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By ALONZO WESTON
‘alonzow @npgco.com
St. Joseph News-Press

MARYVILLE, Mo. — In the two yeaars2
since Rocky Bentilla took up digging for
artifacts as a hobby, he’s never found
much worth talking about.

“Just some bottles, rocks, horseshoes,
pieces of pottery and driftwood, and lots
of footprints,” he said.

But the 55-year-old Maryville man was
determined not to spend another unfruit-
ful year. So, on a cold and wet Dec. 16, he
decided to turn to God for help.

“I prayed to God to let me find an
arrowhead or something better than
that,” he said.

With faith in God — and a sled made
from the roof of an old golf cart and
loaded with duct tape and garden tools —
he went trudging through woods near the
town of Clearmont in Northwest Mis-
souri. He found the answer to his prayers
in the bottom of a creek bed. It came in
the form of a huge mastodon skull.

“I didn’t know what it was at first,” Mr.
Bentilla said. “When I got up to it, 1
couldn’t believe it, but I thought it was a
wooly mammoth or mastodon skull.”

A mastodon is an extinct prehistoric
animal that looked much like an ele-
phant. According to the World Book
Encyclopedia, the animal originally lived
in North Africa more than 40 million

Mastodon skull great conversation piece

years ago. They supposedly migrated to
America about 14 million years ago and
lived here for about 10,000 years.

Finding the remains of a mastodon in
this area is fairly rare, said Michael Fish-
er, president of the St. Joseph Archaeo-
logical Society.

Rocky
Bentilla of
Maryville,
Mo., recently
found a
mastodon
it skull while
rock hunting
in a creek
bed near
Clearmont,
Mo. The more
than 400-
pound skull
|| is proudly
| displayed in
| Mr. Bentilla’s
garage.
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“They said I could come back and pick
it up in a few days,” Mr. Bentilla said.

A few days later, two of his friends —
father and son Bob Horn and Rick Horn
— went to the farmhouse and picked up
the skull. They took it to Mr. Bentilla’s

house and put it in his

“They’re pretty rare all garage.
right. I've never 1sftl}rlrllbled Tales Of the He invited an archaeolo-
across one myself,” he gy professor from North-
said. “But mammoth or IDLAN D west Missouri State Uni-
mastodon remains have versity in Maryville to
been found in just about come over and examine:
every cpunty in the state.” : \ the skull. -

Finding a mastodon = % ST |y But he already knew
skull was arare enough  REEHEEE IS what he’d found.
find for Mr. Bentilla. “I had already checked

When he saw the skull

in Nodaway County, he quickly went to
work with his garden trowel and bucket,
digging it out of the sand and mud. Two
hours later, he had the skull, which he
estimated to weigh more than 400 pounds
and be about 36 inches wide, out of the
ground and loaded onto his small sled.

“I prayed to God to give me the
strength to tip it over and, guess what, I
could tip it over and onto the sled. I
thank God for that,” he said.

He ran into problems when he tried to
pull the sled to his truck, so he ran to a
nearby farmhouse for help. He got a
farmer and his son to come down with a
pickup and a four-wheeler to help tow it
back to their farm.

it out on the Internet, and it is a sub-
adult mastodon. It’s not a full-grown
adult,” he said.

Mr. Bentilla doesn’t know what he’ll do
with the mastodon skull yet. He’s not
sure if he wants to put it in a museum.
As for now, it has its own place in his
garage.

“T want to keep it and enjoy it,” Mr.
Bentilla said. “I might have the school
kids come over and get their pictures
taken with it.”

Tales of the Midland Empire is published week-
ly. If you know an unusual story, unusual bits of
history or an unusual person in the area, call
Alonzo Weston at 271-8574, (800) 7796397
or enail him at alonzow@npgco.com.




