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f you want to be certain a busi-

ness promise will be kept, get it

in writing.

That’s one thing Charles

Dwight Liggett learned when he

and his partners, the late Jack
Hill and the late Robert DeHart, sold
their STP business here to Studebaker-
Packard in 1961. . Officials of the compa-
ny assured Liggett the plant would
remain in St. Joseph, yet about two
years later, the St. Joseph plant was
moved to South Bend, Ind. :

The story of the birth and sale of STP
— that stands for “Specially Treated
Petroleum” — is related in “NOVI, the
Legendary Indianapolis Race Car” by
George Peters and Henri Greuter, pub-
lished by Bar Jean Enterprises, Hazel-
wood, Mo. [ -

While the book, the second volume of
a series about the NOVI race cars, glori-
fies the history of .the car that was
adored by Indianapolis 500 race fans for
more than a decade, the most interesting
“local” part of the book is a long chapter
that tells of STP, which the NOVI helped
make famous.

Basically, this is the story of the
vision and ingenuity of Liggett, a St..
Joseph native and president of Chemi-
cal Gompound Co. He bought the exclu-
sive rights to the German-invented
lubricant for $1,500 at an industrial fair
at Hanover, Germany, in 1954, from I. G.
Farben, the industrial giant. Nine years
later, Chemical Compound Co. sold STP
to Studebaker-Packard for a reported $10
million, plus retaining 30 percent of STP
ownership.

After purchasing the STP formula
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rights, Liggett returned to St. Joseph,
where he had been manufacturing and
selling embalming fluid and other
chemicals, as well as operating the
American Wallpaper Co. He began
canning STP in the garage at the rear
home at the southeast corner of Ninth
and Messanie streets. The familiar .
oval label, with the letters STP inside,
incidentally, was the result of .
doodling by the late Louis J. Rudolph,
a pharmacist friend of Liggett.

STP had many virtues, such as reduc-
ing friction, lowering the temperature of
moving parts of an engine, and blending
with other petroleum products. One
woman even wrote Liggett that it cured
her baby’s diaper rash, but the St.
Joseph entrepreneur did not follow up
on that potential market. .

With Liggett traveling to races and
county fairs, the Indianapolis Speed-
way and automobile shows, pushing
STP sales, the receipts of the company
grew from $2,000 in 1954 to $90,000 in
1956 and to more than $10 million in
1961. During the expansion, the opera-
tion was moved to a new plant on
South Sixth Street.

Fred Slater
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. When Studebaker announced in 1963
it was moving the STP plant from St.
Joseph to South Bend, Liggett resigned
from his post as president of the STP.
division.

Actually, the story of STP — which
is still a standard’'product in automo-
tive stores and garages — is the story
of Liggett, who was an entrepreneur
before most people knew what the
word meant. He built and owned the
Indian Grill Restaurant on Mitchell
Avenue, invented and sold a chemical
to remove sludge from septic tanks,
sold slot and game machines to clubs
on military reservations, was a
licensed Indian trader and a recog-
nized expert on Oriental rugs, and had
business interests in Las Vegas.

Liggett, who visited in St. Joseph last
year, is currently at his residence in
Zurich. He holds both Swiss and U.S.
citizenship, having his official American
residence in Nevada. For a number of
years, he lived in Denver, Colo.

The former St. Joseph man, now in
his mid-80s, is still a human dynamo, fly-
ing from Zurich to London in the morn-
ing for a medical appointment and being
back in Switzerland that evening.

Liggett, who graduated from the for-
mer Robidoux Polytechnic High School,
once told an interviewer, “Sleep is a
waste of time.” That is typical of his
energy.

Now a world traveler, Liggett still
remembers the Studebaker double-cross
and warns, “Get business promises in
writing.”

Fred Slater’s column runs on Fridays.




