July/August 19 95
Pony Express Re-Run Relay Race 95

Clint Sims

The Second Running of the First Annual St. Joseph

Trials West! Pony Express Commemorative Stick Horse
Re-Run Relay Race took place on Saturday, August 19, 1995.
There were 31 teams enrolled, an increase of ten teams over last
year. Both the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express
National Memorial decided to give their luck a try and join the
race. The Bronco Buck Busters (St. Joseph Museum) finished
fourteenth and the Patee Park Pony Posse (Pony Express
National Memorial) sixteenth. In addition to those who ran on
the teams, several other trustees and staff members were
involved with the stick horse race. Trustees Dick and Mignon

Clint Sims

Christy Buhman astride Annie
Rexia, the Lean Mean Running
Machine, comes across the finish
line in first place. They repre-
sented Am Fam, the American
Family Insurance team.

Thirty-one riders and stick horses line up in front of the Pony Express
National Memorial waiting for a cannon to signal the start of the race.

DeShon and Karen Foley, and her
husband John, served as judges
at the Friday evening horse

show. Tim Burtner was the -
stick horse veterinarian.

Dennis Carter riding Trigger, for CHiPperdale's

(Community Health Plan) races for the finish line Staff'members Rich N olf,
neck and neck with Dan Colgan, riding Mista for Jackie Lewin, Marilyn %3 -
MSTA (Missouri State Teachers Association,). Taylor, and Dee Phillips

They are vying for 20th place - they tied. were members of the Society
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meetings. That proposal was made in August 1985 which meant we had
three years to pull the convention together. I was convention chair and
the newly formed Gateway Chapter of OCTA assisted the museum. It
was, however, Jackie and Marilyn who were the lead persons regarding
content. They commenced to research the St. Joe Road of the California
Trail to provide information for the convention field trips. The success of
the meetings was outstanding and many OCTA members who attended
felt that we set the benchmark. After the meetings, the decision was made
to publish the primary research that had comprised a major portion of the
field trips. Therefore, several years later, Jackie Lewin and Marilyn
Taylor, having added additional information, completed The St. Joe Road
which the St. Joseph Museum published in 1992.

It was shortly after those meetings that Jackie’s name was put up as a
potential candidate for the OCTA board. The fine work that she had
performed was recognized by the membership and she was elected to the
board. She served a 3-year term and was re-elected for a second 3-year
term. During this time, she was chair of the membership committee and
oversaw the creation of OCTA's first four-color brochure.

About a year ago, I received a phone call from Greg Franzwa, who was
one of the founders and was the first president of OCTA. He is currently
a member of the board. He told me that the board had unanimously put
Jackie’s name up for Vice-President/President Elect, and he wanted me
to convince her to accept that position. He felt very strongly that OCTA
needed Jackie’s skills. I explained that Jackie would have to make the
decision, but if she chose to allow her name to be put on the
ballot, then she would have the support of the St. Joseph Museum
and the Pony Express National Memorial. Museum support for
staff members taking on positions with professional organization
has been a standard practice since I have been director.

After serious consideration, Jackie told me that she had agreed to
be Vice-President/President Elect. I told her that I wanted to set
up a luncheon with Jim Lehr, President of the St. Joseph
Museum, and Dick DeShon, President of the Pony Express
National Memorial. I wanted their support before she replied to
the request. The four of us met and both Jim and Dick were
ecstatic with what this meant. Both pledged to take the matter to
their boards and encourage board support. They did indeed share
this information with their respective boards, and Jackie received
a standing ovation from each of the boards. They knew that
Jackie would contribute significantly to OCTA and this in turn
would greatly benefit Jackie professionally, the museums
professionally, and St. Joseph as a whole.

So, on August 8, at the business meeting of the 1995 convention,
in Grand Island, Nebraska, Jackie officially became the president
of OCTA. The following day, Sunday, Jackie’s first public
appearance as OCTA President was August 13 when she was

3

e _
Jackie Lewin speaks at the dedication of Alcove

Spring in her first public appearence as Oregon-
California Trails Association president.

asked to speak at the dedication of
Alcove Spring, near Marysville,
Kansas. Alcove Spring was a very
significant camp site on the
Independence Trail. As I stood in the
audience, on that hot summer
afternoon, I was about to bust with
pride. Jackie had so much poise. Her
speech was short, interesting, and to
the point. I cannot tell you how much
I have enjoyed having Jackie as a part
of the staff of these museums. Her
contributions have been numerous,
and her presidency of OCTA will
simply be another one of those
significant contributions. I don’t need
to wish Jackie good luck, because I
know that she will do well. She has
my support and the support of the
staff and the boards of trustees. We
are all very proud of you, Jackie.
Thank you for the exemplary work
that you do.

el

Rich Nolf
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An article in the last issue of the Happenings (May-
June 1995) featured the wildflower beds at the Pony
Express National Memorial. In response to visitor’s -
interest in the wildflowers, an interpretive brochure
has been created. Illustrations for the brochure were
drawn by David Mead and the accompanying text was
written by Kem Mills with the assistance of trustee Dr.
John Rushin. The wildflowers described in the bro-
chure correspond to numbered markers which have
been placed in the flower beds. The brochures, which
are free upon request, are available at the Pony Ex-
press National Memorial.

Both the St. Joseph Museum and Pony Express
National Memorial conducted visitor surveys from
July 17 through July 28. Every third visitor to the
facilities were asked to fill out a questionnaire. The
data obtained will be compiled and interpreted to
help us more effectively and efficently use our
marketing dollar. The surveys will serve as a bench
mark for comparing results from year to year. They
featured a number of questions including where the
visitors were from and their likes and dislikes about
the museums as well as other useful comments.

Nadive
Wﬁﬂ@fﬂ]@W@m

t h e

Pony Express \ Pony EXpress
National Memorial &2 /National Memorial

Ccommunity Room

eMeetings
*Training sessions
eSpecial events or occasions

Features:
*Full-service Kitchen
e[arge screen TV and VCR
* Audio visual screen
*Tables and chairs
*Reasonably priced

For more information call Allana Smith at the
Pony Express National Memorial at 279-5059
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suggested that I drive the route with Ron,
which I was very eager to do.

Driving the route with Ron was very
productive and helped to set a
pattern. We spent a number of
hours going over the [-229 leg and
the US 36 leg. We held off on
Frederick Avenue since there was
some discussion within the CVB
about which street would be the 1-29
corridor. When that was decided,
we would work out the 1-29 leg.
During the time that we were doing
our research and planning, the CVB
decided that they were not prepared
at that time to coordinate the
signage for all of the museums. I
asked for and was granted
permission to proceed with the
implementation of signage for the
St. Joseph Museum and the Pony
Express National Memorial. Those
routes would serve as the pilots and
the routes to the other museums
would be integrated with the work
we had done. We finalized our plan
for the 1-229 and US 36 legs, and 1
prepared a detailed, descriptive
document with graphics identifying
the location and configuration of
each sign or signs along the route. 1
also had Clint Sims, Graphic Artist,
prepare spec sheets on each sign for
the bidding process. Gary and Ron
assisted in obtaining bids and
Vulcan Signs of Foley, Alabama,
submitted the lowest bid. We
specified enough signs to cover the
1-229 and US 36 legs as well as
some extras in case some were
damaged later on.

During the six to
eight week
manufacturing
time, reflective
vinyl arrows and
logos were
obtained so that
when the signs
were delivered,
we could
immediately start
assembling them.
Ron assigned Jim
Gardner of the
city to oversee the
installation of the
signs and the
result was a
delight to my
eyes. Itis the first
time in the history
of this museum
that we have had
adequate signage.
About the time
that the signs
arrived and were installed, the CVB made the decision that
Frederick Avenue was the most expedient route from I-29 to 9th
Street.

Visitors exiting I-229 south onto Felix Street
will be directed to the museums by these signs.

A couple months after our signs were up, the CVB asked if I
would help in planning the signage for the rest of the museums.
Several months earlier, the signage proposal had been approved by
the membership of the Museums Association of St. Joseph. Once
again, Ron Scholtz and I spent a lot of hours in the car making
notes from which I prepared a detailed document with graphics for
review by the CVB. That document has been approved and bids
have been obtained, and we are waiting the 6-8 weeks until
delivery. I am very excited about providing adequate signage for
the visitors coming to this city. I am extremely appreciative for
the support that I have received from Gary Leftin, Ron Scholtz,
and Jim Gardner of the St. Joseph Street and Traffic Divisions. I
am also very appreciative of the wonderful support I have received
from the Convention and Visitors Bureau. It is a very fulfilling
experience to successfully accomplish a very difficult task with the
shared expertise of different organizations. They were all great to
work with.

: Ol e
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for the Prevention of Cruelty to Stick Horses, the
group who plans the stick horse race.Sulphur
Springs, relay station at the St. Joseph Museum,
was manned by staff members Sarah Elder, Carol
Wills, and Marcelene Green.

Jackie Lewin

L. to R.: George McClain, rider for the Patee Park
Pony Posse shows Sylph during the Friday night horse
show. Wally Bloss, master of ceremonies, considers
accepting a bribe from the feed bag. Other team
members were Dennis Riche, Buddy Calloway, Larry
Reno, Dawnelle McClain, Kim Tullis, Shirley Couldry,
and Lori Calloway.

Ithough he didn’t mount Yellar with the
agility of a Pony Express rider, Kansas City Chief Pellom
McDaniels was the designated rider on July 20, 1995,
when he was in town to make a commercial. He was
accompanied by his brother, Rico, and teammate Brian
Washington. The commercial will air on stations in
Omaha and Lincoln, Nebraska, during August and
September. The taping of the commercial took place at

several of St. Joseph’s historic attractions, including the

Pony Express National Memorial.

Suzanne Lehr

The Bronco Buck Busters, along with their fearless leader, Jim
“Big Buck” Lehr, gave it their best buck. The team members
are L. to R.:Sawyna Polaski and Chad Lawhon, alternates;
David “Buckless” Mead; Jim “Big Buck” Lehr; “Bucktail” Rob
Sipes; “Buckaroo” Sue Noland; and “Buckwheat” Scott Koch.
Buckaroo Sue's niece, Sydney, waits on a bail of straw while the
Bronco Buck Busters pose for picture. Team members not
pictured are Mary “Little Buck” Knab; “Buckskin” Kem Mills;
and “Buckeye” Jen Larkin.

=

L. to R.: Pellom McDaniels gets a boost from Brian
Washington and Rico McDaniels.
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St. Joseph Museum

Kenneth Miller - a souvenir knife from the World’s
Fair held in St. Louis in 1904.

Dr. & Mrs. Wilbur P. McDonald - a sterling silver
commemorative spoon with “St. Joseph Cathedral,
St. Joseph, Mo” engraved in the spoon bowl.

Clark and Nancy Hampton - a book entitled
Talking With the Clay - The Art of Pueblo Pottery by
Stephen Trimble.

Virginia Farnsworth - black and white snapshots of
two parades held in St. Joseph, Missouri - several of
the 1937 Christmas Parade which was held in
downtown St. Joseph and one of the Costume Parade
held at City Hall in 1947.

Louis Westheimer - a collage of several different
labels from the liquor business once owned by the
donor’s grandfather, Louis Westheimer.

Park City Historical Society and Museum - a
colorful postcard of Krug Park and Natural
Amphitheatre in St. Joseph, Missouri. The picture of
the park on the postcard was taken around 1926.

Pony Express National Memorial

Bill Graves, Governor of Kansas - a Kansas state
flag.

Mr. & Mrs. John Foley - two newspapers, The
Sunday News-Press, April 3, 1960, and a

St. Joseph Gazette, April 4, 1960, both
commemorating the centennial of the Pony Express.

Lenine Niederberger - a black and white snapshot
of a re-enactment of the Pony Express held in
Winnemucca, Nevada, in 1921.

The Entertainment Group - a video tape entitled
The Pony Express - American Traditions which was
part of a series of television documentaries.
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Join the
PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL
and the ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Please indicate how you wish your
contribution to be directed.

[OBoth, 50% SJM and 50% PENM
Make check payable to either the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express, Inc.

[JSt. Joseph Museum
Make check payable to St. Joseph Museum

[1Pony Express National Memorial
Make check payable to Pony Express, Inc.
Name

Address

City

State Zip

Please check the membership category you wish.

[]$1000.00 Patron

[ 500.00 Fellow

[ 250.00 Sponsor

[J 100.00 Donor

O 50.00 Subscribing
[] 25.00 Sustaining

Your contribution provides a one-year
membership for you and your immediate
family. A majority of your membership
contribution is tax deductible under 1994
IRS guidelines for charitable contribu-
tions. After receiving your membership,
we will send you a receipt that includes
further information on tax deductibility.

For processing, please send your
contribution to:

St. Joseph Museum

Box 128

St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128



The Jesse James Country Field Trip has been
postponed until a later date. More information
will be forthcoming.

September 12 - Oregon-California Trails
Association - Gateway Chapter meeting at 7:00 p.m.
at the Pony Express National Memorial, 914 Penn
Street.

September 23 - Book signing by local author,
Christina Schellhorn, 12 - 4 p.m. at the St. Joseph
Museum.

September 25 - The St. Joseph Archaeological
Society will meet at 7:30 at the Pony Express National
Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

October 12 - Field trip to Topeka, Kansas to view
the Treasures of the Czars. Call the St. Joseph
Museum at (816) 232-8471 for more details.

October 30 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society
will meet at 7:30 at the Pony Express National
Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Monday through Saturday 9-6 p.m.
Sundays 1-6 p.m.

November 14 - Oregon-California Trails Association
- Gateway Chapter meeting at 7:00 p.m. at the Pony
Express National Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

November 18 - Pony Express National Memorial
Mystery Dinner at the Ice House Theatre. Call the St.
Joseph Museum for reservations and information.

November 24 - Thanksgiving. Both museums will
be closed.

November 27 - The St. Joseph Archaeological
Society will meetat 7:30 at the Pony Express National
Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

November 30 - St. Joseph Museum Lighting
Ceremony and Open House, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

November 30 - Victorian Room Opening, 6:00 p.m.
- 8:00 p.m.
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