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St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial
St. Joseph Museum Christmas Lights

Rto L.: Robbie Sipes watches as
David Mead connects cables .

Ihanks to the

welcome loan of
a '"Snorkelift"
from Snorkel
Economy, a
Figgie Interna-
tional Company,
| By ' a difficult job
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L to R: Robbie Sipes and David Mead place anchors
for the strings of lights.

The St. Joseph Museum is beautifully lit for the holiday season.

Courtesy of Snorkel Economy Courtesy of Snorkel Economy

¥

Robbie and Dave use the "Snorkelift" to
its fullest potential.
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began working towards her Masters Degree in Art His-
tory from the University of Missouri at Kansas City.
As the subject of her thesis, she chose the history of the
Wyeth-Tootle Mansion that houses the museum. Her
course work had been completed and her thesis was
pretty well along when she was first diagnosed with
cancer about three years ago. She continued to do re-
search and began writing, but the treatment process was
exhausting, and she never completed her thesis.

In 1986, Bonnie and I worked out an agreement with
Jim DiGiovanni, who was the director of Parks and
Recreation at that time, to assist in the restoration and
maintenance of the Pony Express Statue. Bonnie was
instrumental in selecting Mayda Goodberry Jensen as
the statue conservator. She worked closely with Ms.
Jensen in the conservation process. After that initial
restoration and at regular intervals each year, Bonnie
would inspect the statue, clean it, and maintain it, so it
could continue to be a source of pride for the city.

Bonnie had volunteered at the museum in the first place
because of her love of history, art, and archaeology.
Because of her active interest in archaeology, she was
elected to the board of the Missouri Archaeological
Society (MAS). When we planned an archaeological
exhibit Bonnie worked with Mike Fisher and Ed
Barlow (fellow members of MAS and the St. Joseph
Archaeological Society) to create a profile of a typical
archaeological dig so that visitors to the museum would
have some understanding of what a dig was like. When
the Pony Express expansion became a reality, it was de-
cided that an archaeological dig behind the old stables
was an absolute must. For four years, while expansion
plans were being finalized and funds raised, Mike, Ed,
Bonnie, and many other members of the St. Joseph Ar-
chaeological Society worked on that project two days a
week from early spring until late fall. Bonnie and Mike
were the coordinators of the dig. Bonnie’s husband Jim
whom she married 10 years ago, shared many of her in-
terests and activities, especially archaeology.

After Bonnie’s death Jim asked me if it would be pos-
sible for the staff to complete her research and publish

the proposed book on the Wyeth-Tootle Mansion.
I told him that we were going to approach him re-
questing permission to do just that! Marilyn Taylor
and Jackie Lewin will take on that project. Both
had worked with Bonnie since she joined the staff
and were very close to her. We have set a deadline
of one year in which to complete the book. The
intended audience will be the general public desir-
ing information about this historic building.

Bonnie loved the museum and enjoyed her work.
She could always be counted on. She worked tire-
lessly with other staff members getting ready for
the April 1993 opening of the Pony Express Na-
tional Memorial. When I think of Bonnie, I can’t
help but think of her dedication, her love of her job,
her bright eyes and her wonderful smile followed
by laughter. All of us have been enriched by
knowing Bonnie. We all miss her.

CSh ek

St. Joseph Museum Archives

Bonnie was involved in many areas of the museum, but
archaeology was one of her favorites.
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Clint Sims

Volunteers, in addition
to those listed else-
where in this article,
were:

Gan Benedict
Bill Carpenter
Kit Carson
Shirley Couldry
Helen Creal
Charlotte Danberry
Marge Finley
Karen Fole-kr
Norma Gallagher
Ray Glick
Karen Graves
Nancy Hampton
Clark Hampton
Ted Hatfield
Lois Heimsoth
Janey Glick-Holloway
‘ = Carol Jean King
David Mead portrays 19th-century naturalist John Audubon in a chautauqua presentation in the Delia Lamb
mini-theater. Other presenters were Drake Filbert, Barbara Jones and Jackie Lewin. Jerrv Lewin
Pat Marston
Caroline Miner
amsins Carol Mullican
N David Oliver
Gordon Robaska
Nancy Siemens
Jan Pray
Joyce Rochambeau
Dick Rochambeau
Margie Sanders
Jean Sweet
Jill Voss
Jo Wade
Lynn Watkins
Gary Westcott
Bob Wills

Jackie Lewin

Members of the Griffon Junior Singers present a
selection of Christmas songs in the afternoon.

et | .
Rich Nolf, director of the St. Joseph Museum
and Pony Express National Memorial, delights
the audience at the conclusion of the day with
“The Night Before Christmas.”

One-of-a-kind, hand-made craft items were available for purchase. The author of the
children’s book, The First Ride, was present to autograph copies of her book. A cow-
boy Santa Claus, made and donated by Pat Benedict, was raffled off and won by Reta
Taylor of Robinson, Kansas.

Volunteers played a key role in the planning of “Pony Express Christmas.” A total of
50 volunteers were involved including Mignon DeShon who was chairperson of the
event. The board of directors and staff wish to express their thanks to these volunteers
as well as the many people who attended during the day.

5
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nance and operations for the facility. His
long range vision on fiscal responsibility
was, and is, extremely keen.

Throughout the years, Si continued to be a
guiding force. As other trustees became
more active, he supported them. Si was of
course intricately involved in the creation
of a separate Pony Express board to over-
see the expansion of the Pony Express Na-
tional Memorial. He was the one who
suggested the name, Pony Express - A Na-
tional Memorial.

Si was never a person to simply “sit” on a
board. He is active. It is fun to watch him
as he quietly listens to the board dialogue,
and then, at the right moment, speaks out
with a wonderful sense of succinctness to
clarify, resolve, or enhance the discussion.
The one word that describes Si’s involve-
ment with the museums could be wisdom.
Si, you deserve recognition for 45 years of
valuable service to the St. Joseph Museum
and the Pony Express National Memorial.

David Mead

Si and his lovely wife Monya (seated) chat with
Yvette Paton.

WHEREAS, Simon Rositzky, affectionately known as “Si,”
has dedicated the last forty-five (45) years to the St. Joseph
Museum and the Pony Express National Memorial as a
trustee, and

WHEREAS, during these past forty-five (45) years he has
provided consistent leadership, dedication, and wisdom, and

WHEREAS, with his keen interest and knowledge in natural
history, especially birds, he started and led the St. Joseph
Audubon Society in collaboration with the St. Joseph
Museum for many years, and

WHEREAS, his prudent sense of fiscal management of the
museums’ resources, coupled with his own generous contri-
butions, has been instrumental in providing a sound finan-
cial philosophy for the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express National Memorial, and

WHEREAS, he has consistently given his wise counsel,
time, and energy and has spoken the truth, even if unpopu-
lar, and has been quietly supportive behind the scenes,

BE IT RESOLVED, that we recognize Simon “Si” Rositzky
on this twenty-fifth day of October, nineteen hundred and
ninety-four, for his outstanding and exemplary work as a
trustee of the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express
National Memorial.

James A. Lehr, President, St. Joseph Museum

Richard N. DeShon, President, Pony Express
National Memorial

Richard A. Nolf, Director, St. Joseph Museum and
Pony Express National Memorial
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Each of the children made four ornaments, three of which they took home.
The fourth ornament was placed on the tree in the museum lounge.

Morning session.

The Lone Rider crested the
last bluff before the Big
Missouri. Upon the ho-
rizon, faint shadows of
light flickered in the
dance of intermittent
flakes of snow. The

rider paused and gazed
at the distance where
civilization shown forth.
Bellows of air steamed from
the nostrils of the panting stead.
The rider tugged the reins and murmured
soothing words to relax the animal. Both mount and
rider were especially anxious to complete the day’s task
because it was Christmas Eve 1860. Within the hour,
man and beast would be home, with the rider partaking
in the festivities of the Holiday with family and friends.

This Holiday was to be a brief, peaceful interlude in the
immense changes occurring across the land. The Pony
Express had been operational only eight short months.
The accomplishments and feats of courage of this fron-
tier venture had come to amaze the world and dazzle a
young country attempting to unite itself from coast to

coast. It was also a time of great apprehension and con-
cern. For, only four days before, the first unraveling
thread of the Union had been pulled with the secession
of South Carolina. Other states were likely to follow,
and the echo of war was sounding with frequent occur-
rence. In retrospect, it seems ironic that three partners
with some 100 riders and 400 horses were trying to
bind the country from East to West at the same time the
South was separating itself from the North.

Well, such momentous events and occurrences always
stand at the crossroads of time and change. Accord-
ingly, sometimes it is important to appreciate the
moment, as did the Lone Rider. It was Christmas, a
time of spiritual wonderment and universal goodwill,
a time of sharing and joy. During the year to come,
peace and good fortune would be replaced with sorrow
and grief as the country’s Civil War darkened every
American doorstep. However, on this December 24th
in 1860, it was the first Christmas of the Pony Express.
Unfortunately though, as circumstances would subse-
quently dictate, it would also be the Pony Express’ last
Christmas.

By: Joseph K. Houts, Jr., October 15, 1994
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attention when the publisher, Ideals Children's Books,
contacted museum staff member Jackie Lewin to verify
the accuracy of the text. As a historian and site admin-
istrator for the Pony Express National Memorial, Jackie
has helped edit many books and articles on the Pony
Express for various publishers and authors. This book is
beautifully illustrated in watercolors with a text that
paints an exciting picture of the Old West and the pony
riders. We were fortunate to have Jacqueline Geis visit
the Pony Express National Memorial during the Pony
Express Christmas celebration where she displayed her
original illustrations for visitors and signed copies of her
newly published book. Ms. Geis studied fine art at
Oklahoma State University, and she has been honored
by the Society of Illustrators for her watercolor paint-
ings. She lives and works in Nashville, Tennessee. A
limited number of copies signed by the author are avail-
able in both museum stores.

In Honor of Miss Hyogo

Clint Sims

Pat Benedict and Karen Foley decorated a tree with
Japanese ornaments for the Allied Arts Council's
Festival of Trees. They dedicated the tree to Miss
Hyogo, the Japanese friendship doll in the collec-
tions of the St. Joseph Museum. Several ornaments
for the tree were donated by Mrs. Michiko Takaoka,
Director of the Japanese Cultural Center in
Spokane, Washington. Trees decorated for the
festival were auctioned off on December 2 as a fund
raiser for the Allied Arts Council.

Take an active part in the future !

Join the
PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL
and the ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Please indicate how you wish your
contribution to be directed.

[0Both, 50% SJM and 50% PENM
Make check payable to either the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express, Inc.

[ISt. Joseph Museum
Make check payable to St. Joseph Museum

[OPony Express National Memorial
Make check payable to Pony Express, Inc.
Name

Address
City
State Zip
Please check the membership category you wish.
[1$1000.00 Patron
[ 500.00 Fellow
[] 250.00 Sponsor
[] 100.00 Donor
[0 50.00 Subscribing
[] 25.00 Sustaining

Your contribution provides a one-year membership for you and your
immediate family. A majority of your membership contribution is tax
deductible under 1994 IRS guidelines for charitable contributions. After
receiving your membership, we will send you a receipt that includes
further information on tax deductibility.

For processing, please send your contribution to:
St. Joseph Museum
Box 128
St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128

New and Reinstated Members

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express National
Memorial boards of trustees and staff are pleased to
welcome the following new and reinstated members.
We appreciate their interest in the museums.

Mr. and Mrs. John Burns
Lawrence Goldberg, Architect
Janice Morriss

Dr. & Mrs. Carlos Moya

Mr. & Mrs. David Tushaus
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Esther Kreek At NEA Fall Conference

The 1994 Missouri NEA (National Education Association)
Fall Conference was held at the Cervantes Convention Cen-
ter in St. Louis on November 3 and 4. Esther Kreek and her
daughter-in-law, Helen Scheuch, manned an exhibit booth,
representing the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express
National Memorial. They distributed pamphlets, sold record-
ings of "Touch the Past" and "They Passed This Way," and
talked with attendees about both facilities. The booth was
visited by teachers, educational support personnel, principals,
retired teachers, and future teachers (students). Esther gave a
living history presentation of "Touch the Past" for partici-
pants. The 1993 meeting was held in Springfield, Missouri
where Esther also represented the St. Joseph Museum.

St. Joseph Museum Archives

Fall Conference.

Calendar Of Events

January 10 - Gateway Octa will present a program, “The Wide
Missouri” by Dr. Harmon Mothershead. It will be held at 7:00
p.m. at the Pony Express National Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

January 17 - “Conservation of Neotropical Birds” by Mark
Robbins. This program will be at 7:00 p.m. in Room 102 of the
Learning Resource Center at Missouri Western State College.
For more information call Peggy Voltz, 364-4702.

January 21 - Midland Audubon Society field trip to Ashland
Cemetery. For information call Jim Voltz, 364-4702.

January 30 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will meet
Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Pony Express National Memorial,
914 Penn Street.

February 11 - Midland Audubon Society field trip to Bilby
Lake. For information call Jim Voltz, 364-4702.

February 21 - “Missouri River Otters” by Glenn Chambers.
This program will be held in Room 308 of the Science/Math
Building at Missouri Western State College. For more
information call Peggy-Voltz, 364-4702.

February 27 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will meet
Monday at 7:30 p.m. at the Pony Express National Memorial,
914 Penn Street.

For more museum information call 232-8471
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