Tountoin Men and the Jun Jnade

Holen — ~/0©°
Lorehh “obidoun Vol € pp287-314
b rennAll 0. Tottes National CPank Sewvice, San Snvomcisco

( lonehh obddoun, weld fmoum ao the ='{Lmoi)1‘m4fe-tom of the tnading

hoot ot lachk Enalie MU, which became the mucleus of Et. loseph,
Diosound,- hae neven been adequotely necognized wo o Lonvmidable
ninal ol Tonuel fiva, Glenne Chouteau, dn., and othen giante of the
fun trade. e wan one of the ealiest inhabitants of the Gnoha-
Counedl 20ulls aned, an enineliteneun whose initiative nevitalized
The &anto Je trade, and the man whooe fun canauans wene auong

the colonful highlights of the Califownia gold nush. Jhis Josepl

o the fingpin of the pnotilic and enengetic Robidoun, {and Uy
whose vantous othen membens figune mone on Levo hrominently n
the hintowy of the mimeteenth centuny trans-Misso-oihpd fun trode.
Jhat in Lo say, Joseph seemns to be the nelatively otable memben
ol the family who usually obtained the trading Licenses, hut up
the captal, ovganized expeditions, and momaged the headquantens
hoots, while five brothens, one somn, and o tewmt two mephews
nomned the .outhoots, noaned widely add have been iAdentified with
ehinodes throughout the West—-im both Lowenr and uphen Mosourt
counbny, the headwotens of the lLellowstone and the Columbia,
izoming, Colonado, Whah, Califownia, New Mexico, the Bregon—
Catifounia Jnail, etc. Brothens Gntoine and fouds, whose bAlog-
naphtes ahhean eloewhene im this Mountain Men Sentes and othen
Hobidour may have equatled Joseph An Ampontamce in thein nespec-
tive aphhenes, but to undenstand the compler family of Jun tnodens
AL b mecesaawy to underotand Joseph fobidour. -

Gwone foothandy enough to neseanch Jooeph Robidoun of &4.
Joveph fan-thnee fonmidable pnoblems to contend with. Junet of
b, some ‘ol the fun-thading ftobidour wene illitenates; mone
weht jounnado. G4 the same time no Jull-scale schotanty. effont
hao been made to hnoduce o Blognaphy of this colonful Mwsountan,
even by hotniotic local histontans of St. Jooephh, oo that Fnow-
ledge of Mo careen 4w flagued with hiatuses and confuoion of
Adeantitn. (Jhene 4o o Lamidy biognaphy, ‘Memonial to the Robi-
dog, Gnothens —fomsas (A, 1924—, by Gnrgl lecsmone 1obidou,
wile of Jouis Wobidour, son .of Jutiin T., second oldest son of
the loseph of St. loveph. .She obiained hen dota fnom famiiy
tradition nathen than'decumentany sounces.  JHe bapic genealogy
in hnobabdy accunate, but the hisvtonical tneabment 4o hozy, nepe-
Mtlous and unneliable.) Secondly, theve wene thhee othen losehh
Tobidourse, o anomdlathen, o lathen and o son, who thembselues
nTaged no smotl nole in the Wistowy of the fun thade, so that it
in wometiines dilficutt 1o telld which Joseph Robildour 1o nelenned:
to even when sounced give the Jutl name. Jhinddy, and moot dis-
tnessing of ald, is the fact that the name "Robidour" on orie o
Ao momy ohelling vandiables cropw up An nnumenable sounces, us=-
wolly wath mo finet name whateven, so that the neseanchen 4o
Inequentin thrown back on hwne ohecutation, often comhounded by
ointenpnetations which have been cheenfully volunteened by othen
unAtens.,  Jdn any gluen cove, 1n the Robidouxr nefenned to the
Jovenh, on the JZ{(/bh@fL on the son on one of seuvenal bnothens, on
hooadlbdy even o mephew?  Jhe {o%owm% discusoion, thenefone, 4o
not so mch o abratohtlonrand blognaply s an exercise in conting
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Doubtlens othen tnaphers and fun thadens, whose actinitien
hae ot et come to tight, found thein wa Anto Mew Mexico dun-
ing these 2inet veans. Souis obidour# Jon example, once swone
unden oath that he had been Tiving n Jass since the winten of

I rr‘;)‘@_n o

dm 1920 tnahhens wonfiing out of Jass and Samta Fe somehow
attnacted the attention of ofticiole im Merico City. On June 254
of thet wean an agency of the central gqovennment ondened the:goven-
non of New Tewico to hnevent foneignens fnom tnapping in his tenni-
tov,.  infontunaotely thie onden comnot be described with gneaten
nnectaton, fon mo cohwy hao yet been found. It woe, n fact,
Loot fnom the New Merico anchives wm eanly o 1825, Stull, thene
o mo doubt of Ate erivtence.

adcconding to a comtemponany description, the "negulotions -
pnonided that ondy settlens should hunt the bequen; 4o this end,
alten _hang o nundcihol tax, they wene giwen o wnitten hunting
Lcense uhich neconded the mumben o huntens im the hanty, the
nannen of hunting, the weaphons to be used-—{ine aums, trapo, on
anones__ond the mumben of days to be shent on thesdhedition."

& thie onden wae designed to protect o matunal nesounce
Pnom wholesale foneign evploitation, 4t had s2ight effect ot
Yinot. The Masound dntelligencer ot Fvanklin, usucily sensitive
to pnoblens offecting the Santa Je thade, does mot even mention
it. dosiah Gneqq, who traded at Samta Je in the 1990's, exhlboined
wh . Since native New Mexicans did mot Anah, Greqq said, both
gouvewnons fantolome faca and Gntondo Tonbona gave Licenves to fro-
eignens in the nane of Mextican citizens, hrovtded the foneignen
toof along "d' centain pnohontidn of Mericams to Leown the ant of
truaphing. " Jhus, uph to the shning of 1826, when Nanbona unden—
went o change of heant, {oneignens. contimued to tuap Mexicon
watens without ophooition. In fact, they drnamaticolly expomded
thein openations, begimming with o mavoive movement into the Colo-
nado. stven Fooin in the fodl of 1824,

G._pioneen ventune into this anea had been made im the shning

of 1824 by william Wollokill, Ewing Loung, and Soaac Sloven. (og
the 1922 &loven-Glenn panty), who often outitting o ponty' im
Jaose 4n Sebwuony, thapped. thein way west on the Sam Juan Riven.
Jhein netunn to Jaos in June, 1824, Laden with funs, was hrobably
cuflicient in iteel] to motiuate an exodus from the Rio {nande
Cobim, atthough the avakening hootitity of the Mexican gouenn-
ment towand Joneign trnaphens may have glven additilonal Ampetus
to the wevtwond move. But moot dmpontomt, thuee seavons of concen
thated tahhing on the Ria Cnande and Ate Anibutonies must hane

depleted the tocal beanen and {onced the tnafhens west out of.mec-
2OV . \

o, of the tnappens who wene to beat mew troids to the Colo-
nado Baein wene among the eighiy-three men who annived in Santa

Je towand the evening of ?QMMU 29, 182, with the anmual conouan

Inom Mdsscund. Most thene men nemain mameless, but 44 s centain
that Faul Gndenson, fonmenty of "Undewsons, Joughtin and Melun-—
neqle," had netunned, fon he wan elected finot tieutenant of the
conovan.  Cthen leadews ol the conauvan wene ito captoim, Glexanmden



Lo nvond, and Gugustus Stonns.

Uhon netuwning to the Missound settlements in the fatl of 1824,
Stone henned o tetten to Senaton Jhomas Hant Benton of Missound
rhich hnovided hio contemhonandes, and hootenity an well, with
votuable glinhoe ot the wonfings of the New Mextco fun thade. Etorie
descnibed A4 oo o "business, which, 4o exclusively enjoued By
Gnenican citizens." Me erplained that troppens had wonlfied the itio
nande and neanby mountaine uh to the hnevious winten when some
"descended the westenn slofie of oun contiment," (afhaventty o
neference to Wolfokill, Loung, and Stowven). Buring the hresvent
seapon the numben of tnapphens in Tvew Mexico had thifpled. Jhese
men, thaveling in one Lange {fonce, had Left Jacs on Guguat 1, hlom-
ning to travel "westwand thinty days' jounney, hnobably seuen
hundned miles." Jhen, Stonne wnote, they would divide into con-
tingents of three on foun in onden 1o trhoph. Stonne seems to have
been devcnibing the ptane of a group, on combination of groupo,
Led by Stienme Provost and dnancois Leclenc, Jhomas £. Smith, *
AL Huddant, and Gntoime iobidour, ofl of whom ded Anahhing
enheditions weot fnom New Merico im the eandy fadl of 182, Jhere
New Mexico-Taded tnapfiens would {ind themselues competing with
Stk tmtihew and othen Gmentican tnapfrens fnom the Missoundt
Inontilen; the seavon of 1824-25 saw grouhs conuvenge fnom thnee
dinectione on the baoins of the Salt Loke and the Cotonade Riven.
Jhove fnom Jaocs Lowmed the vamguand of this movement.

Gne of the Binst tnapping panties to head nonthwest Lnom Jaos
in the Lot of 1824 was Lted by Jhomao fong Smith, o young man of
twenty-thiee who had mot yet eawned the sobriquet of "Ceg-Leg."
Jevcnibed o few yeans Later oo "a middle sdzed, otout man, with o
botd, nathen handsome anmd erpressive countenance," Smith had been
bown into a Lange familty on the Hentuchy Jfnontien and had num
away grom home at age fifteen. Even befone hin anndval Am Tew
Terico, Snidh had become an expenienced trappen and tnaden, wonking
#om two yeans among the Stoux and Gvage dndians. JIn the spning of

£, he joined the tange Santa Je caravan unden Gleramden Le Gnand,
taking olong "a hunting honove and few mules hacked with goods
suitable fon the manket, besides Indians trinkets, beads, buttons,
apte and points." - dnom  Santa Je, Smith quickiy found his way to
Jaos, which became hisv home, in between adventunes, fon the mext
decade on vo. dnom thene, in Septemben of 1824, Smith set out

fon hde finot hunt in the Zackies. .

Go smith Loten told 44, he Left Jaos that fall with eighty men.
Utlowing fon vome exaggeration, this sizable group might have
epnesented the combined hanties of William Huddant omd othen Lree
tnappens to whom Guguatus Stonns olluded. On the headwatens o
the o Gnonde, Smith, Maunice "Leluke" (Lefuc), men mamed Hophen
and Mantow, and thiee Mericans separated from the Langen body.
Frnoceeding west through the nugged Sam Juom Range, they cnovaed the
continental divide and found thein way to one o{ the affluents of
"Cnond iduen," as the Guanison wasg then called. Jhis stnean,
ifiich they Thaveled Towand the Qunnison, may have been the Uncom-
hahgne on the San Tquel, but we may meven fmotr, fon Smith modestiy
codled 4t Smith's Jonk. GL Leat one of the three New Mericans
who accompanded him hnobabdy fnew the stneam by anothen mame,
howeven, fon it seems tikebly thot Smith woo being quided oven a




vaniant of the well-fmown noute to the UWte country which Shanionds
"ad ueed don q half-centuny .

Uften Emdth and hio seven co-m}mm/uom- tnapped thein way some
P44ty mites doum the Cunnison, they concluded that the gnoup ao
too Lange to tnah 1}moiézbfbobfbu: "Whitot Hoppen, Monlow and the thiee
rexicans went off westwand {fon Green niwen," Smith and Maunice
seduceontinued down the Gunnison, whene some Whes soon nobbed them
of flve horves. Jeanful of furthen nobbenies, Smith and Seuc
Left the junnison and headed south. Crosoing the San Juan iven
and o "Migh nange of mountodne,” they neached Novaho countny.
Jhene thoy traded "tninkets )@ofoﬁ@@h and goat ofiims, aloo vevahes
of sufrenion quolity manufactundd by the Indians and so closely
roven oo to be olinost Ampenvious to waten." Jhey wene back ot
Jaos b1y wid-Recemben. '

Ot Jaos Bnith busied himoell that wimten biy building o dictilleny
with Janes Boind, Samiel Chanbens and o man named Stevens o fuant-
nene.  Ulthough this apheans to be the finst Gmenicom-made dio—
titlewy in Jaoo, Emith and his cohonts have meven neceiuved hnohen
ecognition oo filoneen industricliots. Others soon hadd them the
ngh thibute of emutation, howeven, making thein monoholy shont—
Lived. Jhe ellects of "Jaos Lightning," a the Localiy hroduced
whisfy cane to be called, could be ted 1o throughout the
oclies by o genenotion of mountain men.

dn Jebnuany, as Smith nemembened, ?sc!-o}{qfem "with his titAle Band
Lo Green niwven awndved.” By that timd vingin stneams in the Green
sen countwy wene hnobably scance, fon, on hio netunn to Jaos,
toppen had been "accompanied by Gntondio Rubedouw, John Roland and
voite wenty-fiue men of Provost's compamy,” all ol whom had Been
ij_qup’»Wmo\ to the monthwest ol New Mexico. doIn addition to these
tnappens, o gioufy ted by LTTaM Fuddont had aloo been im the
Geem idpen ‘countny that seqdn. G Missounian, Huddont had
mobabby LT Come To Mew Merdico with Benjamin Coopen Am 1823,
“An compandone on that Anif Long nemembened how YHuddant, crazed
by thinst, stuck Mo fheod inaide o freshly kitled duflalo 'to dnink
o blood; the stowy contimued to be told on the trail {fon at
teant anothen decade. Huddant had started fon the Green from Jaos
on Juquot 24,1824, with founteen men, at about the sane time that
Jhoian Emdith nemembened ng Jaos.  Penhahe thein hanties
joned togethen on the finot Leg of the tnih. e fmow wehwy

ittle, Fméweju-em, of Huddant's erhendence in the mouriboins and would
fioufnothing 47 ML wene mot fon a bniel account that he gave the
Tiedount dntetligencer upon his netunn to Fvankbin in Ghnil, 1895,
Jhe meshapen nefionted that Huddant and Ao men had 'Lelt Jaos fon
the punhose of tnapping fon beaven, and travelled west rhity days .
On jneen Given (hrobghly the @io Colonado of the lWeot) the company
sepanated, and mine avcended the niwven. Gun’ inlonmant was QMong
thove who nemained; and in o few days they accAdentat iy Jell im
with five othen Gmenicans, among whom wos M. Rubidea. Jwo days
aften thiv junction,. o targe harty of Grifrehoes attacked thenm,
fulled one henwson by the mame of Nowdin, and nobbed The othens.
Jhe panty of sin then concluded to netunn to Jaos, and Lelt In.
dubidecu  and his men 4n the mountains without single honse on mute.'
Huddont o account mod ondy favniches wo o wiew of Mo activities,
but atoo suggests the wide-nanging imtenests of the Robidowr brothens.
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Jhe "lIn. Subddequ" whom Muddont met on the Gneen was pnobably
untoine. Jhinty yeans old, the Jiftih of sewen Bnothens, Untoine
vao o Lall, olenden, amd handoome figune whom mamvy found counteous
and chavning.  Caondy in 1824, Gndoine had taken "a small aosont-
went of goodo" up the Missound iuven from St. Louds to Font Gtlvin-
aon, whete hlo avnival oo "voung Robddoun" was neconded by the hoot
sutlen on Jebnuany 15, Joun dayo Llaten he neceiwved o henwmit to
trnoavel thnough dndian Jenndtony fnom Jont Gthkinson "im the dinec-
tion of Samto Je." dnom thene, Untoine must have contimued west
to the jneen Ruen, where Muddant saw him. 2y Februany, 18325,
(eg-Leqg Emith Laten necalled, "Ontonio Rubedour" had come into
Jooe Inon the Uneen ftduen. Jon the mext two decades Untoime Bobi—
dour, would be aosoclated with the fun trade from New Merico.

T Falbian §. Wallace, Gntoine Robiddouw, 1794-1800, 4-5, A48,

dn oddition to Huddat, Smith and Robidour, the henplexing
Stienme (Fnovost and his even mone endgmatic hontnen, Fnamcodis
Leclerc, alvo openated im the Colonade Bavin im the veaon of

C2-35, Provost and Seclenc seem 1o haue jounneyed Tanthen month
and west than thein contemhonanies fnom New Merico, and we ore
able to phece togethen some of theln activities fnom the accounts
o othen Unericom and Canadian tnappens in the anvea. Jhe Provost
used New Merico av o bave was advantageous, fon he had had con-
sddenable enpentience in the anea while tnapping and trading with
Jutes de Tun and Guguote Chouteau-——imcluding an inside Look at
canta de, where, along with the nest of that unfontunate hanty, he
had ofrent o month and o hald in the tocal jail. dIn 1828 Provost
netunned o Tew Mexico for awhile, penhaps to tnah, but we Anow
nothing of his motives thot yean. In the Lobte summen on eanty
2ol of 1824, Provost and Seclenc Ledt Jacs fon the (neen Riwen.
Jhein neute weny tikelyy follewed the Shanish Jnall on o monthenty
pantant . Penhapo Mexican tnadens guided Prouvost; thene 4o mo
doubt, that Mericans wend with him. Erovest's ponty, contemhon-
aies neponted, comodoted of twenty on thinty men.

Untoine Robidowr may have been among those traphens who ac-
comjranied Provost, fon both were of the clannish Snvench fun trade
fratennity on the Masound Rluved and both seened to use Council
o o an outfitting hoint fon thein jouwneys to New Mexico.
iobidouq mony have thaveled to the Gneen with Provost and: then,

o won customany, oAt off: from the main honty to tuoh. Glten
"o meeting with Muddant and thein mean-thagic encounten with
dndiane, Huddant nehonted Lequing fobiddesy 4m the mountoins with-
out amy hack animads. - Yet, Pege=leg Smith nemembened that in
Febnuany Robidour showed up ot Jaos with some ol Provest's men.
aobidour, At seems tikely, had netunned to the main ho g aften
the dndian ottach and then had come back to Jaos with some of
Frnovoat's men. } -
*Provost and Leclenc seemingly neturned to Jont Gthinson in the i
ouminen, of 1823, Robidour's license to go 4o Samta Fe was ivoued

in_debnuany, 18247

" Teanwhile, often establishing a bove canfy ot ib%th ol the
White filven whene 4t joims the [neen, Provost had divided his men
to tnah and thade.  Pnovost jwohed westwald with a group of ten
thuougn the Wavatch Mountaine into the basin of the Great Solt
Jalie, hnobably to tnade with Wieo o Sphanionde had done belone M.




g Sctoben, 1824 Fronvost had neached today'» Jondan Riven and may
nave been the finst white man to svee the Great Salt Lafe. On the
Jondan, the Smafie Chiel "Zad Cocha" Anuited Provost and Bis men
to oiolve the freace pihe and Lay down thein awmo. Jon eight of
the traphens, acceptance wae o fatal mivtake. ©nly Frovost and
one othen evcajied the emsuing sboughten. With convidenable Fusti-
Leation, the Grenicans Loten bBlLaned Hudson's Bay Compamny troppens
o AncAting the dndians. Reten Shene Ogden, who made his well-
Inown et Enate countuy @%@@@LMO% thot sane seavon, nefonted to
the Compammy that the Snalies had netatiated agoinat the Gmericans
becowve o Zudoon's Bay mom had fitled o Snafie chiel. Jhuo, Ggden
ouploined, the Unenicans wene "gneotly innitated. . .agoinot us,
and they would moot willingly shoot us 44 they daned."

Jhe mapvacne seems not to have seriously intennupted Provost's
ntano fon the winten, fon he nemained in the mountoine while some
1 Mo men netunned to Jaos, aphanently fon supplies. Jnancois
weclenc wac hrobably in this gnoup and may mot hove netunned to
the mountaoins that season. Renhahs Leclenc was again ot Jaos. An
1725, but Little can be said ol feclerc with centointy.

soun hdo bave canp ot the mouth of the White Riuven, Prouost
At his nemoining men into small grouhs 1o trap the Gheen and,
ite tnibutanies. doun men, fon envanple, descended the Gneen im g
canoe, o woyage thot they taten neponted, im o clavsic understate-
iend, wos "veuy dangenous." Game woe o scance that they had to
et the oline of beaven that they tnaphed along the way. Jhe foun
ateo neponted  that Jndians 4in the anea wene "hootile deshosed
and have filled and nobbed 15 1o 20 men who were Lnom the nelgh-
bonlood of S4. foudsn."! Penhaps the tnapfiens had heand indinecty
of Bobidour's on Huddant's mislontunes. Provost himoelf Led
o group dnto the basatch Mountoins, whene, in Webenr Canyon in Thany
he wan sunfinioed Lo nun acnbesd Peten Skene Oaden and his Hudoon' s
tary Comhany thaphens.  Go Ogden nefionted to Aio employens
'O the 22 o honty of 15 Canadians and Siw'#wud/av headed by one
("nouvoot and Fomcois an Jnoquois Chiel who Wesented Lnom oun
hantyy two leans since joined uo, we wene surprized ol veeing them,
and 2AALL mone so when they infoumed me, that the Shanish Settle-
ment whene they had neceiwed thein Supplies was mot mow tham 15 days

&'111@'(1{0?1, wAth p&oad,gd honses.  Jhis hlace 4s oa&pfbedgm distant gbout
0C miltes fnom St Je and 4o mow suhjilied with gdoda - om St Soudsn
otenland n waggons by the Gmentcans.' rowost tﬁuol%d;edj oAgnApi-
camily Lo e geoghapfiteat fnowledge ol the Hudoon's Ray Comprammy
officiats and Ggden did mot soon fonget the hroximitny o{?. Jass 1o
the ilochies. Neventheleos, nelations between the Gnenicans and the
Endtinh nemained hostile. :

On June 7, two weehs aften meeting Ogden, Provoot nan across Wil-
tian Gofiley mean tnesent~day Jwuitbond, Utah. G successful busi-
nesoman, politictan, and expenienced Mosound Rlven fun traden, \
Goller's entrance into the fockies that seavon was destined o
change the entine chanacten of the Rochy Mountaim tnade. Gt the
tlie he met Povoot, howeven, Gohley was shot? ol hack andmals and
welcomed Frovoot's asiotance in tranchognting suhilies. It wan
the Jaoe tnaphens who told Gohdey that the mame of the niuen Zhe
WO O A1CD )t}ﬁ,e Green, the Shanish Rio Tende. He had been calling
At the Shetoledee, while ite hresent—day name was alneq / 4n com-




mon weage anong cechmnell, hudefavb and othenso tnapping out of New
hexico. Jhanks o umvberb nowewven , menchants in Tew Mexico wene
dended ot Leawt o hant of the hanuest of Frovost's months in the
mountaing, fon /urL dutny, 1825, uml{,e/bg naugunated Pis /E@nou/a nende-
ZOUD M/Awn on Henwy's Jonk of the Green Riwen. Without ne-
tunning to the settlements, Povost, Like othen tm«co‘(men/\, Wan
able to oblain sugon, coflee, and to&aooo Irom Gohdey, oo well
a beads and coloned cloth fon the Indian trade. M i cunious
”mfr, Gcm:ﬂm fnom Provoat's hfa,miw brnought oMJu $2.50 her hound,
2 %VUVO ohley bought Ewomrem fon £2.00 Jmom hic own men. (Frovost's
DS, MO o{-} W F%/b(}ﬂ he apho fl,eM/Du o&mfw@d fnom the Utes, may
hanse Been Um{emzt,om.

Jhe endezuoud beeits 1o hove taned Frovost fenmomently from
Mh Jaos bave. e nenained in the mountaine un’ Sehtemben, 1825,
rhen he netunned to Missouni. Jhe hromive of his CLd/U@/ﬂ/TJLULOUO
ﬁon b caneen nemoined uw@waﬁxt/%ed forn no outstamding ochievement
diatinguished fis Laten Life. u/[’/though he oow’wruued Mo nvotue-
aent n the Kum thnade, thene 4n mo evidence that he saw New Mexico
anain belone Mo death im 1850,

Lote 4n the Lot of 1824, the Jather of the Samta Je Jnail,
Wbl Gectnell, attempted to fotlow the snow-covered tracks O«E
SmAth, Muddant, onM,cLouoo, and Provost towand the monthuwest. Euven
P}en one Leauving Mdosount, Reclnell told one of his nelghbone oJ@
eV "wmﬂ/\ to tnop Wis woy into the mountaime and "to wioit the
Snegon" befone meft/uwmmo. fut Beclinell got ofl 1o a Late stant.
TAA ,mm/bl o alateen d/bd not Leave Snank Jf/un, Mosount, until oome—
thne of tnrl, Quaust 19,

mell won WUD been the ﬂ’b’VD’b Gmenican 4o neceive « Texicon

Licenae o /w,ah. dn q Letten o Gctoben ;261 1824, 4o "Mio Suced-
R GO vinnon ol Tew Merico »umm%o’r/o Monde Baken (Zantolomne Saca),

“ecimedl nokd, " Sew & necud the ticance you granted me by the
onabed nest of Somta Cuuze Hlﬂnm% J\,adfom and, wiltd Go.n’m' with
Loun ondens and. obeyy them jumctaly." In aw cave, ! @C)’M@% doe/a
not ¢ aphean to be oorn,oecr/wno his umpending tmft}(b Emom Gouvennon fRaca.
e fentions that, "d shald be in mext June 44 mothing Hopins to us,"
and " Aw& Cum amn,- 200 10U when < owm n fnom the woods the winten
An co,m@c him 40 mean & cant tiie to Cum mow." dndeed, winten wan
iy roac) hing. Tot vm/vt Novemben &, did he and nine othens set
out, Inoin Santa Cuz de Lo Canada, cwo’b above Santa e, "with a
e oi tﬂ,{LW(VUH, on the Gneen %em soveral hundned miles from
santba ce."  He oo Jmo(’mb&u {fo/(/(’,owed the 6Ld Shanish Inail, But
hio Late depantune wao cootly: "Jhe depth of fbhe onow and the
intense cold ol the setwon nendened trapping obmost uwlhmwt/bw6&9 !
ue(:/. metl and Mo men set up winten quantens, phenhaps An the aneq

- pnevent-day Mesa Tende Notional Monument, wheme he found hieces

o4 ﬂ,ot?bew U’w nemains ol funnaces and of "mamy small stone houses.,
some of which have one stomy fwn,%/m the sundace of the eonth."
Gften o mivenable winten im “the ! "inhoohitable wildenmess," Beck-|
netd meac hed o New Mexican village on Ghnit 5. Glthough discoun—

aged, he wae AL "diohosed to make anothen exxhem/umewt " but thene

i mo funthen necond of Ma hanticiphation 4n the fun, tnade of the
Jan Southwest .

Temanfably, by the end of 1824, no fewen than o4r groupb—-those

of WolfalAll, c,m»t/c,%, Huddont, Ro&fbdcfu,fx, Provost, and Becknell——
"ad Gf't’b@. M,ed to tnah An the Colonade RBasin fnom o Tvew Mexico bave.




GLL odne hod hnobabdy followed fmoun thoils, thene being mone con-
ity between the noutes ol Shamish tnadens and thooe of Gmeni-
can troppens than 4o usually nealized. Euven ot thin eanly dote,
tnaphens ohenating out of New Mexico had vistons of neoching One-
con vio Eanta Fe. e have seen that Rechnell had such abitions.
Feten Efene Cgden had teonned from the Gmenicaom tnaphens themseluven,
that they had mot ondy opened o wagon noute fnom 4. fouds to Joos,
but that "they intend neaching to Columbic also with aggons (which
i) mot dihosoible vo fon oo & have seen.”

Jhe gneat enpectations of the New Merico-baved tnophens wene
ot to be nealized; thein bold thwot into the uppen Colonodo ond
colt Zole boodne ended abmost befone 44 had bequn. Jon the mext
decade, thin anec would be the acene of nuthless competition be-
teen the Znitish Hudson's Zay Company and Omenicans nepnesented,
by Golley and hia successvons.  Bespite thein ploneening effonts.,
svevenal eans havosed befone the Jaos mountain men would again be
senious compretitons fon the funs of the anea. Gshley's nende-
ZAOUL %Merm hnovided o mone hoputan and effective bave than
Jaos, ohd Mo netunn to §t. fouls in the autumn of 1825 with o cango
of beauven volued ot close 1o filty thousand dollans completeln
ovenshadowed the netunns from Santa Je.

dnonicolly, much of the Gneen Riwven country and the hohutan
nahping grounds to the et of the Gl Sott Lake wene in an anec
Leqally unden Merican bdovereignty. dJhe finet i{.goum mountain nende-
grows, held nespectinely on Henwy's Jonk, in he Tratbey, and

Trlce on Zean dake, old tooh ploce in Merican tennitony, Juot be-
Low the fonty-second haattets Ut The Tnaifens, and even the
extican govennment, had only the haziest motion of thein Locotion
n veshect to intennational boundanies. Jhe vonious adminisctno-
tione An Teadco City duning the finst decades of Andehendence,
occupded with the taoks of shaping anew notion and modntaining
theivelues in howen, nanely tuined thein ottention to beduer funt-
ens noaing the unchaited nonthewn Lnontden .

“Gtthough the nendezuous aysitem echipoed New Merico on o sounce.
of supplties and o manket Lon beauen from the central Rockies, Jaos
neiained on Ampontant cutfitting hoint fon mountoin men. Cheched
A Lhein enpanoion to the monthuwest by Gohley, the inaphens from
Jaoo soon diocovened new beauen streans An othen dinections.

white tnappens fnom Jaos found thein way to the Gneen and Colo-
nado niveis n the Lol of 1824, wond of New Mevico®s fan wealth
contiiiied o neoch tie Tosount settlements and encite the atten—
tion of etpentenced Masound Riven tnadens. |

In, nog?/'zfmf}en,, 1824, Gugustus Stonns neponted Lo Senaton Jhomas
Mo Genton of Miasound, that the funs on the netunn canavom fnom
Santa de, of which he had been o memben, volued some $10,044, IThis,
ctonne Laten admitted, was ondy a smadl pont of the hnofits Laken
fnom Tew Mexico in 1824, because the figune did mot account fon
thnee othen companties ophenating thene :Tﬁaft yean. dJhe aame month’
thot Stonne made his nehont to Benton, lean Plevne Cabanme of Ben~
nand Frotte and Company Leowned that o Iw. Gndevson, doubtless
Paul on WillAam, and o mon nomed Hubent, had necently brought
thinty hacln of beaven bachk fuom Santa Fe. G few months Laten,
in Jowany, 1095, the Missound Gdvocate of St. Charles neponted thgt
"nonth of Sonta Je the countuwy 4o said to abound with beouen and




vevenol asounians have netunned nichly newarded Lon the Labon.
Teauen fnom New Merico found amdous buyens im 1821, dn Lote

Cetolben, Willian 2. Goton, hnesident pro tem o the New Vonf-

baped Onendican Jun Company, Leouned of the anvrival ot St. Soudis

of "oome ensons with Reaven" from Sonta Fe. JImmediatelsy, Gaton

unote to Mo St. fouds agent, Gliven N. Bootwich, "¢ 4t 16 a <

nesuste ook Mountaln buyy A4 by old means, fon the anticle 4o in
demand ond AL hay well.” Uston seems to have used the teum

"Zochy Iountoin" beaven aymonymousty with "duab" on Light-coloned

beauen which was vewy much In demand thot seavon. Ghpanently most

6T the beaver in the southein Rockies had what Ramsay Crobo called

"nate fun," and the demand Lon this colon wacillated with the
whmo of fadhion.

Gugens othen than Goton olso had thein eyes on the beauen
from New Merico. Oliven Bostwichk was soon neprimanded by Goton,
who wnote: 'd negnet you aflowed oun ophonents to get imto thein
hande the 1500 hounds of Geauven Lnom New Mewico—-the connection
betireen them and the ownens of the beauver may have given them o
efenence oven you; dut & do hope, and shatl be glad to hean
thet you everted younseld 1o effect the purchase, and ondy {m%ct
becauve At won Unhoooible 1o succeed-—-'

dnong thooe with o neponted intenest im Santa Fe beaver was
Man Gohley, whooe €4fonts to avcend the Mosound had been
fuotnated n the hnepstous yean by the Guikavas. Rumon An the Jall
of 1924 hod 4 thot @ohltey would soon stant don New Mexico. J.
. Cabonne nemanked, "d would be quite sunpived 44 he did nok go
to Jaoo, to twy obtaining the nilght, henhojs exclusive, to hunt,"
and: Janes Hemnenty, the sutlen ot Jont Gthinson, noted, "Genl -
Uohdy havoed thic hace some 20 on 30 days ago, with o fanty of
fen, rff-om the sphanish countiy and & believe fon the hunfiooe o{?v Jnap-
ng and hunting neon the mountoins."
v ohey, an we have seen, managed to neach the mew sounce ol Jun
weatth by o mone monthenty noute, auoiding New Mexico ocettlements
etinely, but the intenest of Bewnand Pratte and Compiany in Sande
de thanocended mene numen. Hnowm oo the "Jnench Comphany," Pratte
and Mo hantnens had been oné of the fwincipol thading Livms on the
Mesound Wiven oince 1821, By 1824, crusty, Pilty-yean-odd Jean
Plenve Babanme, one of the hantnens im the Lium, was Looking towand
Sapto Je, eagen to secune "an anangement” with Erouvost, Leclenc,
on Janes Raind, opharently-for b%drt/rﬁeowb a pantry of trnaphens.
o An Ade ventunes into Tew Mexico, Bewvnand Pratie and Compamy
vene one otep behind its oun employee, lovehh Robldoux, nd Nis
ubiouitoun brothens. : |
- dhe bnothew Robddour~ loseph 111, Snancods, daddove, Gntoine,

J Loudn ond Tichel--had been bown 1o the Jun trade on the Missoundt,

i . hen thedin fothen, Joseph 11 died im 1809, the LamA by busi-
meon continued unden the Leadenshih ol the obdest Brot N, Ui :
as> on ad hoc ongandzation. By 1825, Jovehh Robidour gao in the
anploy of the dnench Company oo o facton ot the Gto hoot, mean
dont Gtdneon.  Me nemained with Pratte and Compamy Anto the heniod
unden comvidenotion, when employen and employee niuvaled one on-
othenr fon o shave of the New Merico fun trade. Cleanty, oo ome
scholan hoo comnented, "the comings and goings of 'Robidoun’ hantien
duning the 1820's and 1830's ane ferplering,” and henhaps theny
alwas will be. '




although 4t hao been suggested that losehh Robidour sent iuade
joode to Sonta Je oo eandy ao 1022, solid evidence of this i un-
avaitaoble.  Jhat losehh Rebidour sent o hanty to New Mexico in
1528 seems mone Lilely., & a0, Souis Robidour hnobably Led this
anoup, fon in Secemben, 1835, h& swove unden oath that he had
beon Living in Jaos fon the pnevious two yeais.

“Cee ollace, Ontoine Robidour, #4-7. G _seventh bnothen died in
ndamen -

‘“J‘Z}'Zf{("ﬂ”/, 154, Gnnot M. Robidouw, (Memonigl to the fobidoux, nothens )
15?5_?'—{DC}] =

“Dovdd L. eben, "Souds Robidoua," in Hafen, Mountain hen, U111

Dy the eanty Lol of 1824, it will be nemembened, Gnitoime Robi-
dour, had found Mo way Sto the green Riven fnom o New Movico Gase.
Tt e wae mot the ondyy memben of the famidy to neach monthewn
erico that seavon. Even while Untoime wos traveling towand Ahe
Colonado Zavin, his Bnothen Jovehh had Launched anothen enpedition
to Santa Je. Jhis included two mone ol the Bnathens, Gluvonez, «
Shandand who migrated to the United States by way of Cuba and who
would soon become an dnpontant figure im the fun trade of the South-
e, -

Wthough oL employed by Rewnand Pratte and Compamy, losehh
“dobidour, had hnda i equiihed this tnading ponty, hunclioeing
ToTe of Mis menchandise {nom the Comhamy. navcible V. €. Cabanne
woo pantioutondsy vered. Robidowr had neoched Cabanme’s host meon
Council Suffo on Seftemben 14, "futl of andon, and interested
ondy with Mo tnih to the mountaine," and had naided Cabanne's
wanehouse to equih Mo twelve tnadens. "Whok an anmoyancel & wand
To ofipove Mo LA By Auydng to tell him how indelicate Mis con—
duct 4s, and even blanable, in wanting to apopniate to himoel]

o bnonch of the business which we ane ceontadinty mot going to giue
wi"  Cabanne did just thot. Josehh Robidour comploined to PLenne
Chouteau, In., anothen honine im Bewnand Pratte and Compamy, that
"Cabanne nepnoached me fon hunting twe hares ot the same e, by
bafring avoy from you thin bucgmess branch——because < was Youn -em-
oyee."  Uo losehh Robidouy told it, Cabanne had finst showed
‘nefugnance” fon hie ventunes into New Mexico. Gnty when the
“obidouan had succeeded did Cabanne become Ainterested, "bet "
_tlobidour totd Chouteau,"d fLatten el f 4o be in o hooition 1o
Yol you that 4t 4o mot my fauth 4 you do mot-own the whole. It's
Loun unn o say youn ‘mea cubha'." Thene s mo evldence that eithen
Chouteau ov Cabanne asfied Robidour's fongilueness. - Cabanne, oo
oot of manmhowen to send compreting hanty to New Merico and asane
thaot the funs would be gone by the time he naised o hanty, did the
beot e could--he bought o one~thind intevest in Robidaud s hantnyg.

Jhe bickening and bangaining ended, Fnancois and Ioidone RobAdoun,
onuelt Gluonez, and the othens set out Trom Courcil Bulds. « Jhe
| Phi Y Rl ‘ \
oot sutlen, Yames Nemnenty, moted in his dlavy of Septemben,
abidoun phanty otanted fon St. Gfee to day." dngnecois Robidoun,
fnesuinably accompanied by the nemainden of the thading han®iy, aitlued
/ifg_l@, on this his Lot windt, on Novembenr 25. There the aleatde,
Jon ne@ons Mot ek clean, conliecated s menchandice. dn hanch,
1e95 » Goennon Rantolome Baca ondened 4t netunned and Anstriucted
the alcolde that Robidour was hrohibited to trade wums with the
Jndlans, but he and any othen Grenicans wene mot to be detaimed, Al

\



they wished 1o thade tegitimate goods with the dndiams, on 44
they wished to tnah beasen in the nivens of the JennAtony of Tew
horico. Jhus, At wo nobably at this time that, in the mame ol
the tanAff co%’/[’,eotom géucm -mmm Yigh, m&%dom neceived the
tuaping Hcense dnom Soewnon Saca which o mentioned 4n Laten
CbOOU .xww’m

gnancois ebidour may have had o guouph trahping damning this
winten of 10H-05, even ﬂwuoh he had mot yet necelved olficial
heviviasion. Gb &e/a/a/t the funs o{ an e anea had not evcaped hdo
attention. dn the spuing of 1825, his bnothen losvehh, /a/t/v[’/f, on
the Tdssound nemonfed: "1 ou have the Letten thot Jnancodan, my
bnothen unote to us. Jd-don't believe he makes anyy mistalie as Lo
the beauen ouen thene."

Fancods Robidour saw mone than beauen 4n New Merico, and
thnough Pde eyes we see that Jaos wan even then enjoying the "ciw-
owfmr indluence" of the mountain men. dn o Letten to the aleatde

? Jaos, he comhbained of o "slandetous aouwsation” ufich was sent
/to the non}enm;meﬁw of the tennitowy and which nellected on "the
good newtotion o the nesidents oJé this ploza ond on thaot &g the
Eem%om Ainholttants of Ab." He protested: 'Oungng iy shay U this
laza oince the 25th of Nouvemben until today, there has not been
comnitted, on the hot of my lﬂ,eo*rvf,e on fnmdoezf/{f , any dlocnden,
acandal non amy controuvensy with these hononable neighbons.
Moneouen, my 11,9011&@ o weld mysedd, in oun DusIness deatings
and. comms aum/bu and holitdcal W%O/MOQWWD have alwas erhibited
the greatest havnony ond Brothenhood. .. .We have otwars m%mted
the Laws , and the @thom% and the well established custons.
One sushects that Fnancoidnotested too much. Neventheless, he (s 37
nad good neason 4o concenn éwmfa/be/@ with these community ofdains,
1825 Jaos was fant becoming his home. Jhene
ollowing yean, Jutsa fomenc would bean

Lon by the ohning ol
,(m damuony TU, gL 4
him o daughten, .
*1 ooeln% Robidous to Pierne Chouteau, Yn., Monch 15,1825, Chouteau
Tollection. fortions of this document ane translated in Mongam,
u/aM,efL' 154 «. Looehh mentims the netuwn ol Mdchel Robidour with
thinty hacks of beaver, diom Santa Je. dhere 1o no wecond of hin
ewtfwmoo 4m.7b0 New Merico ab this tme, but this funnisches anothen
avafde of the mustenious and wide-nanging activites of the Robldouns.
“Irenter) (ed ), "Olavy of James Ewwn,ervbu {822-26,"wsC, Tot. V1. Mo.1
(Gctobon, 1990),75. Iesloy Adentifles “this b hm,ibu Yed buy_Gntoine
Qobidowr. Gthen Pistonians e agneed with him. See Jon e/x,omwwe
losvehh 0. XL, "Gntoine Robidour, Lnghin in the Co&omod X
JUN, 'LEG?e,' Cotonado Mag Uol. ‘ A o
Wm/m?g This seers fwn/%{’fe «Emom bhe docu-
mentation now ot hand and, A4 Williom Huddant's a@@omLm many b-e
w’i/l,ed on, he met Gntoine Robidouw. on the Gneen uwuen, at /t%,e ey
time he 4o alleged to have been Leauing the Blu
*Jeotimony of Fancioco Robi Recenben 9, 1o . Gnn (Mcm
anchives o«g New Mexico 3'1;0%04/.)00 flobidous, 1o the G«boc/&dfe of Jaos,
danuony 14,1825, Ritch Paens, No. © Q
Yé’%‘@‘m Qo@mdorug, to Pienne Ghoufc,eom, Councit Bluffs, Manch 15,
1525, quoted and trnameloted An Tﬂon,oam,, GfoM@/u 154 (owmﬁ in
Chouteau Collection). :
*J. obidoun, danuany 14,1825, Ritch Paens, No. 82, Chavez, "New
Pasiren, " S Pn,&am,o Wol. JMJ Noo. 11-12 (Nau. Rec. 1957),575.




.

when Untodine Z0b4 z netuined fnom the Gneen Riwen im the
Spning of 1825, he wewy Afiely encountened hin two Bnothens ot
Jaos.  Jhen Ontoine and doddone apfionenty netunned o Tibsound,
whene thein nanes, o well as Thot of Michel Robidoux, diean on
o fasshont of June 29,1825, allowing them To Lnavel thnough Jndian
countwy baclh to the "Rejublic of hew Mexico."

Githough thin hassport bone a June 29 date, they waited until
Laoll 1o walie the tedious tnih. Ugain they traveled by way of
CouncAd Tufds, doubtless to nehont in to bnothen losehh and hick
up trade goodo. While ot the Bulfse, amothen memben of the fLamily
netunned {?mom New Mexico, fon on Uugust 30 James dennentr neconded
the onninval of "Rabddeaus hanty from Jous." Jhe mew arunivalo,
nolbabty Led by _dnancods, brought back Juns which wene tuined ouven
to Jooeflh obidour and ohipfed doum the nlwen to St. fouis (often
Cabbane took Win dhave of one thind). On Sephtemben 14, alten q
two-weed: neshite, Joun of the bnothens, Gntoime, Snvancois, Mdchel
and_doude, sbarted again fon Jaos, anduing in eondy Novemben.

T Ohe enteninives of losehh RobidounZimd e Brothens im hew Mex-
ico did mot go unmoticed By Rewnand Pratte and Company. Vet, 4m
onden to minimize flobidour’ s effectiveness oo o competiton, they
frept, m i thein ~employ. Jnom Cabanme's hoint oﬂ{; vlew, thio
shnateqy had cleanty faited. dIn the spning of 1825, he comhlained
1o Flenne Chouteau, dn., 'd aok you in the name of the Lniendohih
that 4o between us, mo mone Robidour! IThio man will drimg about
oun winl e competition 1o mo mone to be Jeaned tham any othen's;
dAvabuse younseld, my fniend, it 4o buying him ot too high o hnice.'
leventheless, the nelationshih contimued.

Zennand Pratte and Comphamy, howeuven, had not abandoned the New
tenico trade to_fobidoux. In the fatl of 1824, ahhanently unfmoun
to Mo hantnen Cabanne, Genenal Pratte had equihhed o omall
honty to o,cr._?)bume vome of the funs of New Mexico. Glthough the
Lenden of this ventune, Cetan St. Unain, won onby twenty-tmo yeans
old, he enjoyed o hosition of considenable trust, é’om he had
tied, oince Mo mid-teens, 1n the genenal's household. Snom He-
cemben, 1922, until Octoben, 1824, St. Tnain had wonlked Jon 3.
inatte and Company, draning twenty dollons o month. In aubumn,
1824, he fovned o partmenship with Jnancois Guenin, in which 2.
Fnatte and Company owned one-thind of the stock. .

St. Inoin'a onalld honty did not Leave St. Louds until Nouemben.
iven hnobably caught them on the tnoadd, although they might have
tingened delibenately on the Gnkanovas to trah. In eithen cave,
thein: anndval An New Mexico wos mot noted until Late Manch, when
Jomnon Sena, the olcaolde ot Samn Mguel del Vado, o omoll town om
the Santa Je Jnald neanv Santa Je, infonmed Govennon Raca that two
drenchmen and thiee Gmenicans had awndved thene; thein. tnih to the
copital would be delayed because thein Livestock had beon stolen.
Jhnee daye Laten, Sena infonumed the gouvernon thot two of the Gmeni-
cane had gone to tnah, while the nemaining two Fnvenchmen and one
Unenican continued on to Santa Je. RBaca Unmediately neshonded,
ondening that the Gmenican and two Snenchmen weve mot 4o seld amy
of thein menchandive until they had nehonted to Santa Fe and hald
the customs duties. MNon wene the others to be allowed to hunt
beauven. Zaca erplained to Sena that an onden to that ellect had
been neceived fnom the Mexican federal govennment and had been
cineulated among the alcoldes, Bbut had somenow been Lost. Me in-




atmucted Sema to hrevent the fonelgnens ghom tnapping. 4. Unodn
eventuolly found Q/l/a way to Jaos, whert Me and Juenin hohed 1o sell
thedn menchandisce to truoppens, but business was sbow. St. Tnain
dinchanged one of hie employeesr naned "Lafleche," sending him back
1o &b, coudn with twenty-five beaven ohins which Rewnand Prattie
Lought fon thuee dollane apiece. Jhen Guenin zold Mo schave ol the

imm/m@wﬁ/b}m to 4. Tmoin "fon neavons two fhg. to mention." On
o vetunn to 4. foudn, Cuenin convnied a - fon Pratte Lrom

ot Inein which exploined that he wos nemaining in Jaos: "We havd
cotd dut werny fue gooda and goods 4o ot o wenny neduced hrice
ot hesent, & an n hopes thot when the Puntens come imn Lnom
thene fwmt thot J well Sell out to Prowvoe amd Leclene." Gut
Frovoot seens to have sold ot Leost pant of Mo June te WALAmn
unhley and to hove obioined supplties ot the Juty nendezuous Lon
to the month. &t. Unoin was fonced to seek Rio Lontune elsenhene.
dn July he wnote to hAds mothen, 'd have equipt Sum men to goe
napdng, thinfing that it witd be the moste proflotadble Lon me,
< have Sold the gneoaten hant of my goods ot o wenny good hrofite 44
< i fontuncte enought to be haid, the men that J have Squijt
Ao ol the best Mnihed (ind) 0«,{? huntens, 4 they mafie o good hunt,
< vl doe wevey Bood business.” The tnaphes whom St. Unain stabed
An the oummen oﬁ fE’BE mar; have been o group which included Ceg-Leg
Sidth.  Jdndeed, Smith loten nemembened thot "St. lnain of St.
2ouAn, o menchant of Jaos," had ocutfitted him and mine othens
"to tnap the St. Juan. Rolones, St. Miguel and othen inibutanies
of gand ndven." . .
Giten outfitting Smith, on hervhahe some othen hantry, St. Unain
binoeld gove tnappung o tug.  Sometime Am the W ol 18325, he fed
o panty of "1€ on 20" men 1o the anea of Utoh Lake. ot hone
been o Long.winten, fon the gnoup did mot netuwn until eanty July
ol f‘f,fjafer .{j’.o/%?w/img e,  Jhis mabm@ %mﬁe{zﬂ/m ouf{%fvtfrfed .Ewgp@wzttffete
and Company'o newest nefineber e in enico, Syluentne Pratte.
oy themoelues, 4. Wnaln's amdtl-scale oherations An New Mewico
woutd do Little credit 1o Zewnand Pratte's fowerful comhamy. Jean
Fienvne Cobanne, eagen to Laurch o mone signilicant erpedition imto
nontheun Merdico, made hans fon a Langen hanty to Leave Jon Santa
ge“in the afning of 1825. Selected to dead this grouh wao Sulvesine
<. frnatte, the eldest son of the genenal. fown An 4. Lauds in 1799,
cytrestie Pratte haod been employed by his Lathen's compraiiy on the
Phesound Qiwven ot Leaot o eandy o 1920, When losehh Sobidou
Lol Cabanne to New Mexdco in the Lall ol 1824, Subvceine Gratte wan

veapont. e n pant fon Cobane's shontage of mamhowen, fon, belieuing
" : A

ve)

that the mountoine would neadin exvclusively Robidous's and that the

connainy did not desine Lo send thene ammone," Protte had taben o

siben of engages with him to troh and winten - on the dames iluen.

Jhw, netead of comheting with Jovehh Robidour, Cobanme Bad been

[ ™ : T A A0 o ; 3 ks T o F T IT:
Jonced Loy o one-thind intenest im hib ventie. Centonliy This

epoode confributed to Cabanne’s Juline disenchantment with Stlues—
l 5

P -

e Fnotte.

Cabomme grew nectless ab hia opning depantune date fon the Santa

e ot wao deltaed. On June 5 LL'xre- wnote to Fienne Chouteat, Jn.
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Lot coudn, L Protte on Papdn have mot alneady telt, hasten

et depontune; d hove sevenal engages here; mot ondy do they \

ae e o ereat deal of trouble and Ancreave erhenses, but they

a, ven) redd becoie Amphotient wodtina."  Gn Sl 2L Pratte Limalda




veached JouncAl Slulle, and Cabanne Lanented: "Jhe exhedition
Jon the mountabie, 44 44 had Lelt 1f monthe ago; a 4t ohould,

woudd pnolbally have good neculis and what & sald about &0 hacle will
nate e seen an ovenercited mind....d willd not think of the Mount-
ol again.”  Probably angened ot Pratte fon the delay, Cabonne
now changed: that Frotte's penfonnance on the James Riuven duning
Lhe hinevtous secvon had not been satinfactony. e ahied Pievne
Chouteau, Mn., "low can o young mom who seems to be quided b o
ronhe of good have oo UAMle success An what he undentales! Cob-
e epeated these sentiments o monthe Laten and hnedicted thot,
sath Sulventne fatte an Ats teaden, "the edhedition to the Mount-
e 04Ul undoubltedldy be unouccescful."  Rewnand Fratte was, he
thought, "much 1o be pitied, fon hoving childven who, by thein
nconalbilityy, show themeelues oo Little wonthny of him."  Cabonne's
¢loomy jnedictions of Laoilune would huove to be true.
frnatte's delay in teaving had one unewpected aduantage that
vould not be aphrectated fon anothen genenation. It enabled the
woung dentuclidan, lanes Ohio Pattle, to join the expedition and
vecond some of Ao adventunes im hio famous amd controvensial
tawvative.  Fattie and his Jathen, Sylvesten, Both beneaued ot the
Lovs of Janes Ohic's mothen, had teft thein fawm and Lange fami iy
behind to travel to S4. fouds and outfit themvelues fon o trapping
and tuading ventune on the Misaocundt Riven. Jhey wene fonbidden to
wnoceed uhiven beyond Couymcil BLuffs, howeven, Jon they had mo
Alcowe to enten into the Indian trade. So, when they stohhed at
Cabanme's hoot and Leawned of Pratte's plans, they decided to ac—
compam; Mm to Tew Mexico. |
Snally, on Judy 30, Pruotte Lelt the Councll BWulls anea with
115 men (acconding to Pattie). RBut they did mot neach Taos until
Octoben 20, sondy o few dayo belone the, Robidour, bnothens , fon
Grette haused on the way 1o trade duflalo nobes with Pamees and
beauen and deenofine with Wtes on the Grkansas.
dntenestingly, both Protte omd the Robidoux brothens made Jaos
thedn Linst otoh and meven took thein menchandice into Samto Je.
Jhin veemn Lo have beon the hattewn fJon those who used the Jaos
Jdnail Lo enten New Merico. hough the bonden quand, Rolael
cunia, and the Jaos alealde, Svenimos Mantinez, wele emhowened 1o
intencent Umevicans and eranine thein imusices and menchandise, it
veein Lo have been customony ot this time to send te Santa Je fof
the customo collecton 1o come to Jaos fon the Linal awsvessment.
Jhe traders wene neluctant to canny thein goods on to Santa Je 4l
they did mot intend 1o manket them thene becalwe, av they complained,
the noad was too nough. *Juam Boutista Vigil, inotructions to
Rafoel Suna and Sevenine Mantimez, Santa Se, Gpid 20, 1895, NGnng
teotimony of Janes Baind in the case inuoluing the embargo of the
nenchandise of Snanclece Robidour, Hecemben 9, 1825, Syluvestne
Prgtte, although o movice in New Mexice, netied on the common ext
lemient of buwping some of hibs goods on the emten side ol the
Jaos mountaing one entering the setilement to auolid haying dutny.
Jdhe fobidouns, when they avnived, obably did the some thing. -
Pratde. then. douneyed to Santa Je to hine the senvices ol the tarifd
i duan Bautdota mg& y Glanid, - apfdnently taking Yames
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eten. VAgid took some time neach-
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mhonawy neconded Un o diavy on Novemben
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atby awniued ot Joos on nomlwln&em 12. )
"Sibley, Rood to Santa Fe, 114; testimonu ames Bolnd in the
cone Anotuing the embango ol the memﬁﬂwn%dﬁe of Fnancisco Robi-
doum, Secemben 9, 1595, TGNM. -
*Cave concewning the embargo of menchandise o} Jnancisco Robi—
dowi, Decemben 9, 1895,; nepont of Legintotive commitios to Nan-
bona, dawowy 11, 1826, mGnn.

Protte’ s menchondive entered New Merico with mo aﬁﬂa/wwt A~
cutiny, white the mone erherienced Snancois Robidour had his goods
fnomptly confiocated by Juan Bautiska Uigil, Jon they Lacked the

fnopen factung on inuoice. dnancods-—Inancisbco to the Megicans—h

the fnofien hohens, but Wigil netuvned 4o Santa Fo ond Lelt Qobi-

dowr'e goods unden dock and ey at the house of Glcatde Mantinez.
onancods siobidouy, and Momwel Gluanez, then an employee of Jobi~
doun, arhiRdpetnitivecesy then fnoceeded to Santa de, nehontedy

1o petition the govennon Lon the nelease o4 the goods. dInatead,

o Ulvanez told 4t, they found themselves ot Vigil's house whene
the hagirent of o one hundied-heso debt secuned Ahe Ammediate
votedse ol Mhe wenchandiee. Jhal Ahis wao a Geb, abhon tHhan o
dinect bnibe, seems clean m fbhﬁg -dm@n?a%m,y fon even Jnan-
cole Hobddouy odnitted to Ahis. e - the one hundned heson
vepnesented a fee which Robidouy had neglected to hay Lo TAgil 4n
retunn fon Wgil's secuning o Papfving ticense fon Robidoua the
evious shning, on henhahs At nehnesented o shove o4 wobldour's
traphing hnoceeds. Whateuen mm%mm%, Wgil had used his
powen on a fublic officiol to setile g hnivate motten. Jon this,
and othen indiocnetions, he soon toot his job as tanAld collecton
but continued to hold public olfices on and off fon the mext twenty
yeane. When Stehhen Watts Yeanvmy Led Gmenicom thoohw into Samta
de An 1046, Juan Bautista Wigil |, ab Liewbenant goveunon of New
Nrico, took the lace of the ng Govennon Manuel Gumifo, and
wetconed the conquenons with an umhasstoned sheech.

intife dnancods Robidoun, Sytvestne Pratte Jound Tigil 1o be g
oot obliging official and thuouoh him obtained fnom Gowvennon Gntondio
Nonbona o License to trah. Crathe d/i/aj&,oztchefd ot Leant three dif-
fenent trnapfiing fanties that winten. Jwelve on thinteen men, he
Laten nefionted, trapfred on the headwaters of the Rio Gromde. Ceran
4. Tnadn Led eighioen on,. wenty men Lo the anea.of Whah Soke, and
AL anothen guouf, whose destination 4o mot clean, Lelt im Jebh-
s wavy and would mot netunn to Jaos untid Novemben. Pratte and Fnan-
cols  Robidour, themseles. may fape Led o group into the mountains -

Narbona delayed anowening thein Linst nequest A .
Uceonse becau dgga%e "dAd mot. fnow 4 mwc&ﬂowe d
b the ticensve. Cattie’ s necold on beems quite
vqm’.'hm~w‘mwm@d,;o%e, bhen Pottie ne-
ona. the. W4y the gonennon had decided.

> 46 naf beaven would be Allegal, but an -
LR en icont on any beauen caught, acconding 4o - *
atten oen fon funthen comvidenation.  While these




18007 L/L/Ort/uOfﬂ/J wene taiwing hlace, Fattie and His fathen, along with
/\'(’fL—e'LCfﬂ?/ of Frotte's men, J’/Eec/’t,e,ch o doning nescue ol the doughten
of Lonmen New Merico gouvewnon fnom Comanches. G dicense was
owmoo rng--on o0 the /o/bow aged. JU 4o just ao tilely, howeven,
wt thie mesen ocounved and that G“(Wb@e and Ao Lathen trhaphed
wnden e 'wmote tion of Syluestne &. FPrnatte’s Licenve. JVW/LM Moy
wme Deen one of the omoww which Fnotte outfitted that winten.
Tegandlensd o the sounce of fb?mm /(/L,oe/me, Janes and Syluenten
(s b[xi,e along with two othens who had accompanted then f’rl,o i Mdo—
sound and thnee ol Sulvestre Pratie's men, slanted faomw’f,m g the
e nonde An Late Noveinb-er. 6] these seven tnahhens, foun nemain
noie loon. Fattie nelews to one memben of the haniny s .
n«m aloht 0e lose Momuel (] mwa?) atlen, o Conadian who Was b~
pred Laten ot Jaos im 1998, when he woo thinty-one yeans old,
them omeccmn o Texdcan C/l/t/vz,em in 1880, Jhe @wb«‘r/l/e/o "Gf/f,efn,"
and thein Joun companlons wene joined on the Rio Q’wxr»d;e by " oen-
o wnuo%," and the enlanged group continued south. Gb a hoint
Poun dans' jounney below Soconno, they stwuck out to the west
tsorl, Eanta @ta del Cobne (fbhe Santa ‘?/vba coppen mines), o hlace
whene Shantonds hod been mining since the tuwn of the centuny.
Mene they hined two Mexiean senvants, fnobably a quides, and con-
timed on 1o the Cilo Rwen. Beaven wene Mevn’w{fu& the ftrwzé
vielded thinty boquen often the finet q%qhﬂb on the ndven. Jheln
Hontunes owmoe,d howeven, when the seven who had jolned the
Pattien on the Ro Guande abandoned the hanty. Jhe desentens
taphed ahead on the Glla, Leaving few beauen in theln wake and
\o%/ma the Patties to iowue/i, nonth wh the San Jnamcloco Riuven, o
tnibutany ol the Gida. Jwo weeks on the San Jnancisco ylelded, ac—
conding to Pattie, two hundned and ity beaven. Jhey netunned to
the Sila, cached thein Juns,_and continued dowmastnean hofing to
Lind anothen beaven—Laden tnlbutany. Jhe seven deseitens, the
m»e,omft@.fne, had been attacked by JIndlans and one of the J(vafuw Hitled.
JIhe nemaining oin, odded by the fongluing Patties, Ay netunned
1o -the oo’rmem mnes. She Patties contintied down the %Mbq. to the
San Pedno itduen, upon which thein good Jontune inshined them o
bestow the mame of "Beauven fiwen." Jhey were back at the Santo
Rita mined by the end of Gpnil, 1826, and James Potile set out fon
Santa Fe fon supplies and honves 1o enable them 1o, mextmme the
beaquen they had cached. By the time thot Cattie and o panty of
Hilteen, e{mc/fud/lmg, Lowir @men,«{,omrva got bachk Ao ibhe' : 'Beaven Riuen"
whene the main aache wos tocatdd, fx,e nowad gone. . Jhey necouvered
a omall quantity bunied ot the Sam, menc/t/aoo Raven, - and_netunned 1o
the oo’g‘lp,em mines in Judy, G/(IMWQIMZ/W hoonen than when they had
Seshite thein initlal ne, Pattie and his «Eaib%em nemained

=

?Un TLew Mherdco and contbnudd to tnaph. So ddd many of the Fnench-

men who came into the Southwest with the Robidowr brothens on Pratte.
en tike Q—QWM/J Tolan, Jeon Baptiste Tuwudeau, Gnastasio Conlel,
Yean Valllant;:Canlos B@mwn,, dosvehh Wom%e and Gntoine .
Tenoun /.nwome ort ' Laten dote that they had finst come to New Mexdco
n 18;4 ‘Moot of these Jnenchmen setiled quATlY seme ai Jaob and

mentlon dn the documents of this herlod, but some of theln
mm&em hmo&ab«w ACCO: d each of the erheditions from New Mexico

thart we, aibe{,e ibo chnonicte. Uhen, 4n 1853, Gntoine Lenoun testi~
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cneel, and Gnomch fnom the SAlo to the ,vfmpdtcyg the nom
Lo, " Nin exaggenation was hnobably obight.

- I the fabidour bnothens and Tennand
Sleanli, the entnance of the, ;rgﬁﬁi@m bro ‘/’}, %! N
Frotte and Comhany Anto the Santa Te tun tuade did not deten dinde
B :n/:mfbw’:'m'rw and tradens fnom aloo ewbenmbq.p the ’is"j%QL- .
“Cﬂlen ﬂ/\i!’;é ot of the Emmta Je trode Lrnom which Tvew m@/);s,oo o fii-
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: LC”C;G{’U;T and doubiless othens a ol . Cuen on they wene %Z?S’é
e UL, ARG O . (R o bodin a0 erented Lo
Lo, Noweven, natlonal and Local hnessunes wene being
n + 0 ) |
ononce the Loy, P . i o
E i : from The mountains An Mau
ihen oame O ety mmﬂ]ﬁ? %@wngw/l‘%W ;{P Qﬁmd themoeliven An.
T - . /? Q»_- ) - ] % "I;D C’- - . . j A A
d"l,.ovaO:ua 'uoﬁ Ldour,_and /Pu'é‘ ! r;o'no‘ tho Dinet Grovioome e onton
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heean i P Robidona and Suluvestre S. Pratte.
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en Losued to Adm in the name of Juan Bau v Udg
e nad been dooued to f 3 ot oo
20 b Pnatte hnoduced o aimilon documen wnom ow
o sovennon LLJO}CU%P Umctr&ccfﬂd,e g ented thot Vigil's hant in this
: Nanbos Jne ¢ AU g A
- evnon Nanbona. 3G LI e
. ‘ ' : -- 0 ownens of the em
notten be bnuestigated and m@/hom’bgd &wg ’ojg% {Aﬂgbmj £
bancoed fun wene on theln waon /tq Som Gte. %O{T ooy, , 4 thot
Hhen Fratte and flobidoun annived in Santa Je, they foun X
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reccunded dAicense to imcta . o b o
fartona, who must have been im o nage, accused mami/ume/z, wo{}‘ e
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did net have the Teny. Mantimez suggested that he should arait
the netitvn o Frotte, who had the feny, on 42 the govennon desined
e would bnealt into the house and tofie the sune. < adddtion fe
apologized fon having questioned the govennon im the Hnot hlace.
Ce had odnce dibcovened eight of Pratte's tnahhens and {ive of
dnancods obddour's guanding the furs, and he now nealized that the
governon fad ondy giuven fenidosion fon three hensons Ao continue
e . obidour's men, he w’;’bom%ed,? had Left thein funs quanded
i the “dndian Coundny" fon wont of animale to tranchont them
Lact 1o Jaos. :

JAde lobddoun's trdhhens, mamy of these Fnenchien aloo
neaided Un Jaos . _ . '

Jheve enleditlons of fratte and Fnancois fobidour, im the winben
of 17P-27, ane nost nolewon iy 1ot the unuoually compllete nosten
tlat ve have of thein hensommel. We Bmow nothing mone, unfon-
wnately, of the actiuities of these wmen that season.  Centaintyy,
n the jace of jouvewnon Nanbona's mew hostdlitn dawand %’ﬂﬂ&k‘.‘ﬁ o
wueppens, Motte and Robidouy ool gneat cane 4o Peeh thein actini—
viee secied.  (enhaw the foneignens had even made o "deol" with
Fomwel Tontinez co that he would Look the othen way when Then
brought "emtdennos” dnto Jaos. Cleanty, foneiqn tnahhens woudd
need eithen to cinoumvent Tew Merico OHJLC/L@{’/Q on 4o come to am
widensbanding with them, fon the ophosttion that sunfaced in 17 2
vencined the officlal hostune of the New Merico goveumnent aw AL
noe hnescune woo fwt uhon A4 to otoh Joneignens Lrom thaphing n
nonithenvn Mexilco.

din 0 noundadout way the hexican govennment had neceived eandy
roniding o4 the Umenteans' Antentions to thah the Gila An 1926,
Fenhaje Ghnegon, Mexican ministen in Washington, had heand ot the
lane o the dobidoux bnotheas.
. Jhat Tdnbona, who had §éen o majon obstacle to Pratite and
Snaneods fobddouq, should allow rome minety tnappens (by his
o count) to olih Bay Aim 4o huzzting. ' _

Jhe fonedqn trhaphens about whom Baind and Raminez nemonsihoted
wetne deacnibed tensely by fovennon Nanbona: "J. Willicn and Eambranc
i aconedited with Leading 20 and some odd men; Iiauel AubAdu and
frnott 20 voine odd; Juam Roles 1 and Joaquin Joven aloo 1T." Zaten
i Ve Lol Untodne Robldouy necelved quias (hewmite). o

Jhe Gniel atowy of the thind group which Nanbona identilied, the
oie Led b '?mALgtu,e& wbddu and Pratt,” 4o fmown Largely Gecouse James
Chio Fottie wao along., DIMguel (Mchel) Rabidaur, _uoungest of the
webidouy. Brothens, become the sole Leaden ol this growh whife St~
vecine Fratte nematned ot Santa Je to Jight The embangoe that Ton-
bona Nad placed on hio Juns. 4

Gcconding to Pattie, Miguel Robidoun's hantn, compoved alinost
entdnels o dnench tnapfiens, tnaveled douwmn the tio Grande.and oven
to the Sonta Uta cohfren mines——hnobably in Septemben, 1826, Jhene,
Janes Fattie, Lately netuvned fnom his oum unouccesdful sojounn
on the Gilo, ioined Lobidoux. Seaving Sylvesten Patiie at the mines,
the trajiens Lollowed the Jila to the mouth of the Satt wen ot
event-day Ghrenin. Jhene, m Pattie tells 4t, the canelessness

N

of Ilgwel Hobidouy, enabled Pohagos to mavsacie the embine hanty
Endy Pottie, an ummaned Snenchmon, and & . Jhene

thvee voon joined a group ol about thinty tn fhjﬂr@rl/"} openating meanby
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Lecden of the Lounth and finod group that Norboma identilied. ne-
vioue Lo this encounten with Fottie and Zobidour, Young's men oo
od Deen beleaguened by Indiane on the (Jila.
“Fottie neven mentdone Robidowr on Loung by mame, but 44 hao Long
been accepted that hio Toinative, 75-82, necounts the actinitien
of sobidoun's panty to the Salt Riwven and then tells of lLoung's
adventunes, o demomvinated by Sooeph J. AL 4n "Mew Light on
Cottie and the Southwestenn Jun J mad.e,"f Southwestenn Hiotonical
duontently, Tol. XXUL, No. 4 (Ghnil, 1928), 248-5uf,

dn the summen of 1026 Ewing Young and Willian Wollokill, tnophing
compandons since 1922 had netuwned fnom St. fouis to Santa Je 4o
tnap the Aba.  Sike Mdguel Robddouw, Wollofidl also trhauveled to

e sAla wia the Santa Rite Mnes. Tloung'g grouh netunmed 4o
the Ala to chaotiee the Indianww and added Pattie amd Idouel Rohi-

deur_to thein mumben and neouned Anopfring. loung Led his trnaphens
U The way zto the Colonade, the finst Gmenicans, so fan ab e
Tmor, 4o Jollow the Gila to 4te mouth, Jhey ascended Hhe Colonado
to the -Tohave vwillages, wheve thein path intensected that of Jed-
edian Smith, who had traveled downatrean from the summen nendez—
BOUL .

Loung's difficutties arve not Llluminated By amy othen extant
documents of thooe wyeans, but in Gugust, 1831, aften Loung had ne-
tuvned from Colifownia, the gouennon wnote to Sude Robidoun -on—
"y-meoo%mg sunpnioe thot the alcatde of Jass "has mot complied with
o obligations by dmnediately hlacing the foneignen, Jogguin lon,
o vecune hndson and foumed o suitable cove agoimet himt"  Jhe
gouennon suggested to_Robidour that triol be in Santa Fe since the

witnesves againat hdm Lived thene.

Jackoon fnoduced o ticense which the govewnon of New Merico had
cwen to.latdo.  Jhinc may hove been the trnahping ticeme that Gou-
N0 @Vwr]ug‘z had gnanted to- Uhitoine Robidour and Qavid aldo on
o I

Seht 19
cHd_Soudo Robidour and Jean Jeamtet, one of Syluvestne Pratte’s

-
foninen engages, aloo settled pevmanentdy in Colilonnda, hauing come
wvith o tuoin of Meaxican thadens. Nelthen netunned to New Merico
and obidouy becane o pnominent Calilonnia nanchen.

*leben, "Joudls Robldour, 4In Hafen, Mountodn Men, Ul11.

Un Gmenican from an old St. %u%mw% ,» Guion had Ledt Miobound,
ame Wy, 1927, 4n o company which A ded ouch well fnown fun
tvadens w0 Coul Raillio, Jhoman Boggo, Manuel Gluarnez and Suis
zobidoun. Jhis gnouh neached Jaos 4n Novemben, and Guion Loot
no tine in sending two o to Ghiquin to buy fustd  One wao Juan

Ftivta Jwdeon, o French-Gnenican who had been tiwing in Jaos, who
had monnied thene in Judy, 1826, and who would soon beome o Mevican
citizen. Jwdeau had gone with Fnomcois Rebidour in Manch, 1827,
when he viodted "dndian Countuy" in search of "entienncs." Jhe othen
agent 4o Ldentified in the documents ondy oo "Grenicanito;" the |
ttile Unenican. U Guion's agents, Juudeou and Grenicanito bought
the {uno that the Mexican tnadens had obiained fnom the Uies. (edno
seon had alneady sold his furs to Mateo Gancia, and Jomas Chacon

had cold Nie to the alcalde of Gbiquiu, and Jnudeow bought the funs
thnough these "middlemen."

“Cape of the embangoed merchandive ol
1995 | MGnT..
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Jaott of detenmining ownenshih of the tenicio of {un taken Lnom
FALtL Jhompwon's stone anoused considenable controvensy imuoluing
nang o] the New Mewico fun tradens. ....Gntoime Robidour anong
themn, to detenmine the onigin of the funs.

Uiten a Anih to Maosount, Boggoe had netunned to Jaos in Nowvemben
1827, in company with Quenin, Guton, Gluanez and Suis Robidour,
then Lelt imnediately fon Somona, whene he nepontedly imtended 4o
bur honoes.

o luestne &, Protte, Racked by hio foather's howenful compamy ,
which hod become the lestenn Behantment ol lohn Jacod Goton's
ciant Uneniean Jun Compamy by 1027, seemed to have suflicient ne-
sounces behind him to give hum an edge oven Andehendent tnahhens
who wonfied the Southwest. Vet somehow Pratte had deon Losimo
noney enen aince Ao annivol An New Mexico in the Latl of 1987,

Lad tucl seeied to dog his eveny moue, o when he outlitied

LA
f k H e . . . n e J 0, 0
Tiael debddoun's handy thot wos mossacned on the Al i the Joll
Y P . - :
- n g .
v 0 ! It

uoch qonedanens vene olow to change natlonal ollegiomce woe
oLy mod due bo oy motdves of hotndotienm.  Mene Lilely, wond
Seoer Lo had not yet endouloted avound Jaos and Santa Fe.
Cov Sebnany 22, 1729, howeven, two Fnench-Canadians, Chanles
“ealien ond jenuads Nolan, exhnessed willingness to sunnenden
thein fidelity to the Bnitish” Cioun; on June 25, they becane the
et Lonedqnens 1o e motmtatized in Tew Mexico unden the mew
Law'.  ny wummen John Rowland and Gntoine and fouds Robidoun

had Lollowed thein evamhte. Jhe influential Robidour broilers had
aeled fon citizenship on Wty 16 and neceived hafens the meik day.
Most él?lﬁ them used thein mew citizenohih hapens to continue that
avoctation in o Legal capacity. (the fun tnade)

Joun of those who Became Mexican citizens im 1829 toohk out
Licenwes 4o- tuap within the mext vean: John Rowlomd, Cervais
laton, Ontoine Robidour, ond Richand Ca hoetl. JSike Rowland omd
Noton, new citizens Gntoine Robidour and Richand Canbell asked
ton-a Licemve to tnaph In the Jald of 1280, Compbeld should e
Tememsened aw the fAned of the Jacs tnappens to Lind hio woy to
Catifowmia by an overtomd noute. don thein application to tah,
wobidour omd Canpbetd fnofessed concevn with Junthening Merican
comnence, oo well ab eawning dliving fon themgelves and thein
fonilien. Whene Robidour and Conpbeld tnafpe in 1230, on who
comotituted thein hanty, nemains unfmoun; mone iofhoun of Gntoine
Hobddoun'o trapping erpbite in the 18205 than of Comhibell s.
gn et 1881, Lavid Wakdo, whe had Become o Mexican citizen thak
dune, oaied fon o dicense on behal] of himseld amd Robidouy; omd
Wwo daye toter A4 woo gnanted. Jhis License wao used by Ewing
Loung'o panty, which Left that fall fon Catil. and the License wos
then cannded back to New Mexico by Sauid Elackoon, who produced it
when Terican officiale confivcated Ais funs in the summen, of" 1832,
Fenfiaio using the same ticense, Gntoine fobicdour outlitted hio’
oun Anapping franty thot seavon. Cleantly Robidoux contimied to tnah
and trade fune out of New Mexico. By the end of the 1830's he had
comtuucted two trnading hoots to the montheast of Jaos, but this
tafies uo chead of oun otony.

dntoine and Soude Robidour howdde outstanding examiles of the .
frowen, o notunatized citizen could achieve im the economic and ho-




L/tﬁ ’L/(’«CT'V oflaine of the ,mmwbwe tnontien pnovince of New Tendco.
Jorwu w ebocted Yinet oleolde ond neoidon, on otdenman, of Sonta
e 0n wandous occandons. *dn *’}e,ce.nﬁwm, 1829, Gntoine was olected
fVqut1 fmrwoom o sanoa e and n 1888 he sewved wm 1hind alcalde
of Santa Je. Gntoime, im lact, wan elected Jinot alcalde in Qec-
eiben, 1°2C, only a Little oven vean aften "he had becoite o citi-
wen. s nioht fo that 0~P/P4,cr@ Y% char[’/berxwed At s nteresting to
noye, ol the gnoundo that he had oy natnalization haipens and
wfmom lose Gntonio U/t/z/coma received Little suphont J’mo..m
ot.tcm o rinent Tiew Tericms. ,oruefmom Chavez E@UL that ol idous
vas entitled to the o {f/l,oe, but fowanded both sides of the anqu-
et Lo Tertco Sty f’om a Linod d,e,czvazborn,. *Papens concenning the
slection of Gntonio Sobidey in Guehluo de Gobennacion. Some of
the decuirents ,mmtwww to this cove ane scottered thuoughout the
nar,  Jhe O’H’tCOrd’@ ol the caoe 4/.3 not clean. un’tomre (‘oEmdomw
cm/wo o[ :‘.fom,fa to_have been one ol the outsotonding mencheonts of
wrn Ly Je. F_ﬁw/oed o stone thene which .n/t,nl’fvt have been well-
”LOQ)’/L/"/[/OW@O/, ton AL wan nobbed two yeans 4im succession. Untoine
rtocled Nis stone with menchandisce (’mougmt oven the troil Jrom
Paoound and, ke othen menchants, sent good to Chihuchua nequ-
Landay. th» flobidour senued o 'ﬁu% one-yean teun abs finet ole
colde of Santa de in 1839, hatt Jield, a nehonter fon the nem On-
Leoma (&% ft,ocm‘um who wisdted Santa Je that yean, wiote that Loudn
ClobAdouy, "shanes the w&e ouen the heohle "obmont equally with the
J__fgﬂmfnom cmd the {Wt,eh ot Ohernoting o gnist milL and inon wonkh
w Gconta ge (whene he mig hft, haue fmamfu{a,ofbmfed, inahs) , Robidour,
veems 1o hens om{m' Qinentcan ATAGTATe omd, BTel: dmem

*aon 'LOE*EwM,@/w o fobidour's stone see the caves of Qecemben X,
1224, and ncmo,m 22,1881, mahh,  Ontoine's mamne a}ﬂh%ﬂ/o Prequently
Aan custon house 'wcon,d/o o ’mre pentod. See aleo leben, " jf_@u;u;
.vob/t,doum, cAn Halen, Mountedin Ten, U111, :

" \,mtOfl/bo 2Lanc mmd arvd Suds Gnbroioe wene, neshectinely, in the
aanloy of dnoncois Rebidour and Syluestre Protte in the fa,m/im,q, of
3.”2'7. “@ an_Zoptiste Jnudeou, "Qautiota Jwdda") ,me-
alized n o@nwnb@m 1830, had come to New Menico Jm 102 rncrfb—
ed n 3 oo _Am 1E b and had b-eon TRAANG 2N, Fuancols Rob
c‘ﬁi"’_( 7 A _ahning of I8T7. G nebident of Gunoyo Honde mean Uaoa
e used Mo mew catlzend AR o tnade with dIndlans im the aouthenn
wOCw’V”J. On o trading fonay ;to the Gnkansos in 1833 he' met some
dntfianas who wene twmd/uno 46 Santa Fe to make o tneatty. Gecond-
ng 1o Urw deau, they anled him to Lead them to the govennon and 4o
obtaim fon them < sign of Priendohif.  Juudeou, the gowvevnon ne-
ponted, ohole the L _the Cwuﬁcm “qwmee ) meofrxtﬂ‘
ond wonted fb.”w 400 ol ofiicial intenhneten.

drancots Rob-idour vent @nibome Lenoun to LAt a cache in Lte
countuy /m e smme- of 182

Yuad how whomibcmt Jaos wcrfa o o monket Lon the funs of the
Jocldes ‘cammot be ofed with pnecision. Joo mamy omald gmou"w
troppred nonth Znom Mew Merico of whom nothing Lo fmouwn. Soie
o t}’wae rene ted by notunalized Merlcans ouch ao Ontodie Qobi-
dovr, Conpbell I TLOMm,, Lenhenance ond othens. On i Lo
vecapued "C,“Oo. 50 1}’1,0"11 Sublette's own account Lon funs.

Untodne obidour’s mountain fonts senwved to extend the New
Texdico fun tnade. Untodne and Sfouds Fibddour had become Tericam

I
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and the nf%n nboning towns, find o neady cash moM"f@/t " Soth of
D LENILA fmwf dfof,wmded vv@cvww on Tew Mexico fon supplies amd
ueed Tew Texico g o moviet fon &e/ovuem on occanton. (enhahn
;"o”bh Tolidonn sevved b the Santa Se agent Lon his brothen.
Sn a3 Leant ome occavion An the ahndng of 1841, Soudn Jounnered
Ihon Santo Je to Jont Uinta.
Umowimrvw who used the aetvices of Robddoun's Lonts, then,
wene apaved the Long tnih to Jaos. Gften 188¢ 1, Dhen the ool
noumd Ja/u.m rendemzvous o no Longern ,w/[’,d uVoE%cLowx, _Locotion be-
ce ponticutondy stnategic. G hanty wideh had &eerm naphing o
om o oy oo the Sila, fon exanple, avtived ot Sond L'/Untcc in the
un Ll of 1940, "(’m«mn/um with them o nich q{ucm‘t/vbl of beauen,"”
ocnon,cl«m” to lubus Sage. U toane Jall o guoup of /’D'L«cu,m,mem
Lol Anon uomt Linta Jon the headvatens of the Cotumbia (luen.
”fw Cancon, who had Tomfrwm/[’/l' thahhed out of Jaoo, furndshes anothen
ereipde. Jn the spnang of 1840, aften trapping .M/Oh on the Mia-
Acmm/b and the Enalie, mom ook s Juns o Jont linta. Ugain
n me Afmfu;m of{j 1041, aften hunting on the Grand Riven, Mm’&em—-
/mo Moun's Tole on the C oo, and naphing in Nonth P v,
omon and fiue othens netutned 4o Jofvb X'Mm to selld theln funs.
Jhen vencined thene Jon the SUAEN . fhy the, acconding to @cwaom,
"beaven won getbing vems scance.
b s mo&crf})bv none than oovmd,@m,ca that by 1839, soon alten
Jont Linta wos establinhed, the traditionoliy Jg nAendby nelations
Letireon Ltes and Tew Menicans hod begun Lo detenionate. Go in—
Loine fobidowr Laten told 4t, the @Jmo;ge,d, Whes netunned to Ehein
own counonay and Myvemﬁb HOIE ng theln fuwy on Merdeans who wene
wonibng o Mo Jond lmcomhahgre ("the e Janaganha Jont"). Gb Least
thnee ericans wene Mitled. Gne Grﬂervt,ocrm, who was thene "was
,m,me,cL owd sent to det T, Robldous fmow (who was 120 mites diotomt:
,mol’}a&\w ot ot Winta) thdit ‘the heltnles wene unhavned." Robi-
douy, naintained that Whes were mot hostile to Gmenicams, bul an-
otpwm conbenhonony nfe/,mcmibed, that an Grendcan had been Filled ot
{ ont, an n&m/ Ave  on odln Merdcans. News of the attack on
uorw -um,oo a‘ LCRGILL demonalized _fRabidous!s employees ot the Winghk Jont.
Sone of them shole weapons ond suiplies and Lhed the hoot .
* (e 'm/te) Iasount Semocnod, Sept. 17,1845, quoting the St. Jooceh
Tazedte, shich seems to have obiained Robidour' s stony dnom frio
ot L.  JIhis avticle s Gehwd in Dale Mongan's collection, "Jhe
fonions A the Jan best," copy 4n the Murrvwm,cvtom Sibnanvy.
Sollowing the hootibities ot Pis font, Robidouy suddents Lel gft,
e Texico and the nountains, netunning to Wissounti. His Blodnahhen
witlion £, Boldace, sees the Low hice of funs, dangen /ErLom Indians,
ane genenat mmmmt’, Lovven oo contrndbuting %o RobtLdoun' o depantune.
oA f,&/mmf{’, fucMo%, allace suggests, was fweW(WfZﬁf/eal By the aff/b@(%
on e f’omt whdch vas "the Last stio ton Gnteine," Q«%/n/vte 2O
vetlbacts, howewen, Rebddoun's trading host Aee;med to be doing well;
At An A Aoult fr,om he would leave hio home and stone
in Sonta de. iet, hlo brothen g 0 quit T’u@w Meadco about this
Hive, mowing 1o JcrrEAf"omwcr in, L1943, Beterionating commencial
COuudA/L/bOW') man have pomptbed thein d,e/mm’rfm%, but they may oloo |
horse Beoemn A-LO;t/l./UUft@CL by vell-delenne. Nehican ol %ow/w Ay 80@.%@ Je
M'L,keo/uod, thot the Ubes Vm,d oo o0 ABaining e and cunition ‘
o one of the Cobidour's Jonts and wene satislied thot the nesudts




ol o UnestAgatdon, “m,ow ther ondened, O'lOU?QCL thin Lo be the
cobe. Jnbadine _cou 1d not ncrruo et veny gomfontable ma&"’«imq the
© tneel Te ol Lcn."u«ucr. Je b € AWMCIN QUAMUITLEN, .

e

col the June gathened in the southenn and central Dochies
i 0o Late 100878 and eandy 1740 Lound thein wony to Lonte oh-
QLA ,c' “;-ﬂ; ?..1129_-4

- Ihantes Dol uJom'm st on e An Joos An Januany 10487, dododne
.,g{ ;;yu, ‘W, W A Tonmen L uprem, wan enceedingy uoefbw»i’, JamiAlaniiny
'»‘um upondm, s COO'U antance with Meatcan ou{’/wme and conmections
At Leading New henAcan {cmw{’/b@/a unaual G@Gﬂn,oh.”mcv{’, .mow«bed(m
fm,d : Jwb’tfw with dndian Languages would senne to entond Grenican
conbiol ol u,le chmdmcrm/o 0 ervom,d the settlements ond nthen Ghenican
cm,uuew/t/uorn of the Jan Soutfuwest. Jhough the tnappen ao an occu-
”fJL,borwu e had ﬂmwv dinahpeaned n “the Southwest by the tine
OS «u, @ Teadcan o, fonmen truappers contimed 1o erent fum.&wmw
iy the neglomn.
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