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Book' to focus
on historic
homes here

Along many of the older streets
of the city are the monuments to
St. Joseph’s history cast in stone,
brick and terra cotta.

Large old houses throughout
the city represent the different
styles that have come and gone
throughout much of the latter
two centuries, local architectural
historian David Denman said
Wednesday.

He spoke to about 35 members
of Preservation Inc. at the
Hardin Tea Room. Many of the
houses discussed will be featured
in a book being written by Den-
man and Sheridan Logan for
Preservation Inc. called “Historic
Homes of St. Joseph, 1845-1935.”

“St. Joseph has the best quality
examples of each architectural
style of the 19th and 20th cen-
turies in this region,” Denman
said.

St. Joseph has many homes in
the Greek Revival style of the
middle of the 19th Century and
the post-Civil War styles: the
Second Empire, Queen Anne and
Italianate.

These heavily decorative styles
typified “The Gilded Age.”

A committee organized by
Preservation Inc. has been plan-
ning a book on St. Joseph’s his-
toric homes for about two years.
The text and historical data have
been compiled and written by
Denman and Logan.

Preservation Inec. is currently
raising funds for the book, which
will cost several thousand dol-
lars. The end result will be a cof-
fee table book filled with many
pictures, said Larry Muck, pres-
ident of the group.




' Telegraph
-~ Book
Review

by Robin Kash
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Author, columnist Trillin
to smak at Western theater

By HOLLY NEUMAN
News-Press Staff Writer

The father, listed in St. Jo-
seph’s 1928 city directory, was
Abraham Trilinsky.

Now, almost 70 years later, the:
son will return as nationally ac-
claimed author and syndicated
columnist Calvin Trillin.

“We’re just honored to have
him come to the community,”
said Nancy Salfrank, deputy di-
rector for public services at River
Bluffs Regional Library. “I'm
pleased for the whole city.”

Mr. Trillin will speak at 7 p.m.
Monday in the Thompson E. Pot-
ter Fine Arts Theater at Missouri
Western State College. There is
no admission for the event, spon-
sored by the Friends of the River
Bluffs Regional Library.

A book signing and reception
| hosted by Western’s library will
follow,

Mr. Trillin, information about

Giroux). The book is peppered
with references to St. Joseph, the
most humorous of which is when
Mr. Trillin’s mother refers to-his
St. Joe relatives as “mules” — a
term of honor for Mr. Trillin.

Mr. Trillin, who also writes for
The New Yorker, Time and The
Nation, will be in his father’s
hometown Saturday to sign copies
of the book at Hastings. It’s his
second visit to St. Joseph this
year, having come here in March
for a speaking engagement.

‘books.

his visit says, “is best known for
his wry humor and his devotion
to fine dining.” He’s a staff writer
for The New Yorker and has a
weekly column in 7Time maga-
zine.

In addition,
he’s the au-
thor of several
His
newest, avail-
able in May, is
about his fa-
ther.

When his
dad lived in
St. Joseph, he
worked for _
the Union Credit Corp. and, with
family members, was successful
in the grocery business. .

Later, he and his wife, Edyth,
moved to Kansas City, where
their son, Calvin, was born and
raised. Mr. Trillin still has family
in St. Joseph, Ms. Salfrank said.

YAlE, aIl  duuaciOue 1avclull Ut oie
time, recalls Mr. Trillin, 60.

“A lot of turn-of-the-century
immigrants. . .desperately wanted
an education for their children,
knowing that meant distance
from their children geographical-
ly and culturally,” he said.

Though Abe Trillin didn’t dis-
pense fatherly advice, he lead a
life worth emulating, his son said.

“My father certainly had a very

strong — some would say I‘lgldl;—
e

sense of right and wrong.

She described the writer as a
“very nice, very generous per-
son.” Usually, he visits larger
cities and library officials here
are pleased he agreed to come to
St. Joseph, “even though we're a
little smaller,” she said.

After graduating from Yale in

: 1957, Mr. Trillin “did a hitch in

the Army,” biographical informa-
tion says. After, he joined Time
magazine, covering .the South
from the Atlanta bureau; later he
moved to New York.

In 1963, he became a staff
writer for The New Yorker and
for 15 years produced a series of
articles called “U.S. Journal,”
pieces written every three weeks .
from .somewhere in the United '

States. He was a columnist for *

The Nation, and that column has
been syndicated since 1986.

Now 60, Mr. Trillin lives in New
York’s Greenwich Village with *
his wife, Alice. They have two
grown daughters, Abigail and
Sarah.
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Lf'ndbergfg ’;vglgisit to city in 1927 drew ¢

Museum. There is a special display
inside the museum about Lindbergh’s

By ALONZO WESTON
alonzow @ npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Pregs

Famed aviator Charles Lindbergh

made a tour of g2 cities right after his
historic trans-Atlantic solo flight in 1927,
St. Joseph was fortunate enough to be

one of the cities he visited,

It was on August 19, 1927, that Mr.Lind-
bergh visited what was then Rosecrans
Airfield. It was three monthsg after the
man known as the “American Columbus
of the Air” had made history as the first

man to make a solg flight across the
Atlantic, from New York to Paris.

“Rosecrans was about where the (St. Jo

Frontier) Casino is today;” said Gary
Chilcote, curator of the Patee House

Famed aviator Charles Lim!b?rglz,_secf:osntd
from right, poses next to h_ls Spl_rlt "I"t ! 5
Louis’ plane with a fe_w Missouri mili zi'{
officers during his visit to Rosecrans

'Lindbergh 's visit drew crowd of 20,000

Continued from Page B1

Before he left, Mayor Louis
Stigall and Chamber of Com-
merce manager L.B. Clough pre-
sented him with a smallvm,(’)del
of the “Spirit of St. Louis.” It
was carved from Woodvtaken
from the Pony Express Stables.

When it was time to leave, Mr.
Lindbergh entered his plane,

nnanand a oida wrindarer awd

visit here,

added. “Today of course they fly to Parig
every day but at that time nobody had
ever done a non-stop solo flight.”

Mr. Lindbergh arrived 30 minutes earli-
er than scheduled that day at the old
Rosecrans Airfield, which at that time
was located at the foot of Chestnut Street
hear the banks of the Missouri River.

A crowd of about 20,000 people, accord-
ing to Sz. Joseph Gazette estimates, had
already formed along the banks of the
Missouri River. They parked their cars
anywhere they could in nearby fields and

bastures and a]j =
Others sought d
top of Wyeth Hili)|
The KFEQ radi
remote broadcast] |
more who couldn/
hear the event.
Walt Drannan
at the time. But K
ly the commotion
caused in his nor|
ond Street neighh
“I remember ey
borhood was exc if
St. Joseph hative,
down to the airpg
walked down thed
Mr. Lindbergh q
than an hour Butk}

|
!

= - s
Ay
3 &

Corby.

“It was really significant,”

id Mr. Chilcote. .
SalUm‘“ortunately Charles: Lind-
bergh would make heqdhnes
again in 1934 for the kidnap and
murder of his son. To make
matters worse, he was labeled a
German sympathizer in 1939
after he made a statemept that
American aircraft was inferior
to those built in Germany.

RS Lavar
Qirrnmal sranmn Tadan

field in 1927. From left to right are Col.

illi E.
hn McNeely, Col. William
IJ:W, Mr. Lind’bergh and Col. Joseph A.

Submitted photo

Stringfel-

ight. If was from New York to
&gui, Hawaii, this time. Apd 1‘g
was to spend his last days in his
favorite place in the Whole world
with his family. He died there on
August 26, 1974.

Tales of the Midland Empire is pub-
lished weekly. If you knOM{ an unusu-
al story, unusual bits of history or an

unusual person in the afeg,_qq//
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First airplane Ianded here on golf course

Attracted by an unfamiliar
humming from the skies, St.
Joseph people came out of
houses and stores and
craned their necks to witness
the daring young man in his
flying machine, as he looped
the loop and dipped the dips.

The pilot was St. Joseph
native, Hayden Campbell,
who two hours earlier had
landed the first plane in St.
Jeseph at the Country Club
golf course. It was 1917, and
he was on leave from the
Army and here to visit his
mother.

" ‘I remember flying with
him when I was in my teens.
It was a lot of fun,”’ said his
nephew, Stuart Campbell of
St. Joseph.

- Hayden Campbell first re-
cetved flight training in the
Army and then went on to be
an instructor. He was on the
ship going overseas on Ar-
mistice Day and therefore
did not see action.

- His love of flying and
planes continued and in the
’30s he and a British airplane
designer, Walter Barling,
who designed the largest
World War I bomber, de-
signed a six-passenger
freight plane.

It was designed to fill the
gap between the larger,
many-passenger airplanes
that flew great distances. It
was planned for small fields
and small towns.

‘“The venture was a com-
plete and utter failure.”” said
Stuart Campbell. “But that

wae dune maoetlv ta tha Na.

Here is the fated “'Flying Egg’" designed by Hayden Campbell in"193'5,

The “Flying Egg’’ sported
a converted V8 engine, a tri-
cycle landing gear and twin
tail fins with a propeller be-
tween them. It was hoped the
plane could be manufactured
for commercial use.

Stuart Campbell did the
drawings for some of the
plane’s parts and went on,
influenced by his uncle, to
work for Lockheed.

“Coincidentally, I was in
Bombay, India, in 1935,
watching a newsreel about
the United States, when it
was broadcast that my uncle
had designed his own
plane,” said Campbell.

The plane was manufac-
tured where Wire Rope in St.
Joseph is now  and was kept
in a hangar on Waterworks
Road, the home of the first
airfield here.

However, again the enter-
prise was not to be profit-
able. The first problem was

Campbell worked for
McDonnell Douglas on the
Nike, an early guided mis-
sile system. In his later

years, and during semi-re-
tirement, he was a consul-
tant on the design team for
the DC-9 aircraft.

Here stands aviator Hayden Campbell with. his parents,
Dr. and Mrs. Forrest Campbell, on his visit to St. Joseph
in an Army training planz in 1917.
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The first commercial
flight from St. Joseph took
off from the race track at
Lake Contrary in 1925 or °26.

It carried two passengers,
Al Schaeffer, who managed a
news agency and James
Reardon, who operated a
cigar store on South Seventh
Street. They flew to Chicago,
but we are not certain how
long it took them to reach
their destination.

One of the first big air
events held here was the Na-
tional Balloon Race, also
held at the race track, in
1925. King Hill was crowded
with spectators viewing this
great event. .

The first real St. Joseph
plane was owned by Ed
Tracy, who also owned the
Western League baseball
team here. This was in 1919.
He took passengers on short
flights that never soared
more than 40 to 50 feet for the
price of $3.

Comet sighted

I' remember well seeing
the comet in 1910. I am not
sure, I believe it was April
18. Just a week before my
ninth birthday.

There was much talk and _

excitement about the coming
event of the comet. Talk such
as the world coming to an
end and great fires being set
by the tail of the comet.

e

Ay

Lake Contrary early landing strip

There was also an airplane

factory here shortly after

World War I. It was the
property of Hayden Camp-
bell.

It was the late 1920s that
the original Rosecrans Field
was established in French
Bottoms at the foot of Chest-
nut Street. It was named in
honor of Guy Rosecrans, who
was killed on Oct. 16, 1918.
He died when he accidentally
walked into a propeller.

The largest crowd to ever
appear there was on Aug. 19,
1927, when Col. Charles
Lindbergh made a short
visit. He flew into St. Joseph
aboard his “‘Spirit of St.
Louis,” just three months
after setting a new world
record for his solo flight to
Paris.

It was May 1940 that the
present location of Rose-
crans Field was ready for
dedication with.an air show.

During World War II, it

was a transport base and a
beehive of industry. Men
were stationed here from all
across the country and flew

‘planes from here to every

part of the Allied World.
Operations never ceased;
they worked 24 hours every
day.

The airport grew to 814
acres and St. Joseph resi-
dents were not allowed to
visit, but they daily observed
such planes as B-25s, Flying
Fortresses, B-17s, Libera-
tors and B-24s.

As quickly as it all started,
activity ceased as the Army
pulled out almost overnight
leaving the city with an air-
port and surplus equipment
it could not afford to main-
tain. :

But in 1947 the Missouri
Air National Guard was in-
stituted at the airport and
today provides a major part
of the flying at the field, as
well as income the city needs
to maintain it. '

Comet said to bring doom

Halley’s comet. Yes, I cer-
tainly do remember that
frightening thing that ap-
peared on the western hori-
zon just as night fell. A fiery
ball with a long, wide tail.

We lived near the old Le-
banon Baptist Church south
of Stewartsville, Mo., where
a protracted meeting, as

they were called, was in
nragrese Onr family  alane

forth across the front of thel
church waving his arms and
shouting, ““The end is near.
It must be soon. This fright-
ening thing in the west is a
sign from God that-he will
wipe everything out of exis-
tence. So beware! Get
ready!”

As a little girl, how could I
get ready for such a terrible

Ao & adaamt
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A captive
Don Pier«
and retur

wreckage. Perhaps now this pil-
grimage will have a healing or at
least a soothing effect upon all the
surviving crew members and their
families. I know that the results of
this crash must have been espec-
ially hard for the family of Sgt.
Robertson.

“This ceremony also provides
anopportunity forme to apologize
to the good people of the Nether-
lands, and especially you who live
in this area, for littering up your
beautiful countryside. I'm sorry.”

“We don’t even pretend to be
heroes,” Amett continued. “Actu-
ally, we felt disappointment and
shame for having done so little.
We were only on our third bomb-
ing mission. We had great hopes
of individually inflicting signifi-
cantdamage to Hitler’s war mach-
ine—at least the equivalence of a
bruise—but I doubt it was more
than a pin prick. It is evident from
looking at our crew picture that
we were not old professional war-
a radio operator with the crew.  riors. Some were barely out of

s Pramanma Thiaa
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S Sllent Hero
liberated, This page is dedicated

. d to all South Siders
€ Survive who served their country

ed home during World War I
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