South Facade of St. Joseph’s City

Hall during Its Construction.
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This photograph shows the structure before the porch and terraces were finished. The young girls in the fore-
ground are standing on Jules Street which ran directly in front of the uncompleted structure. Jules Street was
vacated in front of City Hall, and the former roadbed was graded and incorporated into Civic Center Park.

According to a July 7, 1927, St. Joseph News-Press article, “Formal Opening of City Hall
Tonight,” the “cost including the land, approximates $1,000,000.” The article continued:

“The ceremonies at the new hall on the south side, will be short. Mayor Louis V. Stigall
will preside. Ten minute talks will be made by Congressman Charles L. Faust, Federal
Judge Merrill E. Otis, and Probate Judge A.B. Duncan. Then the keys to the new hall
will be presented to George W. Akers, President of the Board of Public Works. The clos-
ing prayer will be given fy Doctor C.M. Chilton of the First Christian Church. After that

the doors will be opened to the public.”

Three thousand people attended the opening to watch city officials march from the old City Hall
at 2nd and Edmond Streets to the new structure.

EELTTTN Museum

September/October/November 1998
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GOLD RUSH EXHIBIT

The St. Joseph Museum is giving visitors a
look back at the California Gold Rush with
their new exhibit scheduled to open in March
1999. The exhibit will tell the story of the
California Gold Rush from St. Joseph to the
mines in California. Exhibit cases about the
gold rush will be set into the rock-like walls.

The first exhibit features a mini-diorama of
St. Joseph in 1849 with newspaper clippings
and diary entries to tell about St. Joseph’s role
in the gold rush. Next, visitors will be able to
choose a date to leave for California. Once a
date is selected, a lighted map and voice-over
will let them know how far along the trail they
would have traveled. This interactive exhibit
illustrates the narrow window emigrants had
for beginning their journey to California.

Robbie Sipes and Chad Lawhon construct reading rails for
the Gold Rush exhibit.

Jackie Lewin
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Robbie Sipes plasters the walls of the Gold Rush exhibit.
The completed walls will resemble the rock walls of a mine.

An authentic diary of an emigrant’s journey
from St. Joseph to California will also be dis-
played. A mini-diorama will show visitors the
emigrants’ mining destinations in California
and discuss the various mining techniques
used. The fifth exhibit element will test visi-
tors knowledge about gold. They will be asked
to choose real gold from fool’s gold and a vari-
ety of precious metals.

The gold rush exhibit will be opened to the
public March 7, 1999. A private opening for
members is scheduled Thursday, March 4.
Commerce Bank, Heartland Heath System,
Altec, the Bradley Trust, Hillyard Inc., Mis-
souri-American Water Company, St. Joseph
Light & Power, and American Family Insur-
ance are sponsoring the exhibit.
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RECENT DONATIONS

Ms. Mary M. Allen, Ms. Elizabeth
Allen, and Mrs. Dolores Allen Wells
- Several historical items including a
lap throw, shawl, sunbonnets, apron,
tintypes, photos, dolls, stereoptican,
cane, silverware, and a Bible from 1872.

Tom Olmstead - A hand held fan from
“Townsend Wyatt & Wall DG Co.,
St. Joseph, Mo.”

Hank Heckman - A large, sculpted rug

handmade by the donor. The rug fea-
tures the St. Joseph Museum logo.

Marie Durant - A gold-filled wrist
watch given to the donor in 1923 by her

grandfather, Marquis Lafayette Durant;

an Elgin watch given to the donor’s
great-grandmother, Minerva Jane
Strock, in 1897; an Eastern Star pin
which belonged to the donor’s mother,
Fannie Myrtle Nave Durant; and a
Masonic-Eastern Star pin which be-

LIGHTING CEREMONY

The St. Joseph Museum Lighting Cer-
emony is just around the corner. The
museum will kick off the holiday sea-
son on Thursday, December 3, 1998,
at 6 p.m. Visitors will be able to see
Santa and Mrs. Claus, enjoy refresh-
ments, see beautiful decorations, and
much more.

A highlight of the Lighting Ceremony
is the bird carvings of Jim Dick. Jim,
a native of St. Joseph, is retired from
the Ornithology Department at the
Royal Ontario Museum in Toronto.

longed to the donor’s father, Willis
Booher Durant.

Bruce Douglas - Two photographs
of the 353rd Infantry, 89th Division
Reunion taken in 1919; a photo-
graph of the Second Battalion Q.M.
Motor Transport School, San Anto-
nio, Texas, taken in March 1942; and
a color photograph of the donor’s
grandfather in uniform taken March
21, 1929.

Jane Meriwether - A pair of
heavily beaded Cheyenne moccasins
from circa 1860.

Dr. Wallace McDonald - A book,
Charles L. Faust - Late a Represen-
tative from Missouri, published by
the United States Government
Printing Office.

Jim began his carving career with
a pair of wood ducks in 1988. Since
then, he has carved many birds
and won over 50 awards for his
work. The carvings on display at
the museum will represent extinct,
endangered, or threatened species.
Among the carved birds that will
be on display are an ivory-billed
woodpecker, trumpeter swan, Es-
kimo curlew, and spotted owl.

Yorq wap

Ivory-billed woodpecker.
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MEMBERS NEW and RENEWED e

Mary F. Adams Brian and Debra Jamison Dr. and Mrs. John Rushin
Dr. Edward Andres James F. Lawson George and Waltraud Smith
Noble I. Ayers, Jr. Lehr Consulting Company, Inc. Mrs. John T. Smith, Sr.
Jerre Anne Cafeteria and Bakery Ms. Avis Lindley Clydia Spurgeon
Allison Bailey Regina Lorenz Mildred Stewart
Dr. and Mrs. Paul Beck Dr. Eugene Majerowicz Craig Sumner, C.P.A.
Mr. and Mrs. Bill Brunner Ms. Diane Moran Robert M. Swift
McAndrew Burns Mr. and Mrs. James H. McCord, III Donald H. Walton
Mr. and Mrs. Charles Clisbee Mr. and Mrs. Richard Optican John and Diane Watson
Mrs. John S. Creal, Sr. Pony Express Neighborhood Network Mr. and Mrs. Hugh D. Welch, Jr.
Mrs. R. K. Dickens, Jr. Dain Rauscher Investment Services = Ronald F. Worley
First Bank of Missouri Margaret Richter Mr. and Mrs. Lewis B. Wheeler
Edward M. Hirsch Marcia Rogers
Alex Horvath Mr. and Mrs. Simon Rositzky
DONATIONS CONTRIBUTIONS
Altec : In memory of Margot “Cricket” Reck.
Heartland Health Systems
Hillyard Inc. From:
Hillyard Industries Mrs. Walter Bartlett
Mr. and Mrs. Henry Bayer, Jr.
Martha Nichols
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace Orr
Patricia Wright

Memberships and donations received after October 31 will be recognized in the next issue.

MEMORIAL/DONATION FORM o

My gift is in memory of

My gift is in honor of on the occasion of

Gift Amount:

__ My check made payable to the St. Joseph Museum is enclosed.
__Please charge my: __ Visa __ MasterCard __ Discover __ American Express

Card Number: Expiration Date:
Signature:

Please clip out and return to the St. Joseph Museum:
St. Joseph Museum

PO Box 128
St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128

M



CALENDAR OF EVENTS -

eNovember 26—Thanksgiving
The St. Joseph Museum will be closed.

eDecember 3—Lighting Ceremony, 6 to 8 p.m.
The bird carvings of Jim Dick will be featured at the

Lighting Ceremony.

eDecember 19—Children’s Christmas Ornament
Workshop, 9 a.m. to noon. Cost for members - $10.00
and nonmembers - $12.00.

*December 24 and 25
The St. Joseph Museum will be closed.

eDecember 31 and January 1
The St. Joseph Museum will be closed.

Call 232-8471 for more information.

St. Joseph Museum
MUSEUM| 1100 Charles Street, P.O. Box 128 NON-PROFIT ORG.

St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128 Us. :2lsJAGE
. Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m. ST. JOSEPH, MO
'S Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m. PERMIT NO. 40

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED



