HAPPENINGS

Noovember/December 1 9 9 5

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

St. Joseph Museum LIGHTING CEREMONY ™%
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The St. Joseph Museum held a
Lighting Ceremony and Open House
on November 30, 1995. Over 530
people attended. The event, which
aired live on KQTV, kicked off with a
count-down to pulling the switch that
lit the building with over a thousand
white Christmas lights. Jeremy Allen,
a seven-year-old from Stewartsville,
Missouri, was selected from the
audience to pull the switch. He did a
wonderful job.

The evening was highlighted
by numerous holiday activities. Santa
and Mrs. Claus were
located in the “North p——eo"rr " ~ N
Pole” where children [ . 35 , 4 ¥
lined up to receive a . 5
holiday ring and tell
Santa about their “Wish
List.” Sawnya Kernes,
dressed as an elf,
greeted visitors. (Of
course she helped Santa
and Mrs. Claus when
needed.) Rich Nolf was
dressed in Charles
Dickens attire complete
with a top hat and tails.
(Some children thought
he was the Monopoly
man.) The unveiling of
the Victorian Room was
also a smashing hit. Mary Knab, dressed in period ]
clothing, answered questions about the room and also Jerenty Allen’s smile shows how pleased he
exp};aiﬁed how the room was restored. is to have b«?en chosen to pull the switch.

P
A crowd fills the front hall immediately after the outdoor
lighting ceremony.
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Waiting to see Santa and Mrs. C'Vlausr
at the North Pole.

Story continued on page 10
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Nearly 400 people braved the below freezing temperatures on
Saturday, December 9, to celebrate the Christmas season at the
Pony Express National Memorial. The focus of this year’s event
was children. Carnival games such as igloo golf, pin the tail on
the reindeer, gum drop fishing, snowmen bowling, and Christmas
tree bean bag toss offered a variety of ways for participants to win
prizes. Face painting, cookie decorating, and Christmas crafts
also were enjoyed by the children. Both adults and children ate
barbecue brisket, ham sandwiches, and huge brownies.
Entertainment included puppeteer Eleanor Thomas with Harry
the Christmas Bear and David Mead, curator of natural history at
the St. Joseph Museum, with mounted animals one might see
’ along the Pony Express Trail. The closing event was a reading of
“The Night Before Christmas” by Director Rich Nolf. ()

Clint Sims

Eleanor Thomas
entertains children
with puppet Harry

N the Christmas Bear

and leads the

M children in singing
| Christmas carols.

Clint Sims

Riche helps

igloo golf.

ight; Dennis

children play

Decorating gingerbread men is a hit with many
children. Joyce Rochambeau was one of several
volunteers who helped with the craffts.

Clint Sims

L. to R.; Kailee
DeShon and
Sarah Hegarty
cheer for a
bowler.

A special thank you to the following volunteers who
helped make the Christmas Carnival a success:

Pat Benedict Norma Gallagher Joel Neison
Gann Benedict Dan Gallagher Jan Pray

Georgia Brooks Marcelene Green Pud Ransdell
Jeanie Burnham Nam:y Hampton Dennis Riche
Joyce Rochambean
Sharon Schultz
Nancy Siemens
Jean Sweet
Eleanor Thomas
Kristi Waller
David Waller
Jill Waller
Lauren Wickham
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L. to R. : Diamond Tooth
(Diane Acuff), Lizzie King
(Karen Foley), and Ima
Payne (Mignon DeShon)
talk before the murder
occurred. Central High
School principal Calla
Varner (Carol Mullican)
looks on in disapproval.

Enjoying the evening are Charlene Slater, Dick Rochambean,
Joyce Rochambeau, and Bob Slater.

Sharon Tootle, writer and director of the play, President Dick DeShon and trustees Tom Watkins, Tim Burtner, and Bob

“Murder at Tales West,” and Nancy Hampton Simpson display a large check symbolizing the donations received from
enjoy one of many moments of laughter during the dinner.

the rehearsal.
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CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS ORNAMENT WORKSHOP

Sarah Elder helps make a wreath. Sarah, who

Curator of History, coordinated the workshop.

is

L. to R.: Samantha Church, Chloe Church, Katie Farrell, Ellen Wann,
and Jennifer Kryskowski concentrate on finishing their projects.

Carlie Babcock's
completed Santa tinsel
ornament lies next to
the Christmas wreath
she is working on.

Clint Sims

. L. to R.: Chad Lawhon, Scott Koch, and Dick DeShon prepare the
ground before planting the tulip and daffodil bulbs.
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TAKE AN ACTIVE PART
IN THE FUTURE !

RECENT DONATIONS TO

THE COLLECTIONS

St. J oséph Museum

Clark and Nancy Hampton - “Gala Farewell to the
Robidoux” ticket dated Thursday, January 29, 1976
that was for admission to the farewell dinner of the
Hotel Robidoux before it was closed permanently; a
book of matches from the “Robidoux Motor Hotel,”
St. Joseph, Missouri; the program for a dinner held in
the Hotel Robidoux with a drawing of the hotel on
the front by artist Paul N. Norton; a booklet, A
Tribute to Hotel Robidoux, by Frank S. Popplewell,
Professor Emeritus, Missouri Western State College
that includes the history of the hotel and famous
visitors. All of the above items were from 1976.
Also donated were three books, The Sacred Pipe by
Joseph Epes Brown; Black Elk Speaks by John G.
Neihardt; and Dress Clothing of the Plains Indians
by Ronald P. Koch.

James F. Gouge - beautifully beaded, brown crepe
dress from the 1920s worn by Mrs. Minerva Gouge,
mother of Hardin E. Gouge, formerly of St. Joseph.
The donor is a grandson of Mrs. Gouge.

Dick and Mignon DeShon - a group photograph
taken in 1914 of “Moila Patrol Day” at Clifton
Forest, summer residence of Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan D.
Richardson.

Charles Turpen - Several issues of area newspapers
including the Savannah Reporter, Andrew County
Democrat, and St. Joseph Gazette.

Gerald Digenan - a 1897 St. Joseph city directory.

Pony Express National Memorial

Bobby Sipes - water pump and hand saw. Both
items are on exhibit at the Pony Express National
Memorial.

John and Carol Valdrighi - L.E. “Gus” Shafer
bronze sculpture titled “Pony Express” which is
number eight of a limited edition of twelve.




NEW AND RENEWED MEMBERS MEMORIALS

Gladys Nolf Herb Woodbury
Mrs.yCharles Hoover Mrs. Francis Smith From K.aren and JOh? Foley
The Deli (Richard Rosenthal) ~ Barbara Leaverton \;‘.’ “.le?“‘;;.y E
Mr. and Mrs. Edward Linda Weyer frgima Riche
Fitzpatrick ' Herb Gr0s§ From Dick DeShon
Gertrude Wylie Billy P. Miller a Washington Hawthorne tree to be planted at the
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Wurtzler — Ross and Jana Marshall Pony E National Memiorial
Jane and Gerald Thompson Virginia Galbraith -ony Bxpress ationa’ Alemioria
George Richmond Bradley Trust in memory of Brenda Anne Lewis
J. Bruce Clark Dr. and Mrs. Robert Stuber
Margaret Juda Olive Martin
Ed Barlow Donna Jean Boyer C ALEND AR OF E‘/ENTS
Mr. and Mrs. Fred Slater Mr. and Mrs. Bob Fay R e T T e
H. H. Broadhead Steven K. Olson o = » s
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon Robaska  William P. Mytton
Joseph Gray J. S. and Kathleen Missman
Esther Kreek George Roth
Karamaneh Oschwald Frank Flynn
Webb Stevenson Dr. John Hoehner
Herbert Iffert Bills Saddlery
Marie Fulkerson Mr. and Mrs. Melvin Schmidt
Jane Meriwether J. M. Ford
Allan Lowenberg Phyllis Preator
Missouri American Water Co..  Jeanne Patterson
Mr. and Mrs. Carl - Mr. and Mrs. Arthur Oehmcke
Wellenkoetter Charles Taylor Trust
Dr. and Mrs. Robert Spurgat Hillyard Inc.
Ned Kirkham Richard DeShon
Mr. and Mrs. Myron Unzicker ~ William Brown
Mr. and Mrs. Billy Miller Stephanie Francis
Dr. and Mrs. G. T. Carpenter Constance Saxton
Mr. and Mrs. Rex DeShon Tom Watkins
Delia Lamb

GIFTS

From Rex and Louise DeShon

in honor of
Dick and Mignon DeShon
St. Joseph Museum N%NépggngTAgEG.
1100 Charles Street, P.O. Box 128 ~ PAID
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128 ST. JOSEPH, MO
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m. PERMIT NO. 40

Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express National Memorial
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244

St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED



