HAPPENINGS

September/October 1 9 9 5

St. Joseph Museum Pony Express National Memorial

The Leah Spratt Park was dedicated
on Thursday, October 19. Leah
Spratt was honored as well as those
donors who had met her challenge to
raise funds to purchase and remove
the apartment buildings to the east of
the Pony Express National
Memorial. The area has been
landscaped with flower beds and
trees. The most recent addition is
a monument made of quarried
sandstone which designates the park
as Leah Spratt Park. Hanging from

e o = - ' the monument is a metal-cast horse
Mayor Larry Stobbs speakes at the dedication of the Leah Sprait Park. Miss and rider donated by the United

Spratt is seated in the wheelchair in the center of the picture. ; :
P Gl Missouri Bank.
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Following the dedication, dinner was served to those who
attended the ceremony. Dick and Joyce Rochambeau
provided the dinner. The staff of the Pony Express
National Memorial and the St. Joseph Museum hosted
the event. ()

Photos by Clint Sims
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Dick DeShon, Pony Express, Inc., president, thanks Miss

Spratt and the other donors who made the project pos- At the left of the photo, Miss Spratt pulls the rope to unveil the
sible. L. to R.: Rich Nolf, director; Mayor Stobbs; Dick monument. She is assisted by Jackie Lewin, curator of the
Rochambeau, trustee; and Dr. Eugene Mockabee, who Pony Express National Memorial. The unveiled monument is

gave the invocation. pictured on page 5.
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When he said he was going fishing — he
went fishing! He didn’t talk about it. He
did it. He had that intuitive ability to know
where to go and what to use as a lure or bait.

Mike, his youngest son, came up to me after
the funeral and shared with me what one of
Stanley’s old fishing buddies had told him.
“The fish are sleeping easier these days!”

I remember some years ago when we had a
retreat. Our staff had expanded to about 12
or 14, twice what it was when I became
director. As a part of this retreat, each staff
person shared what their jobs were since we
were becoming more segregated in our
work and some were not clear about what
others were involved in. When it was
Stanley’s turn, he identified himself and
what he did: “If it’s dirty, I clean it; if it’s
broke, I fix it; and if it’s lying around, I pick
it up!”

Stanley had a lot of mechanical skills and
among those was that of a welder. I found
out that during World War II he had welded
together LSTs (Landing Ship Tanks) in a
midwest shipyard. While I was in the Navy,
I served aboard an LST for two and a half
years. I often wondered whether I might have had an early connection

Stanley Novak, a man of many skills and
was taken in 1976.

with Stanley. Perhaps Stanley had worked on my ship.

After his full-time retirement and in between his part-time retirements, he
would frequently come in to the museum to have coffee, chat with his
friends, and ask how things were going. We all miss Stanley, but he sure
left a legacy. It’s an intangible legacy, and one that does not deteriorate.
He made a real impact on my life, the life of the museum, and the lives of
those he worked with. It has been my sincere privilege and honor to
have known and worked with Stanley Novak.

Coch o=



JO 9sn oY) SunedIPUl SOA00I3 Y], "OIIM pagieq
oy} AQ IND S9A0013 Y} MOYS A[IBI[O PUB SYO0I
13sod ou103s1Y pro are Jurqind Y3 10J ur 3y3noiq
9M 1) 950 JO [[Y "oIIM PagIeq SuLns o) yorym
U0 199J J[BY B PUB 92IY) QWOS SUIABI[ SAYOUIL
07 031 ] 1noqe punoig ay) ur }as AJ[ensn dIom
s3sod 90uUQJ 9Y ], jo[puBY UBD USW OM] [[ JNOQe
ST STUT, "YISUQ[ UI J99J J[BY B PUR G JNOQR 9IOM
s1sod 90uQJ oY) JO ISOJA . 'SOTPam puE SIdYIL],,
Pa[[eod sa8pam [eroads Jursn Jjo pds oq pnom
Y001 JO UOI}IAS B pue ‘@3po paualysIerls e woij
JoBq SAYIUL G 0} § AWOS PI[[LIP 2 P[NOM SI[OY
JO soLIds ¥ auojsowl] 2y jo doj ayy Sursodxo
‘Keme 111p doeyns oy} 2de1ds pinom Ay) ‘1oonq
B pue sas10y jo wed) e Jursn ‘sysod 20uQj se
Pasn pue SuoI}oas ur Jjo Jids aq p[nod 1 001 Jo
Paq ury) s1y) pasodxa pue wiIojpue| ) y3noayy
IND UOTISOIR 2IAYM Jel[} PAIAOISIP SIdYOURI A[I

"POLId{ SNO3JLIAI)) AY) SuLnp
03® s1eak uoI[[IW ()¢ [-(), PUNOIe UMOP pIe|
I9M duojsawl] 2y} Juruioy s3rsodap JUSWIPIS

nsodap oy
Jo ssawyoryr 6 01,8 ) 210N “Suivnb 2u0ISAUI] UIOY

14

oY, "So[Twi arenbs puesnoy) 9AIJ JNOQe SIGA0D BAIR 001 Jsod
QUJ, 90BJINS A 0} ASO[D SI PUE YOI} SAYIUI ¢ 0) § AUO)SIWI|
Jo 11sodap ' wIOIy QWO Y001 31S04 ‘PoIdadxa pey [ jeym
WOIJ JUQIJJIP A[2I1IUd sem )] “AIouryoew 3unjnd auols Ay}
pue Axrenb oy) Suraas Ajfenioe sem 11 Jo ued s[qeiowaur jsouwr
oy1 Inq ‘Yoeq pue no 3uroF din jueseod © pey [ pue A1

‘[BLIOWAW A} O)
suonnqryuod 1oy Joj peidg yeaT 9z1u300a1 0) pAusIsap 3urq
sem Yred joy00d oy, TeLIOWRIA [eUOTIEN SsA1dxH Auod 2y}
Jo 1sea yred 1o00d oy ur paoerd oq 0) JuswInNUOW B 10§ $901d
931e[ AIOA QWIOS UTBIQO 0] JO'[ YIIM SUDIOM SBM II(] "SIBdA
Jo Ioquinu e I10J Quoisowl| s1y) Surkirenb uaaq sey ([0St
JOr[ JO dWRU Y} AQ UBW B QI9YM ‘SSOIDET JO ISBD PUR [}I0U
jsnf ‘sesuey ‘[[oSSNY 03 WIY M 03 0] JW PAFRINOIUD YII(]

*QUO)SIWI] J)1JOS Yonul & 9Jom
syoox 3s0d 9say], ‘[oA®IS UONONIISUOD J0J paLLrenb are pue
o1y 3997 Auew syrsodop oAy u29s pey [ saruenb suojsowr|
Aquo ay], -owr pasuidins yorgm auojsawl| 3Jos Jo pasoduwod
SeM T ‘UT QWED PBO[ ISIIJ 9Y) USYAN 'P[IOM U} Jo [eirded
001 3s0d 9y} 9q 03 PAIIPISUOD SI ‘SBSUBY ‘SSOIDBT "SBSURY|
[BIIUQD Y)IOU WIOIJ QUIOD ‘PI[[ed Ik AJY) SB ‘SYD01 1S0d

“WOoIJ duwed Ay}
QI9UM IO ‘poulIO} a1om Aoy} moy ‘parrrenb arom
Koy M0y - WwaY) Inoqe yonuwr mouy A[[eal 3, upIp

- -UD2AL) JO 2118 1D NDIGQUUDYDI0Y YOI PUD [JOISLI(] YOVf

ORI T R S

AL AMAVNO SVSNV FH [

1 Inq ‘s3sod 9ouQ) 2uo0)s Jo areme sem | ‘10ofoxd
S1Y) 210J9g “syoo0i13sod pro ay) Sursn Jo eapI
U} pIreNIUL NBIQUIBYIO0Y NOI(J 99)SNI], [ELIOWIA
[euoneN ssaxdxg Auod Yied neids yeo|
JO Q[pPpIW 9y} UI punoi3 ayj ur Jas syoo0x 3sod om) oy
pue jo[ Suryred yinos ay) ur paq IoMo[J Jen3ueLn
931 93 9J0U OS[® [[IM NOL ‘[ELIOWAW )
puryaq A2[[e 9y} Jo S9pIs Yl0oq U0 pre[ uadq sey eyl
3urqInd ay} AJou [[Im
A[IU9991 [RIIOWIIN
[euoneN ssaxdxg
Auod oyl polIsia
9ARY OUM ISOY]T




three strands of barbed wire
are very obvious. One of
the post rocks that came in
even had an
attached since its owner had
taken advantage of
technology and converted it
to an electric fence.

insulator

There were several
advantages to using the post
rocks: the source was
readily available and once
the posts were set, they did
not have to be replaced. In
addition, they will not dry
rot, and the bugs would
sure get a headache trying to chew on them! However,
the making and the setting of the post rocks were very
labor intensive. Steel fence posts have gradually
replaced the old post rocks because they are much

easier to manipulate.

Today Jack uses all power equipment and only exposes
that portion of the rock that he is able to work up in
about two weeks time.
While underground, the
rock remains fairly soft and

“Feathers and wedge” used to split limestone.

cut stones for construction.
He took us around Russell and
showed us all the buildings
that he has supplied stones for.
He learned the business from
his father who was also a
stone cutter.

Ultimately, Jack provided the
three large pieces of rock for
the Leah Spratt Park
Monument. They are
spectacular pieces. The two
upright columns are 9 inches
thick, 16 inches wide and 12
feet long. The top crown is 9
inches thick, trapezoid in
shape, with the ends 16 inches high, the center 24
inches high, and the length 13 feet. That one piece
alone weighs 3300 pounds, and I would estimate that
the other two would weigh in the neighborhood of
2500 pounds each. These were all set to create a
spectacular monument honoring Leah Spratt for her
contributions to the Pony Express National Memorial.

Sl ™

~ Clint Sims

can actually be cut, with
limited success, with a
pocket knife. It is referred
to as “Greenhorn Lime-
stone” of the Dakota
formation. After it has
been exposed to the air for
several months, it becomes
harder and, over time,
cures. Jack uses a big
bucket to lift up the edge of
the deposit. Wherever it
breaks indicates the weak
portion of the deposit. The
large segments are hauled
into town where his stone
cutting machinery 1is
located. Over the years,
Jack has provided a lot of
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RECENT DONATIONS TO

THE COLLECTIONS

St. Joseph Museum

Bob Eisiminger - two Central Annual yearbooks, one
from 1918 and one from 1920.

The American Legion - a book, The American Legion
- An Official History 1919 - 1989, by James A. Rumer.

Mrs. Herbert C. Iffert - a tapestry with a floral design
in the center which was started by Ardus Albrecht
Beasley and then given to the donor to complete.

Pony Express National Memorial
Deaton Museum Services - a video tape of the Pony
Express National Memorial showing exhibits and

exterior of the building.

Hal Sutherland - a collage containing two posters and
a picture all relating to the Pony Express.

Ken Payne - three bronze sculptures which are part of
a four-bronze series called “Four Seasons of the Pony
Express.” The fourth sculpture has not been completed.
Each statue 1s mounted on a pivoting, wooden base.

WANTED
VOLUNTEERS

To work during the Pony Ex-

press Christmas Carnival at the

Pony Express National Memo-

rial on December 9. Please call

@ 279-50509.

TAKE AN ACTIVE PART

IN THE FUTURE'!

Join the
PONY EXPRESS NATIONAL MEMORIAL
and the ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM

Please indicate how you wish your
contribution to be directed.

[IBoth, 50% SJM and 50% PENM
Make check payable to either the St. Joseph
Museum or Pony Express, Inc.

[St. Joseph Museum
Make check payable to St. Joseph Museum

[JPony Express National Memorial

Make check payable to Pony Express, Inc.
Name

Address
City

State Zip

Please check the membership category you wish.

[]$1000.00 Patron
500.00 Fellow
250.00 Sponsor
100.00 Donor

50.00 Subscribing

0 2500 Sustaining

Your contribution provides a one-year
membership for you and your immediate
family. A majority of your membership
contribution is tax deductible under 1994
IRS guidelines for charitable contribu-
tions. After receiving your membership,
we will send you a receipt that includes
further information on tax deductibility.

For processing, please send your
contribution to:

St. Joseph Museum

Box 128

St. Joseph, MO 64502-0128




CALENDAR OF EVENTS

On Thursday,
November 30,
1995, the St. Jo-
seph Museum
will host a spe-
cial lighting ceremony. The staff has added hundreds of lights
to the outside of the building to celebrate the festive season. The
inside of the mansion will also be decorated to complement the
beautiful woodwork. In addition to the lighting ceremony, the
St. Joseph Museum will have a special opening of the newly
renovated Victorian Room. The room is restored to about the
time of 1910 and is designed to look as the room would have
looked during that period.

St. Joseph Museum
Lighting Ceremony

Special activities will take place from 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. that
evening. There will be special items on display such as a
beautiful organ clock and a restored carousel horse. Santa will
be here to obtain the many requests of children. There will also
beﬁwappMunitngetah&ﬂstartonmuniqueChristmas
gifts in the Museum Shop.

The St. Joseph Museum would like to invite everyone to attend.
There is no admission price, and refreshments served during the
evening will be complimentary.

November 18 - Gateway Chapter of OCTA will host an
Independence crossing site field trip. The group will meet at the
Pony Express Barn in Marysville, Kansas, at 10 a.m. R.SV.P.
to Mary Knab at 1-800-530-8866 by November 15, 1995.

November 18 - Signing of the book So Sings the Blue Deer
by the author Charmayne McGee, 12:00 - 4:00 p.m. at the St.
Joseph Museum.

November 18 - Mystery Dinner at the Ice House Theatre.
Call the Pony Express National Memorial at 279-5059 for
reservations and information.

November 24 - Thanksgiving. Both museums will be closed.

November 27 - The St. Joseph Archaeological Society will
meet at 7:30 at the Pony Express National Memorial, 914
Penn Street.

November 30 - St. Joseph Museum Lighting Ceremony and
Open House, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

November 30 - Victorian Room Opening, 6:00 p.m. - 8:00
p.m. at the St. Joseph Museum.

December 9 - Pony Express Christmas Carnival from 11:00
a.m. - 4:00 p.m. at the Pony Express National Memorial, 914
Penn Street.

December 20 - Christmas Ornament Workshop for children
ages 7-12 at the St. Joseph Museum. From 9:00 a.m. - 12:00
p.m. For information call 232-8471.

December 24 & 25 - Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
Both museums closed.

December 31 & January 1 - New Year’s Eve and New
Year’s Day. Both museums closed.

St. Joseph Museum

1100 Charles Street, P.O. Box 128
St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0128
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sunday & Holidays 1-5 p.m.

Pony Express National Memorial
914 Penn Street, P.O. Box 244

St. Joseph, Missouri 64502-0244
Monday through Saturday 9-5 p.m.
Sundays 1-5 p.m.
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