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ARCHAEOLOGY EXHIBIT 23BN171

The completion of the archaeology
exhibit on second floor in October,
1988, marked a proud moment for the
St. Joseph Museum. The exhibit was
special for more than one reason. It
was the result of a collaborative effort
between staff and volunteers. It was
also completed very quickly in terms of
the museum world, since it was less
than two years from its conception to
its completion. This is something of a
minor miracle in a world where exhibits
are often researched and planned for
years ahead of time. Because of the
expertise of the volunteers on this
project, the research time needed was
minimal.

Mike Fisher, past president of the
Missouri Archaeology Society (MAS)
and president of the local St. Joseph
chapter, offered a tremendous amount
of background information on which
to draw. Ed Barlow, who joined the
exhibit team in 1988, was a trustee of
the MAS and vice-president of the
local chapter. As you can see, these
men were not picked by accident. They
were chosen for their volunteer posi-
tions because of their extensive arch-
aeological backgrounds. Their know-
ledge eased the way, from the limited
research needed by the team, to choos-
ing artifacts for the exhibit, and finding
places that had the color and texture of
dirt needed. The exhibit is definitely
the result of Mike and Ed’s efforts
added to those of the museum.

Work on the Archaeology Exhibit
officially began in January, 1987, when
Rich Nolf requested that Bonnie Wat-
kins, who is an amateur archaeologist,
and Mike Fisher meet with him. Rich
wanted to discuss the possibility that
these two could form a team that
would produce an exhibit on arch-
aeology. Bonnie would bring to the
team her knowledge of the museum’s
archaeological collections. Mike would
bring his wide expertise of the field in
general. The exhibit team created here
proved to be a very productive one.

Over some months, Mike and Bonnie
were able to define the basic concepts
they wanted to present in the exhibit.
They came up with three goals for the
exhibit to meet. The first was to show-
case the museum’s very fine archaeo-
logical collections that were then in
storage cabinets in the basement. The
second goal of the team was to illustrate
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an archaeology dig in progress. (Very
few people have the opportunity to
observe a dig while the excavators are
still at work:) The third goal was to limit
the exhibit to material found in North-
west Missouri. Other museums have
archaeology exhibits, but this one is
very specialized in that it shows only
what one would find in a digin our own
area.

With the basic concepts specified,
other ideas began to fall into place. It
was decided to use, if possible, both
the vertical and horizontal profiles of
the dig. This would enable the team to
illustrate such features as postholes, a
hearth and a pit. These are all items
which are indicated in a dig mainly
through a change in soil color. Even a
rodent run, something one would nor-
mally come across in a dig, could be
attempted if the vertical profile was
utilized. The horizontal profile would

enable objects to be placed within the

individual squares in a manner similar
to that in which they are actually found.
Objects are often left “in-situ,” or in
place, as one digs around them, result-
ing in a sort of pedestal effect. This
could also be illustrated in the exhibit.

The next area to be researched was
the density and texture of the foam
itself. Specifically, Bonnie and Mike
wanted to discover if the foam rubber
would hold artifacts of varying sizes in

both vertical and horizontal positions.
This was necessary because the items
placed in this exhibit would be there for
years. One must logically be able to
expect them to stay where they are put.

To this end, models were constructed.
A piece of foam was glued to a board
for support and then covered with dirt.
Artifacts were then placed on top of it,
extruding from the sides a little or a lot
- whatever was necessary to give the
appearance of points, pottery, pots-
herds, etc. just discovered in the dirt.
This was done in both horizontal and
vertical formats. The team anticipated
that the vertical format would not hold
as well as the horizontal. In this they
were incorrect. Everything held very
well; so well, in fact, that some items
had to be cut out of the foam to be
removed. They could not be merely
pulled loose. Why this occurs is un-
known. Perhaps a chemical reaction
occurs between the foam and dirt and
water that makes the whole into a type
of glue. Since no glue of any kind was
used, this is the only hypothesis they
could come up with. At any rate, the
team did ascertain that this foam en-
vironment was very stable.

[t was now time to construct the
exhibition ce se itself. After several starts
and stops, the case which was started
in May, 1987, was completed in October,
1987. The entire museum staff, plus’

The exhibit team from left to right: Mike Fisher, Bonnie Watkins, Ed Barlow.
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were five, needed a different color of
dirt. The team tried to keep samples of
each type of dirt used in the exhibit, in
order to be able to correct any mis-
takes discovered later on in the project.
Just try to talk co-workers into not
throwing away coffee cans full of mud!
The features (such as the hearth, stor-
age pit and postholes) in an actual dig
were caused by digging in the earth by
prehistoric men. In order to duplicate
these areas in the exhibit, the team was
required to add further alterations to
the dirt. In the hearth, ashes and fire-
reddened limestone were added. In
the pit, ashes and many broken bone
and flint artifacts were required. In the
postholes, small bits of carbonized
wood were the only things needed.

After the dirt was applied to one time
period, such as the Woodland, artifacts
were added to the area while the dirt
was still wet. Through the research
mentioned earlier, it had been deduced
that this was the simplest way. Artifacts
were used in each time period which
best illustrated the special qualities of
the era. To this end, the team had gone
completely through the museum’s
archaeology collections — drawer by
drawer. The artifacts chosen had been
set aside to be viewed later to make
certain that each one represented exactly

what was needed. Models of each’

square in the exhibit had been made
out of brown paper. This allowed the
team to place every artifact with thought
and precision. Notes were made on the
paper as to what went where.

Artifacts were placed so that some
sat on the dirt while others projected
out at odd angles, just as you would
find them in an actual dig. Artifacts also
extruded out from the sidewalls in no
apparent order, again as you would
come across them in a dig. To keep the
exhibit interesting, however, more arti-
facts were used than you would nor-
mally find in a dig. The main label
states, “It is unlikely that all these types
would be found in one dig and that
concentrations would be as high as
they are in this display.”

With the artifacts in place, the next
area of attention was the labels for the
exhibit. This is one area that is often
overlooked by the non-professional.
The labels need to explain the exhibit
clearly but succinctly, and many hours
are often required to make this seem-
ingly simple thing come to fruition.
Several different types of labels were
considered for the Archaeology Exhibit.
The final ones are in outline form. The

team felt this form to be the most easily
and quickly understood.

The labels are intended to be viewed
as notes made in the field. To make this
more realistic, they were handwritten
by Ed. He was chosen for this impor-
tant position because his handwriting
was the most legible. After Ed finished
the labels, each one was attached to a
clipboard and set in the appropriate
time period. Each label relates the
following information:

Name of time period

Dates of the period

Food sources

Characteristics

Tools used: with drawings of the
points most often used

These outlines relate a great deal about
each period in a very brief format.

The completion of the interior labels all
but finished the interior of the case.
Paneling was used on the exterior of
this case, to match the other casesin the
room in order to add an air of uniformity.
Sliding glass doors were one of the
final additions to the exhibit. The team
had been wrestling with the problem of
how to let the viewer see the interior
and still allow access to the inside of the

.case. This access also had to lend itself

to the security measures to keep the
public out. The answer to all these
questions was the sliding glass doors,
one of Rich’s best ideas. They provide
an excellent window and yet allow
almost immediate access to the staff.

The case has a main label, which is
placed on the exterior. It is printed and
gives an overall view of the exhibit to
the visitor. The team decided to place
tactile objects around the label and
sidewall, to enable the visitor to both
see and touch some tools used by the
archaeologist. These include a screen
for sifting the dirt, a shovel, a ruler and
several trowels.

Many archaeology sites in the United
States have a number so the exhibit
team thought that their site should
have one also. The label includes the
site designation, 23BN171. The num-
ber 23 is the number for Missouri. In
the early 1900s the Smithsonian de-
vised a plan whereby each state was
listed alphabetically and numbered 1
through 48. Alaska and Hawaii were
added as numbers 49 and 50 when
they were admitted to the Union. The
“BN” portion stands for Buchanan
County — each county has its own two
letter identification. Normally sites are
numbered within a county as they are

DAVID MEAD

N

‘discovered. However, site 171 is a
fictitious number. It actually represents
the ages of the exhibit team added
together. The team had a great deal of
knowledge and expertise, but they also
had a sense of humor.

The Archaeology Exhibit was officially
completed in October, 1988. Over
1,000 hours, both staff and volunteer,
had been relegated to it. However, this
marks only one stage of development
for the exhibit. Vandals have already
struck, breaking off the handle of one
of the trowels positioned on the out-
side. The trowel has been replaced, so
the second stage for the exhibit begins
— the maintenance. Just as with all the
other exhibits in the museum, this one
will need upkeep. =

Detail of the' Archaeology Exhibit.

DONORS

Sheridan Logan — Book, The Journal
of Jonathan Alder, autographed by
author and donor.

Mrs. G. B. Bellis — Program from the
“St. Joseph Pony Express Celebration,”
held Aug. 25 - Sept. 1, 1923.

United States Cavalry Museum — five
black and white photographs of differ-
ent views of the wedding of Douglas
and Emma McCaskey, October 5, 1904.

Pauline Goodell - Woman’s sunbonnet
and cylindrical roll. Small doilies and
table accessories were wrapped around
this roll to avoid creases.

Stanley Novak — Medal from “Marie’s
Boudoir — Fanciest French Fillies —
New Orleans, LA.”
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St. Joseph Museum Prairie Plot

If you have visited the St. Joseph
Museum recently, you may have noticed
a “weed patch” near the south side of
the carriage house. The “weed patch”
is actually an experimental garden of
native prairie plants, started by Jim
Lehr, president of the museum’s board
of trustees. Several years ago, Jim
seeded a small part of the lawn in
native prairie grasses, including buffalo
grass, big bluestem and switchgrass.

7. "‘ -.v i

The grasses were somewhat forgotten
until they grew tall and green during
last year’s drought, when the rest of the
grass turned brown. This spring, en-
couraged by the grasses reemergence,
David Mead planted more grasses and
prairie wildflowers along the south side
of the carriage house. Although the
grasses are slow to take root, (they
establish very deep root systems), most
of the wildflowers have flourished and
bloomed. Pale purple coneflowers,
butterfly weeds, royal catchiflies, blazing
stars, rose verbenas and black-eyed
Susans have all blossomed, creating a
myriad of color. Invasions of non-
native plants such as crabgrass, foxtail
and pigweed compete with the prairie
plants and make the garden difficult to
maintain. There are plans to establish
more native plants and provide inter-
pretation for visitors, so please bear
with our “weeds.” m

River Bluffs Regional Library
Summer Reading Program

Heidi Hornaday, St. Joseph Museum
volunteer, also volunteers at the public
library. This summer she combined
both roles for the River Bluffs Regional
Library Summer Reading Program.
During mid-June, Heidi gave five pre-
sentations, entitled “Trails West,” to
children involved in the summer read-
ing program. Heid’s presentations cen-
tered around artifacts from the St.
Joseph Museum collections which were
items a family would have taken in a
covered wagon along the Oregon and
California Trails. The libraries where
the program was presented were
Carnegie, Washington Park, Savannah,
Central and Belt. =

MUSEUM NEIGHBORHOOD
ASSOCIATIONS

Marilyn Taylor was the museum’s
representative at the June 14 and July
12 meetings of the Museum Hill Neigh-
borhood Association held in Barbosa’s
Garden Room. The group reports that
itis finalizing the work on Smith Park. It
is anticipated that a dedication cere-
mony will be arranged to coincide with
Prairie View Festival '89.

David Mead attended the June 8
meeting of the Pony Express Neighbor-
hood Network (PENN). Since this
meeting was also PENN'’s annual picnic
in Patee Park, David was accompanied
by his wife, Susan, and daughter, Jessica.
]

Elderhostel

For the last several years, St. Joseph
Museum staff members have been asked
to be guest speakers for the Elderhostel
class on St. Joseph history and archi-
tecture. Dr. Jane Nelson teaches the
week-long class at Missouri Western
State College (MWSC). This year the
staff participation involved two sessions.
Jackie Lewin spoke to the group of
approximately 30 people at the MWSC
campus. Her topic was the various
trails through St. Joseph, with particular
emphasis on the California Trail. Bonnie
Watkins and volunteer Mike Fisher
spoke to the group at the St. Joseph
Museum. After a discussion of the King
Hill dig and archaeological site, the
group viewed the new archaeological
exhibit at the museum, and they learned
how a dig was conducted. In addition,
the group also visited other historic
sites in the city including the Pony
Express Museum. =

MISSOURI WESTERN
STATE COLLEGE
EDUCATION CLASSES

On May 2 thirty-six Missouri Western
State College students working toward
a teaching degree visited the St. Joseph
Museum to learn about museum re-
sources available to classrooms. Mary
Jane Field, class instructor, scheduled
the visit with the request that the stu-
dents be familiarized with the various
museum programs and how those
programs could be utilized. After Rich
Nolf welcomed the group, Marilyn Taylor
explained how programs on Native
Americans could be tailored to a spe-
cific age group and a particular area of
study. Next, Jackie Lewin gave an
overview of the Oregon Trail traveling
exhibit. David Mead concluded the
demonstrations by showing the group
a live snake and discussing its habits.

It was explained to the group that
there are many other areas where the
museum staff can assist them including
archaeology, local history, Pony Express
history and museology. The students
were told that upon request they could
use the museum’s library for research.
Many in the class had already exer-
cised one of the most popular museum
services when they were elementary
students themselves — classroom field
trips. They were urged to make a
classroom field trip to the museum a
learning experience by preparing their
students. As Rich, Jackie, David and
Marilyn explained, some groups spend
their time running through the building
and really do not get any benefit from
the visit. In other cases, especially when
the teacher has visited ahead of time,
the classes have “scavenger hunts” or
questionnaires to complete, are well
behaved and learn from the visit m

FIELD TRIP TO
ARROW ROCK

On June 29, forty-four persons
joined several museum staff members
on a field trip to historic Arrow Rock,
Missouri. After enjoying the scenic vista
from atop Arrow Rock bluff and a stop
at Santa Fe Spring, the group took a
walking tour of the restored town, visit-
ing various homes and commercial
buildings. Following a delicious lunch
at the Old Arrow Rock Tavern, the
afternoon was spent browsing the shops
and touring the tavern and other sites.
Although the group returned home
tired, everyone enjoyed themselves.
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