e e e Ty

—

Landmark Tavern Bows

Blum Bros, Cloges A s - g
to Make Way for
West Belt

By FREDERICK W, SLATER
(NeWs-Press Staff Writer)
More than four score years of
family operation of a Tiverfront
tavern came to a close this
month as Roy Blum Jr, locked
the front door of Blum Brothers
Tavern, 102 North 24 street.
Changing times—more partic-
ularly the acquisition of the
property by the state highway
department as par of a ramp
for the new West Belt highway
~forced the closing of Blum’s,
Back at the turn of the cen-
tury the saloon at the north-
west corner of 2d and Felix
street was in the center of ac.
tivity. The city hall was just
catty-corner, the Board of Trade
Building was two blocks away
at 3d and Edmond, busy com-
mercial establishments were in
the area — and for those who
wanted spicier entertainment,
there was Lucille Oakland’s = 8 T A e e R S B
e i he nelghborhood, plus ioo0 the Colonial Hotel, 2d and Felix street, which houses Blum Brothers Tav.
some similar establishments, ern, Wa'ls{ 1‘rrx1 the heart of the city’s business center. Now the building will be razed to make
A Hotel Declines way for one of the new West Belt highway ramps.
Today, with a number of other

buildings in the area slateq for | Brandiather told me it was
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built in 1938, looks worse than El?h. erb e ﬁo avlvay.d b | Leased Out Saloon happen to the few people left if
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Blum’s is housed, has only fourlle ‘?thlfimethe og.;sa id C;zn'|business temporarily. . 'know how they can scrape up
occupants in ifs 33 lofty—ceil-lse% is wil e;leg £ I}?as rest%red a3;; “Grandfather leased out the |the money as they are only on
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» | olf-fashs ) loon. But when beer Came fold age pensions. I hate to close
Roy’s aunt, once presided, proud | °/-fashioned saloon, back in the early 1930s, he was | the place but eventually the

of the neatness of the hostelry. |A Fancy Name back in business again,” RO_Y|state will Want' possessioq and
‘Last week Roy, standing be-| “He's going to call it the ‘Red | stated. Roy took over the busi- | 7 have no choice,” he Sa1fd~
ind the 30-foot-long bar recalled | Garter Saloon.” That’s pretty |ness completely after his father | Even in its final days 01_ t??é
he had had but little trouble with | fancy, isn’t it? They’re going | died in '1956. His aunt died m|eration Blum’s still kept a l%a
his customers since he began | to cut the bar and back bar into | 1939, . touch of its days of glori' g ﬂ-;"é
tending bar for his grandfather, | two sections so they can be| “Ever been in the back-}as he served beer in f_rond 0 i
the late Henry Blum. moved by truck.” |room?” he asked. backbar with its Stalﬁ.et sghiri
~“That was back in 1934 and I| Roy said hijs grandfather, Hen- | Lead_ing the way to the rear of | inserts, still wore a wbllaeck tie.
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grew up with the business, Ihelm, opened a bar in the Colo- | into a large, dusty room. Above | There was never an%’t ‘s
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in the army in Europe during | Laundry & Dry Cleaning Co. | “This used to be nice looking | grandfather, Ie e)(,i’ e
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i j j ine room, In the - | street. .
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family purchased the Colonialis where they came. ‘| ramp over the old saloon site.
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Roy Blum Jr. prepares to
knock some of the dust from
_ £ . the “seniors” elk in St. Jo-
Lol . seph. The elk, according to
e i, _ e tradition, was the last killed
.- ’ in this area, 100 years ago. It |
has hung for more than 6§
years on the wall of Blum
Brothers Tavern.

Roy Blum Jr., operator of Blum Brothers Tavern, stands
behind the 30-foot-long bar in the place. The bar has been
sold and will be used in a restored “old time” saloon in

Rapid City, S. D. At the upper right is the head of an elk
killed in Burr 0Oak Bottoms 100 years ago.
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QJmm ‘oldest’ tavern serves up new management

—Stalf photos by IVAL LAWHON JR.
The First Ward House at St. ) oseph and Grand avenues, as it appears now

By FREDERICK W. SLATER
Staff Writer

What is apparently the city’s oldest
“‘watering hole” in continuous opera-
tion, the First Ward House, is reo-
pening this week under new manage-
ment. . i

Old city directories, the property
abstract and library files indicate the
bar, ofiginally part of a hotel opera-
tion at the northeast corner of St.
Joseph and Grand avenues, dates
back to 1878. .

It was then that Mary Friede, who
had operated a boarding house on St.
Joseph Avenue, opened the three-
story hotel, restaraunt and bar. For
years, the place housed North Side
visitors, farmers and railroaders
from the nearby Chicago Great West-
ern operation.

Ken Reeder stands by an old stained-glass divider

The new owner and operator, Ken-
neth W. Reeder, 27, who has been in
the real estate business, has been
busy with clean-up operations. He
opened the doors of the old tavern,

Joseph Avenue and from the north- bar, and will restore a brass rail
east by way of the Grand River Road, front of the bar. He is removi
which terminated at St. Joseph Ave-  numerous coats of varnish from t
complete with an ornate solid oak nue. Grand Avenue derives its name  bar and restoring a leaded stain

back bar, on Monday. . ! . i : from the old road. In Mrs, qzoam.m glass divider found in the structur
ne of the restoration projects was The tavern as it appeared 60 vears aga PUR AT 7oL ol oot i
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First Ward House gets anot

New owner remodels
vexed historic tavern

By TERRY RAFFENSPERGER

Business Editor

St. Joseph’s most enduring wa-
tering hole, the First Ward
House, 2102 St. Joseph Ave., is
back from edge of destruction
with a new owner, a new look and
a new lease on life.

The First Ward House, which is
said to be oldest continuously op-
erating saloon west of the Missis-
sippi River, was heavily damaged
a year ago by a fire. Some be-
lieved the small tavern had made
its final last call. .

Then-owner Mike Loyd, burned
out with his experience at anoth-
er night spot — Mojo’s downtown
nightclub — decided to get out of
the bar business.

Enter Stuart Wyeth, who re-
turned from Florida to his home-
town of St. Joseph last November.
He was tired of life in the fast lane
as a tour director for an English
travel company and was looking
for a business opportunity in St.
Joseph.

Mr. Wyeth is from the fourth
generation of the family that
owned the Wyeth Hardware Co.,
which outfitted the pioneers for
their westward journey a century
ago. The company went bankrupt
and was dissolved in the late
1980s.

“I love this town, but I couldn’t
find work,” he said. “When the
opportunity became available to
buy the First Ward House, I
jumped in. I would hate to see the
thing fall down. I used to hang
out there when I was in town. It
should be preserved. We've
knocked enough buildings down

Staff Phol

Customers celebrate the re-opening of the First Ward House. The tavern was heavily damaged a year ago by a fire.

in this town.”

The First Ward House was orig-
inally built as a three-story, 35-
room hotel in 1878 — only two
decades after the Pony Express.

The structure was used as a hotel
until the late 1930s, and since
then, it has survived primarily as
a bar. Most of the landmark
building was Jemolished in 1950,

and the loose bricks were used in
the reconstruction of the Pony
Express stables — now the Pony
Express National Memorial.

Last year’s fire virtually gutted

the interior of the ¢
Wyeth and his pa
Alsbury, started ov
ary.

“This was a maj
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by DENNY SIMMONS

aloon, so Mr.
‘tner, Robert
ir last Febru-

> restoration.

I threw out enough stuff to fill
nine Dumpsters. It’s a completely
different building,” he said.

The saloon has new walls and
bathrooms and a new floor. He
moved the bar to the other side of
the building, exposed the bricks
on the interior, installed track
lighting and ceiling fans, put in
four big bay windows with east-
ern exposure, and added a wood
deck with tables out back. Two gi-
ant buffalo heads decorate one
wall, adding to the saloon’s West-
ern decor.

Ted Hatfield, who recently re-
stored a historic building on
Fourth Street and converted it
into a gun manufacturing facility
and loft apartments, said he was:
impressed by what Mr. Wyeth
had accomplished with the First
Ward House.

“As saloons go, this is pretty
hice,” Mr. Hatfield said. “He’s
really done a nice kind of upscale
interior on it. It’s a nice change
from a lot of the bars you see in
town with its big open area, the
ceiling fans and the windows,
which lighten up the atmosphere.
It’s well done, and it should be a’
popular place.”

Mr. Wyeth intends to continue
the tradition of live music at the
First Ward House on most week-
ends, featuring bands from St. Jo-
seph, Kansas City and the region.
On Wednesday nights, the saloon
will have open-mike night for lo-
cal musicians to jam together.

“I want to get away from the
rough image it’s had in the past. I
want to change the atmosphere to’
a place where you can take a date
and have a nice time and not get
knocked over.”
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capital gains, a total of $6,499.

But, as of June 30, the account
would have been worth only
$15,377. That, of course, is $5,377
more than the original investment
but less than the total of dividends
and capital gains received.

The difference, Negri said, is the
effect of the 4.75 percent initial
sales charge and a $647 decline in
the net asset value of the fund —a
reminder of the surge in interest
rates last year, which hurt bond
values. While bond prices have
since turned around, the effects of
the losses linger, he said, and the
fund, which invests in emerging
markets, also was hurt by the
Mexican peso devaluation.

How did Oppenheimer’s com-
petitors do? With the help of
Morningstar Inc., the mutual fund
research service, we took a look at

e Lolonial dDudlegiC  1cuins
Fund (A). Five-year annual re-
turn: 9.97 percent. Performance:
average minus. Risk: Average
minus. Yield: 8.4 percent.

e Putnam Diversified Income
Fund (A). Five-year annual re-
turn: 11.5 percent. Performance:
average. Risk: low. Yield: 8.3 per-
cent.

@ Janus Flexible Income Fund.
Five-year annual return: 12 per-
cent. Performance: average plus.
Risk: low. Yield: 7.8 percent.

e Smith Barney Diversified
Strategic Income Fund (B). Five-
year annual return: 8.8 percent.
Performance: average. Risk: low.
Yield: 6.8 percent.

e Dreyfus Strategic Income
Fund. Five-year annual return:
10.6 percent. Performance: aver-
age. Risk: low. Yield: 6.7 percent.

aims 10 percent of cropland

ac-
rom
bout
sou-
and-
ver.

eris
addi-

tional 17 percent is listed as un-
certain for future use, the study
found.

Results of the survey by the
Food and Agricultural Policy Re-
search Institute at the University
of Missouri were released Friday.

The survey was a follow-up to
the 1993 flood. It was sponsored
by the institute and the U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Natural

disaster programs used.

Flood recovery costs averaged
$56,019 per landowner, with 84

percent of respondents saying

they paid for a majority of land
reclamation expenses with their
own money. The major source of
outside flood-recovery. assistance
came from USDA agencies, the
survey said.
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York, FBI agent Steven Garfinkel
said the hackers made about 40
transfers totaling more than $10
million between June 1994 and
October.

At Jeast one of the hackers, who
was arrested about a year ago
while in San Francisco opening
accounts to receive the stolen
money, is helping investigators,
the affidavit said. .

Service to repair
glass available

The D & J Glass and Art Clinic
will be available Thursday
through Sunday at the East Hills
Shopping Center. The Sioux
Falls, S.D.,-based business will re-
pair chipped, broken or dis-
colored glassware, fine crystal,
china, ceramics, figurines and
lamps.

“Many people are throwing
away valuable family heirlooms
and collectibles because they
don’t know they can be repaired
an still have considerable value,”
said David Jasper, owner of the
business.

Jasper represents four gener-
ations of experience in glassware
restoration which traces back to
his family’s German origin. The
clinic also cleans and repairs oil
paintings, frames and anti
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|Bear’'s many bears growls behind glass
» neon at the tavern in St. Joseph.
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! Brown Bear Tavern have been
s for more than 100 years

By JONATHAN HOUGHTON
jonh@npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

It’s technically his day off,
but Dave Winn is hard at work.

His son, B.J,, is tending to
the handful of regular cus-
tomers who come into the
Brown Bear Tavern during
the day. But bills still need to
be paid, and orders still need
to be placed. If and when
those get done, there’s al-
ways a new project for the
52-year-old owner to tackle.

Since B.J. started working
full-time at the Brown Bear a
year ago, Winn has cut down
his weekly work hours from
80 to a much more reasonable
50. It’s not a typical lifestyle,
but it’s one Winn has happily
led since he bought the
Brown Bear back in 1991.

It’s not unlike that of Bill
Beasley, who has co-owned
and operated the First Ward
House, located across the
street from the Brown Bear,
since 1998. Under his man-
agement, the bar has contin-
ued to build a reputation as
one of the area’s leading
blues venues.

Not only is it noteworthy
that the two bars can co-exist
successfully, but that they’ve
done it for so long. The First
Ward House, opened in 1878,
is touted as the oldest bar
west of the Mississippi
River. And the Brown Bear is
certainly no cub, having cel-
ebrated its 100th year of con-
tinuous operation last year.

In part, the bars’ long lives
have been due to the enthusi-
asm of their owners over the
years. But customers.are the

lifeblood of any business,
and every good businessper-
son knows to give those cus-
tomers what they want.

While the First Ward
House has gone through a
variety of incarnations over
the years, the Brown Bear
has always tried to maintain
its homey, where-everybody-
knows-your-name atmos-
phere, Winn says.

“We're a dying type of
place,” he says. “There’s not
that many straight-ahead
neighborhood bars any more.”

Joe Lewis, a bartender at
the Brown Bear from 1951 to
1961 and a retired postal
worker, still comes down to
the bar every day to play
cards with a few friends. He
says the spirit of the Brown
Bear has changed little from
his days there — everything
else, that’s a different story;
He remembers the barber-
shop and restaurant the bar
used to share its space with.
He remembers the old drink
prices: 10 cents for a glass of
beer, 20 cents for a stein. And
he remembers one additional
service the Brown Bear used
to provide for its customers.

“It was the bank of the
North end,” he says. “On Fri-
days, everybody’d come here
to cash their checks.”

Both in looks and func-
tion, the First Ward House is
quite a bit different today
from its original incarna-

“tion, when it was a three-

story hotel catering to rail-
road workers traveling north
from Kansas City. Beasley
says the old First Ward
House offered more than a
place to stay — it doubled as

a brothel for several decades.

In the 1950s, bricks from
the top two floors were used
to reconstruct the Pony Ex-
press Stables, now the Pony
Express Museum. The bar
went through a succession of
owners until 1994, when a
fire threatened to shut it
down for good.

‘Stuart Wyeth, who sold the
First Ward House to Beasley;
says when he took over the bar
in 1995, it was in danger of be-
ing torn down. He says some
even went so far as to question
why he was bothering with the
dilapidated building.

“It’s an old room with great
history, great ambience,” he
says. “We modified it and cre-
ated a wonderful spot.”

Over the past few years, the

'First Ward House has made a

name for itself by bringing in
regional and national blues
acts including Fast Johnny
Ricker, Kelley Hunt and
Lightnin’ Boy Malcolm.
Beasley, a guitarist himself,
even jumps in with bands for
the occasional song.

“They all have their neigh-
borhood taverns, but they
come here for the music,” he
says of his customers.

Winn agrees. Karaoke and

THyra mttcin arnn?t it £laa

JOSH BIGGS /St. Joseph News-Press

Shannon Winn tends bar at the Brown Bear. Ms. Winn is
part of the family that owns and runs the tavern.

he bought it, Winn readily
admits. He’s indulged in his
woodworking hobby, putting
in new wood floors and wall
panels throughout the bar.

But the Brown Bear’s most
conspicuous additions have
been the three stuffed
Alaskan brown bears now
lurking in the corners and
snarling from the walls.

“This has turned into
Brown Bear Tavern and mu-
seum,” he jokes.

And bank, some might say
after seeing the bar’s dollar-
bill-covered ceiling. Winn
says he and a friend got the
idea after visiting a small bar
in Iowa during a fishing trip.

“We had to ask the ques-
tion, ‘How do you get those
up there?,”” he says. The re-
sponse: “It’ll cost you a dol-
lar to find out.’”

Plenty of customers ask
Winn the same question. Suf-
fice it to say that a few
months ago, money from the
ceiling bought a new color TV
and Playstation for the North
Town Community Center.

Winn says he considers his
tenure as a “Bearkeeper” his
greatest accomplishment.
But whether it’s retirees
stopping in during the day
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His life in the alleys was OK

In Stanberry, there was a bowl-
ing alley and I used to spend some
time there in the evenings. After
supper, 1 would go there and “set
up pins” until I earned enough to
buy a ticket to the theatre a half a
block away. Not a bad way to spend
an evening, because I could go
there and still make it home by
bedtime.

“There was one game known as
“setback,” which consisted of five
pins lined up straight across the
alley at the end, numbered from

first ball and knocked down the
pins numbered one through four.
Do you have any idea I could touch
pin five with the last two shots?
Wrong! I lost the game!

1 was too short-winded to even
try basketball, but did make the
football team in my junior year.

I did love to ice skate, but, of
course, that was only individual.

There were no teams. Wild Cat

Creek was very close to Stanberry
and was ideal for skating. I spent
most of my Christmas vacations
there. I had a setback one of those
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When I was a young lad
of about 8 to 10 years old,
my parents lived on a
farm at the south side of
Berlin, Mo. That was then
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to reopen
Wade’s

£./&- oo

By ROBYN L. DAVIS
robynd @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

When Tim  Hatfield decided to
retire from his third-generation fam-
ily business this year, he gave his
wife’s daughter and daughter-in-law
a present: the chance to reopen
Wade’s Hamburgers. '

To older St. Joseph residents, the
long. time - St. Joseph institution
evokes fond memories of chili,
scrappy beef, brain sandwiches and
hamburgers served in a small stone
building on Frederick Avenue, on
the current Hatfield Sporting Goods
store property. Younger St. Joseph
residents remember the grill’s later
incarnation on Mitchell Avenue,

when it was
called
®@The Hatfield |Wade’s
auction is set for Indian
Saturday, begin- Grill. The
ning at 9:30 a.m. new Wade’s
Inspection begins | Wil ~ be
at 8 a.m. There are tucked into
no reserves on what is now
boats, boat. parts, a storage
motors or acces- | room at the
sories. Those who Hatfield
wish to inspect Sporting
boats - that are Goods
‘already outside on store. The
the lot may do so owners
anytime before the hope to
auction. I have the
store open

by Jan. 1.
They’ll

have the original Wade’s recipes to
assist them. Wade’s original owner,
Wade Goff, died-in 1991, handing
over the recipes to Harold Hatfield,
Tim Hatfield’s father. Tim Hatfield,
55, is the third generation to run a
business in that location since his
grandfather opened a ‘coal business
there in 1923. Harold Hatfield
worked as a carhop at the old Wade’s

in his youth.

“(Wade Goff) made my dad
promise never to give them to any-
body,” Tim Hatfield recalled. “My
dad, before he died, gave them to
Lucy (Hatfield) and told her never to

TODD WEDDLE/ St. Joseph News-Press

Tim Hatfield sorts through a selection of propellers Thursday after-
noon in preparation for a store auction to be held Saturday at Hat-
field’s Sporting Goods, 2028 Frederick Ave. Mr. Hatfield is retiring
from the third generation business and is selling it to longtime
employee Tom Smith. The auction will consist of boats and marine-
related products.

give them to anybody.”

But naturally, Lucy Hatfield is
passing along the recipes to her
daughter, Michelle Hendrix, and

Please see Hatfield's/Page B3
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Wade’s offered
unusual decor,
good service

Interesting sign also helped restaurant
stand out at Frederick Avenue site
By ALONZO WESTON 3~/£- 77

alonzow @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

Drive up and down the Belt Highway today and all the I '

fast-food joints seem to blur into one big glass-and-con-
crete advertisement board.

One might sell hamburgers, another might sell pizza
and still another may sell chicken, but the buildings all
look the same. :

Not so with Wade’s Indian Grill, an early precursor to
St. Joseph’s fast-food industry. Wades, in both its incar-
nations as Wade’s
Hamburgers and
Wade’s Indian :

Grill, like many T 1 = f th =
early century eat- c S c
ing places, used M I .

imaginative

decor and a good
menu to pull in
customers.

Wade'’s
Hamburgers,
started in the late
1920s by Wade
Goff, was located
at 2030 Frederick
Ave. After 1941, it was sold to C.D. Liggett, who moved it
to 17th Street and Mitchell Avenue, where it became
Wade’s Indian Grill.

Jane Joseph remembers both establishments.

“The only thing I remember about the one on
Frederick when I was a child coming from Oregon, Mo.,
to St. Joseph was the sign that used to really fascinate
me. It was a nheon sign of a cow jumping into a meat
grinder and coming out as hamburgers,” she said. “The
blace on Mitchell was a clean, well-run establishment
that was known for its chili,”

Fred Slater remembers the one on Mitchell Avenue as
having an American Indian decor complete with totem
poles out front.

"‘C.D. Liggett was an Indian trader who bought all
kinds of Indian rugs and pottery,” Mr. Slater said.

Photo courtesy of Harold Hatfield

Wade’s Hamburgers,.a forerunner of modern fast-
food restaurants, was opened in St. Joseph in the
late 1920s by Wade Goff. It was located at 2030
Frederick Ave., then was sold and became Wade’s
Indian Grill at another site.

“(Wade’s Indian Grill) looked like an adobe house with
two totem poles.” ]

Wade’s thrived during a time when eating establish-
ment decor wasn’t as homogenized as it is today. Many
included imaginative environments, such as old street
cars, huge cups and saucers, and used neon lighting in
weird and innovative ways. Nl

Many were owned and operated- by future-thinking
and risk-taking entrepreneurs such as Mr. Goff and Mr.
Liggett. _ .

When he worked for him as a teenager in the early
1930s, Kenneth Everett remembers Mr. Goff as a kind,
warm gentleman.

“Mr. Goff was a gentleman,” he said. “He didn’t do

‘much himself in the shop, but he hired people to do the

work for him. He was my idol. I thought the sun rose
and set on him, and I thought I'd like to be a guy just
like him.”

Mr. Liggett was remembered as a man who was
always thinking ahead.

Piease see Wade’s/Page B3
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at Reasonable Prices

DRTH JUNCTION U, 8. 71 AND 169 - 8T, JOSEPH, MISSOURS
oseph is featured in “Where Have You Gone, Starlight Cafe?” The diner is now a vacuum shop.

tim to construction of the Inter- Ry e

state highway system and the Ol'del‘ llp: Al’ldﬁl’ SOH ﬂlgig Slﬂw g,

public’s growing preference for e

fastfood aining witn s empha- — pestaurant sites he visited for book

sis on predictability. o Sy fdnghet
“When the Interstates came

; Here is what author Will Pete’s Cafe, Boonville, Mo.,
%;(g;gs,sgcll rtr;iréz ﬁ?;?iss E)hfeglaces,” Anderson found when he visited ~ vacant. . _
he says. “McDonald’s really took the sites: Pilot Cafe, Salt Lake City; pri-
B e 50 an Bhat’s when Baker’s Cafe, Afton, Okla., day vate (_1ance club. :
these places d’eclined.” care center. ) Purity Cafe, Arkansas City,

Anderson also has scant Qasa Linda pafe, Kingman, Kan., antiques shop.
enthusiasm for “retro” eateries Ariz., surveying firm. ) Sugar Loaf Cafe, St. George,
that try to capture a feeling for Dixie Restaurant, Johnson City, Utah, auto parts store.
the past. “Most of them are Tenn., parking lot. Western Cafe, Rock Springs,
chains. and I like to have the Dutch Mill Village, Glasgow, Ky, Wyo.,. pool hall._ _
owner ’in the back,” he says. open field. White Rose Diner, Hannibal,

On their trfp Aflderson i Earl’'s Sandwich Shop, Waterloo, Mo., truck stop.

: I11., bank branch. Y Barbeque, St. Joseph, Mo.,

Buotte, a tea_cher in Bath, gener- P (T T e W e
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If you desire a little Southern
comfort, then plan to visit
Charleston, S.C., on your next

vacation. For more information, call

the Charleston Area Convention

and Visitors Bureau at (800) 868-

8118.

Tribute book
includes former
St. Joseph diner
on the menu

By JERRY HARKAVY
Associated Press

ORTLAND, Maine —
Will Anderson’s attempt
to revive satisfying mem-
ories of blue-plate specials and
slices of pie from the cafes and
diners of his childhood took him
on a 14,183-mile road trip.

What Anderson found was no
surprise. Most of the eating
places that flourished during the
nation’s golden era of roadside
dining no longer exist. But he
chanced upon other restaurants
that evoke the special flavor of
that period.

"Anderson came armed with
his “Top 40” list of restaurants
— there were actually 42 —
which he culled from his collec-
tion of hundreds of picture post-
cards of diners and cafes which
had their heyday between 1930
and 1960.

‘book, “Where Have You Gone,

research into their fate are the
basis of his new self-published

Starlight Cafe?”
The Starlight Cafe is mythical,
but Anderson visited each of the
42 restaurant sites to get a sense
of their history and to look at
what made each one unique.
" The journey through 39 states
was a labor of love for Anderson,
57, of Portland, who recalled the

-Sunday rides of his childhooed in

the family Packard and its suc-
cessors. The outings invariably
included stops at eating places
along the road.

Inviting states

Before setting out with his
wife, Catherine Buotte; on their
summer trip last year, Anderson
narrowed his list to include a
geographic mix from California
to Kentucky to Massachusetts.

“I found them inviting. There
was something warm, homey
and attractive to me in the ones I
chose. They made me want to go
back in time and walk into the
establishments,” he says.

But what he found on his visits
was far from the pictures on the
postcards.

The Frisco Cafe in Odessa,
Texas, is now a law office. And
Warren’s Dining Room and
Restaurant in Bel Air, Md., has

The former Y Barbeque in St. .

age office. After various incarna-
tions, the Western Cafe in Rock
Spring, Wyo., became a pool hall.,

Like several other eateries on
the list, Duke Restaurant in
Kokomo, Ind., was torn down
and the land paved over for a
parking lot. The same fate befell
the Dixie Restaurant in Johnson
City, Tenn., where the parking is
for McDonald’s customers. -

In all, about half the buildings
remain, in one form or another.
And perhaps 10 are still restau-
rants.

“But in many cases, they're
unrecognizable,” Anderson says.,
“In general, modernizing equals
uglifying, along with a certain



Barbosas has authentic rec

NP 3-25-03

“Barbosa’s is an authentic
Mexican restaurant,” accord-
ing to Manager Angie Ransom.
“We have the reputation for
being the best, and continue to
live up to it year after year.

“Barbosa’s is probably
known best for its homemade
tacos and red chili. The tacos
are made of a flour tortilla
shell and deep-fried until gold-
en brown. The red chili is a
chili with chunks of tender
pork in a red sauce, served
with soft flour tortillas. This is
also great over our enchiladas.”

The tastes of these popular
dishes are hard to find any-
where else in St. Joseph, she
said.

“Our recipes are from south
of the border from Guadala-
jara, Mexico, and all the food
we serve is homemade, from
start to finish, here in our
kitchen.”

Barbosa’s originally began in
the home of Mr. and Mrs. E. C.
Barbosa on 10th Street. E.C.
was first-born son to Mr. and
Mrs. Mauricio Barbosa, who
came to St. Joseph in 1916.

In early 1974, the Moss House
at 906 Sylvanie was purchased
by the Barbosas, and after
extensive remodeling and
redecorating, the house was
opened as Barbosa’s Castillo in

May of 1974.

“We are still family owned
and operated after all these
years,” she added.

The restaurant opened anoth-
er location — Barbosa’s East —
approximately 22 years ago at
4804 Frederick Avenue.

“We have done some remodel-
ing to both locations, and we
will continue to better our
restaurants,” she said. “Howev-
er, we do not plan to do any-
thing drastic to the Moss House
—just the continual upkeep that
is needed.”

Because it is located in the
historic home, Barbosa’s Castil-
lo offers a very unique atmos-
phere, Ms. Ransom said.

“This historic building has
the look of a fabled castle of
fantastic medievalism. When
the Moss family lived in this
house they had a garden on the
second floor, which was a vine-

1pe for Mexican food

“covered area of beautiful

charm. Now, after a bit of reno-
vation, this area is available to
the public as an additional din-
ing area on Friday and Satur-
day evenings.

“This cozy area overlooks
downtown and many say the
sunsets from the garden are as
unique as the house.”

Customers continually
choose Barbosa’s because “we
believe they like our atmos-
phere, friendly service and,
most importantly, our home-
made food,” Mr. Ransom said.

“We know many of our cus-
tomers and many say when
they step through our doors,
they feel a sense of family —a
belonging. That is what we try
to express to each and every
customer. We like to welcome
them each time they dine with
us, if it is their first time or a
weekly visit.”
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Yes, there was a Christmas 10

DROP A TEAR for William Padula, who
on Christmas Day, 100 years ago advertised
in these newspapers that he still had 100
Christmas trees for sale. ... The national
origin of many St. Joseph residents in those
days was reflected in Samuel Westheimer’s
advertisement — his store was at 117 South
Third Street — offering Ramsey’s Scotch
Whiskey, Jameson’s Irish Whiskey, DeK-
uyper Gin in bulk and bottles; London Dock
Jamaica Rum; Hungarian Tokay Wine, Thee-
Star Hennessey Brandy and a wide selection
of Rhine wines. ,

AN EDITORIAL advised: Do not try to
drink enough to last all the year because
Christmas comes only once a year . . . “Peck’s
Bad Boy” had been presented at Bethany
and the reviewer noted it was the “thinnest”
thing that had ever struck Bethany
“Yatsi” was the big name in corsets. An ad-
vertisement said the elastic corset yielded to
every movement of the body as well as shap-

ing the body along classic lines. The ad de-

picted the curvy corset — but not the antici-
pated contents. Who says sex didn’t invade
advertising until the 1980s?

A ST. JOSEPH VISITOR, who had made a
pilgrimage to the Little Big Horn battle site,
said he saw “Sitting Bull and his tribe”
dancing with glee around.the General George
Custer Monument which marked the site
where Indians had killed 300 soldiers in 1876
... The Saxton National Bank, which had
two stone lions guarding its entrance, in-
formed the public its deposits now averaged
$1,000,000 a day and said it was capitalized
for $200,000 . .. Dr. A.S. Long offered to cure
piles at his office on Felix Street.

FRANK ENDEBROCK, at the northwest
corner of Third and Felix streets, was man-
ufacturing and selling trunks, valises and all
kinds of traveling equipment ... H. M. Gar-
lich advertised that “No housekeeper should

TIMELY OBSERVATIONS

Frederick
W. Slater

Editorial
Page Editor

be without rubber gloves ... The Union Sta-

.tion Hotel was offering a dinner which fea-
tured beef, ham, turkey, lamb, lobster, cran-
berries and buffalo tongue ... It was a time
to give gifts to the boss: Employees of R.T.
Davis Flour Mill gave their boss a gold cane
and he gave each employee “a fine, fat
turkey;” S. G. Burnes, a flour dealer, was
given an “elegant” upholstered easy chair by
his workers; members of the Police Depart-
ment presented Chief of Police Broder with a
solid gold badge, and H.C. Fischer’s employ-
ees gave him a silver porcelain-lined water
cooler.

IF YOU WANTED to buy a cane, Good-
live’s was offering a fine selection of such
walking sticks with gold, silver and ivory
handles ... Tootle’s Opera House was fea-
turing the McCaull Opera Comigue Co. which
was presenting the “Black Hussar,” a mili-
tary opera with live horses . .. Eddie Alben,
while hunting near Maryville, was accident-
ally shot in the knee by his brother and had
to have a leg amputated . . . Eggs were selling
for 15 to 20 cents per dozen and dairy butter
from 12 to 15 cents per pound.

A CLASSIFIED AD offered an office boy
job for a 14 or 15-year-old boy and noted
“German preferred.” ... A young man ad-
vertised for someone to teach -him German. .
. The ice at Lake Contrary was reported as

AL DS - N\A.\mﬁ

being five inches thick and safe for skating. .
. A news story said, “On Christmas eve, the
thoroughfares of St. Joseph were thronged
with people. Rich and poor alike filled the
stores and purchased presents for their
friends and kindred ... Merchants on South
Eighth Street between Messanie and Locust
Streets joined together to install a new-
fangled electric light and it was predicted St.
Joseph would soon become the best lighted
city in the West.

LON HARDMAN, the printer, had a spe-
cial on calling cards for gentlemen to use on
New Year’s Day . .. There was no news from
Savannah because the telegraph wires were
still down between St. Joseph and that
community ... Residents on North Second
Street complained their sidewalks were in
bad shape ... Other citizens said garbage
was allowed to pile up in downtown alleys . ..
The first annual Switchmen’s Ball was held
at the City Hall.

THE LEGISLATURE WAS SLATED to
receive a bill establishing a Normal School at
Maryville ... Christ Episcopal Church and
St. Joseph’s Cathedral had special Chrismtas
serviices but many churches waited until
Sunday, the day after the holiday, to conduct
combined Christmas-Sunday services ... A
reporter said a beggar stood at Seventh and
Felix Streets and of 54 persons who passed
the corner in a short time, half gave him
money. Four hours later, the reporter added,
the man was seen, very drunk, on Edmond
Street ... The same reporter wrote a “A
little girl on Felix Street whined ‘My ma is
sick. Will you give me a penny? She got
dimes. At 10 p.m., I saw her give the money
to a great drunken beast in the shape of a
man.” ‘ .

AN ENGLISH VISITOR was so entranced
by St. Joseph that he said he would bring his
family here from Oxford.

00
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saddle blankets, hat savers, gloves,
shoe polish, cologne, after shave,
leather dye, all purpose cement,
mink oil, hoof care kits, leather
finish, saddle butter, horns and
leathercraft items, zippers, boots,
brushes, hair polish, saddle pads,
horse magazines, horse shoes,
horse show racks and black pow-
der items. ;

A visitor to the shop may be
drawn to the life-size display fig-
ure of a horse pulling a real old-
time cart, another life-size display
figure of a horse and a life-size
display figure of a cowboy.

The main business is saddles.
Bill Mooney began building cus-
tom saddles in 1957, and the busi-
ness has developed a good reputa-

Russ Mooney, proprietor at Bill's Saddlery, is is expert at fixing and
making all kinds of saddles and various other horse supplies.

Memorial now under construction.

The expansion of the Stables
will add to the collection of Pony
Express history at the Museum.
The expansion will add back the
back half of the Stables which
collapsed before itcould be saved.
Itwill double the exhibit program
space. It also aims to create a new
wing to house living history ex-
hibits, visitor facilities, officesand
the growing collection of Pony
Express artifacts.

Bill’s Saddlery occupies the
west half of the Pony Express
Bowling Lanes. The east half has
been destroyed for the museum
expansion. Butthelanes were built
at two different times, and the
common wall between the two

partsof thebowling alley remains,

soitdid not affect Bill’s Saddlery.

The block surface in front of the

building was cut for the demoli-
tion.
The Bill’s Saddlery building
is owned by the Pony Express
Museum. “Neither half of this
building was considered well built
enough to be a museum,” said
Russ Mooney who operates Bill's

tion in the area. “We now make
saddles for the sons and daughters
of our customers from that time.

used horses when I was growing
up. I often rode to town in the back
of an old wagon. I used to help
gather cattle, cut bulls and brand
cattle.”

The first saddles Bill sold were
on the back of a horse, he said.

Russlikes horses. “He has three
he rides,” Bill said. “Russ is a
good cowboy. He likes to arena
rope.”

Russ said there are fewerhorses
in the area but better quality ani-
mals. “There are more activities
for horses. I like horses. I like to
work with horses and make good
saddles for horses.”

story by
Duane Thies
photos by
Jim Fly

Bill Mooney, Russ' father, is pictured with the items he aﬁ& Russ repair at Bill's Saddlery. Bill started
the shop in 1957 and is proud that Bill's Saddlery fixes and makes saddles and horse equipment the
old way. The business draws many horse enthusiasts who come to see the Pony Express Museum.
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—Staff ohoto by IVAL LAWHON JR.

Bill, left, and Russ Mooney with the saddle and mochila they made for the Smithsonian.

Local saddle bound for Smithsonian

By ALLEN SEIFERT
Staff Writer

The saddle-making expertise of Bill and Russ
Mooney will soon be on display at the Smithsonian
Institute in Washington, D.C.

Part of an exhibit there will be a hand-made
replica of what is thought to be an original Pony
Express saddle now the property of the St. Joseph
museum. f

“We think this is unusual because most of the
displays at the Smithsonian are the original item
of historical significance,” said Russ Mooney. “The
saddle we're sending is a duplicate of the saddle
owned by the Wyeth family and the museum.”

The saddle saga began last Fall when the
Smithsonian Institute first contacted Museum
Curator Rich Nolf about obtaining an original
Pony Express saddle.

Nolf directed the inquiries to the Mooneys,
suggesting that they might recreate a Pony Ex-
press saddle, complete with mochila, especially for
the Washington museum.

“We couldn’t have done this without the coop-
eration of the Museum,” said Bill Mooney.

Borrowing the Museum saddle, the Mooneys
stripped it down to the tree, then sent those di-
mensions to a saddle tree maker in New Mexico.

The tree maker responded by creating a duplicate
of the original in rawhide. ; ‘

“While we were doing it, we made not one but
three — one for the Wells Fargo Museum in Sac-
ramento, Calif,, one for the Post Office Depart-
ment for a historic display, and this one for the
Smithsonian.” Russ Mooney said.

The Pony Express saddle was, as saddles go,_ari
inexpensive model, stripped of all frills which
might make it an ounce or two heavier.

“An ordinary saddle might weigh 45 pounds or
so. This saddle will weigh around 20. And it is
completely hand-made. All of the nails are either
solid copper or solid brass. I would estimate that it
took probably 60 man hours to build,” said Bill
Mooney.

The Mooneys are not certain when the saddle
will become a part of a permanent Smithsonian
Institute but it will be hand-delivered to the Mu-
seum by North American Van Lines.

“Wehad total cooperation from everyone. North
American officials here had to get approval for
their national office to make the delivery, but they
did it. We built the saddle, but we had help from a
1ot of people,” Bill Mooney said.




- X Jadedsmau siy Jo

a4eo Ul [lew \3 10 Wosoogdumpulqol
1 eurs Aq ‘c6981T.2
le.xe} Aq ‘£/68-T/ ¢ 18 suoyd Aq sineq

" uAqoy J1oupa ssauisng 10e3U0o Sy Y
-aid ssauIsnq e JoJ eapl ue sAey nok 4

“pres ASUOOIAl N :.Emﬁ TI8s 01
ot 03 dn 31 S9ABS[ 81 pUE ‘0] S)uEM
oa Aem oy wsy) spring snl oH;,

*SI9PJO
93} 3,Use0p 9y NG ‘00) SS[PPES
SPIng 1S ‘UeJS}9A IT T8 PRIOM
€ JaUje; STH ‘so[ppes SuIp[ing
U0 pulyaq JesA e Inoge St oH ‘9A0UI
8y} Suramp sseursng SUIso] Inoge
POLLIOM 00} }UST ASUOOIN I

“1eoA siy) 19)e| awoy S|y Jeau

T —

ATenaqaq Jo 1say oy
moge sAow 0} sue[d ay pue ‘gog
peoy £Auno) 9670z 99 [[14 SSeIppe
MU Y, "SsauIsng a3 JI0J oWoY
ST{ Tealtl SUIP[INg e SuronIistod
ST 91 "Se[ppes 0} joeq sseursng sIy
SNJ0J [[IM oY SJoUM ‘UOIJBO0] MU
B 0} 9AOUI T[IM ASUOOTA I U00S

93ueYDd uoos
M eyl g Axemof pue spaed
auos s[es osfe doys SIH ‘Se0ys
ydeoxe aredes Jsiyes] Jo sodA}
190 UO SYIoM OS[e ASUOOIN I
‘sa[ppes Surpring o1 UonIppe uj
“PreS JUSWIL) TN ., Pa1q SUrAp
B Jo 1aed ‘sismiae joq oxe Aot
'S JoUje] SIY 101

-ITW STIIYS Ssny pue ‘98papmouyy
urelunowr e SuiARY SB ASUOO
TIId soqrIosep Jjuswe[) I
“Pres Juswer) I ,.49TP
-pes ey} 398 NoA pIp aleym ‘Yysos
AN, Aes TIM SUO0SIOS pue ‘aloym
-9Wos JUIPLE N0 aq Pp,I,, ‘SIUaul
-9STLIBApE St [jom SASUOOIN .3}
9AI9s A9y} sdLr} Surjuny Joj youex
91} 9AB9[ SI[PPes I} USYM
. ‘pres Juswia[) I . Lep
-AJ9AD SI[PPES ASUOOIA ISt 9p,,
‘USY} 90UIS
9JI0WI - €% vmmm:oasm seq EHEH
ST PUe ‘6G6T UI S,ASUOOTA] O} WOI}
a[ppes B JYSNoq J8yje] S,Jusue)
TN OY ‘spIeAyools ydesop 1§

"J99NS YIUIN YINos uUo uoneso] jJussaud siy je

.—c-_m e Jo 3no Supliom pue SuUIAOW 3q [IM O SHIOM ‘AisIppes s |IiF 3O 19UMO ‘Asuocoly ssny
s§0id-smaN ydasor 1S /-4f NOHMYT TVAI

3} Je JeauoTIONE ULl S015) 9q
pmom asn 0] o[ppes e smd A[eaa
oUm auosuIos Jo sjdurexs poos y
‘pres ASUO0OJA
I WY} 9sSn NoA Moy Uo
107 e spuadap 3sey Aa1]) SUOf Moy —
sa0ys Jo ared e oy[I] aae ss[ppes,,
*SIOPLI Y} U0
pusdap Sa[ppes oY} JO SWILIDJI 9Y,],

“Jeswry sa0e1d oY) JO-[[e S) pue

SONEUl 9 asnedsq ‘Se[ppes Isouw
ayeuwl 0} WY X0J Joge[ JO Sanoy
00T 03 08 WIOJJ SAYE) ] "9ISY[} WOI]

dn 03 pue 00z‘T$ Je 1Ie1S A[ensn

soyew ASUOOIN I\ SO[ppes oL,
‘sTejuny
uooddel JuIiprienut Aq pasn
aJqe 1By} SS[ppes 03 SS[ppes Moys
Aoue] woy SurSuea ‘syrods SuTpra

uos umo.g
-8U0 UM palLely -Apureq
[lequoo} jooyds
usty unerdyjo ‘Sununy
‘Buipu ‘Buidoy :seiqqoH
Aisienun
91B1S LUNOSSIIA 1SaMULION
w0} UoieoNPa Ul 9ai8ap
slojayoeq :uoiyeanp3
peoy Auno)
:uopeso| ainyng
1S UYWIN
‘uojjeso] Juaungy
TG 08y
£fouoo
SSNYy :awep s, JsumQ
Ksjp
-PES S,|IF :PWeN ssaujsng

96¥0Z
'S S0TT

sjoeJ ssoursng

Aofus oym SISO JOJ SI[PPEs o)
-Sn9 SUIp[Ing s,9Y ‘SUIpLl 10U S,9Y
USUM To3UNOA Sem oY Usaym 09pol
9y} Ul S0JU0Iq SURong apol UsAs
pue sas.toy uo sdrr yoed uo suod
‘S9SI0Y UMOUS SBY ASUOOIA N
'sjured STY JO jeas
9Y) WOoJJ suIed J1 ‘Sse[o B JO jooq
® WOoJJ 9UWIo) J,UPIP SS[ppes 1noqge
agpe[mouy S ASUOOIN JIIN Ing
_"pres ASUOOA TNl . ‘UTed]
0} MOY NoA Sayoea} a897[0),,
‘uoryeonps
838900 ST{ Inoqe S}21831 OU Sey 9y
ng -owr) [} sssuisng s[ppes Al

~UIey 9} 0Jur 05 0} POPIISp ASUOOIN

A ‘SUTYOR9) JO STEdA 9ATJ JoYV
‘pres ay _ ‘sseursng

o} woJy Aeme J98 P[NOD JOAU T,
*Yeaaq Jowwns
Surmp pue spueyeam uo doys
S[PpES Y} Ul joeq punoy sq prnod
9y ‘SUryoed) SeM oY O[IYM USAD
ng "o ‘u03a1() Ul UoTIBONpa ssou
-1snq jy3ne) pue AJISIBATU() )elS
LINOSSTIA] 1SeMUJION WOJ] 99183p
® pauges 9y °‘fooyds YSIH Ten
-U3) Je UBWYSA] B Sem 1 ueym
ssauisng 9y} Ul J9UjeJ SIY PIMm

SUTHIOM pojIBIS ASUOOIN A
. IS YIUIN 'S S081
Je uorieoo] jussaid sy 0} pasow
! usym ‘0661 [HIUN AIdY} paje
-T8d0 3] 'S1991]S STUESSII PUR U
-A9G JB LG6T Ul sseursnq s[ppes oy}

palIels ‘g Tayies s ASUOOA TN
AT9[ppes SI[1g JO JoUMO KIUOOIA]
IIN PTES ©  ‘Yon)s oym ouo AJuo
9y} ULl jng ‘sn Jo [[e Jo jno sAoq

=MOO 9YEUWL 0} PALI} Jotpe] AN,
"OIjoUas A[XeaU SI So[p

"-pes Ul }S9I0UT S,A9UOOJN SSTY

§Sa1J-SMIN ydasof 1S
w0>°0>3du @) YpPaxy

DINIOM a3yd Ag

bb-5-{f

14D UD SD PaqLISap
Y10M S, K2UOOP SSMY

ssauisnq sjyued-jo-jeas Ajjeal sajppes




ST JOSEPH

n ]

y |SRE

AT WORK

4 =
A =
D¢
pe ONd el PO
oone aKes @
addle bags s
orse O0ONE
O addle
atlo ooney a

£y
t 5
S
—
.'A -l'-.-
=¥ o B
= ddle
es a plece of le
aaitio O saddle
d repa 2 er good
d othe e elaied 10
pends 80 to 100 ho O
ade 1o 2 ome
a 2 3 00
O S op




0
2 DUR
QA0
0] ade
03 (000
000 0063
QN
00
P J0 98
: U0

JA0 OUIE
00 3 e 0 0
gnop
2 9389
3 d pie
¢ . 0
0} 000 0STH 350G
0 o 0 3
0 00 PalE 3
0 0] 3 DINO
OIIED
e N3JURADE
0TAQO pue

e uo0 000 0G1$ s

LML
.
e 9Ye DINO
q d
od e se 3
OU? PpPr(q St
pauopuRge Ud9d
UTpIng uapp
gapI o 3
e

0O Eo v
00 3
op O
PINoM 9
0T109S B 3¢
B o9(] gedo
0P D 0
pue Joo J
daso
ASNOY 998 J
7, r I/
A0

puad BD 9
DINO e
0 0 POI
g
0 00
pIno 319
> d
o
ga170 0
d 3 oM P
O9WIOS DI
S 01Ip
S .




Y
DEIL] 0 £ga
0 ens
0 d g
B ) R DONA
CUge e 0id B
aloo ave ed A
e 0 a
0 9 o eo
one O e proprie
ed 3 ddre and
0 eorge Bode
a o leit a e to
people 0 0Sep a
e gea eorge Bode
0 a e 4f¢ O 00
A P p orsa
o o gp
d o]e de
e reco on and
pha g o oye eld te
0
acto dea
ate 010
0. An attemp
0 brea o ailed. Ano
0 actio 2 at o
ee 0 soug be
on and erpre 0
and d e 1a
0 ending the mone
0 B 7 Re 1
e Bufizlo
ppened af 4 d
eef b epha
eorge d a
o 0 g 0 0 050
e old Bode home no
owned b and
oung 0 e next doo
3 09 9 ee
0 0 (1 e 0
ord
3 ad belonged to
dre Aones and A
airecto going ba o 18
a Bible p ed 344 0
iy erman and a
amed e ate
eoroe o
e Order o e S0 0
erweg odge No. 34 o
0 ATMa ot ave
da e zlo b g
ording to e directories, a
e 1892 boo ed George
- Cd g
A eet Disappea
g 19 directo ocaled
O qe ) 0 )
between Lo g Peabod
Peabod ere a 0

a fo
atlo
ep
0
0
da
0
.r
$40
g
3
0
0
he

g 0
30
gy (1
e d a
ceded
0
A a2¢€
A
D
hee 0
Ot€ 00




a 2
plo@® L) L]
O & .
e Bode fo e ge bigger and
hicgoe z be remembered 2
88
o epo 0 e e 0 g
0 oseph p e figure at $1,000
000 And a > 0 dered o e
[ o 0o )
» cl dappla a O
astate 2 evealed 2 eq
g 00,000
5 0 ; 2 ong
e ee eported a
0 = ad eased to 000,000
And e la &0 owed 2 g
onde one 0 e g end
athemsa 5 a atio alled
O o [ O
2 ad boo d Bod g 0
2 & 0 osep 0 e lo
P \ 000 efore
oure of $3,66 0 3
able pa 0 pe <
D pa e owding 000,000
energ 3 bee panded
AT 8 2 endado g ¢ 0 oug
8
give oward e dispo 0 0 g
o 0o - O o o] o
0 a 0
prio]e a erta group 2 0
g
afa . O 0O I2 0
= a 0 o} of Bod
one
e have yet to hear of a one
D g fo ome d o d dua
emoria 0 eorge a'g
8
D& eciatio 0 a g
ed to do fo 0OSepP ould
gee 0 at a e bif o s
one g pe devoted to perpe
2 g g emo 0 g 0
e awa 0 osepn b eve
Orgo z 5 e old ome
O
ould -be -ea eNno g g
- 0 o
Bod a 0 ome big proje
3 ed b Oney b ould
ap o be pe H o And
8
would be easie e vea 0
0 e TO arop c a & 3 E oria
0 a ould be d e and




Proble
before dge
Bode
O osep
AS o 0
ees o0
alg d e 9,
bera e
d ay be
al purposes o
D ase o
O
he da A
an attorney a
B ap
0 d P
orto
g by Robe
o 0 -
0 oi effo
g 0
e explaine
0 egotiatio
been able to
D of land
DOSE One o
Pea s,
oad, a e
and o Be
Origina
onsidering la
eqd e a
orto a
alnqQ d A
erences and
0 eq and
ontemp
anie O e

¥
0T 2
8 AR
azette Co
ae o N i
e aced esda h
a be
0 dled 9
0 be ed to p
e henevole
g 0 ave e O
0 o
ed fo ecreatio
e a o nle
ana
€ a O 0
c Orto
4 d a O E
oug questio
.0 gla atto
cc Cld e
0 e p 1o e
a fo ad
D dsSe D O
O € cationai p
gse adjo e
3, o
00 0 Did
other ad 00
0ad
O 0 Q 0
nroveme
d A o o
z of 0 0
ap 0 .
0 de proje
ated 3 e o
ome 0 a

orde
asige A ate olleg
d de a Dowe
a not be accepted because o
amp e
e 0 Dowe e
ate ad 0 a ed 0
0 0 onstance Bake
Oli€ C g e arge & OR
ered
ered protected b edd
€rd a e o amp
TRd. asked C 0 ake Olg
grar 3 ad den
quarte 0 S a a
< a 2 e 3 0
dge e said he wa al
g Do order completed
eparate 0 e ered
ase e @ e 9 e date
or a ca g 0 e eredif
PE 0
g
i e
. b
ety oy y
0 € O € laie eorge
de ee 0 o 0
J e estate 1o e people
ase iand to ecreational purpose
€d a 93,800,000
O € c ecreatio
al need
c Reque 0 dered
Orro aig 9 a
960 a e ee ore
ap 8y ed 0 ; o 0 deratio
0 e onve 0 o acred
ca - d e 0 o 0 a
0SEp 2
o atte T e 3
dere 0 and o a q
€ orto ald o
= board are reque
8 e Bode ee 0 3
O O pe o A 0
ome o D pal belonging to
e Bode 0 3 A Sp
€ c and remaode e co
€ 0 @ e 3 ove
Bode e a aid
€ ad z e o
poara and d ed the proposa
¢ PO e 0 2| e e d
0 bega e conve build
as given 1o the e and
at o d 0 e b g
c 0 DEINg equestea
e €€ e C C ap
proved nor disapproved e CO
0 daed o Page 0 X



T

GO

a8}







AD eservm9 Judge
4‘}1?165; %ﬁd I.{{lb lic generally hold our cir-

cuit courts in esteem. Therefore it is pleasing,
far and wide, that the Hon. William H. Kim-
berlin has been upheld by the Missouri Su-
preme Court in the long-drawn-out and very
important Bode case,

Jefferson City has affirmed the court of
Judge Kimberlin as to procedure that the at-
torney for the Bode trustees thinks right and
proper. Judge Kimberlin agreed with counsel,
the high court agrees with Judge Kimberlin.

Congratulations, Judge Kimberlin.
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Bode Will
Case Reset |
f@l‘ Feb 26

fé ﬂ%rolvmg the request
of the trustees of the George
Bode Jr. Trust for an interpreta-
tion of the will has been reset
for Feb. 26. Originally the trial
was to be Feb. 18.

It will be heard In Judge
W. H. Kimberlin’s court. The will
left the Bode money to residents
of St. Joseph to purchase land
for recreational purposes. Trust-
ees are seeking to liberalize the
terms of the will.

The reason for the change in
the date for the hearing was that
all parties involved could not get
together on Feb. 18,
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How M’ Bode [je,,zl,f

If there has %;en any doubt about how
George Bode felt about the St, Joseph Museum,
| an item in the 15-Year-Ago column of The
Gazette on Tuesday should end it.

Mr. Bode in 1947 made the first pledge of
$1,000 to the museum’s campaign for funds.
That was eight years before he was to die and
bequeath an estate, now valued at close to
$3,800,000, to the people of St. Joseph for rec
reational purposes,

There is now in the courts a suit by the
trustees of the Bode Trust to construe the will
in order to permit the use of funds in a number-
of ways, one of them for the museum,

The gift Mr. Bode made to the St. Joseph
Museum 15 years ago seems a guide to his in-
tentions.
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ST. JOSEPH N

ST. JOSEPH, MO., THURSDAY EV

Weather Forecast

Nice again
Friday.

{Complete Forecast on Page 2A)

VOL. 104, NO. 118

/ (2d Cl. Post Pd. at St. Joseph, Mo.)

Brewing era

William C. Miller, Pear

1. Brewery worker, awaits one of the final brews
being cooked in the plant’s

800-barrel copper kettle.

By DAVID R. BRADLEY JR. a%giled
while.”
William C. Miller will brew his last The §
batch of beer Friday. unknow
- And the aroma of malt being cooked Sever
with hops will sift over the city for the buying s
final time. ) “We wa
For the first time in more than 126 Much
years, St. Joseph won’t have a beer- shi “Ced
brewing facility. b DDex
Pear] Brewing Co. of San Antonio, Tex., € Scrap)
tomorrow will initiate the first phase in The by
shutting down the brewery at 6th and Al- storage
bemarle. Within two months, all major manufac
operations at the plant are expected to shook h
grind to a halt, Howard Nagle, manager, brewery
said. Moderi
Miller and 175 fellow workers will be  four time
out of a'job. In addition, the can-produc- Nagle S|
ing plant next door will close its gates to operated!
about 35 employes. producin
“A lot of them feel like it’s pretty “Theré
rough,” Miller, 59, said. “For the biggest feels woi
majority, that’s all they’ve done all their than I dg
lives.” father CI;
Miller said he will reap unemployment combine
benefits, or “‘sit-down pay,”” for the time Ilives at tl
being. “No o
“T’'ve worked a steady 39 years,” he do with

&=
o

(115 =i

I




roudly. “I can sit down for g

te of the brewery complex.js
, Nagle said.

people have Shown interest in

Arious buildings, he said, adding,
t to sell it as 5 Package,”

f the brewing equipment wi]] pe
L0 San Antonio, anq the rest wil
ved, he said. . ’

ildings will Probably be solq for
facilities Or perhaps a Smal}l
uring plant, Nagle said. But he
5 head to the idea of another
2eing located there.

. efficient brewerjes should be
S the size of the

i capacity,
about 500,000 barrels.

'S N0 one in the brewery that
5€e about the brewery closing
" Nagle said. He noted that his
ence, brother Raymond ang he
ave put in 137 years of their
rewery.

in St. Joseph had anything to
the decision to close the

/S-PRESS

NING, JANUARY 29, 1976

here ending

Stevenson said.
they’re forced to.”

_FOUR

38PAGES

SECTIONS

after 126 years

brewery,” Nagle sajd. The decision was  distinguisheqd career that dated back to
maéie by corporate officials in Texas, he 1859, ; .
said, 2

Only six persons from
plant will pe transferred
‘tonio office, id.

About 40 employes have reached 55 and
are eligible

for early retirement benefits
id. Pear] h i

St. Joseph once boasted 10 brewerjes.
the St. Joseph Joseph Kuechle, a erman, built the first
3r;le 1n 1849 on Charles, betweenv 7th and

th.

’ rewing history with the introduction of
€ sai as hired a consultant to one of the first and most successful near
eID place the rest of the workers, ‘ rs In the 1920s. The beer conformed to
“About 10 Der cent of them have been ;

placed or

found other Jobs on their own,”
Nagle said. .

“Cooperation from locaj beople has The plant s still brewing about 15,000
been great,”” he barrels of near beer its

ds with less than .5
per cent alcohgl content.

added. “Very few have . Yearly — one of
gone out of town.” ‘ most profitable items, Nagle said.
ary L. Stevenson, a 42-year veteran in i

e Goetz firm bassed another miles-
the “plant’s brewhouse, said meost tone in the 1940s with the introduction of
employes feel “terrible” about the clos. Country Club malt liquor. The broduct is
ing, “Everybody is going to miss it,”” he distributed in 44 states and was a long-
said. ime leader in the mait liquor field.

Although Jjobs are ‘“‘scarce”’ here, most Country Clyp has since dropped to No. 3
employes and their families wijj stay, in malt liquor sajes. .
tevenson sajid.

espite the'closing, Na
“Most of the

thought the
erp‘ployes was

beople like St. Joe,”’
“They’ll leave only if

earl Brewing Durchased

gle said he
general morale of the
good.

As late as lag

dCe.

t week, we were still
in 1961 the efting production records,” he boasted.
MK. Goetz Brewing Co., a firm with' a  “That Says a lot for the employes.”’
"_‘_—WG_.---.— q * v s =¥
MTI;AMNPCE'AR‘i 5F1n'vo|CES g E
364-
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ter units and
tompany has not
in Argentina for

leep

eral expenditures
 hled $4§;9 billion;
82.47 billion; for
£1.94 billion; for
on; for rail trans-
and for pipelines,

¥

M

MAN SMITH
:N CHAPEL

ibeth Gilmore

Mrs. Vincent
;rog glrs, Anna Wise.
Mary Kathryn Punzo
unzo. Funeral arran-
leaton-Bowman Smith

lerick Blvd.
13355
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@Ei ALBUMS s

i Values to $6.98

RIDICULOUS PRICES!

150

ALL “BUDGET” ALBUMS ONLY 50c EACH

or

3 for %3

Pop/Rock . . . Soul. .

- .

» Country/Westem

45 tpm SINGLES — 756 exce

or 5 for $2.3
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The Great Iron Bridge across the Mis-
souri River here was just two years old
when D. S. Mitchell, an early-day photo-
grapher here, took this picture of the
bridge in 1875. As can be seen, the sec-
tions of the bridge west of the pivot pier
were of the quadrangular type. They have
since been converted to the cantilever vari-
ety. The confrol house was in the center of
the pivot span, above the tracks. There
was a pedestrian walk but wagons used
the same floor area as trains and drivers
had to wait until trains cleared the bridge

before they could cross the span.
This photograph shows the original
stone piers. At the left is the Missouri toll-

- house. Outside the ornate house, two men

relax. One has a beard and the other,
with muttonchop whiskers, wears a high-
crowned hat. The smoke stack at the cen-
ter of the bridge served the boiler used to
provide power to turn the draw span. The
photograph was copied from one in the
files of the St. Joseph Public Library. The

view is to the west.
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“That’s where I lived when I was a boy”
George K. Heckel, 90, at right, tells his son, George K. Heckel Jr.

pklyn Bridge in North Side

Here in St. Joseph, Mathias Heckel
entered the grocery business at 24th
and Jackson streets. With the profits
from the store he built a number of
houses in that area which for awhile
was known as ‘“‘Heckeltown.”’ :

“My father, who had been sent to a

tinning school in Germany by the

mother of Kaiser Wilhelm, was an in-
ventor. My father patented several
heating  stove improvements while he
was in St. Louis and had 35 people
employed in making the devices,
which produced more heat with less
coal. He knew how tc conserve energy
long before today’s crisis,”’ George
declared.

“My father’s next venture was to buy
50 acres of land in Dug Cut, just about
where the new West Belt is being built.
He bought 300 pigs and was fattening
them when cholera hit — and every one
of them died.”

Mathias was an early day
philanthropist and he operated a soup
kitchen for the poor during a depres-
sion around the turn of the century. A
city directory for 1897 lists the place as
“Heckel’s Helping Hand Institute,”” at
the southeast corner of Second and
Michel. The house, from which
Abraham Lincoln reportedly once
spoke, was razed in 1972.

“I remember my mother, who was
nursing one of my brothers, even

————t

operated German-English school, said,
“Morning clases were in German and
the afternoon lessons were in
English.”

After leaving school, George worked
for the Volksblatt, a German language
newspaper, which his faher had
purchased after the hog debacle.
George’s first job was- delivering the
newspaper on a pony and later he set
type and ran the press for the publica-
tion. The paper was printed in a
building behind the Heckel home. The
paper suspended publication many
years ago. .

In 1910, George went to work for the
Armstrong Automobile Co., a repair
shop, as a mechanic. Only bankers,
and a few other persons, he said, had
automobiles in those days. .

In 1914, he opened his own garage in
the South Side and stayed there for 39
years, training his brothers, Matt,
William and Fred as mechanics. Fred
still lives in St. Joseph. George’s
sister, Mrs. Evart Sullenger, also
resides in St. Joseph. George later

‘operated a service station at 24th and

Mitchell for several years before re-
tiring in 1959.

The day the accompanying pho-
tograph was taken, George was at the
First Federal Savings & Loan As-
sociation office at Seventh and Faliv

i

o, 5
L]

—News-Press po-lb by Ival Lawhon Jr.

P 7 &
7 =il T
Brooklyn Bridge on Blacksnake Creek
on the map. With him was his son,
George K. Heckel Jr., who is a vice-
president of the association and an
early St. Joseph history buff,

The younger George said some of the
checks written on an account his
grandfather, Mathias, had in the bank,
then known as the German American
Bank, are displayed on the wall there.

‘“The French settled this part of the
country,” said the elder Heckel, ‘‘but
the Germans made it prosper.”’

He pointed to the bank as an example
of that early effort by the Germans in
St. Joseph to help the city prosper.

“When I was a boy, St. Joseph had
three breweries, three -shoe factories,
wholesale grocery houses and a
number of wholesale dry goods firms.
It was really booming. Then it went
downhill for awhile,’’ he stated.

“Now it is coming back and growing
again. ;

“My only regret is that I retired too
soon. I quit at 70. I should have kept
on,”’ he concluded.

And as he left the bank building and
started off at a brisk stride to the
Senior Citizens Center — which meant
a steep climb up Felix street hill — the
small, short, gray-haired but ‘energetic
man, looked like he would keep his
pledge.
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f you want to be certain a busi-

ness promise will be kept, get it

in writing.

That’s one thing Charles

Dwight Liggett learned when he

and his partners, the late Jack
Hill and the late Robert DeHart, sold
their STP business here to Studebaker-
Packard in 1961. Officials of the compa-
ny assured Liggett the plant would
remain in St. Joseph, yet about two
years later, the St. Joseph plant was
moved to South Bend, Ind.

The story of the birth and sale of STP
— that stands for “Specially Treated
Petroleum” — is related in “NOVI, the
Legendary Indianapolis Race Car” by
George Peters and Henri Greuter, pub-
lished by Bar Jean Enterprises, Hazel-
wood, Mo.

While the book, the second volume of
a series about the NOVI race cars, glori:
fies the history of .the car that was
adored by Indianapolis 500 race fans for
more than a decade, the most interesting
“local” part of the book is a long chapter
that tells of STP, which the NOVI helped
make famous.

Basically, this is the story of the
vision and ingenuity of Liggett, a St..
Joseph native and president of Chemi-
cal Gompound Co. He bought the exclu-
sive rights to the German-invented
lubricant for $1,500 at an industrial fair
at Hanover, Germany, in 1954, from L. G.
Farben, the industrial giant. Nine years
later, Chemical Compound Co. sold STP
to Studebaker-Packard for a reported $10
million, plus retaining 30 percent of STP
ownership.

After purchasing the STP formula

Contracts kee

N-P ¢-5-%

TFrvELY QOBSERVATIONS
EMERITUS

A

.. getitin
writing ...

rights, Liggett returned to St. Joseph,
where he had been manufacturing and
selling embalming fluid and other
chemicals, as well as operating the
American Wallpaper Co. He began
canning STP in the garage at the rear
home at the southeast corner of Ninth
and Messanie streets. The familiar
oval label, with the letters STP inside,
incidentally, was the result of .
doodling by the late Louis J. Rudolph
a pharmacist friend of Liggett.

STP had many virtues, such as reduc-
ing friction, lowering the temperature of
moving parts of an engine, and blending
with other petroleum products. One
woman even wrote Liggett that it cured
her baby’s diaper rash, but the St.
Joseph entrepreneur did not follow up
on that potential market.

With Liggett traveling to races and
county fairs, the Indianapolis Speed-
way and automobile shows, pushing
STP sales, the receipts of the company
grew from $2,000 in 1954 to $90,000 in
1956 and to more than $10 million in
1961. During the expansion, the opera-
tion was moved to a new plant on
South Sixth Street.

p promises

When Studebaker announced in 1963
it was moving the STP plant from St.
Joseph to South Bend, Liggett resigned
from his post as president of the STP.
division.

Actually, the story of STP — which
is still a standard’product in automo-
tive stores and garages — is the story
of Liggett, who was an entrepreneur
before most people knew what the
word meant. He built and owned the
Indian Grill Restaurant on Mitchell
Avenue, invented and sold a chemical
to remove sludge from septic tanks,
sold slot and game machines to clubs
on military reservations, was a
licensed Indian trader and a recog-
nized expert on Oriental rugs, and had
business interests in Las Vegas.

Liggett, who visited in St. Joseph last
year, is currently at his residence in
Zurich. He holds both Swiss and U.S.
citizenship, having his official American
residence in Nevada. For a number of
years, he lived in Denver, Colo.

The former St. Joseph man, now in
his mid-80s, is still a human dynamo, fly-
ing from Zurich to London in the morn-
ing for a medical appointment and being
back in Switzerland that evening.

Liggett, who graduated from the for-
mer Robidoux Polytechnic High School,
once told an interviewer, “Sleep is a
waste of time.” That is typical of his
energy.

Now a world traveler, Liggett still
remembers the Studebaker double-cross
and warns, “Get business promises in
writing.”

Fred Slater’s column runs on Fridays.




