie|
-norped siy | 'siayjo a10jaq pasealb aq
0} pey awos pue s[paym Supjeanbs jo
Jaquinu e yjim padej alam am asnedaq
nq ‘413 3UpIp @m asnedaq Jou S| anssi
SIY} Ypm 2)e] aie am Jeyl joej ay]

iAnrenbair
sj azi[eal noA mou Ag ‘sBuiuaddepy
ay] jo uonedyqnd ay} ui Ajuenbal ayy
0} Sumiejar we | ‘pajedponue pey am
yorym ug Jauuew ayj ut BuLmaoo jou s
sBuiuaddey ay] 01 aane[a1 Suiop uo
pauueld pey am jeym jeyi mouy NoA 39|
03 st ojquieaid SIY] ‘PJIYo [[ews e sem
[ @ouls pieay 2aey [ Jey} auo st Aeijse
0B 01 waas sAemle uaw pue oW Jo
sueld pre] 3s2q ay1,, uoissaidxa ay]

d0OL103d41d dHL WOdd




appearance of the structure. It was
common knowledge that the exterior
had been altered but, in the early part
of the 20th century, there were no
known pictures of the original building.
It was not until 1950 when Mrs. Vira
Boder found a clipping from the Janu-
ary 27, 1889, St. Joseph Herald that
contained a pen and ink drawing of the
original stables. Mrs. Boder, wife of
Bartlett Boder who was president of
the board of both the St. Joseph His-
torical Society and St. Joseph Museum,
was going through some papers donated
to the Society and found the clipping
and pen and ink drawing with the
caption, “Original Pony Express Barns.”
The Herald states “the illustration here-
with offers a splendid likeness of the
old stables and is taken from Mr.
Burlington’s picture.” /4] The Herald
further relates:

The original stable building was 60 x
125 feet. It was capable of quartering
about 200 horses, besides it was
surrounded by numerous sheds em-
ployed to shelter the wagons and also
for horses when stable room was
scarce. The heavy timbers were of
native lumber, while the walls were
made of pine boards, with shingle
roof.

During the celebration of the seventy-
fifth anniversary of the Pony Express in
1935, the building was referred to as
the Pony Express Barn. The 18-month
tenancy of the Central Overland Cali-
fornia and Pikes Peak Express Com-
pany had made its indelible imprint,
and the stables no longer would be
referred to as the Pikes Peak Stables.

Even though the building was receiv-
ing recognition, it was still allowed to
decay. An interesting view of the stables
is given by Orr Fisher in his 1936
la\r:!icle for The Pony Express. He recal-
ed:

This decaying heap of broken tim-
bers and scattered masonry, marks
the place, and the beginning of the
most venturesome period in the expan-
sion of the mail service in the United
States. Only the front of what was a
large building stands erect . . . As I
stood one evening viewing for the first
time this slowing disappearing
memorial, I wondered if our machine
age has actually blighted man’s sense

of pride. — If our love and respect for -

[4] “Pike’s Peak Stables,” St. Joseph
Daily Herald, Jan. 27, 1889, p.10.

the pioneer spirit is wanting . . .

As I stood there in the streets . . . a
door opened in the northwest corner
of the building. An old man, stooped
and ill-clad, appeared. Awakening as
from a dream, I stutteringly asked:
“Is this the Pony Express Barn?”

“Yes, it is,” he replied.
“Are you the care-taker?” I queried.
“Yesser-and won't you come in?”

The next few minutes I was explor-
ing the unknown. . . I was on the very
spot where the Pony Express was
started on April 3rd, 1860 . .. Walk-
ing reverently through the twisted
doorway, I followed my guide into
what used to be the office of the
illustrious Pony Express barn. Cross-
ing the large room strewn with litter
and broken down furniture the old
man led me to a barricaded door,
through which we entered into the
barn proper. It took all my power of
imagination to visualize the picture
that greeted the eye in the early sixties.
I could not see sleek ponies in boarded
stalls, eating wild prairie hay. I could
see no sign of life, for there was none.
It was looking into a dark, bleak,
cavernous hole, where large wooden
beams, supporting rafters and pieces
of the once massive roof were lying
crisscross; leaning and supporting
each other. Large sections of the roof
were still hanging, seemingly with no
support. I would not venture further
into the abyss. I felt much safer when
T was in the Mammorth (sic) Cave of
Kentucky than in this oblivion mass
of tangled debris.

Returning through the barricaded
door . . . we crossed the office room
and entered another door, which
opened into the living quarters ... On
an old scarred desk was a kerosene
lamp burning low. By its yellow light I
could discern an old rusty stove, an
old style trunk, and in the corner a
low sunken bed. [5]

However, the building was not com-
pletely forgotten. During the Platte
Purchase Centennial Celebration of
August 1938, the words “Pony Express
Stables” were added to the brick front.

The building was continuing to deter-
jorate in 1946 when the St. Joseph
Chamber of Commerce purchased the
site with the intention of saving it.
However, by September 1947 the
building was in such bad shape that the
rear portion collapsed. /6] Bartlett
Boder, in a letter to Floyd Shoemaker
of the State Historical Society of Mis-
souri, wrote that the Chamber “failed
for a time to pay taxes on them and
then last summer saved the stables

[5] Orr Fisher, “Exploring the Un-
known” in The Pony Express, Vol
XVII, No. 10, March 151, pp 7-8. Mr.
Fisher’s guide in 1936 was itinerant
“Dad” Fisher. The author notes that few
appreciated the building as much as
“Dad” Fisher who took great pride in
showing people around it.

[6] “Pony Express Barn Back Wall
Crashes,” St. Joseph News-Press,
Sept. 21, 1947, p.1.

“Original Pony Express Barns,” St. Joseph Daily Herald, January 27, 1889.
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Milwaukee and Chicago Field Trip

From March 20 through the 23rd,
eight staff members participated in a
really superb field trip to three mus-
eums: the Milwaukee Public Museum,
the Field Museum of Natural History in
Chicago and the Chicago Historical
Society. This trip had been planned for
several months and had evolved from
a board decision last fall to look seriously
at our future expansion plans. As a part
of that decision we had a retreat which
was described in an earlier issue of The
Happenings. [ felt that an integral part
of any expansion involved the profes-
sional staff visiting other institutions
which had gone through expansions of
their own. Regardless of an institution’s
size, changes in operation result in new
problems to deal with. The more we
learn of how other institutions dealt
with the problems, the better prepared
we will be. As one curator at the Field
Museum said: “One must plan, plan
and plan. There is no substitute for
planning ahead.”

It is not clear at this point what the
total scope of our expansion will be.
You have read in this issue about the
expansion plans of the Pony Express
Museum. However, those plans do not
deal with the extensive collections of
ethnographic, natural history and non-
Pony Express historical materials held
by the St. Joseph Museum. The Pony
Express expansion represents only a
portion of our real needs and intended
expansion.

Part of the planning for this field trip
involved the development of contacts
at each of the institutions who would
help us in obtaining a cross-sectional,
in-depth view of their operations. This
review was to encompass not only
public spaces, but also staff spaces.
The main areas of specific interest
were exhibits, visitors, collections,
security and administration.

Our trip began March 20th at 3:45
A.M. and included: Rich Nolf, Director;
Jackie Lewin, Curator of History;
Marilyn Taylor, Curator of Ethnology;
Bonnie Watkins, Curator of Collections;
David Mead, Curator of Natural History;
Robbie Sipes, Curator of Exhibits;
Marcus Eckhardt, St. Joseph Museum
Intern and graduate of the University
of lowa Museum Studies Program and
Mary Packard, Staff Assistant and
anthropology major at Missouri Western
State College. A stop in Des Moines for
breakfast gave those that had been

sleeping a chance to perk up and wake
up. We left the interstate system north
of Cedar Rapids to take some state
highways and county trunks through
northeastern lowa as it is well known
for its spectacular scenery.

As stated earlier, there had been
prior contact with each of the three
institutions. In each case a specific
person served as our host or hostess.
All were in positions of responsibility
and were:

Milwaukee Public Museum

Gerald R. Noonan, Ph.D.

Curator of Coleoptera (beetles) and
Chair Scientific Staff

Field Museum of Natural History
Deborah Cooke
Assistant to the Vice President of
Public Programs

Chicago Historical Society
Susan Tillett
Director of Curatorial Affairs

[ had talked several times with each
of these persons and found them to be
very willing to help out. To make our
time most effective, I shared with each
contact our particular areas of interest,
and they in turn suggested specific
persons we should meet and specific
programs we should investigate.
Through this exchange an itinerary
was developed. The first part of each
visit was spent in staff spaces speaking
with specific curators. At each museum
we split our staff to visit different areas
of operation concurrently. Later we
would reconvene. In the afternoon we
were turned loose to study the exhibits
from the visitor's point of view, but
after the morning sessions, an aware-
ness of the designer/curatorial point of
view.

This technique of studying and
reviewing each of the museums was
very useful. So we would have a written
record, it was our practice to debrief
after each visit while the experience
was still fresh. We used a modified
version of the nominative group tech-
niques whereby one person did the
recording and each person contributed
an idea/thought/concept in a rotational
manner. It was very impressive when
we got through as we had over 60
individual notes for both the Milwaukee
Public Museum and the Chicago His-
torical Society, and we had nearly 90
notes on the Field Museum of Natural
History.

Gerald Noonan was our contact at
the Milwaukee Public Museum. Although
the museum is housed in a fairly new
building, it has already gone ghrough
several stages of expansion. The
museum is in need of further expansion,
but adjacent property is at a premium.
Space was really a problem forall three
institutions, even as big as they are.
The MPM has a full-time staff of about
150 and about the same number of
part-time persons. A very large and
enthusiastic volunteer staff worked in
all areas of the museum’s operation.
The staff as a whole was very friendly,
and it was obvious that there was good
communication and comaraderie among
them. It is without question one of the
finest natural history museums in the
world.

A wide variety of exhibits and exhibit
techniques are employed at Milwaukee.
Some had almost a “Disneyland” con-
cept while others used a very conserva-
tive, traditional approach. Walk-in
exhibits were frequently used as one
way to increase visitor involvement.
There was coordination between the
design/exhibits staff and the project
curator during the creation and execu-
tion of exhibits. Also, dead exhibit
space was used effectively to enhance
the interpretation. However, visitors
never feel as though they are in a
“storeroom of objects.” It was also
obvious that Milwaukee has a very
skilled and talented staff. Their major
dioramas are superb. They maintain a
good network with others in the pro-
fession.

There is a good rapport with the
schools of the county which they serve.
Special attention was paid to the “crea-
ture comforts” of the school groups.
This was, in fact, true of all three
museums. All three had coat rooms or
lockers, special lunch areas and special
gift shops for children. This is an excel-
lent concept that allows more freedom
to the groups without adult visitors and
school children intimidating one another.
At MPM each visiting class received
preparatory material on the museum
and upon arrival was met by a security
person who explained the “ground
rules of visiting the institution.”

The Field Museum of Natural History
is truly one of the finest museums in
existence. Some of the world’s most
skilled taxidermists have been on their
staff, and many of their mounts are

5
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Leadership St. Joseph

This year Kathy Reno, Membership
Secretary, was selected as the museum’s
representative in the Leadership St.
Joseph Program. Twenty-four appli-
cants are selected each year for this
program which is designed to train
individuals who have demonstrated
potential for community leadership and
have shown an interest in volunteer
work. The training includes information
about the community, group dynamics,
problem solving and effective boards-
manship.

Those who conduct the training are
drawn from local sources such as business
leaders, the college and government
and also include nationally known
trainers and consultants. The 14 days
of classroom presentations require full-
time attendance. After the classroom

° .

As visitors to the St. Joseph Museum
view the Native American exhibits on
first floor, one of the questions that
frequently occurs to them is, “Where
did the Indians get the beads?” The
answer is that the glass beads were
made in Europe and brought to America
to be used as trade items.

Many things which Native Americans
made, even the utilitarian items, were
decorated with a design pleasing or
significant to the owner. Before th-
Europeans provided the glass beads,
Indians used what was available to
them in nature for ornamentation —
beads made individually from shell or
bone, feathers, teeth, porcupine quills,
fur, etc. When glass beads were intro-
duced, Indian craftsmen were quick to
recognize that the small beads could
be used more conveniently.

Although glassworks in Bohemia
(Czechoslovakia) provided a source of
beads, most of the early glass beads
were purchased by the traders in Venice,
Italy. The first written account of the
introduction of trade beads to the West-
ern Hemisphere was made on October
12, 1492 when Christopher Columbus

segment, the group is divided into
project teams for their field work
experience. Approximately six weeks
are devoted to the field work projects.
This year the issues addressed were:
Housing St. Joseph’s Needy, Arts
Audience Development, Missouri West-
ern State College and the Community
and the World Beyond St. Joseph. The
project teams are required to develop
a project to address their issue and
report to the Leadership class on their
completed field work.

Kathy chose to work on the Arts
Audience Development team. This
project team investigated the need for
an information line for the Arts. The
group arranged for a phone number
and contacted several phone and
computer companies for proposals on
the answering equipment required. This
idea was then presented to the Allied
Arts Council for approval. The new
information line was approved and the
telephone number reserved for the
Allied Arts Council. The Arts Audience
Development team then began working
on promoting the arts information
number. They arranged for newspaper
announcements and PSA’s (public

wrote in his log that he presented
“some strings of glass beads” to the
native people he and his crew encoun-
tered when they landed in the New
World. In the ensuing years travelers
and traders found the Native Americans

service announcements) on radio and
produced two video PSA’s for television.
The number will also be used in all
future Allied Arts publicity. The answer-
ing equipment will be purchased within
the next two months and the publicity
will begin appearing at that time.

Kathy found that the Nominal Group
Technique that was used at the beginning
of the leadership sessions was very
helpful in working in a small group
situation. “It allowed everyone to have
some ownership of our project. We
reached a group decision and came up
with a plan we could all have a part in.
Although we had never met each other
before Leadership St. Joseph, we
worked together well, and we have
managed to remain friends now that
our project is complete.”

Leadership St. Joseph is a component
of the United Way of Greater St. Joseph
under its Leadership Division. It is
sponsored by the Junior League of St.
Joseph, the St. Joseph Area Chamber
of Commerce, Northwest Missouri
Central Labor Council, Heartland Health
System, Inc. and Missouri Western State
College. =

very receptive to glass beads as gifts or
items of barter. By the last half of the
19th century, native craftspeople
(usually women) throughout most of
North America had developed distinctive
tribal styles of beadwork. =

- T

Bead-covered amulet in the shape of a turtle — a turtle was a symbol of longevity —
from the Harry L. George Collection at the St. Joseph Museum. These amulets, which
held a child’s umbilical cord, were attached to a cradleboard or worn around the

child’s neck to bring him good furtune.



= Jopaad ‘JIoN Yoryg
S22)Sni1] JO pieog wnasnjy
ydasop 1G 2yj JO Juapisaid ‘ayauip
AI0ISIH
[einjeN jo Jojein)) ‘peajy pineq
ABojoaeydry
‘JJeig 1221unjop ‘1aysi NI
ABojoaeydiy
‘jJe1g 122junjop ‘mojreq pg
SuUoR2[|0D
JO 10jRINYD) ‘SUB{IeM dIUUOY
ABojouyy jo 1o3eIny) ‘IojAe | UAJLE
AX03SIH JO 107eIn)) ‘UIMaT] anjoep
suquyxg jo 1o01eim)) ‘sadig 21qqoy
SHQIYXe wmnasnu
ay} jo uoya[dwod ay} ul pajsisse Jjels
wmnasnjy ydesop 1§ Buimojjoy ay]
'§§220NS panuyuod
wnasnjz] AJUNo)) maIpuy/ ay} pue A}a100g
[e21103SIH AJUNOY) MaIPUY Y} Ysim 2\
"A12100G [RIUOISIH AJUNOD MaIpUY/ 243} JO
pieoq ayj Aq padojanap Buteq mou a1e
sued jJuswaBeuew wua} Buo abuajeyd
a3 Jow am Ajareiodiod pue a[qe[iene
aouejsisse 1o Supjew noqe uoysanb
Ou sem 212y} ‘lenamoy ‘dwij asiom e
Je w09 aneY } UP[NO2 }sanbai siyj Jey}
jyels wnasnjy ydasop 1S @y jo buljeay)
[exa3e[iUN 23 sem J] 'ss220Ns Bulysews
e sem Buiuado pueib ayj pue (T YoIrep
20UIS Pa1Indd0 sey }10Mm 2[qeidapisuo)
jpourad 1oy g/, e ulyim ased sjueyiqeyul
AJXea Ue JO UONIAX2 pUR UOI}RId 11y}
o} mojteq pH pue 1aysi] a3IjA 0} syjuey}
[eoads ‘os|y Juawabeinooua pue djpy
jo sioy Buoj siy 10§ 21qqoy] 0} 0B syjuey}
[ewadg ‘snorejy Suidjay up uosiad Aoy e
sem ‘sjIquyxd Jo 101einy) ‘sadig 219q0Y
WNdSN\ AJUNOYD) M3IPUY Y} Je HIom
o}juam snorey ‘6861 ‘0T Y21eN UO
‘ATessadau se Isisse O] jjels [eliojeind
wmasnpy ydasop 15 1ayjo ayj Jo aouepmb
pue aouejsisse ‘djay a2y} 2aey pnom
o4 ‘foueden ayp [ Ajueoidwsa) o}
AJ2100G [22LI0]SIH @Y} O} paueo| 2q pnom
‘wre1Boid sa1pnig WNasnjy emof jo Ays
-I2A1U() @Y} WO} UIdJUl Ue Se Wnasnjy
ydasop 1g ay; 03 2wod jsnf pey oym
‘Ipieyydg snoiey ‘peidedde uin} ul
pue papuajixa sem I2jj0 Sumoyjoj ay |,
‘Buroej sem A12100G [@OLO}SIH AUNOD
MaIpuyy 243 1ey} wia[qoid [eonLd ay} ypm
AyredwAs Ul atam [y ‘Jjeis wnasnuwi
ayj pue ‘preog winasnjy ydasopr 1§ a2y
JO JuapIsald ‘1ya] Wip Yym jsenbai ay}
passnosip Yoty ‘sHqiyxa ayj a3o[dwod o}
paurewal 310m JO JUNOwe a|qeIapIsuod
‘6861 ‘0€ [1dy uo Suiuado pueid 112y}
ynm padej a1am fay} pue paubisai jsn(
pey 1o30a11p M2y ‘aouejsisse siy fut
-}sanbai JJON Yory pa19ejuod s1030211(J
jo pieog Aje100G [eOUO}SIH Ajuno)
maIpuy 2y} 6861 ‘6 Y2IRW UO

wnasnpy Ajuno) maipuy

'ez61 W paydvusoroyd (1) Y110 SajuvY)) Lopl SSa4dXFT Auod

= pud
-Y2am Ae(] [RLIOWAJ\ UO PajRIodap OS[e
a1om sI1apll 2say} Jo saneib ay]

‘0E€61 Ul paip @Y 'speoijiey Adump)
29 uojBuiling ‘obeoiy)) pue ydasop 1§
JequuueH a3 10} Jajuadied e sem JaUI203]
uyop ‘sfep [1ei} sy 123V [[eppem pue
s10fe]y ‘[jossny jo Auedwod Jydiaij ay)
J10J sute[q @Y} UO JNOJS pue J2AUp wea}
X0 ue sem os[e o} "ydasop 1§ jo o
Iapu Jat[ai ssaadxq Auod e sem ay ‘GT
aBe 1y 'g1 Jo @be ay; Aq ydasop 15 01
panow pey 1a2ui20y] ‘OlyQ ut GHYT Ul
ulog Touia0y] dijjiyd uyop si Arajowa)
pUe[ysSY e paunq J2pu I2Yyjo ayJ

"L161 ‘P 1equade(
uo ydasop g ul palp 24 "Yuuo) pue
Baqgsyd1A YO[IYS JO Sepreq ay; ui jydnoy
pue s2210j uolu) a2y} pauiol uajeyp
qep 181D a2yl Buung -uoyels pAolg
dwed ay3 03 AR 2e 3[eS Woxy 1981
ut ssaxdxg Auod ayi apox a4 ‘ZPRY1
Ul puelai] YOolAWIT Ul UI0q sem oym
ua[ey )\ [2RYDYA St Isalj 2y, “Ardjewa)
pue[ysy e paunq aie Siapu omJ

'¢16T Wl palp
Yulg SaWep 'sSaulsnq jueinejsal pue
josew jeawl e pey ay ‘cgQ T ut ydasop

1S 031 Buinow 193Jy 'sute[q ayj uo JaAup
aBe)s e sem ay Ja3e ‘Bued ssajpue)o|
ay1 4By oOMOIH Iid PIiM Pediey
ay ‘Yea1) o0y 1B 2[IYp "eYSeIqaN
ur uonelg y221) NN ZE O1 uoneig
Y221D) o0y WO (98T Ul ssaidxy
Auod @y} 2poi juug ‘elueajisuuad
ul GEKT Ul ulog ‘Arpjawa)) uingny
JUNOJ\ Je palnqg si yulg sowep

ydasop1g ul Z6 T Ul palp @Y 1oaua(g
0] [te1} 213e[d 2y} UO swea}-xo Bulaup
3[Iym SuBIPU] Ylm SYSIWIS [@I2ADS
ul sem JJI[D Jaje] ‘'sesuey] ‘@O2UdG O}
ydasop 15 woyy ssaxdxg Auod ayj apox
ay ‘L1 2beje 1981 U] 'gG81 ut ydesop
1S 03 2wed D ‘pP]T Ul AAUN0)) Smo-|
1S ul wiog ‘HiD sajrey) jo aneid ayy
JO aJIs 2y} SI Alajawia)) LIOJA] JUNO

‘I9p1 2y} Inoqe Buiyawos p[o}
yoym subis pue sbejj uedsuawy aiom
suone102ap ay] ‘ydasop 1g ui paunq
s1opl ssa1dxg Auod Inoj ayj jo saneid
2y} paje1022p swnasnjy ssaxdxq Auod
pue ydesop 35 ay3 Jo jjeis 243 ‘0981
ur ydasop 1g 1o| 1oput ssaidxy Auod
1s1y 2y} jey; ajep 2y ‘g [udy uQ

p21e10d3( saneln)
s1ap1y ssaxdxg Auod



Van

In March of this year the St. Joseph
Museum took delivery of a new van.
The old van is ten years old and has
traveled over 100,000 miles on all
kinds of roads and in all kinds of
weather. It had provenitself, but due to
its age and condition it could no longer
be totally reliable, especially on a long
trip. We have several women curators
who do field work, and I felt uncom-
fortable each time they went out.

The process of selecting a; replace-
ment was a lengthy one. I reviewed
products available from Chevrolet,
Dodge, GMC and Ford. A thorough
review of the chassis and options were
matched with our needs and then a
spec list was created. From this list the
dealers could then prepare a bid. Seven
dealers, representing all four manufac-
turers, were approached with the spec
list. The bid was let to Vic Olds, GMC,
Honda. Kyle Thomas, the sales person
with whom I worked, was very know-
ledgeable about the product he repre-
sented. Our sincere appreciation goes
to Kyle Thomas and to Charlie Hogan,
General Manager, for their part in
working with us and making this acqui-
sition possible.

The vehicle we ended up with is a
12-passenger, GMC, heavy duty 1-ton
chassis (3500), 3-speed transmission,
351 cu. in. fuel injected engine, power
brakes, power steering, dual air and
single heater. We chose a light tan
color called buckskin as that color
doesn’t show the dirt as much. Further-
more, the dark brown graphics that we
added look very good against the
buckskin color. The graphics include
the Pony Express statue on one side
(representing the history portion of the
museum), a prairie wolf on the other
side (representing natural history) and
a graphic of a Haida eagle (representing
our extensive collection of Native
American material) on the back.

Already we have made several lengthy
trips in the van. David Mead, Curator
of Natural History, attended the Spring
River Audubon Conference in Kearney,
Nebraska, driving the van on its “shake
down” trip. Within eight hours of David
returning with the van, a number of
staff left on the museum field trip to
Milwaukee and Chicago. These journeys
have really proven the fine selection
we made.

By the way, the old van is still in the
inventory and used locally for hauling

No, it’s not the American West, it’s the Pony Express riders in Czechoslovakia!

equipment and “dirty work.” Since its
cost of maintenance is still low, the staff
felt that they wanted to keep it awhile
so as to prolong the newness of the
GMC. =

Missouri Archaeological
Society

The Missouri Archaeological Society
(MAS) recently held its annual meeting
in Columbia, Missouri. The three day
convention, which occurred on the
weekend of April 28-30, was attended
by staff member Bonnie Watkins, as
well as by museum volunteers Mike
Fisher, MAS President, and Ed Barlow,
MAS Trustee. Many interesting and
informative presentations on all areas
of the archaeological spectrum were
given by a variety of professionals and
non-professionals.

The business meeting of the MAS
was held Saturday afternoon. At this
time election of officers and trustees
occurred. Jim Feagins of the Kansas
City area was elected as the new presi-
dent. Mike Fisher had been president
for 8 years but declined re-election
because of his personal feeling that the
organization needed some new blood.
Bonnie was honored to be elected to
the Board of Trustees. The speaker at
the banquet Saturday evening was Dr.
Bruce D. Smith of the Smithsonian
Institution. His talk on “Mississippian
Settlement Patterns” was well received
by an interested audience. Overall the
annual meeting was successful and
well attended. =

Czechoslovakina Pony Express

Since the last Happenings we have
received information from Jindrich
Bilek in Czechoslovakia concerning
the 1988 Pony Express run. This was
the fourth year for the ride, and the
popularity of the event which also
includes a parade and rodeo has grown.
This year it was filmed by Czechoslo-
vakian television. Mr. Bilek wrote: “I
want to mention the extreme conditions
in which all the event was realized. The
weather was really cruel and it tested
the devotion of our people. Nobody
failed although it was raining cats and
dogs and it was terribly cold.” Their
two new riders which were honored
with a membership in the St. Joseph
Museum and Pony Express Museum
are Petr Hanus and MUDR. Miroslav
Kolacek.

In 1989 the ride will be held in
conjunction with the Spartakiada Fes-
tival in July and will be called the
Prespartakiada Ride of the Czechoslovak
Pony Express. One hundred and ten
riders will take part and the route will
be extended into East Germany. Western
country shows will be held at several
locations.

In 1990, the 130th anniversary of
the Pony Express, the Czechoslovakian
riders would like to connect with the
ride held each June by the National
Pony Express Association. Plans are
underway to accomplish this goal and
it appears that we may be able to meet
some of our Czechoslovakian Pony
Express friends in June of 1990. =
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March 1

March 4

March 15

April 1 & 2

April 6

April 12

April 13

April 14

April 21

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES AND PROGRAMS

Marilyn Taylor gave fifteen members of Girl Scout Troop 325 of St. Joseph an informative tour of the Native
American collections at the St. Joseph Museum.

Saturday afternoon Jackie Lewin presented a slide program in the Civic Arena meeting room. Approximately
100 women attending a Knights of Columbus convention in St. Joseph heard this history program.

David Mead presented a snake program to 80 Union Star K-3 students at their school. Robbie Sipes and
Marcus Eckhardt helped with the program.

The Missouri Department of Conservation asked us to participate in the annual National Wildlife Week
displays at East Hills Mall. “Predators” was the theme this year and museum personnel received a lot of
inquiries about the grey fox, red tailed hawk and great horned owl that were displayed at the St. Joseph
Museum booth. Wildlife posters were also shown and made available for purchase.

Jackie Lewin appeared before the Maxwell Heights Presbyterian Church Youth Club to explain “What does a
museum do?” Twenty-one young people and five adults attended this presentation.

Rich Nolf, Director, gave a program on reptiles and amphibians to Diane Watson’s Pershing 6th grade class.
The emphasis was on snakes and the 19 students exercised the opportunity to handle, hold and become
acquainted with the bullsnake, the eastern hognose and the red milk snake from the St. Joseph Museum.

The monthly meeting of the Museum Hill Neighborhood Association at Barbosas was attended by Marilyn
Taylor. Officer elections were conducted and Mike Wright of St. Joseph’s Community Development
Department spoke about available programs geared to help neighborhood residents.

Jackie Lewin represented the St. Joseph Museum at the monthly meeting of the Pony Express
Neighborhood Network meeting held at the Pony Express Museum. Officers were elected for the upcoming
year and a report was made on the Gazebo being constructed in Patee Park.

Rich, Jackie, Robbie, Marcus and Linn joined approximately 50 other non-profit staff persons at the YWCA
for the “Mastering Change” workshop sponsored by the Junior League. This was an all-day session
presented by Stephen E. Willard and was very helpful in illustrating how our different personality “energies”
affect hos we meet and deal with change.

Five students from Northwest Missouri State University undergraduate class “The Historian and His Craft,”
toured exhibits, storage and discussed with staff how historians in a museum use and interpret artifacts.

Collections

We are still working on the deacidi-
fication and encapsulation of the
document collection. One change that
has occurred is the addition of a new
volunteer in this area— John Adams. A
relative new-comer to our part of the
state, John has been here less than a
year with the Missouri Department of
Conservation. He does a nice job of
encapsulating, and we are very happy
that he is able to fit the museum into his
busy schedule. u

Summer Hours

On April 1, the Pony Express Museum
opened for the summer season and the
St. Joseph Museum’s hours expanded.
Now through September 30 both facili-
ties will be open from 9:00 AM. to
5:00 P.M,, Monday through Saturday
and 2:00 to 5:00 P.M., Sundays and
holidays. =

Thomas Hart Benton

The first field trip of the 1989 season
occurred Thursday, April 20. The St.
Joseph Museum sponsored this trip
specifically to take advantage of the
centennial retrospective exhibition of
the works of Thomas Hart Benton.
This exhibition was organized by the
Nelson-Atkins Museum of Art in Kansas
City. Our group was given a guided
tour through the retrospective by
docents specially trained for this exhibit.

In addition to visiting the Nelson, the
group toured the Thomas Hart Benton
Home and Studio. This was where
Benton lived from 1939 until his death
in 1975. Lunch was at the Bristol Bar
& Grill on the beautiful Country Club
Plaza. After lunch there was time to
browse and shop in the many stores on
the Plaza. Everyone who made the trip
commented on how much they had
enjoyed themselves. =

Gift Shop

The St. Joseph and Pony Express
Museum Gift Shops have been busy
places this spring. This is the time of
year for school field trips and a variety
of items have emerged as favorites
among the children. At the St. Joseph
Museum favorites include vinyl and
plastic jointed snakes, paper dolls,
mineral specimens, rock rings, arrow-
head chokers, tomahawks, spears and
boomerangs.

At the Pony Express Museum the
school children prefer leather pencil
holders, rabbit furs, leather whips, Pony
Express posters, Pony Express tee shirts,
bronze Pony Express coins and horses
of all kinds. They love to look at anything
that is unusual. The students generally
have a set amount they can bring on
the field trip, and it is entertaining to
see how excited they get making their
choices. =
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