¢ “milllen criminals’ fingerprints, police
. "in Wilmar, Minn., Lincoln and

¥ Neb., and Des Moines and Bettendorf,
-. Jowa, could not connect Hatcher with
':his eriminal past. Hatcher repeatedly
. 8lipped through their fingers even
~-though he was in custody, often for

'3 techniques and an FBI bank of 22
15

ewest INighimare: Lhe Serial Killer e ey @

1982

St.Joseph, Mo. . 4¢
Michelle Steale,

1981
Des Moines, lIowa
Hatcher pulls a knife on a man

11, is murdered. P2 | in Salvation Army center. :;—rela}t’e‘li_ crlmesl,dln e:achl of masi:
] - .
Hatcher to go = B Davenport, Iowa . gres. solice could not plerce h
Klller on trial on capital FLTCIAAGT] James L.Churchil, 38,is : '#ohm%f:i‘:"y him as a fugitive
‘ murder charge. LIS TS murdered. “ : '
.. N0 3238 Suppose if he stayed in the
. He pleads ot Bettendorf, lowa A
p i .2331 0087 16 ; ! criminal system here, ultimately we
1978 not guitty.- b Danddiold 10dd P.,11,is snatched would have tried to do some

from a grocery . background on him and tried to

confirm who he was” said Sam
e Cooper, deputy prosecuting attorney
e . In Omaha for Douglas County.
1 97 8 - “He waf in and out of our clutches
3 » 80-quick. I think everybody thou
7{St.Joseph, Mo. ’ e ol s
“IEric Scott Christgen,

;4 |Omaha, Neb.
i £ Duane K,16,is
- | sexually attacked.

1980

Omaha, Nab. _
- | Assault of a man during
4 an argument over sex.

- ‘He's erazy, and he's not coming back
3, to court,’ and that was the end of it. |

f. i don’t know how you stop a guy iike
. L.that®

4. is murdered.
.| Lincoln, Neb. we " __ Inone case, police determined that
! Hatcher molestsa 17- BT - Hatcher was wanted somewhere else,

>3But in that case, the “somewhere else”
> 4didn’t want him back. San Francisco
“police identified Hatcher as a fugitive
-from a prison in Kansas. But when
-authorities in Kansas were notified \
“that he was in custody in California,
Kansas authorities replied that they-
. s -didn’t want to be troubled with having‘
| ; v . him extradited. They said they would_
Hfatcher com?_‘::ssa Se:l:tsheﬂs - enforce the escape warrant only if he
- ?o%rggem’cbbr; a,r;u ., returned to Kansas.
Much of this time is spent in the 1 ’m*;‘a;g?& Wﬂni:lsl%'nmx
Missouri State Penitentiary., . gy syste

£ sanctuary to avold criminal
& He makes several escapes. prosecution, then used it as the path of

least resistance back to .freedom.
‘Dozens of psychiatric exams and
years in prisons and mental hospitals

year-oid retarded youth.

IR
BT

1969

San Francisco,
Calit.

b
o

947-1959

Northwest Missouri

S
__ [Hatcher attempts
== to run over a police
=i officer, threatens a
16-year-old -

Gilbert Buitrago,
6, is sexually
attacked; William
o J.Freeman; 12,
is -murdered in
nearby Antioch.

= knife and attempts. _
—to force him . .
intohiscar. ‘ T & - " s

- e a o
RAR P :

R,
~
’

e e

R . ——
~— A young man In Omaha who

——————

-

P

- near his

.+ for amurder Hatcher committed.. ::' to identify Hatcher as a wanted man,

wiil never forget Hatcher's face and
the nightmares that went with it>

= A l3-year-old boy in-

Bettendorf, lowa, who had to

shopping center. -

_" There gre other kinds of victirs
s well: " . !
0 — Melvin Lee Reynoids, who .

served nearly flve years in prison
§ — Wanda O'Meara. Revnolde’

parents for weeks after
“Hatcher snatched him from a

From page one

home by those who thought ber son
guiity.

— Harry Fox, 64, 2 janitor who died
of a heart attack as police officers
Questioned him about one of the
murders, - ~

Justice has been elusive on the trail
of Charles Hatcher, As thg innocent
suffered, a guilty man was constantly
- s& tree. Police in city after city failed

and psychisiriets misjudsed hrp

How the police, prosecutors,
psychiatrists and judges dealt - with

v

S Ml o iy T s el i AP, iy, ALy y 1
BOST DISPATCH GRAPHICED KOHGRST  ~2-

© The Post-Dispatch has retraced the

Hatcher's crimes rafses . disturbing: tragic route of Charles Ratcher, a

questions of national implications:

- How does a community deal with
sex offenders? Can they be cured?
Can parents protect their children
from them? When the doors of the
institutions were opened and Hatcher

was set free, did anyone ack: “Is he .-

getting worse. instead of better? Is he

R e e -

" Missourian whom authorities in San
Francisco call “a one-man crime
wave,” :

* Dozens of interviews and -

iaspection of bundreds of court and® _.

. Prisonrecords showed that - :
P Despite

-

- .

]

N

all of law enforcement’s F*-“

had taught bim how to convince police
that he was insane to gain entry to the
mental health system. He then turned
it into a revolving door — by gaining
-freedom by fooling doctors into
helievinghe was “cured.” A

The psychiatrists who decided to
free him are not accountable to the
rpublic. The law that protects the
- icY of s patient also protecis
from questions on why thay
returned him to soctety. - i a
£ One etate barnital caw. Hatcher fas..
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. ‘lntnatpropam.meytaued about
. not going with strangers,” the boy's
. father said in an ipterview. “That was

»the summer before he went away., I
don’t know what else could have been

- done. He had been taught to like
everybody but mot to go off with

: nnybody He was very outgoling.”

2 s “Tracking 8 serlal killer preseats
unusual problems.

“We in law enforcement don't
 really have a mechanism right now to
- ‘find out if a local homicide is involved

" with another homicide that occurred
't 80 miles away or 100 miles away,” said
\cgpt. _Robert Robertson of the
* mchisan Highwey Patrol. This type of

ggmnim) recently boited into “thé’

blic consciousness after the made-*

-’l'V movie “Adam” appeared on
N-B*E"l'!ct 10. It depicted the
kidoapping and death of 8-year-oid .
Adam Walsh in Hollywood, Fla. » 7

. Ottis Elwood Toole, 36, a drmer
has fold of killing the Walsh boy and
more than 50 others, most of them

young men. (He later denied kiiling

the Walsh boy.) There are parallels |
between Hatcher and men like Toolé '
~— men constantly on the move, whose
current address is the next ﬂophome
or charity rehabilitation center. - v

How big is the problem? Merlyn D.
Moore of Sam Houston State,

: University in Huntsville, Texas,

* i's big enough to fustity stablishm
0f a national center to corr
information on child murders &
serial killings. “Homicide is the fourth’
leading cause of death for children,
between 5 and 14,” Moore ssid.
are being murdered at six times n:e(
rate of the general population "'m‘ ‘;
MONDAY: Gilbert . Bnltrago
William Freemaa -

Sang
Fromoiig

DG A Y (T

- Psychiatrists dealt with his caseé in-

“isolatlon not realizing that he had been

considered a danger to society many years"'._' _-::;.'

‘earlier. ;
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Lo 1984, SLLodtPos!—Dupawh
: _mUND CITY, Mo. — "He was
et “born :that way,”.'ts the ‘way-:
‘Debbie Burich describes Charles ™
{Hatcher..She is the Buchanan
?{:ounty victim-witness advocate and
wsthe Hatchercase..,-»‘

“*Tpere. must be things- that "
-made him angry,” she said. “T'm not -

Mrymswhathe‘s done.becausel-'

‘thildren, too. But there are
‘nungs that happen that can make & .
Eyemm'umd up hating the system.” -

Hsunty jail tn §t Joseph on a charge
mmhmm«tn

nE P N
N e __w',‘-.—m-a.:

ppenedh) him along the way that-

‘“Hatcher "8 in the Buchanan - -

Hatcher cunnin

sy steminto

nce back to freedom.

gly turned the men

his own private sanct

uary to avoid
criminal Prosecution, th
Ieast resista trood:

tal health

ditas a path of

. s
—

kllhgabywaldboylnSLJoseph
and provided police with:

Infortnation on two other murders.

In all, Hatcher has said ‘he has

B co;nmltted 16 murders nationwxde .

“How were the ekements mixed ln '
‘Charles: Hatcher to create the

‘7 hatred;, anger -and .bitterpess
pecessary to lead a nomadic life of
' rsexual violence that included the

murderofchlldren’ 2

- The answers may be somewhere
in the area of Mound City, in the
. ‘porthwestern corner of Missouri, in
. the duck-hunting country along the .
Nodawny and Missouri rivers. .
- That's where Hatcher was born and . |
. where his family. lived in a um
: places by the time he WS 1. .

&memmybealoqne .

Ryt o i

Sl

country road where Hatcher, at age
6, saw his older brother die.

Or the answers may be with the

"msourl prison.  gystem, where -

Eatcherspmtl‘lormsnrstﬂ

years, serving time “for seven .

offenses that ranged from property

cﬂmstoasaultwtﬂ!lnﬁenttokm o
Hatcher was born in Mound Clty,f .

34 miles north. of St. Joseph, in the

year the Great Depression began..

He came into the world at 4 p.m.,’

July 18, 1929, the fourth and last son .
of Jess-J. and Lula Hatcher. His ~
father m_ﬂ &t the time, Jhis’ -
- motherd, TS
“Jess Hatchervmsafarmlabomr

i’hoproﬂdedmfhh!nmllyhy

T ——

omadlc Slayer ‘Wasn’t Born That Way

‘Graham,’ meore. Mamand and

New Point, settiements that dot the

rolling countryside }ust nomx of s.

JOSGPh TR PR AL 4 -
“*Selling pens was ‘one way

" “Hatcher fed his ramnﬁm m
. Patterson, who now ~farjes m

ground where Hatcher grew up. Be
‘recalled ome of his' ésrliest
memories of the Hatche{Z:was-the
boys lining up on a snow -the
carcasses of fox and coyotes their
father had killed for their pelis. - -

-~ Oldtimers in Holt and Andrew

-counties recall that’ Jess and s

younger brother; “Grover,. often

7 rarried 'shotguas -and “were
' reckoned ‘a8 3 roughaand-tnmble
h ﬂaeﬁngmalsocenhadnym . - palr : :
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“There were times Jess didn't show up for

work because he was too drunk. The lasttime!

saw Jess Hatcher, it was over in Fililmore. He
was so wall-eyed drunk, | don't think he even

recognized me.”

pins in a bowling alley and doing farm
and kitchen labor — and got into his
first brush with the law at 17, wher he
stole a car. He was placed on
probation, but it -was revoked in
October 1947, when he stole another

car in_Holt County. At 18, he was -

sentenced to two years in the
penitentiary. Hatcher later told
psychiatrists that he had had
'homosexual experiences, particularly
_\_i_vhllein prison.

While some might -believe that
Hatcher was coddled by the system
later in life, it dealt with him harshly
“in those early years. When he was 20,
#i¢ got a three-year sentence for
forging a check, a crime many
jurisdictions today handle with
probation. In the two decades between
1847 and 1967, Hatcher spent 17 years
in the Missouri prison systém for car
theft, forgery, escape, burglary and
assault.

He also said that when he was 18,

he had intercourse with an 11-year-
old- girl, whom he described as
promiscuous. Haicher called her “a
whore” and said she “didn’t really turn
- me on.” Io 19859, he had a live-in
relatiosship with 8 woman in St
Joseph, but it was discontinued after
-gix monthg. - - ¢ -
", Hatcler, then 29, was charged with
" felontons it ond ante the Fe

“stole a car, nearly ran over a police

officer and threatened a8 newshoy
with a butcher knife. Records show he
tried to force the newsboy iato his car

‘at knifepoint at 3 am. The boy, 1§,

wrestled free. It earned Hatcher 3
five-year term in the penitentiary.

Hatcher lafer told doctors tnat
when he drank, his strong sexual
desires “can go either way.” He said
he had no sexual interest at all in
children but felt sexual drives toward
adolescent males and females.
“Depending on how I'm feeling”
Hatcher said, he might prefer a 13-
year-old boy to an 18-year-old womas.

- %

i Doctors later speculated o2
whether Hatcher had an organic brain
disease or suffered from a.breh
injury. He was once in a-car accideft
in which the car rolled- over three
times. Hatcher was knockdl
unconscious, but he said as far as I
knew, he had no skull injury.

‘ “Once bewas shot in the head wih
birdshot in a hunting accident,” sal
one psychiatric report. “A companich
shot over bit head, and be was

the other ove his right upper faw.”
Missenrt prisgs records sre

of - ."Within eight

generally silent about Charles

Halcher, except in one respect. There

“is a place on a form identifying the
person who should be notified in the
event of an emergency. In his early
years in prison, Hatcher listed Lula
Lee, his mother, who had remarried.
But she died in the mid-1950s; after
that, Hatcher listed “no one.”

By the time he was 40, Hatcher had
escaped from more prisons and jails
than many criminals had seen. In 1852
he walked away from a Missouri
prison farm; in 1955, he escaped from
the Ray County Jail; in 1964, he tried
to break out of the Buchanan County
Jail, in the same year, he

..from the Allen County jail in lola, - |- 7

Kan.,, where he was being heid on
theft charges, -

In 1967, be was sentenced to five
years In prison in Kansas for car theft
but did not finish the term. While at
the Kansas State Prison at Lansing, he
worked in" the prison hospital's
surgical ward, drinking whatever
amediclne he could for their alcohol
content. He stole drugs, which he
-administered to himself in his upper
arms.

“It was while be was taking these
stimulant drugs that he began to hear

.people plotting to kill him," said a
‘psychiatrist in California who later- .

examined him. “One night he saw a
* corpse stretched out in the next room,
. and all night Indians performed a
ceremonial dance over the body.” ° -

On Aug. 4, 1969, Hatcher signed an -
agreement under which he would .
»abide by certain conditions to attenda *
1 Kansas honor camp. But 17 days later, . ' school.
headed for }?‘

P

T, .

ine- escaped and -

boyhadbeenmaug

~ $-year-oid
attacked i San Fewe o

- Hatcher (1) was in the third or .

dsys.xn 13-year-old:
. _.-vboyinAnﬂocn‘.canr..vas dead and a’

. §
H
B 1

. B T
Charies Hatcher’s school
picture, taken in 1938 in the
Pine Hill School, Maitiand, Mo..

fourth grade at the time. His
older brothers, Floyd (2) and ;
Jesse (3), also attended the :
The teacher,. Ruth |
Allen (4), said the Hatcher
boys were quiet and gave het]

no problems. . H

1
1
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- afternoon of Aug 29, 1968, Gilbert
Buitrago and Denise Lieb, doth 6
years old, were playing in front of the
Buitrago home in San Francscos
Misslon District.

The boy's mother, Valentia,
checked on them about 5 p.m. When
she looked outside a short time {ater.
Gilbert wasgone, . .

Denise - told Mrs. Bultrago that a
man had approached them at a little
park up the street and offered her
candy if she would go with him. She

called police.

Officers were searching for the boy
wheo Roger Galatoire, an auto body
repairman, called police about 7 p.m.
to report an attack taking place on a

didn’t go, but Gilbert did. The mother -

ome Galatoire was walking bis dog

777 7 . when he saw a man beating a naked, .
COPM‘IBO?‘@LMIMM . e
" BAN FRANCISCO — Late In_the -

-bleedingboy. . -
- “The boy stood up, and upon
: standlng. the man grabbed the boy by
" the neck and forced him to the grouad
with a thud ... with an actual thud,”
“Galatoire told police. “"He grabbed the
boy by the neck and threw him
violently to the ground. My thought

Child’s Murder May Be Solved —

By Terry Ganey

Ot the Post-Dispatch Staft

Copyright, 1984, St. Louis Post-Dispatch
ANTIOCH, Calif. — William J.

Freeman, 12, was winding up a great

summer vacation in 1960. He had

made the Little League all-star team

and had gone to camp, where he had

was that he was going to kill the boy,
-0 the boy could not identify him." -

Police arrived in time to catch the

‘attacker. They found the boy had

‘bruises on his cheek and forehead,

swelling of the neck and gross anal
bleeding. : .

“The blood was not-centered in one
place,” the police reported. “The boy
was smeared with blood. There was

On the afternoon of Aug. 28, 1869,
four days before his seventh-grade

.classes were to begin, he and a friend

played teants, a sport William had just
taken up. On their way home, the two
boys were called by a man sitting
behind the wheel of a green car
parked on an Antioch streét near the

ctam, ‘I Went... To Get Some Ice Cream’

blood on his legs and in the buttock
area.”

The child was shy and refused to
talk, police said. The only thing he
sald was, “I went with a man to get
some lce cream.”

The man police arresied bad a
bottle of wine and a 5-foot length of
wire. He identified himself as Albert
Price. But while police prepared to

14 Years Later

the man, and his buddy bicycled on.
But when William didn’t catch up, the
companion went back to the spot
where he Jeft kim. The boy’s bike and
tennis racquet were on the ground but
he was gone.

A day later, 8 stsouri man,
Charles Hatcher, was arrested in San

&

book hlm —- a process that eventually
enabled them to identify -him -as
Charles Hatcher, a fugitive from a
Kansas prison — the man took a
double-edged razor blade from his
pocket and cut his left wrist. Police
took the man to a hospital and later
returned him to the San Francisco
City Prison.

. For Hatcher, a Missourian with a
lengthy prison recerd, the events
began an odyssey through California’s
courts, prisons and mental health
systems. The courts suspected
Ratcher was insane and sent him four
times to Atascadero State Hospitzl for
90-day psychiatric evaluations. Each
time, the hospital sent him - back,
saying he was competent to stand trial
for the attack on the boy.

Kelly M. Waterfield, who spent
nine years as a juvenile officer in San

Francisco, said it was one of five cases

small boy high atop Bernal Heights won awards in archery and highschool. Francisco for beating and sexually
Rill about two miles from the Buitrago, _Svimming ¢ The Freeman boy stopped to talk to See WILLIAM, Page SesHATCHER, Bage’s
skt g .
_-_-—-“-ﬂ__ )
l - = ___-n-_.‘_‘_-_-_-_-‘_-__...___—/
4 » T
" 4Th ’
at’s the only : :
arrested. He tried to escape twice . - £ + (Last year, San Francisc
"thing they can do,  more while at Atascadern. o Ve at Atascadéro, Hatcher to L trint 1o track down the Bultrago boy i
5 . ! . : 0! at be saw someone move 8  days later, he wrote his public ‘check his pfo
»ato. ,send me back here. covhen Hatcher was erresiod 1 targe inclnerator opposite his room, defender to say be wanted o stand insaccessful. The paly e
ation Richard Gra dy. He was comnitted to build a big fire in t and continuauy trial on the charges. the police found was in their own
g?afgo N Atascadero agam under that name in put people Into it | “Is ell this legal?” Hatcher asked. computer files. In 1875, when Glibert
e for il July 1371. Hospital officials there . “He thought they. Wefejust outside MY transfer to the medical factlity = woujd have been about 12, a boy with
sihere as long as he wasa't in the state  recognized him as Albert Price, whom  BiS room, waiting to take him next,”  was; but is it legal for them to send me ‘s the same name and birthday had been
ntg O Kansas” Waterfield sald. “I was they had sent back to San Francisco - "Tote Dr. EdwardS. Deanin1g72, 10 San Quentin? They dont have 8 7 garrested for shoplifting and was
sntal rehocked. If it had been us, we would  only a few months bef ' : medical facility here that would come . pajeased after getting a lecture.)
>utof “nave gone after him, They sald th ore. - . Aascadero officlals in May 1072, ; under treatment for & 1368 (Mentally " Tao mon(hs aftet Hatch t
“The “didn't want him unléss )I'xe was ?:r “Why did they send you back thought that Haicher was dangerous ¢ Disordered Sex Offender), as I W8S “‘¢5 tne Callt ier I;.ec :tt wastsenr
FIWO Kansas* here?” asked Dr. James B.  enough to be sent to the California - op¢ 15 Atascadero for trestment .. correctio h:rci:hkwx?:stsmedn °k
: 2 Between August 1969, when he was Hollingsworth. _:ledical“l"acl}xi{y. eaeprison tllxlospitﬁlea: . undera 1368 status. with a razrc‘:" blade. That was ::;)ugto
ﬂfi" charged, and April 1973, when he was _ Hatcher replled, “That's the only  Jaci~ 5 JREES TARES U "I agree that I don’t need further gt pim into the medical facllity at
CherT, sconvicted, - Charles Hatcher was fhingtheycando,send mebackhere.” - treatment, and I am ready and willing  _ yacgville again. While there, ke took
eight ‘eyamined by dozens of California serious risk with a pattern of 1, gan trial Canyougel me backo * pigh gchool classes and did
y In psychiatrists who were patd $50 to §75 .In November 1971, the hospital - manipulating his way into the hospital court with a writ of Habeas Corpus?” ?sm ding work. He W nsidered
‘ive- Zoaeh to tell fudges what was ing staff reported that Hatcheér “hag been h'ompmmradntatempe. His attorney got him back Into ou tills o:;' : acst:: hh:&u
i ne ooch o tell judge 801§ 08 feigning mental liness-in order © ' ragt conclusion appeared o end . - COUrL and on April 25, 1973, Hatcner ?&’”“’ ellahcinns
ey S Before an examinaticn ‘at -San ibe enmugnmnxﬂom - Hatcher's hospital - “go-round, - ; - Wes convicted, nearly four years after In June 1978, a report for the
y cisco General Hospital on Junel, 01 Aug. 23, 1672 Vaca officials Calllomh Pdarole Board Quoted a

-

14 .

} him £39%1, Hatcher escaped. He got as fiF |
3s'sacramenta,

Cailt,,

be!orelam o

. the tuture.” It was a warning that weat
;l:noﬂcedyearslaterlnﬁebmmand
wa.

.

tmnsremd mmSanQuenﬂn. Two
o -ﬁ"i

.-~wg.

" {# vearto Itfe inprison.

- therapist .as saying that Hatcher
appearod tn be moru omsotn; md o

oﬂ/v@ S



apy.

that, through
e was greater
ccept the
ehavior,” the

1een prepared
year before
iat system.

ile Board set
‘or Hatcher's
sed 19 months
California
| that granted
for time spent
Hatcher was
tion that he
. submit to
ort regularly,
1g set free in

hs later
nined
)us risk
f

is way
1| from
ate

riclated those
ive again,

:ase set up a
a 4-year-oid
' the summer

der 8¢ Eric

I

1}

ST.LOUIS POST-DISPATCH




I e R R e

o Juoun 8 .95

| 9sum pousund axe varpygy ypd

%a4)-4098 30108 puw pip a1 1vym Sujop
29UV “paysiund oq pmoys samo Ans
SYL. ‘PIvs uvweary Sapy . ‘98udan n
[ | '080343. J) &3 oydoad owog,
‘YI8IP §,U08 19y U] paydeas aq pnoa

| Areuy aopsnf e podoy oys jeyy
. gﬂgn_vqﬁgoﬂﬁ.ﬂz ’

«'9582 90 5 ayy JO w00

§0 3100 94315 135 9A1199)0 prus , ‘agey
919833Uyyd v oAy am 2A9119q oM., -,
. ufede sanousum ouereaddesip
8,008 197 Jo Jsud om eq Avy o)
URWIIAL{ BIN POYsIA spndap o],
\ wp.
QW je 219y Juoawos Aq amouy oq
Auo pinoa £es Ay sretap ‘p3uopsod
sem Apoq
“WUBISIP 3W08 PIFBRIP uasq pey jy i
8% 'Apoq a3 uo suoERIqE pue sadulds
oM noqe s(j8ep pepiacad seqorEy,
£us sagndop &, 5yous 1507 B1juo)

‘qAOuY uj koqe o .

950W U0 SIYdeds 9A18 0} j04 ey’
o% pus ‘pjus Joyojey ‘possiw 9q JoAsu -
Pinoa 31doad oy jo Auepy RIBIL
91 I3A0 ‘KNP pur UIIP[IYD ‘Ydoad’
91 Py pey a4 jey) Suis)ioy ydasor
juele 144 po1 ey ‘Buprequisura
ue8aq . 1908y salIBy) ‘ydasog -
15 Woy 3 pio-seak-1| ue Sujmy

J0 9318Yd ® wo jjer Aunoy ueweOny

943 Ul J1ga ‘gg1 yo Bupds oy up
‘PoAlosuR -
PouIBWaL J3pInw uBWIALY ST ‘Nms -
oW pay puv Joje sABp aAy atoted -
814 JO SIS} IY) PAWIOIA O ‘261 ‘0T .
Avp uo pojosvd sem pus wa84s vosprd
ULI0J[8D 9yl patNul Jogdwy .
, : - "RISPUIJJO X08 207 -
wwidoud sjua0jfiv) oy Uf juduneay
0} ejqeuawe Jou sum Joymey pres
AA91 "2 59809150 [unxos snoseBuup,, y
Supwwod jo oiqudes Eum pun
A)yrevosad (vo0spue uB puy Joyoyey -
PIus 49T “1(] ‘0081ouRL, uBS U youye.
9 PIpTunued 9y swy oy 1@ Sujop
8a g Jugs 9oy £iquqosd wBy0ey -
143 pepnjouod si10130p ogy,
o g o UOSK O OpiEne gopouny -
9 ‘0199 'Bujaq jou siy 207 Hunoode
Piga Buoam _Asnopies Supmowios

v J.o& JUNIP seA 9y UIGM UBAD jeqy

9] . m0Q mouy ospy oy .

UI#3p o) passquawas oy jng WWLIY -

" ssom e o i o iV, oroua
X00D "IQ R'uspdwooIw o SNl pinom
194 J9um Jo pajedipu} 9 1uBm pupy
190 MOUY JOu $20D Y Inq JuIUgUIn
DI 520D 3y jeqy 51 Buj99) HH.
S T "SI3PUYJJ0 X38 10)
wesBoud Jusunban enwope) v oju
Anue ujed oy 8u1An) sea JoydiRy Aus
3,083 380f 1. "pied rou2wy 91 pesnsd
194A 5,81 £BS 3,UPIN0D | InG ‘107008
Jo €8mup udsq vawvy pnod e
‘ *£0q p1o-reak-g 3 vo yoBYY.
30) Inoqe paxse sem puR 'xoo) N
PIAB( “1q Aq paujwexa sem Joydjey
KA "1 qpm Burare) Joyym weom v
. < U3IPIYD FunoA spremoy
98Indwy. [wnx9s 9ABY Jou pinom.

| PIes 9 ‘pIvwoj Japio 10 pio-1vak-gi
"ug 0} Aoq Pl0-1834-¢| ® I3ja1d jydywi
9 Sufa9) w,] moy wo Zujpuadap,
SUOISWI00 U0 Uy $NWS OS[8 O,
:i30um AAv] aq ‘siwek JuIDSI0pY
4 Jo s9ewIo} pue sapuw premo; SIALIP
« [BNX9813] SBY 24 IN ‘uIPIIYO Ut 18 J1
“I59J3]U} [BNXIE OU PBY Y Pes I,
« A8 J3Y112 08 wBd,, 18y} S21159p
{renxae  Buouts ~Junronuod Anoygip

°@ uo Supjem IOM, 0D .+ PBY 4 Uy puw [enxes|q 89 Jjasuny
8.J}j199S wvis0) va) :g «+ PODIBE 3y 1uy) KA pusioy "iq IOy

T UBYNBH '7L81 Joquadag uj ng

) « B3[RUIB} SunjBUL 09 pauy U
Ing wew Jo VaIPlIqY Uy IsaI19u|
OU pBY Y prEs 9f ‘0dsjounly ues

*. 0] 8UWOd JaqWawIal 0} SiqeuNn sEM

.SH '9wip 10 18 ojuawvIdES Uy Afjgm-
1919%) ST aniq suo Bupe siiedal ose
9H '£3uowr aus0s UIL 0 Jol0qe] by
B £8 0m] JO Azp © Jupjiom suoquistual
L1andva ay, "TLEL 1aquaAoN

" U1 _I3U2RY ‘pounuexs. ogm ‘useg 'S
.. PIempd “1q1 ajoam Ajjauayg A1aa 193q
;) ~PWNAWOS pus ouim Jupuup pus

. ‘6961 J0 15n3ny uj ojusureideg ) ysed
|8 U 3uidooss sem oy syuiy o,

. "Al1A®aY BuiyULIp Sem 9y pies Jogojey
‘008fouBdy uws pue ojudwWvIDES
uagm)aq ..r. sjnoy u_a.:::uu
uo 8] goopuy ‘sesuey uj; dwwd
uospid ® woyy Btyduoso Iaye Raam

Emu& depinyy
uvwWesi4 weym

~u Jnoge Joj “Jg

. 1Sujede pajy 1943 d1om solsego oN ¢, 7

.+ B U} pO)SaLI® USIq PBY OuM uwln ©

TR vty e -1;.....,.3..1&;#-0#«.:““...
JTIRIDeg By e
59 97 18Y) SR PAURQNIWA JY Pres
oy JoIq) 1591 YL “YORR Y Asopq
10 surg 9 Jnoqe YONW SAqUIBWAS
308 PO 94 18] SFLNLIYIASd piog 3y
‘TeNdsoH 1ms osaprosEY oM Iy *
"0OR]IURI] UTS U] YOVR [eNXa8 Iy
10} BUI3I8AS )[BY [QUIW U SuOs|d
EUnod wwiojie) ay) ginouy; Kea sy

LY P

Bupuia sea ‘Jjyauvow ‘uney -

3 2A02d Jou pmod £
ysnomie ‘qesp s,weNM 0] pool,
S8a gB a3y Joq) )gdnoyy sheafe
£oq) sm J3ye pres 810783nsIA Uy
5J1149Y8 Ing -ju3pode ojnw uw
U} J3)B] 51834 M3) B PIID OYM ‘UTn Aty |

FEXT Y & b &4

%

,: .un:&ﬁk%oa..ﬂ
SWEHINIA’ 9I9YA Juan poxsed sua 'y
182 3 a{jym 3oe1d uayw pey FouBApl 2
[enxesouroq ay) pus ‘Jvd uddsd _
® BUIALID SBM L1910 ABAIIRI GoORUY .
U8 ‘Usw Iy} SIDUBAPE fenxasowoy
8,UBW 24) PISTYaI puy 0yM JIXIqYI)Y

P10-1B34-¢1 ® U0 youN e Ijjuy

pauopsanb K1331)30 ‘19181 muow y "
“aouRIBIddUsp 8, WBYIIA JN0gE |
ubneuLIoju; Auv Joj sjeedda ouand ¢
8uinss] sem jusuriedsp 3 ‘JpINI we
) Joye sxasm om] -uojuudwod..’
S, Weliim A9 paqlrosap ‘wepgy=s
U333 [jBws ay) sem puy wouniedop
oM ped Ajuo any, ‘podusnys sum ayjo
B.J519Ts Auno) 150D enuo) oy, --;
g oBnoY
40 JO Juoly Uy oIS a3 uo Bujxzom
uull 3q) 0] ) 3ulald sea ag mo
puno;] 1 uay) Ing,, ‘W 24y 18 pyes aygs
«'PIV-100) Bupsem 0] wig paproos
I ‘pareaddesip ag asojaq Bsor,
"41eap 5,40q 993 19358 Aiyyns 13y
‘Jomows swRAM ‘Uvwasy 9oL
‘awoy s1q woy
Sow G su 31 "pardurns Kjqeqord —
paimixAydse uaaq peq Koq sug ‘19jem
9} 3ujyono) jsnf Jeq 81Y ‘913 oY) jo
3¥pa oM 10 sum o foq 208]-PaNIBYy
‘paljey-Apues Iy Jo Apoq ayqy
P312A00SIP ‘Yaa) sedures] swy Buope
Buirem uvarppgo 0m) ‘unreaddesip
S, weiIM 49378 shep "O0M]
Ea::Bsuo:&%.:«.EﬂE

stscaviuvsebc

0'."'._’..""."'."Illl'll

sl

" 29y0)eY Bupdautod uwlaq SIQLIOY e

910jaq possed siwak usepnoy .

« 3BIS DjU0IEIRD B, 58 PaqLIsRp Aoty °
180m Ul wig punoj A ‘youye ew =
In0qs Jauey vopsonb o) sured Ady; o

. US0a “Ja)8; Aep v ‘wiyy 300q o Suiky °

Jam  RIDYO Iiym ssguenbpusy »
921{od 0ds5]9uBLq ‘uss oy) jg o
I5LIM Y1 514 Poysers pey oy esnuoaq *
e 81y Jaye Sieipetuu) 338? .
B0} UaN®) UISq PBY JOYIIBH o) uf.. O

"99uBIBaddes|D 8,40q UBUISALY ™
W U} pAoadsns 1o pauopsanbre
10U S8 IDUDIRH ‘02510URI{ UBS JO R

. 83w ¢z Auo 51 yoopuy ylnogyy; =

. - "HO) 0JN8 JOJ UL} § BujAIS -
Uq puy a3y esoym ‘uosiyd sesubiT
8 Wo a105aq Noom oY) paduedss e
Pu®B plo 81934 Op.sum Jyey .oc_.wmg.
3M 1v ‘Aoq plo-Jeek-g ® ?sogtu

0u0 e8vd woij.
ey

oW,
TR A

T Mamm



-

layer’ Confessed
uestioning _

tense Q

Of the Post-Dis
Copyright, 1984, 8t t:ju Post-Dispstch
ST. JOSEPH,\Mo. — It was 8

cloudless efternoon on May 26, 1878,
as 4-year-old Eric Scott Christgen
played on a slide on the downtown
shopping mall in St. Joseph. Karen
Carter, secretary to Eric’s father, had
accompanied the boy and had gone
into a store t¢ buy an American fiag
for Edwin B. Christgen.

She allowed the blond-haired, blue-
eyed boy to play outside while she
went into the store for about five
minutes. When she came out, he bad
vanished. When she didn't find him i
nearby stores, she called the police.

Eric's body was found near dusk
the next day on a Missouri River bank.
He had been sexually molested and
asphyxiated. :

Authorities established a task
force, the Northwest Missouri Major
Investigating Squad, to solve the
crime. Bilt there were few clues. Two
witnesses told police they had seen an
older man, possibly 50 to 55,
: accompanying a boy who appeared to
be about 6 or 7.

]
{
H

Six days after Eric was abducted,
someone called the squad to say that a
young man, Melvin Reynolds, bad
been walking on the mall the day of
the crime. Reynolds — tall, thin and
95 at the time — did not fit the other
witnesses’ description. But he was
known by the St Joseph police and
was brought ln for questioning.

When Reynolds was first
interrogated oo June 2, he denied
being on the mall. A day later, he was
given a polygraph examination by
Terry Boyer, a police department
employee. .

“Melvin told me that he did not kill
Eric but that he would say he did if I
wanted him to,” Boyer said later.
«geveral times during the
interrogation, he said he did not do it,
but he would say he did it if I wanted
him to.”

The police continued to round up
suspects. Before their task force was
disbanded, they conducted 450
interviews. o

On June 5, they breught in Harry A.
Fox, 64, a janitor in the Corby
‘Building, near the spot where Eric

" SeeHATCHER,Pages ...
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was abducted. Fox didn’t: fit the
description either. Ne weighed more
than 200 pounds. State Rep. Mark
Youngdahl, a lawyer whose office Is in
Ahe Corby Building, described Fox as
“a fat siob who was a hell of a nice
guy.”

- While being interrogated, Fox went
into convulsions and was taken to a
hospital, where he was ‘pronounced
dead at 10:19 p.m. An autopsy showed
he had died of a heart attack.

"They kept on guestioning him and
questioning him until they brought on
@ heart attack,” said William
Rosenthal, a lawyer who knew Fox.
“They accused him in the Christgen
boy’s death. It was not the first time
they questioned him. My personal
opinion was that he could have had
nothing to do with it. He was nowhere
close to the description.”

St. Joseph Police Chief James R.
Hayes refused to discuss the
circumstances  surrounding Fox's
death. He said the Christgen murder
case was closed, and he had been

. ordered by city officials not to discuss
; any aspectofit.
¢ The day after Fox died, the man
! who killed Eric Christgen checked out
H of a hotel in St. Joseph and headed for
¢« Omaha Detectives had checked the
* hotel register for transients like him,
- but they looked only at daily
. registrants. The killer had signed a
.-weekly guest register. = ...
«3.-0a June 16, the task force
;ﬁpvestigating the murder was
»“gisbanded. But officers continued to
question Reynolds, & homosexual
whom police had arrested before for

0P Gt B
As a child, Melvin ‘Reynolds
_ suffered from rbeumatic fever that
> left him thin, frail and with an IQ of
: 15, The product of a broken m
{Reynolds had been expelied”from
- slementary school, -had -Tuf “away
from home at age 10 and once had set

. fireto hiscloset. .. IR

s
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“After Reynolds confessed, police
took him home. The next day, they
i picked him up there and charged him.
: A few months later, while Reynolds
_-underwent psychiatric tests at the
Missouri State Hospital at Fulton, he
: vas interviewed by a reporter for the
Columbia Tribune.
“I'm just hoping when I go to court,
the son-of-a-bitch that did it — I just
. hope his conscience bothers him so
bad he can't take it no more and he
Just coafesses to it,” Reynolds said.
On Oct. 9, 1978, Reynolds went on
" trial in St. Joseph before a jury of eight
women and four men. Some of them
knew of Reynolds or had heard that
he was a homosexual.

Reynolds’ mother, Wanda
O’'Meara, pald Lee M. Nation, a
lawyer in Kansas City, $10,000 to
defend ber son. Nation did not call any
of the witnesses who had seen a man
much older than Reynolds leading a

. boy from the mall by the hand. He
" said later that he had believed the
. jurors already knew {rom news
" reports that an older man had first
been sought in the Christgen murder.

The confession was the key in the
state's case, and Buchanan Cousty
"Circuit Judge Frank D. Connett Jr.
allowed it to be admitted over
" Nation’s objectlons. Reynolds
recanted the confession on the witness

_ stand, saying he had given It because
he was scared and tired of the
questions.

" “How long could any of you
“ continue to deny something?” Nation
‘-asked the jury. “Isn't there a point
“ when every human belng asked the

same questions over, and over, and

- over, and over, and over again and
denies, denies, denies, denies; how

“ Jong before that person says, ‘You're

;-going to keep asking me this

. forever.® : \

# . Nation argued tast the police, who
—had solved every murder in St. Joseph
. “for the previous 30 years, had seized
: uponReynoldsbecausehems“a
{ :ready-made patsy.” .
, But Michael A. Insco, Buchanan
. -County prosecutor, praised the police
“ for thefr thorough work.
-+ “"We are lucky in this county to have
‘such fine investigators as we do,”
. Insco sald. “They checked to be sure,
*They double-checked to be doubly
sure. And they finally checked to be
absolutely sure In the case of Melvin
- Lee Reynolds. They spent so much
time and so much effort in order to
find the details and find the truth.”
¥ . Reynolds was convicted of second-
. degree murder and sentenced to life
‘imprisonment fn the Missouri
; Penitentiary, where he was the target
“of homosexual attacks from fellow
inmates. Mrs. 0'Mears was forced to
move from her home because of
, vandalism and harassment.

Four years later, in the summer of
1982, the police in St Joseph had
another child murder og their hands

.— the rape and strangulation of 11-
"year-old Michelle Steele, They had
arrested and charged a man first
identified as Richard Harris and later
as Richard M. Clark.

The man’s real name was Charles
Halcher, who had been born Justnorth

-of St. Joseph in 1929. Authorities were
; aware that Hatcher had attacked a 16-
“year-old in St. Joseph in 1959, had a |

. lengthy prison record and had
- attacked a child in 1968 in California,

In May 1983, Hatcher gave a note to

. a sheriff's deputy in the Bichanan
. County jall. “Please call the FBL" the
. notesald. -

For the next two months, FB] agent

'+ Joseph Holtslag listened to Hatcher’s
. fambling, ugly tale of his travels,
. lacluding the murder of g boy In
;. California and a death in Rock Island,
‘;m. Inall, there were 16 murders,

- 3.

-
upi

Moelvin Reynolds is kissed by his mother, Wanda O'Meara, last
October after Reynoids’ release from prison, where he had
served four years for a murder later confessed to by Charles

Hatcher.

In spite of all the evil, Hatcher said
be wanted to right a wrong. Two years
earlier, he had read of Reynolds'
conviction in a detective magazine.

: He said an innocent man was being

. held in the Missour] Penitentiary.-

# “You're smart enough to know
what those bastards in St. Joe will do

“ for a conviction, even if they have to
frame someone to get it," Hatcher

R_sa.id.

b2

detailed confession to the murder of

‘Eric Christgen

.Some of the authorities who had
charged Reynolds with the crime did
not believe the new confession: But
others did, including the judge and
prosecutor, Hatcher was convicted of
capital murder in the Christgen case
on Oct. 13. Reynolds was freed a day
later. to. a -

1
WEDNESDAY: Tbe‘ attack oa Duane
K.

=~ On July 25, 1983, Ratcher wrote a

- T .
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Working On U.S. Clearinghouse For Serial Killings

force working to set up a national
clearinghouse In the Justice
Department to correlate information
on unsolved, motiveless killings of a
particular senseless and depraved
nature.

He said that in 1977, he had become
convinced of the need for an
information-exchange system on a
national scale. At the time, he had
been working on four child murdersin
Oakland County, Mich., just north of
Detroit. They were never solved.

“It was quite evident during that
investigation that we did not have a
mechanism for keeping track of those
kinds of homicides,” Robertson said.
“I just knew these (types of) vicious
crimes had taken place somewhere
else and that they would continue to
take place.

“It was clear there was a
tremendous number of serialized
“murder going on. When you start

. checking areund the country, you

~really become surprised how many

are goingon.” )
Statistics are hard to pin down, but
Moore said among children between 5

-and 14, homicide is the fourth leading

-~

cause of death. In 1982, 4,000 children
were murdered in the United States,
he noted.

Robert 0. Heck, program manager
of the Office of Juvenile Justice in
Washington, is the source of ' the
estimate of 35 serial murderers
roaming the United States. He said he
had arrived at it through a survey on
unidentified dead taken from medical
examiners in cities of 300,000 or more.

"We're finding that about 50
percent of the victims are children or
juveniles from the serial murders that
we've looked over,” Heck said.

“How many kids who leave home

and are never heard from are victims
and their bodies never recovered?
There's an estimate that 560,000 kids
leave their homes a year because of
child abuse (in the home); but we
don’t know how many come back.
There’s an estimate of 160,000 kids we
think do not come back. What happens
to them?”

Violent Criminal Apprehension
Program, under which police
departments across the country would

tunnel information on vicious,

The task force is proposing a.

‘motiveless murders to a single

agency. The agency would then match
the crimes according to the methods
used and evidence gathered, then put-
police in contact with one another
when it appears that they are looking
for the same killer.

Authorities theorize that their

- chances of solving serial murders
“would improve if clues collected on

similar crimes in other jurisdictions
could be assembled with the

information already available. If's
i ke putting a picture puzzie together,
.with police in isolated jurisdictions
" having pieces that other departments

lack.
Right now, nio offical method exists
for assembling the puzzie pieces.

T %

A crime that would fit this pattern
is the death of a girl, 9 or 10 years old,

‘whose headless body was found in a

St. Louis tenement Feb. 28. The gir!
bad been sexually assaulted; she was
never jdentified, and her head was
never found. The body was buried
Dec. 4.

"Newspaper and magatine stories

led St. Louis police to question Henry
Lucas and Ottis Toole, two of the most
infamous serial murderers. But both
denjed knowledge of the girl's death,

Lucas, 47, and Toole, 36, have
begun confessing to as many as 165
murders that have taken place across
the country. At first authorities
doubted their stories — until they
began to piece together the facts both
men were giving them.

Police have been virtually
powerless to solve such crimes unless
the serial murderer confesses.

After Eric Scott Christgen, 4, was
kitled in St. Joseph 'in 1978, police
concentrated om local suspects.
Eventually, they convicted Melvin
Reynolds, 25, of St. Joseph. Reynolds
was freed in October after Halcher
confessed to the crime. .

Hatcher has told the FBI that he
had killed 15 other people across the

country, including William J. -

Freeman, 12, in Antioch, Calff., in
1969. -

Lt. David Lewis, the detective
division commander of the Antioch
Police Department, said police
sometimes tended lo be provincial in

their approach to homicide.

“We have to keep from putting
blinders on 1o be aware of the
possibilities of transients committing
them,” Lewis said. He added that
murders committed by those just
passing through town were the
kardest to solve. '

“You almost have to exclude
everyone locally to determine it is not
8 local case before you conclude it isa
transient,” Lewis said. :

As he was being interviewed about
the Hatcher case, officers under
Lewis were trying to solve another
child murder. .

“Today, the whole population
mobility is such that we've got
individuals preying on kids and adults
who are moving from one jurisdiction
to another,” ‘Moore said. “I have
medical examiners telling me that
one-half of the unidentified dead out
there are kids into their middle teens,

“We want to look at the whole
phenomena of child abuse and sex
exploitation of kids and what that
leads to. What we think that leads to is
antisocial behavior that may jead to

killing people.”

<
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OMAHA, Neb. — Sixteen-year- .
old Duane K. and a friend had
spent the afternoon at a carnjval
called the ="Septemberfest,”
Omaha’s annual downtown
celebration. Near dusk, they split
up and headed for their homes.

While waiting for a bus, Duane
saw 8 man walking toward him.
The man passed, then came back
and grabbed Duane by the arm.
He said he had a gun, and he
forcéd the youth to accompany
kim to the man's apartment.

For. the oext hour, the man
sexually attacked the youngster on
8 bed. The youth finally escaped
by jumping out an open window
and running to the nearby
Continental Hotel, where he called
police.

Duane gave officers a good
description of the apartment,

zy Aci

.

Of ‘Th'erfe’

including - ‘the Interior. Police
arrested the attacker there the
next day, Sept. 5, 1978.

The arrest of the man, who
identified himself as Richard M.
Clark, began a two-year tour

"through Nebraska’s mental-health

system. Omaha police bad dealt
with -Clark a few weeks before,
after 8 woman caught him in her
home with her son. Because no
sexual acts had taken place, Clark
got only a misderneanor charge.

Police had Qlark on a stronger
charge this time — debauching a
minor, a felony in Nebraska. But
his wild bebhavior upon his arvest
convinced prosecutors that he was
insane. Instead of pressing
charges, they sent him to the
Norfolk Regional Center, a state
mental bospital in Nebraska. It
became Clark’s shortcut to
freedom.

“It was a solid felony, but he

: See HATCHER, Page § j
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pulled his crazy act and was shippec_l'

to the regional center, and somehow
.he got out of there,” said Omaha
Police Lt. Dennis Howard, who had
arrested Clark. “They kick them out
faster than we get them there.”
Although Clark was fingerprinted,
Howard said, the prints were never
sent to the FBI, because by the next

-day he was out of the police
department’s hands and in a mental

institution,

" If the police had checked into his
background, the authorities would
have treated Clark differently. They
wouid have learned that:

— His real name was Charles
Hatcher, a man from Missouri with a
lengthy prison record, including
several escapes.

—- He was still wanted in California
for violating parole in 1977.

— He was considered a dangerous
sexual offender who had been
convicted of a brutal sexual attack on
a boy, 6. in'San Francisco in 1969 and
the attempted abduction of a boy, 16,
in St. Joseph in 1959.

— He had a history of manipulating
the mental "health system to avoid
prosecution.

But the police had no way of
knowing then that Hatcher bhad

| murdered a boy; 4, in St. Joseph a few

months earlier or a boy, 12, in
Antioch, Calif., in 1969. He confessed

:to those crimes only last year.

“When he was jailed, he curied up
intoc a ball and wouldn't talk to

-anybody,” sald Sam Cooper, Douglas

County deputy prosecutor in Omaha.
“They got him to a -county hospital,
and he was committed. He was in and
out through our state mental
institution. N

- ] don't think it's rare that someone
is arrested and then let go,” he added.
"Cities all over the country release
peopie wanted in other jurisdictions, it

“He wWas 1n Bl10 VUL Ut vul Ll
so quickly, I think everybody thought,
‘He's crazy, and he’s not coming back
to courl’ and that was the end ofit 1
don’t know how you stop & guy like
that.” . E
How long Hatcher was detalned at
the Norfolk Regional Center is
difficult to determine, because
hospital officials say confidentiality
requirements of federal law bar them
trom discussing Hatcher's case,
including whether he was éver a
patient there. What kind of treatment
he got or what security precautions

were taken to keep him there remain
a mystery. i . .

Pyss;:cmatﬁsts who treated Hatcher
are not really accountable. The law
that protects Hatcher's privacy also
protects his doctors from examination
on the thoroughness of their
treatment and the ground on which
they based their belief that it was safe
for him to be returned to society.

Whether he escaped or was
reieased, Hatcher somehow got free
agair.. On July 8, 1980, Omaha police
arrested him again in the assault of
another man during a quarrel over
sex, according to police reports.

“Suddenly the suspect flipped out
and began beating his bead against 8
cruiser window,” the police report
said. “They had to restrain him and
take him 1o the police station. When
they took the cuffs off him, he started

. banging his head on the table.”

Again, no charges were filed.
Hatcher was returned to the Norfolk
Regional Center. Douglas Couaty

Sheriff's deputies say Hatcher
escaped Sept. 9, 1980, and a month
later was arrested in Lincoin, 60 miles

‘west of Omaha. o

Lincoln Police Lt Jerry L. Smith
says Halcher, still using the name
Clark, was arrested Oct. 8, 1880, on
charges of molesting a retarded
youth, 17, he had met in a restauraat.
When police brought Hatcher to the
station, they informed him he was
being charged with third-degree
sexual assault.

. “Then he went bananas,” Smith
said. “He just kind of flipped out. He
_got rowdy, began tipping over chairs

In Nebraska, a four-member pnne@

is monitors hospital commitments. It
decides, based on the doctor’s
;recommendation, whether someone
~should remain in an institution. The
;panel must determine whether the
- person is mentally il and is a danger
.tohimselforothers. - o '

_ "The fact that he has a mental
health history is not enough to commit
him* said Mariclare Thomas, the
Lancaster County assistant public
defender who handled Hatcher’s case.

“Once Richard (Richard Clark, his’
alias) was stabilized at the regional
center, he was doing well enough to be

. dismissed from the jurisdictior: of the

mental health board, There was no

clear and convincing proof that

Nebraska could hold him.”

Although police in Omaha and
Lincoin had -dealt with him in
connection with four sexual
encounters over the previous two
years, Haicher was released from the
Lincoln Regional Center on Oct. 30,
1980, according to the Douglas County
sheriff’s office.

Dr. Klaus Hartmann, center
superintendent, refused to discuss the
specifics of Hatcher’s case. But he
taiked about the commitment of sex
offenders in general.

“Sometimes, while a person is here,
the charges are dropped — after one
month, two months, six months,” Dr.
Hartmann said. “If a mental patient
gets involved with the law, the legal
system should have a system for
keeping track of them. .

“We can take in-a patient here with
u florid psychosis, and with modern
treatment techniques, we can
improve that patient,” he said. “Once
that happens, our ‘job as clinical
people is concluded. Whether he
should be contalned or confined is

another matter. The cost is too great
to have that done here. .

- *The problem, from a legal point of
view, Is that although he may stili be
dangerous, he is done here. There is

. po legal basis to confine the person.
This is where a. person may fall
through the cracks, because this is

..what we must do under the law. The

you bave no particular reason for |  and tables and appeared to lose his athortty to hold
boiding them. I suppose if he stayed in ‘mental control.". Police concladed legal isisf.:em has n&: SRy e
the criminal system here, ultimately that Hatcher was insane, so they took  © m” 4ol tning_“ e

we would have tried to do some
« packground op him and -tried--to--

e

him under emergency commitment’
status to the Lincolo-Regional Center,*

. ar
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By Terry Ganey -
Of the Post-Di !

BETTENDORF, lowa — On a
, summer day in 1981, Todd P, 11,
went back Into Randsll's
Supermarket at his mother's
request. She had forgotten a bag of
lce and sent Todd back to get it
while she walted In the car out
froat. - .

Inside, the boy was grabbed on
the shoulder by a man who
identified himself as a security
guard.

“Come with me,” the man said
as he began marching the boy
down an aisle toward the rear of
the store. They went through an
*employees only” door and out a
rear .exit. Todd went along but
protested that he hadn't taken
anything. He tried to show the
receipt that proved the ice was
paid for.

“Come with me,” the man agaln
demanded.

) ’f‘ i
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Cﬁcpg«:outsldc the rear of the
store, the man and the boy hustled
across a parking lot and headed
toward some woods.

“Where are we going?” Todd
asked. '

“I'm taking you to see your
mom,” was the reply.

Todd knew better. His mother,
worried and angry by this time,
was wailing for him In front of the
store. Terrified, the boy broke
away and sprinted for a Target
store adjacent to the supermarket.

Tbe maa tried to catch him, but
Todd's soccer-seasoned legs kept
kim from being snatched again.
Todd told a security guard at
Target that 8 man had tried to
kidnap him, and police were
called.

Bettendor! police responded
quickly enough to catch the man,
whom Todd identified as his

See HATCHER, Page §

Ha@c her

From page one
kidnapper. Kathy Rader, a clerk at

‘the Target store, also identified him as

having hung around for several hours
talking to juveniles. .

When police frisked the man, they
found a toy plastic pistol and two
lengths of nylon rope.

- "I didr't touch any boys,” the man
said when police began to take him to
& squad car,

Police say the man, who identified
himself as Richard Clark, started
kicking at the windows of the car and
violently striking his head against the
cage. They had to hold him to keep
him from hurting himself.

The officers did not take Clark to
the police station but instead drove
him to Mercy Hospital in neighboring
Davenport, where he was sedated
The next day, when detectives soughi
to question him, doctors informed
them that the man was under
medication and couid not answer.

The man Bettendor{ police knew as
Clark was slipping out of their grasy,
and heading for cover in lowa’s’
mental heaith system. It was a
maneuver that had worked before in
Nebraska.

As a result, police in Bettendorf did °

pot identify him as Charles Hatcher, a

“fugitive whose criminal career dated
‘back 33 years to northwest Missouri

and included sexual attacks on
children and adolescents.

They did not know, for example,
that three years earlier, Hatcher had

‘convinced a 16-year-old boy in Omaha

just before a sexual attack that he had
a pistol. They did not know that
Haticher had possessed a length of
wire when San Francisco police
arrested him after a sexual attack ona
6-year-oid boy in 1968. .-

”

Because police in the [owa
community did pot identify him. they
did not kKnow that 10 years earlie:
Hatcher was thought to be feigning
mental iilness to avoid prosecution
and was considered capable of
committing “dangerous sexual
offenses.” .

The Bettendorf incident occurred
on July 16, 1981, Hatcher's 52od
birthday. I{ was (he latest in a string of
violent offenses that dated back to
1959 in St. Joseph, Mo., when Hatcher
threatened a 16-vear-old newsboy
with a butcher knife. L
- On Aug. 6, 1981, a judge in Scott
County court found that Hatcher was
suffering from “a mental disorder
which prevents him from
appreciating the charge” against him.
Hatcher was sent to the Iowa Medical
Security hospital in Oakdale five days
later for a psychiatric evaluation.

“One thing with him was he wasn’t
very open about his past history,” said
Dr. Curtis C. Frederickson, whe
examined Hatcher at Oakdale. "He
also came here in 8 catatonic state. He
was treated with medication, and that

cleared up. But after he was out of his
catatonic state. he didn’t want to talk
about his past history.”

Hatcher was returned to
Bengndorf an Nov. 10, 1981. When
gohce prepared to take his
fingerprints In the Scott County jail, he
co}lapsed. They managed to get the
prints, but the prints were never sent
to the FBI for identification.

“I know it's a screw-up on our part,”
said Beftendor! Police Sgt. Decker
Ploehn. FBI records show the prints
were finally sent off a year later, after
Hatcher was charged with killing an
H-year-old girlin St. Joseph.:

i Dr. Frederickson filed a. report

. With the court on Dec. 7, 1881, saying
“Clark was competent to stand trial.

-\9‘

For Todd, who was having trouble
sleeping at night, the ordeal
continued. He had to appear in the
same courtroom with Hatcher and
_jdentify him as the man who grabbed
“him. -

“I learned & great deal about the
- system as a result of this,” said Todd's
-father, who works for John Deere &
Co. in Moline, IIL, just across the
Mississippi River. He and his wife
discussed what happened to their son
on the cordition that his last name
would not be used. ~

“He had bad dreams and spent
nights sleeping downstairs near us,”
his mother said. “But he-seems to be
over the ill effects that he had.”

Thomas J. Yeggy, Hatcher's court-
appointed attorney, asked for another
psychiatric evaluation. Dr. Truce
Ordona was-appointed, and found that
Hatcher could not help in his own
defense. As a result, Yeggy intended
to use an insanity defense in Hatcber's
trial.

Dr. Ordona later said in an
interview that a psychiatrist couid
easily be misled by a patient.

“A psychiatrist is very easy to fool
by anyone,” Dr. Ordona said. “That is
why I always warn patients that they
can fool me. -Any psychiatrist who

pretends he cannot be fooled is either
crazy or insecure. I hope I'm not
either one.”

Dr. Ordona also noted that in
making his diagnosis, he had lacked

* all the records of Hatcher's
¥ background. (Last month, Dr. Ordona
* was suspended by the board of Mercy
" Hospital in Davenport for one year
: after a verbal dispute with a patient.)

. On March 18, 1982, Hatcher was
__sent to the Mental Health Institute ln
“‘Mount Pleasant, lowa, on an

involuntary commitment. -

e
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was that every

v him said he was

Realff H. Ottesen,
1ant prosecutor. “1
“unless somebody
had no idea about
uff during any of
As far as we knew,

he bad no criminal record. His prints
were never séat off.”

Ottesen said that because of the
psychiatrists’ opinions, Hatcher could

* not be charged. There was no cholce
but to commit him involuntarily to
Mount Pleasant. ,

“He would be there for so long as
the medical stalf deems him
dangerous and needs to be confined,”
he said. “We assumed he would be

. there for a considerable period.”

* Hatcher was discharged 49 days
later.

The trip to Mount Pleasant may
s ‘bave been Hatcher's second. Although
% officials there refuse to discuss his

oy

"

N ' ﬂeifendoﬂ
. Oskdale = "}
...»;.Davenport ® %"

»
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case, it's believed that he was there
about a year earlier, affer he was
arrested in Des Moines on a charge of
assault,

On Jan. 13, 1981, Hatcher pulled a
knife on another man in the Salvation
Army Rehabilitation Center in Des
Moines. When police arrested him, he
“became loud and abusive and
attempted to struggle.” The judge in
that case found Hatcher was seriously
mentally impaired and had him
committed. . .

Stephen R. Anfinson, assistant
superintendent of the lowa Mental
Health Institute, said most of the
information the institute got about

patients came from the patients
themselves.

“Unless It's documented, we don't
have a way of running a check like the
police do using fingerprints and the
-FBL" Anfinson said. “It's possible to
fool the system to get in and get out.
The nature of the business Is you're
highly relying on verbal reports to
identify problems and determine’ if
there’s been improvement.”

" He sald the mental health system
was forced to balance the needs of

protecting society against the needs of .

the individual. He said court decisions
over the last decade that seek to limit
and review incarceration of mental
patients have swung the pendulum in
favor of the individual.

Had they known more about him,
Anfinson said, Hatcher would have
been handled differently.

“I don't think we had any way of
suspecting the extensive criminal
history - or involvement that this
person had,” Anfinson said. “Certainly
it there had been any inkling that
there was something like that, our
approach would have been different.”

He added that drifters like Hatcher
Wwere hardest to treat. Once they are
released, they wapder away from the

i
]

community support that could provide’
backup treatment. .
““Do you just continue to hold them
indefinitely and provide room and
board? Or do you make the decision to
discharge them?" Anfinson asked. In
Hatcher’s case, he- was released and
given a bus ticket that took him out of
lowa. T
Anfinson said such a step was
frequently taken if officials believed
that the patient has relatlves
elsewhere. .
Less than two months after
Hatcher was turned loose in Iowa, an
11-year-old boy reported to St. Joseph
police tHat a'man had tried to abduct
him on the East Hills Shopping Center
Mall. The man had identified himself
as 8 police leutenant and said he was
arresting the youth for shoplifting.
The boy was sharp enough to
question the identification; he then
eluded the man. But police were
unable to make an arrest. Lo
Within days, in the final week of
Jily 1982, St. Joseph Police were
investigating the murder of a little

‘girl, ’ !

Y

Mickelle Steele.

TOMORROW: The murdef of
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Because the Mississippl River was
high last May, workers had to build a
sandbag dam around the crude
gravesite so they could pump away
the water to allow them to recover
the remains. The body was found
buried under rocks at the foot of a
steep embankment.

Roé¢k Island Coroner Eugene
Sullivan said there was no evidence
to determine what caused Churchill’s
death. “There was no skull fracture;
no fractured ribs,” he said.

Hatcher is to go on trial soon in St.
Joseph in the rape and strangulation
of Michelle Steele, 11, on July 29,
1982. He has confessed to the sexual
attack and strangulation of Eric Scott
Christgen, 4, in 1978 in St. Joseph and
given details of the murder of
William J. Freeman, 12, in 1969 in
Antioch, Calif.

;slough at th
‘Arsenal.”
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nsensitivity Adds To Strain

ST. JOSEPH, Mo. — Michelle
Steele, freckle-faced and red-
haired, had an appointment with
her orthodontist in downtown St.
Joseph. She had made the trip
from her home by bus many times
before. The bus picked her up in
front of her house and dropped
her off hall a block from the
dentist's office.

It was July 29, 1982. The 11-
year-old girl showed up for the 11
a.m. appointment, but she never
made it home. When her mother,
Anpette, arrived home from work
at about 3 p.m. and did not find her
daughter, she immediately called
pOHCe_. . s

Officers at first were skeptical,
and asked if perhaps Michelle had
run away to punish ber mother for
something. They even searched
Mrs. Steele's home. They also
wondered whether the girl's
father, Leonard, might have taken
her somewhere, because Leonard
and Annette Steele were
separated. )

But by 7 p.m., officers begaa to
be more concerned. Finally, at 11
p.m. Michelle was officially
declared missing because it had

been 12 hours since the giri had
last been seen.

Between 60 and 70 volunteers
joined police to look for the girl.
While searching along the
Missouri River, officers noticed a
man near an interstate highway
overpass pillar. When the man was
questioned, he identified himsel{
as Richard Harris. He produced a
bus ticket that showed he had
arrived in the area almost a week
before. :

The next morning, deputies,
volunteers and relatives of the
missing girl were searching the
same area. They first found the
missing girl's tennis shoes, and
then her nude body nearby. She
had been raped, beaten and
murdered.

After an uncle identified the
girl's body, police allowed the
information to be made public
over a television station in St
Joseph. That’s how Annette Steele
found out her daughter was dead.

“The day they found out my
daughter was dead, the cops were
eating doughnuts and drinking

See HATCHER, Pages—
[ 3

or Of Child Who Was Killed

\)

ST,
JOSERH

X

POST-DISPATCH GRAPHIC/ED ROHORST

If A Stranger
Asked, Would
Your Child Go?

By Terry Ganey e
01 the Post-Dispatch Staff
Your 10-year-old daughter is

playing with a group of friends ina
park.

A man she does not know
approaches and says: “Your
parents have been hurt in a
serious auto accident. 1 am from
the hospital. They need to see you.
Come quick.” E

The man seems sincere. Would
she go?

Your 8-year-oid son is alone in
g toy store. A man grabs him and
says he is a police lieutenant. He
may even show a badge. “Come,
with me,” the man says.

Would he go? -

Experts in the fleld ef
protecting children suggest that
parents should ask themselves
these disturbing questions. It may -~
help them determine how .well "
they have taught their children to
protect themselves from sexual
attacks. .

The adage “Don’t take candy
from strangers” is no longer

_ enough. )

“What's & st-anger?” asked ..
See PROTECTION, Plge" '
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