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,census for. Buchanan County had an |

St. Joseph Museum

PONY EXPRESS DAYS

M ary Cordonier Duncan and Floyd Cordonler of Kansas C1ty, great-
grandchlldren of J ohnny Fry s sister, and Martha Jones, granddaughter of -

Johnny Fry’s brother, were on hand on March 31 to “kick-off” Pony‘
‘Express Days at-the Pony Express Natlonal Memorial.. Fry, the first rider.
from St. Joseph, died in 1863-at the C1V11 War battle of Baxter Springs-and
left no children of his own. Mrs. Duncan, Mr Cordonier and Mrs. Jones
helped commemorate the role played by the “young,’ skmny, wiry fellows”

who rode for the Pony Express by- placmg a spec1al kB

. marker at Mount Mora Cemetery on the grave of - =

Charhe Cliff, one of the four riders buried in.St. J oseph.

R 'The others-are James W. “Doc” Brink (Mount Auburn
Cemetery) and M1chael Whalen and John Koemer (both
in Ashland Cemetery).

At a press conferénce held earlier i in the day, the

. descendants. were 1ntroduced to the med1a Also at that

time, new research was presented which p1n-p01nted the

locatlon of the property on which Johnny Fry was’

reared after the family moved to Buchanan County from
Kentucky in the 1840s.. Jackie Lewin, curator.of the

4 Pony Express Natlonal Memorial, had: assigned Mary' }
.. ‘Knab; research assistant, the task of following up on a ” ;
*“lead into the- background of J ohnny Fry. The lead came |

through the donat1on of a scrapbook by, Boyd Frazer. In

- small print in an article about. the history of Rushvillg,." .
- Mlssoun was a note about catly pioneer Colonel Wells,

. “step- -father” of Pony Express rider J lohnny Fry. - This
~ was a key that opened a door to more information about
_Fry “The family of Johnny Fry and the location of the

- family home had long been questioned. Who were his

_parents? .Did he have brothers and sisters? 'Was the - |

 family home in Rushville, St. Joseph or Kansas?

The f1rst stop was the Northwest Missouri Genealogy

Society. There Mary Knab located a marriage record

- for B.G. Wells and Mary Fry for August 28,:1856. (So,
‘Johnny Fry S, mother was named Mary) The 1860

}[appenugs

Pony Express National Memorial

entry for B.G. Wells, age 68, a.
Rushville area merchant and farmer 1)
‘born in Virginia. His wife was ;

e Mary, age 50, born i in Kentucky

listed and two Fry. ch1ldren g asper e
Cage 17, a barkeeper born in
‘Kentucky and Sarah, age 14. This -
" was indeed part of the Fry famlly,‘ .
: but where was- Johnny" ; '

VMary..Knab’ then retufnedftothe B
census record - this time the 1850
‘Buchanan County census. Wells: -
" was listed again but this time with a "
- different wife, Lorania. Mary then
- looked for the Frys and found' J ohn

‘Mary Duncan and F loyd Cordomer aided by museum stajf

member David chh as a “young, skinny, wiry fellow,”

set the
marker on the grave of: rider Charles CIiff. g

- There were two Wells: ch11dren\- -

:_"‘chlldren Rlchard age 17 ReaSOn A:::\.i =

ClmtStms:‘ S .
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land where J ohnny Fry spent his f1rst years n Buchanan
~‘County ‘What more appropr1ate place could the f1rst,
-Pony: Express nder have 11ved‘7 S

J ohnny Fry hved on this land unt11 he was approximately

16. By 1856, his father had d1ed and his mother
remarried. Part of the. Fry family was grown and on

their own and the rest went to Rushvrlle to live w1th thelr
mother and B.G: Wells. Itis more than proable that in

1860, the starting year of the Pony Express, J ohnny Fry.
" the rider was the same John Fry listed in the'St. Joseph‘

City D1rectory as a foreman for the Fish and Robidoux
livery stable located on the northeast corner of. Ma1n and

—annlversary of the start of the Pony Express Costumed T

[ ,mterpreters were.at the museum throughout the day to
ful 'welcome Vlsltors and answer questrons W

‘Next to the Memorial at Blll’s Saddlery, Russ Mooney_
demonstrated saddle makmg Russ is an expert leather
worker and made the- replica Pony. Express saddle and" )

-mochila which is on exhibit at the Memorial. In_
-addition, he has made replica saddles and mochilas- that .

‘are on exhibit at the Sm1thson1an Institution; the U-S..
Postal Museum; the Kansas State Historical Society site -
at the Hollenberg Statlon and Wells Fargo and

' ‘Company headquarters
3 Faraon.  The Robidoux was Charles Rob1doux son of i

piti s V.'_iBeglnnmg atl: OO p m a show1ng of the":-
1953 full length-movie, “The Pony

Erich Uhlhorn as Mayor-Jeff Thompson: “Three cheers for the ﬁrsi"'oyerland
passage of the United Statgs mail! Three cheers for the Pony Exp_ress! o

'Joseph Rob1doux who was the founder of St Joseph
. Johnny Fry boarded with M. G. Fish on Louis. between
Main and Second.:

At the:time of the Pony Express, one-of Johnny Fry’s’

~_ brothers (Reason ancestor of Martha Jones) lived on a

farm south of Troy, Kansas Fry s only sister, Sarah,,:
(ancestor of Mary Durncan and Floyd Cordonier), |
married W11ham Canter of St. Joseph in 1865. Fry’s:
mother died in 1870. With this new 1nformat1on the

story of J ohnny Fry becomes more complete

- The f1rst rlder Johnny Fry, left the old Pike’s Peak'

"- - Stables at 7:15 p.m. on April 3, 1860. Today, the Pike’s
‘Peak Stables houses the: Pony Express National -
Memorlal On Saturday, April 3, 1994, the Pony

Express Nat1onal Memorial celebrated the’ 134th:.

"Express was held in the communlty.-_
. room. Starrlng in the movie were
i VCharleton Heston, Rhonda Flemrng, J ane
. Sterling, Forest Tucker and Mlchael;
Moore. Shown at 3:00 p.m. was the .
episode of the “You Are There” series
which featured the? story of Pony Bob ™
Haslam s ride through Utah Terrltory at
the beglnnrng -of the Paiute Indian War.
The 20 minute made- for-television feature
was narrated by Walter Cronklte and a1red‘
‘during the 19505 }

At 4:00 p m., Volunteer Er1ch Uhlhorn
dressed as 1860 Mayor Jeft Thompson
I} gave the speech which sent-off the first -
RN Pony Express rider. Concluding the day s
" commemorative events was the departure of a Pony

: Express rider from the stables.

 Clint Sims

Joel Mooney and his horse portrayed Johnny Fry and Sylph.). -
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| MUSEUM CAMP .

Everyone has heard of cheerleadlng camp, baseball-
_ camp, scout camp, church- camp. ‘and other types of -
educatronal and recreational camps for young
people 'Why mnot a museum camp‘7 A museum
~ camp could offer act1V1t1es ‘related to history, naturalf
- history, exh1b1t bu1ld1ng, Indians.and the Pony: Ex-. -
press - Children could make an old- fashioned toy or

a rephca of an arrowhead or _maybe g0’ b1rd watch-,

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Na— '
tional Memorral are sponsorlng a week- long Mu-
seum Camp to be held dally, June 20 24, from i
9: 00 a.m. to noon. The camp will, be the first pro- = s
=i ‘gram the museum has offered of this sort since the”

'natural h1story classes were discontinued a number

of years ago.. Regrstratlon will be limited. to- ch1l-_1 %
dren who have just completed grade four, and en- !
rollment will be restrlcted to the first 25 chlldren to-

register.. An enrollment fee of $25.00 for members
and $30 00 for norimembers w1ll cover all the act1V1-

‘ties for the week. The following is the museum

¥ £a: Y
camp schedule *(All activities will be at the St. Jo i 1 1 3 0-12: 00 Wrap- up - commencement :

seph Museum: unless otherwise noted)

900 12 00

.Monday, June 20

Reglstratron confrrmatlon

’9 OO 9 30
' and orlentatron

19:30-10: 30\ Natural h1story B1rd study
flO 30 12: 00 Exhibit building: - :

Arrowhead reproductlon

: Tuesday, June 21 A i L g
a0k OO +12:00 - Pony Express *(meet at the |

Pony Express Natlonal Memorlal)

: ‘i,,‘Wednesday, June 22 = :
-9:00-11:00 Ethnology Nat1ve Amerrcans

11:00 --12: 00 ‘Exhibit building: -
A Arrowhead reproductlon

Thursday, Ju une 23 LTl ¢ :
Natural hlstory B1rd study
“*(meet at Northwest Parkway) R

" Friday, June 24

19:00 - 10 30 "History:" Old fashloned toys
... and games " -

: 10 30 11:30 Exhibit bu11d1ng

Arrowhead reproduction’ ::

"~ CONVENTION & VISITORS BUREAU CASES

‘ Recently, six cases were constructed along the south .

wall of the ofﬁce of the Conventron and Visitors

‘Bureau at 109 South 4th T he cases were built sothat.
-local museums can make use of them to showcase :
On March it staff members from . -
_ the St. Joseph ‘Museum and Pony Express Nat1onal '

their institutions.
:Memorlal installed artifacts, photographs and labels

in two of the cases.

' 1tems in the St.J oseph Museum case are an Acoma
pot, aHopi kachlna awood duck, asouvenir program

from the Tootle Theatre and a prtcher from the Umon_ :
. _»Depot Hotel. These art1facts were chosen to hrghllghtv »

the three major areas of the collections at the 'St.

:JosephMuseum Natrve Amencan localhrstory and‘ =
local- natural h1story > - A

The focal 'point of the Pony Exp‘reSS/'Nationai-‘(4

f_»-.'Memorral case is a mochlla the saddlebag used to_

.carry mail. Other items 1nclude a Pony Express rider.
_ :kstatue a photo of the Pony ‘Express National
: : B Memorral the- Pony Express logo_ and labels
In addrtlon toa full color photo graph of the bu11d1n gy ; e : _

These articles w1ll be in place until J ulyat Wthh time
they will be removed so that other local museums
may be featured.




. '
3

U0y

fue[oH 1omuoo 0S[e &mu S.IQ[qu}[ J;n[qJQAIH tJnOSSIW o
" oy 10 Suny[EMSY[OA moqe orow Surureay ur pajsaIdur
QUOAUY  phEE- zsz VDI/\IA &Uuwa em 1e uoje) .

UoToH

z(mm uqu‘ puv iy qog vpuaxg sxa:uvmsq[oA

1S9 [[ed

punoi

drour 104

. Dyooy-ys1 pady

uoneuuo;m [eouomq ¥

oy qnm yorydured 9q1 pue aInor 9} INOQe YW 0]
" syuouruoo . 9anIsod Augw pey SION[EMSY[OA SUILINoy
“31e1s poo3 B 01 JJO 198 sIay[emsY[0A ¢6 Surd[oy
‘ &ep oy Juads wmesnjAl ydasor 1§ oy Jo 10[1(13 A u&[ma],\[

PUE BYI0Y BAY “I9USI SHYD ‘S[IIA W3] PUB ‘YDIN ’

A[rareg o) Jo uole) US[SH ‘s1s[quiey JnIqIoATy
TINOSSIIA 9y} JO S.IQC[IIIQ]/\[ S oIy ‘Aepanjes uo Jjo

-paYoLY,, SeM INq “p661 ‘I YoTeN uo ue%oq A[rerongo
“YremsyjoA punoi- ms& [enuue. JS.IIJ 9q1 “ 0[ 1S e

“uusd pue oL JO .'[QI,I.IOO o
-UO ST YUBq JRyM SB 4ons suoussnb Aseo - 19[qdumd =10

JO Yoeq 9y} uo suonsonb InoJ Buuemsue Aq Quop ST S,

"9JN01 AINUS SY) PY[BAm SBY 3YS 10 Y I8 um;uoo ysnur.

.IS)[['BAAS}[[OA 9q1 pmme qomd ® 10 11[)9.10 \% AV 9A19091

1omuoo I0

“ILYB-TET
‘wnosny

qdesg»['

}[[BAAS}[[OA'W

=189k, Of

1S >H‘3AA,,'
=11} moqe’

N mpoy YSLT PARY,

0 .L umssnw qdasol' 1S oy pue VC)W )& &IIIIIB»_-I 91{1,

Jo spre1s o Jo 109foxd 1u10f B sem 19[qdumd QUL MM

oy} Surmp possed sa)Is A JO SWOS moqe uomauuo;u: -

120110381y pue dew e ‘SUOONIISUT AJNOI Sy 1BY)

‘ ~19[qdunzd € USAIS ST .IQ)[[BAAS)[[OA 9q1 uouenSIBQJ uodﬂ:

pmme qomd e 10/pu13 npeuo mem

~10u op &oql ;I 991J 10 [ 0} 19)s1301 0sTe Keur e[doec[.
- °00°S$ St aﬁmqo oy ‘preme yojed € pue JIPaIo 104 ‘0S” i
ST aﬁ.naqo a1 “Y[em 2yl 10§ NPaIo (Y AY) UOREBIOOSSY

‘1Jodss>[[o A ueouomv sjuem uwosrod e JT [em 01

sqoav[ punq puv JO[((D 0L

unqg 10[1(17 [ PADYO1Y pup 1(91an :
‘JuoLf 01 yovq oL SLYIDMSY]OA

A} 0) WO ABWI AINOI -
‘poururialepaid - ‘oY)
_MOT[O0] 01 JUBM OUM.
| SUOSIO "JUSAQ pUNOI

Sunieys o) S 9AI9S
TIm WnasnA ydasor

IS 9YL . Of IS M.,
9 )[[BAAS}HOA punor-1eak

| - ouL
N 8uD[[BMS)[[0A 91011101d

,, 01 1661 Ul powioy

PIoY eq 0} }{[BAAS)[[OA [enuue 1811 ) parosuodsoo, umasnw
_tld’asor 1S 9. pue VDI/\IA &Iruwd o 1661 19610100 up

‘I’IVAAS}I’IOA ([NHOH AVAX “O[' lS }I’IVAA” )

_ sSumadde euan ut uoneuuo;m Qrowx Jo; )[00"[ o

B ssouelpmz 198191 mno 0} 193IBWL 0} ue[d e ele[nuuo;-
|0} UOTBULIOUT snp oSN [[14 BASY pue Kyjey ¢ NI

- "19y1230) pa[[nd u9aq sey uomzuuo;m Joaseqioe] V ’

%unon.nsm pue 8u11[nsuo:) SQ[BS ur smo&

Kuomy I3A0 10§ IIOISSQJO.Id Suna}[mlu oyy ur u09q

- _sey. oym uoldes NN JO SQOIAISS Jaeum[o/\ =1i}
PISIIUS 9ABY &oq L "eYo0y BANY puk Oudy &qm}l '
| SIoQUISW JJe)s 10 BaTe SN00J Jofewr € ST SunasIeN

QIO THAAA ONTAE
SNVId ONILIMAVIN

[BI.IOIIIQ]/\[ [euomz N sseudxg &uod 91{1" '
pue umasnw ydasor lS oy} Jo ¢ MII10 suqque Y
ur apud At nok yyim areys o) po1u‘em I pue ‘synsa1 |
SRS psseeld 104 9q [[iM 00) nok-Jeyy (295 |
[ "Wed) SIQIYXSJUS[[9IXS UL OYEU O) PAUIQUIOY
oAry souLnIA-sse[3rxs[d pue Surures; ¢ UoneOLIqe]
‘punoigaio]. punoﬁ)[oeq i) uo 8u1>[10m e[doad
9} JO YoBa JO SIS oY) pue 21U 2Ane12d00d oy 3
"POATOAS SJUQWSAS JIQIYXA Y} JO- xoldtuoo sroym -
oy Kem o3 s pesesld Aqrenbe wre | “no Jurumy B
ST. punoﬁqonq ey Kem 2y qnm pesea[d &[[1291;5
we | pue ‘19159 qonw ST PUNOJE SWI PUOISS Y,

p 28vd wo.lf panuuuoo

oY) 10] 1911821 pue .-
wnasnA ydasor 11§

~-1eak -oy) 103 jurod N

I e Jo lueuldO[QAsp’
| - 97303 P3[ SY[BMSYJOA . -
[ENUUE 3y} JO $$900MS -
"eoIe - oY), UL

~dnois e ‘sopquey
JJn[q.IQAIH TINOSSTAT oY) seam qn[d3soy Y, "ydesor 1§ Ut



MUSEUM

been developed for the
St. Joseph Museum by -
Clint Slms staff graphic -
-artist. Bulldmg on his

. of ft‘h'e

A handsome logo has

own  ideas - -and
suggestions- from other
staff members, 'Clint
developed a des1gn that -
representsthe focal areas
-museum’s

| NEW LOGO FOR THE ST. J OSEPH MUSEUM
ST. JOSEPH |

collectlons - Nat1ve Amerlcan hlstory and natural‘
‘h1st0ry As you can see by the ‘accompanying graph1c :
srlhouettes of three ‘eagles are used to exemphfy ‘the .
three areas. Oneeagle symbohzes the N atlve Amerlcanf
collection: ~the huntmg skills of - eagles were much‘
admired by Nat1ve Americans, and they often used the
feathers and talons of eagles and other raptors (b1rds of

prey) for personal adornment and in ceremonies:

The second eagle embodles the h1story collectlons a

bald eagle has been the symbol of the

United States since the late 1700s so it is

approprlate that it also represents the

museum’s. h1story collect1ons whichfocus
on St. Joseph’s past and the city’s role i in
‘westward expansion.
represents the natural history collections:
the connection is mostobvious in this area‘_ |
“-aproud, magmﬁcent bird to represent all

of the museum s natural h1story 1tems

. The colors_ chd‘sen_ for ‘the logo are, as el

~ " shown - maroon and black. Letterhead, !
‘envelopes and business cards featuring
‘thenew logo havebeenprmtedonrecycled R
paper and are 1n use g ’

The third eagle: 1

NEW AND REINSTATED
LTy MEMBERS iea ¥
The Pony Express Natronal

-are pleased to welcome Joyce
E.Teénney of Baltimore, Maryland,
as a new member. We appreciate -
her interest in the- museum.

|:| New member O] Renewal [ Gift

Address g it e
Gty - __ State - Zip
DaytlmePhone( ¥ ) B £l =

Please ;mak\e your check
payable to the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express

Glft membershlp fOl‘ (please l'ill in your name above)

Name ®) T National Memorral and
Address_ = - e o __ mail to K
. City__.. __ ‘State . Zip et : e
1 ,Daytlme Phone( : ) o e s ST JOSEPH oo
" T, s " “MUSEUM . .
" 1100 Charles Street
pMembershlp level 0 St. Joseph, Missouri
__$1000.00 Patron - $100 00 Donor

-'500.00 Fellow ~.50.00 Subscrlblng
250 00 Sponsor _ 25.00 Sustalmng

- 64501-2874 .

All contnbutwns are equally. divided between the St. Joseph Museum and Pony )
g Ao e Express Natwnal Memorzal unless otherwzse speczﬁed :

g 3 gl _ Enclosed:is a cheek for: -
vYour Name(s) . $ i iy

Now that the museum has anew logo s1gnage w1ll be
changed to 1ncorporate the new design. New signs made
~of aluminum were placed on the museum grounds in
~ April. Alarge 51" by 60" sign is on the northwest corner
- +of the museum block. “Smaller signs (30" by 294 have' i
- been placed, on’ ‘the southwest and northeast corners A
"small sign has also been placed by the dr1veway adjacent -
~'to the front steps This sign reads “ENTRANCE” and E
has an:arrow pomtmg to the front door. “This, sign is
intended to alleviate : any confus1on about Wh1ch door- j
visitors should use. G e

The next step is to replace both St J oseph Museum and
Pony Express Natlonal ‘Memorial signs at: Varlous. B
locations, in the city and along area hlghways o L
ant1c1pated that this will be very costly so the signs may -
‘have to be replaced one: by one instead of concurrently X

— e — p— — — —— — — Cvv— T— S— — W— Vot— w— — w—
s o TR o o St v ™ .

Memorial board of trustees and staff -

Your contrrbutlon provrdes a one year membershlp for you and your :
immediate fannly A majority of your membersh1p contribution is tax
deductrble under 1994 IRS gu1de11nes for charitable contrlbutrons ’
After receiving your membership, we will.send you'a recelpt ‘that

_ includes further 1nformat1on on tax deduct1b111ty




CALENDAR OF EVENS

ST. JOSEPH HERITAGE TOUR
The first annual St. Joseph Heritage Tour” is being

sponsored by the Museums of St. Joseph, an informal

networking organization of all the museums of St.
Joseph. This three-day event will be May 6,7 and 8.
Hours will vary according to each museum. Cost for
adults will be $8 in advance; $10 at the door; students
13-17 will be $4 in advance and $5 at the door;
children 12 and under free. Tickets are available
through any participating museum and at various
sites throughout the city.

Thirteen organizations will be participating this year.
They include the Albrecht-Kemper Museum of Art,
Knea-von Black Archive, Society of Memories Doll
Museum, St. Joseph Firefighters Museum, National
Military Heritage Museum, Missouri Valley Trust
Building, Patee House Museum, Jesse James National
Museum, Pony Express National Memorial, Glore
Psychiatric Museum, Robidoux Row Museum, St.
Joseph Museum and Twin Spires Religious History
Museum.

For more information call either the St. Joseph
Museum, 232-8471, or the Pony Express National
Memorial, 279-5059.

May 10 - The Gateway Chapter of the Oregon-
California Trails Association will meet at 7:00 p.m. at
the Highland Presbyterian Churchlocated in Highland,
Kansas. The program will be “Iowa, Sac and Fox
Presbyterian Mission” by Rev. Susan Hartley-Berger.

May 11 - “A Day in Amish Country” is a field trip to
Jamesport, Missouri, that the St. Joseph Museum is
sponsoring. You should have received a separate
mailer outlining all the details.

May 30 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will
meet at 7:30 p.m. in the Community Room of the Pony
Express National Memorial, 914 Penn Street.

May 30 - Memorial Day - Holiday hours will be
observed at the St. Joseph Museum, 1:00 - 5:00 p.m.

June 7 - “Follow the Santa Fe Trail South” is a field trip
being sponsored by the St. Joseph Museum and the
Pony Express National Memorial. You will receive a
mailer about this trip.

June date to be determined - The Gateway Chapter of
the Oregon-California Trails Association is planning
an all day field trip to Alcove Spring.

For more museum 1nformat10n call 232- 8471
Prmted on Recycled Paper iy

. St. Joseph Museum NON-PROFIT ORG.

"~ 1100 Charles Street ** " U.S. POSTAGE
~'St. Joseph, Missouri 64501- 2874 .. _PAID

% ST. JOSEPH, MO
- Monday through Saturday 9 S p.m. PERMIT NO. 40 -

Sunday & Holldays 1-5 pm..

_ Pony Express Natlonal Memorlal
* 914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244
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