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This painting, done in the 1950s by St. Joseph Mu- passed out of the ownership of a member of the Sallee

seum staff artist Harry Wright, shows the barn that family. When Quantrill Sallee Stigers, the youngest
was on the property of the William Sallee family. child of Mr. and Mrs. William Sallee, died on March
When the barn was built around 1840, it was southeast 4, 1955, at the age of 88, she still owned a part of the
of St. Joseph. As the town grew, it surrounded both original 800 acres of the Sallee farm.

the Sallee barn and the property, originally about 800

acres. Over the years, sections of the farm were sold, = Several months later, Mrs. Stigers’ heirs accepted
but it was not until 1955 that the last of the property $25,000 from the St. Joseph School District for the

(continued on page 2)

APPENINGS

St. Joseph

Museum

June/July/August 1999



"/061 4290300 ul 421v] SAD2L U]

paip 2y puv ‘L68[ ISn3ny ul paip 2yg “uapiyo [ Jo
squaavd ayj a1om aurydasof puv wvijjig 43Yo1L 000 9%
w0y pauingal 2y ‘spjaif pjo8 ayy ur syyuout [ [ 123y
"p108 40f Juny 01 DAL DIULOfIID)) Y] SSOLID PIYYI4]
OYM SL2GE, [NfSS200NS Y] JO U0 SDM 22]]DS WDI]IM
Kpuunf 42y YI1M 1LUNOSSIPY ISIMYLION 01 Suldou 240foq
yonguayy ur uloq os|p spm oym 42Jungy aurydasor
paLLIDW 2Y “CHQ[ D SPULSLIYD) U “MOU ST [00YIS
KoMyavg a12ym—~L4Junod ayj ul Jno puv] pauIv]d

pup €97 Ul 243y duwpd Y ‘€79 v ul Kyonjuay ui
utog €unoy) uvuvyong oy 2ulod oy s42112s 1s41f ayi fo
U0 SDM 22][DS WDIM - duIydasof 2fim s1y pupn ‘uivq
Y] paUMO pup J)Ing oym ‘2a]ps wvijIm fo soroyd

"parrwipe A9y) woym Iojsturu isndeg e Jo ouoy

ur sjuared ST Aq WIY 0] USALS SeM SUWRU J[PPIW SoWef
110q0Y ‘K101S1 K1, 2y ] :SoUD[ YUDA] PUD 2SS

0) SUIPIOODY "SWEB[ AI[BS MOy SeM Ioyje] sowe[
9SSO[ "SQI[TUIE] 0M) 9y} Udamlaq dryspusryy swn

-3U0[ © U99q US2q 9ARY ABUX QIQY], ‘WLIR) Ay} Je AJrurey
SowIe[ 9SS JO SIOQUIAW SNOLIBA JOJ I9)[3YS PIpIA
-oxd uoyjo syuoredpuei3-jeaId sty jey) AJruiey sIy ut
93po[mouy] UOWWOD SeM I1 Jey]) pIes Os[e 39[[eS SIN0|

o011 SuIIa)S [BISUAD)

Q1BISPJUO)) 0} PAISAI[AP 2q 0] 1M ) uonIunuIwe
pue sung op1y 0} syorIsAey SIY JO dUO SuIsn Jnoqe
paY[e} Joyye] 1oy pres oUS ‘A10isiy S A[rurey oy) jnoqe
PY[®} sewnawos , anuen() juny,, ey} pres a9[es
SINOT ‘IOqUISW JJB)S WNISNUW B [IIM MITAIUIL ‘6661

T i o ot

+ou] ‘wmndsnyp] ydasof ‘1S 66610
Sao-wmasnurydasolys-mmm

a0 wmasnurydaso()s @ wifs rew-3
7818-7€C (918) :xed
9988-0£S-008-T/ILY8-T€T (918)
8T10-70SH9 ‘Lnossi ‘gdasof IS
199§ sapIey)) 0011 ‘8TI Xo0d Od
‘uonjeaodiod jyoad-ioj-jou e
ouj ‘wmasnp ydasof 1S

ay) Aq paysiqnd st SHONTNIddVH

‘1 Amnf & Suung “wnasnjy ydasof 1S Y} 183U SIAI]
o9[[es ourydosor pue WeI[[IA\ JO uospueI3-1eais sy,

*J0€J UI paseq 9q pPadpul

Kewl TOWINI 1BY) 9ASI[Oq P[NOD JUO pUB ‘dI[[eS [[Lhuen)
pawreu sem [I13 Jueyur oY) ‘/98] ‘0 ATeniqaq uo

uI0q SeM PIIYO 1S93unoL SA[eS Y} UdyMm Jey) 1oeJ syl
0) UOTJRWLIOJUL STY} [[B PPV ‘Tem Y} SuLmnp ureq oy}

ur opmod 1doy oy Jey) wiy pro  ToqaI youness e, ‘1Y)
-eJpueI3 ST pres 99[[eS "H ‘A "99[[BS WEI[[IA JO UOS
-puei3 pue 99[[eS 20[ JO UOS ‘Q9[[eS MIQISH WERI[[IM
01 pay[e) ‘winasnjA ydasor 1S 2y} JO IOJIAIIP JUR)SISSE
PAIIIAI ‘SPIOUAY UO(] ‘9GHT L Qun[ UO MIIAIIUI U U]

‘uonIUNUIWE pue swIe 3uissewe pue Sup{nq

Apox0as 798 ABIA Ul sAep 921y} JoJ ydasof 1§ ut
910M ppO], 931090 JUBUSINAI[ PIISNL) STY pue [[Lyuen()
ey} Parels Jooq a3 1031pa rdedsmau erepas

© ‘SpIeMpH "N Uyof Aq £/ 8] UL UMNLIAN  4opi0g

Y1 Jo aUDLIDA| Y3 40 ‘SD]J1LLINL PIION O) SUIPIOD

-oe “z9g81 ul ydasor 1S ur sem ‘Gog| aunf ur sdooxn
[e10pa] £q Iy Sem oy ‘[[Luen() ‘UL IR
WEI[[IM JO pueq e[[uuens oy Aq Iep [TAID oY) SuLinp
[eUSSIE UB SE pasn sem UIeq 9y} ey (9)ep 03 udsoid
J0U INQ) pres udaq sey J| ‘ureq I[[BS Y} UIDUOD
1sed Suneurosej s, ydasof ‘1S INoqe sa[e} Y} JO [BISAIS

"SOS6ET Yl UT UMOP UI0) SeM T 910Jq Pa)edo]

SeM UIBq 9} 9I9YM 0} 9S00 A1aA sassed [ren ayIq

UL "I9A09 9y} uo painyoid wreq 99[[eS IQULIOJ Y} Jeau
PRIONISUOD UIq OS[E SeY AeMIed 1SoMYINOS 0} Judd
-efpe ren Sunyrem/e[0401q © ‘Aepo], Aadord a9y1es
uo2q pey Jey) puel uo uedun(g (06 e paAronnsuod

sem JooyoS AemIed ‘1,61 Ul ‘uorsuedxd J10J puef oY)
paseyoind J0mSIp [00YDS Y, ‘SYO0[q 2renbs XIS Jnoqe
—uorssassod s A[Tuie} o9[[es oy} Ul SUTUIewal 938aIor




L-m: B e

The St. Joseph Museum has been chosen by the
daughters of the late J. Mett Shippee to be the reposi-
tory for the extensive collection of archaeological
artifacts which their father gathered throughout his
life. Joan Wagner, Barbara Shippee-Larson, Helen
Raven, and Jane Rhule spent several years researching
various museums and universities before choosing one
for the collection’s permanent home. They are very
proud of their father’s contributions to archaeology
and prehistory, and their objective was to choose an
institution with a reputation for excellence.

Mett Shippee, who died
on March 26, 1985, at the
age of 89, was the author-
ity on archaeology in the
Kansas City area for more
than half a century.
Howeyver, his career and
discoveries far transcend
that local area and even
the boundaries of the
State of Missouri. Mett
Shippee’s career as an
archaeologist took an
exciting turn in 1937
when he wrote to the
Smithsonian Institution
describing his archaeo-
logical finds in the area.
His correspondence b, y

resulted in Waldo Wedel, a * Ao
Smithsonian archeologist, coming to Northwest
Missouri to conduct digs in 1937 and '38, and led to
important discoveries and contributions to knowledge
about the prehistory of the area. The data resulted in
the identification of two important cultural occupa-
tions in the area—Kansas City Hopewell (0 to A.D.
600) and Steed-Kisker (A.D.1000 to A.D.1300).

Mr. Shippee continued working with Waldo Wedel,
until 1953, when he accepted a position with the
Nebraska State Historical Society. The next year, he
began a long association with the University of Mis-
souri. He was a member of the University of Missouri
team that worked with the St. Joseph Museum in 1961

Happenings

e

One of the 20,000 artifacts in the Shippee collection. Mett
| Shippee made a special case to hold this knife blade which
§ he found in the 1930s. The blade probably had a ceremo-

i [

e

to excavate the Oneota village site on King Hill in
St. Joseph. He retired from MU at the age of 77 and
then worked part time for the Kansas City Museum.

Mett Shippee’s contributions to Missouri archaeology
have been recognized many times with numerous
awards: among the first he received was one from the
Missouri Archaeological Society in 1953 when he
received a life membership in the society; the Kansas
City Museum Association made him a fellow of
anthropology in 1972; he was presented an honorary
doctor of science
T g degree by Park
§~ College in 1983.

14D,

The collection,
which was amassed
over a period of
nearly 80 years, is
fully documented,
making it an ex-
tremely valuable
contribution to
science. The major
portion is Archaic
period material
dated 7500 to 600
B.C. Mett Shippee
is noted for the
identification of the
Nebo Hill phase

. - (3000 B.C. to 1500
B.C.) of the Archaic period. He wrote about that
discovery in an article in American Antiquities in
1948. The Woodland Period (600 B.C. to A.D. 900)
and the Mississippian Period (A.D. 900 to historical
contact) are also well represented in the collection.
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During the coming year, the J. Mett Shippee collection
will be cataloged by adjunct archaeological staff
members Mike Fisher, Ed Barlow, and Jim Feagins.
After cataloging, they and other members of the
museum staff will design and construct an exhibit
relating to the material and J. Mett Shippee. Also after
cataloging is complete, the collection will be available
for study by interested scholars.
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The museum staff has found a computer collections
program that is ideal for the museum’s requirements.
The program, Past Perfect, was recommended by the
American Association for State and Local History
(AASLH). As an AASLH member, the museum was
able to obtain the program at a very reasonable cost.
The staff had been searching for a collections program
for a several years, but found everything available was
extremely expensive. FoxPro, a reasonably priced
database program, was being used to record informa-
tion about the collections, but it was not specifically
tailored for museum collections.

A demo disk for Past Perfect showed that it would
make retrieving information about artifacts very easy.

An added advantage of Past Perfect is that it is based
on FoxPro, so all data already entered was easily
converted to Past Perfect. Past Perfect is also being
used for membership tracking. Membership informa-
tion was being managed with FoxPro so the conver-
sion of that data was very easy.

Past Perfect allows images to be added to each artifact
record, so a recent purchase for the museum was a
digital camera. The staff is working on photographing
the entire collection. This has already proven to be a
great asset in planning for new exhibits.

|

|

Mary Lou Geissert - Several articles of children’s clothing once belonging to the Groh family of St. Joseph.

Mrs. Eddie Kerns, Ronald Shady, and Lewis Shady - A large photographic collection of a variety of subjects
including St. Joseph and the surrounding area, clubs and businesses in St. Joseph, and photographs taken for
postcards and directories. The photographs in this collection were taken by Lewis Shady who was a photogra-

pher for the St. Joseph News-Press.

Esther Kreek - Sheet music by Jerry Hall, “In Dear Old St. Joe Town,” and “In a Covered Wagon With You”
by Ned Norworth and Harry Stover. Also donated were several books on a variety of subjects including the

Oregon Trail.

Pat Linder - A book, Portrait and Biographical Record, published in 1893.

E. J. Nash - A typed copy of a journal kept by E. C. Koontz in 1849 while emigrating to California. The donor

is a great-great grandson of Mr. Koontz.

Nancy Sandehn - Several invoices and statements from local business dating back to the 1940s; a book re-
printed in 1990 which tells about the Hotel Robidoux; and a letter that refers to a fish hatchery that was once

south of St. Joseph.

Robert A. & Patty Scully - A sketch book, In Memoriam Mt. Mora with drawings by Jean M. Enos.

Joan Wagner, Barbara Shippee-Larson, Helen Raven, and Jane S. Rhule - A large archaeological collec-
tion of artifacts found by their father, J. Mett Shippee. This collection includes pieces found in Northwest
Missouri during their father’s nearly 80 years of collecting.

Morris Werner - Several books about the Oregon Trail, Pony Express Trail, and local counties.

John Wilson - A glass olive oil bottle from C.D. Smith Co.

page5
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Dr. and Mrs. R. Philip Acuff
Mary Elizabeth Banks

Ed and Betty Blakeley
Barbara A. Braxdale

Mr. and Mrs. Robert A. Brown, Jr.
Larry and Kathy Bunse

Roger and Connie Burri

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Corken

Mr. and Mrs. Dwight Dannen
Eastowne Power Equipment
Pattie Enright

Jim D. Feagins

Flora G. Fulton

Jerome L. Goolsby

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Gray
Randy and Mary Herzog

Lt. Col. and Mrs. Carrol Hicks
Martha L. Hill

Mary M. Hillix

Hyde Forge Questers

Carol Jean Laurent

Allan and Enid Lowenberg

Dr. and Mrs. Jim Marston

Dr. and Mrs. Wallace McDonald
Mrs. Wilbur McDonald

Dr. James A. McMillen

Membersips and donations received after July 31 will be recognized in the next issue.

My gift is in memory of

! | !

76 e

Mr. and Mrs. Richard Nolf

Jane A. Pertain

Ken and Wanda Rhodes

River Bluff Architects, Inc.

Barry and Gail Rose

Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Russell

The Trust Company

Mr. and Mrs. Richard W. Thomas
Jack Tootle

MUSEUM HILL MEMBERSHIPS

Alano Club Inc.

Rudy and Martha Clark
Robert and Jane Boyd

Elisha and Steven Carrillo
Darin Grohs

Ted and Karen Hauser
Kathleen Holeman

Bryan Kness

Louis and Marilyn Lindley, Sr.
Tom and Virginia Rinderknecht
Gregory and Robyn Sekula
John and Karen Wood

BUSINESS PARTNERSHIP
Bliss Manor - Verda M. Barnes

My gift is in honor of

on the occasion of

Gift amount $

My check made payable to the St. Joseph Museum is enclosed.

Please charge my Visa

Card Number:

Signature:

____ MasterCard

Please clip out and return to:

Happ

St. Joseph Museum
PO Box 128
St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128

o I APPSO T

Discover American Express

Expiration Date:




- Sarah Elder

‘ Earlier this year, the
F St. Joseph Museum
A presented “Jump-Off
» at St. Joe,” a
] Storyliving program,
3 in approximately 50
j classrooms. Each
| student who partici-
3 pated in the program
received an entry - :
blank for a drawing ¢ pf K PHRTEYT At
to win one of two M=o ===
Sony CD AM/FM
; =\ stereos. Walgreens
| Curators Robbie Sipes and Carol Wills clean the . Drug Store, one of
| Pony Express statue. Each spring and fall the statue | the sponsors of the
is cleaned and coated with a protective substance to | program, donated the
protect it from environmental damage. The statue is | stereos and conducted the drawings. The first winner
| maintained through the cooperative efforts of the St. | was pictured in the previous Happenings. Stephen
' Joseph Parks and Recreation Department and the Wyble, a third grader at Cathedral School, won the
museum. second stereo. Congratulations, Stephen!
August 20-22 Trails West! Recognition of ’49er Families on Sunday.
September 6 Labor Day St. Joseph Museum open 1-5 p.m.
September 23 Basket Exhibit and Evening Reception honoring Margo Reck.
October 31 Trick or Treat at the St. Joseph Museum, 5 to 7 p.m.
For more information call the St. Joseph Museum at 232-8471.
St. Joseph Museum
MUSEUM/| 1100 Charles Street, PO Box 128 NON-PROFIT ORG.
“ St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128 Rl
. Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m. ST. JOSEPH, MO
V'] Sundays & Holidays 1-5 p.m. PERMIT NO. 40

RETURNED SERVICE REQUESTED



