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Historic
grape b:
in Missouri

Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — The 94-year-
old Stark Star grape has sur-
vived Prohibition and the .
decline of the American wine . _ ot
industry to emerge Friday in . -~ >
Louisiana, Mo., at an in-
troductory wine tasting.

Lucian Dressel, the owner
of the Mt. Pleasant Winery in
Augusta, has produced 180
cases of port wine from the
rare Stark Star grape. He
discovered the nearly extinct
grape on a one-half acre plot
in the Missouri Ozarks eight
years ago.

A catalogue published by
the Stark Bros. Nursery in sy o,
1910 described the Stark Star m g
grape as being “the hand-
somest of all grapes ... |
properly grown and ripened, !
it is an excellent table grape :
and unexcelled for wine.”

According to wine af-
ficionados, the Stark Star : : \v : em———
port possesses the qualities of e
an “‘aged Portuguese port.” Winery owner Dressel with first bottle of new port
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DROP A TEAR for William Padula, who
on Christmas Day, 100 years ago advertised
in these newspapers that he still had 100
Christmas trees for sale. ... The. national
origin of many St. Joseph residents in those
days was reflected.in Samuel Westheimer’s
advertisement — his store was at 117 South
Third Street — offering Ramsey’s Scotch
Whiskey, Jameson’s Irish Whiskey, DeK-
uyper Gin in bulk and bottles; London Dock
Jamaica Rum; Hungarian Tokay Wine, Thee-
Star Hennessey Brandy and a wide selection:
of Rhine wines.

AN EDITORIAL advised: Do not try to
drink enough to last all the year because
Christmas comes only once a year . . . “Peck’s
Bad Boy” had been presented at Bethany
and the reviewer noted it was the “thinnest”
thing that had ever struck Bethany -
“Yatsi” was the big name in corsets. An ad-
vertisement said the elastic corset yielded to
every movement of the body as well as shap-
ing the body along classic lines. The ad de-
picted the curvy corset — but not the antici-
pated contents. Who says sex didn’t invade
advertising until the 1980s?

A ST. JOSEPH VISITOR, who had made a
pilgrimage to the Little Big Horn battle site,
said he saw “Sitting Bull and his tribe”
dancing with glee around the General George
Custer Monument which marked the site
where Indians had killed 300 soldiers in 1876
... The Saxton National Bank, which had
two stone lions guarding its entrance, in-
formed the public its deposits now averaged
$1,000,000 a day and said it was capitalized
for $200,000 . . . Dr. A.S. Long offered to cure
piles at his office on Felix Street.

FRANK ENDEBROCK, at the northwest
corner of Third and Felix streets, was man-
ufacturing and selling trunks, valises and all
kinds of traveling equipment ... H. M. Gar-
lich advertised that “No housekeeper should

Yes, there was a Christmas

TIMELY OBSERVATIONS

Frederick
W. Slater

Editorial

Page Editor

be without rubber gloves . .. The Union Sta-

tion Hotel was offering a dinner which fea-
tured beef, ham, turkey, lamb, lobster, cran-
berries and buffalo tongue ... It was a time
to give gifts to the boss: Employees of R.T.
Davis Flour Mill gave their boss a gold cane
and he gave each employee “a fine, fat
turkey;” S. G. Burnes, a flour dealer, was
given an “elegant” upholstered easy chair by
his workers; members of the Police Depart-
ment presented Chief of Police Broder with a
solid gold badge, and H.C. Fischer’s employ-
ees gave him a silver porcelain-lined water
cooler.

IF YOU WANTED to buy a cane, Good-
live’s was offering a fine selection of such
walking sticks with gold, silver and ivory
handles ... Tootle’s Opera House was fea-
turing the McCaull Opera Comique Co. which
was presenting the “Black Hussar,” a mili-
tary opera with live horses ... Eddie Alben,
while hunting near Maryville, was accident-
ally shot in the knee by his brother and had
to have a leg amputated . . . Eggs were selling
for 15 to 20 cents per dozen and dairy butter
from 12 to 15 cents per pound.

A CLASSIFIED AD offered an office boy
job for a 14 or 15-year-old boy and noted
“German preferred.” ... A young man ad-
vertised for someone to teach him German. .
. The ice at Lake Contrary was reported as

100
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years ago

being five inches thick and safe for skating. .
. A news story said, “On Christmas eve, the
thoroughfares of St. Joseph were thronged
with people. Rich and poor alike filled the

‘stores and purchased presents for their

friends and kindred ... Merchants on South
Eighth Street between Messanie and Locust
Streets joined together to install a new-
fangled electric light and it was predicted St.
Joseph would soon become the best lighted
city in the West.

LON HARDMAN, the printer, had a spe-
cial on calling cards for gentlemen to use on
New Year’s Day ... There was no news from
Savannah because the telegraph wires were
still down between St. Joseph and that
community ... Residents on North Second
Street complained their sidewalks were in
bad shape ... Other citizens said garbage
was allowed to pile up in downtown alleys . . .
The first annual Switchmen’s Ball was held
at the City Hall.

THE LEGISLATURE WAS SLATED to
receive a bill establishing a Normal School at
‘Maryville ... Christ Episcopal Church and
St. Joseph’s Cathedral had special Chrismtas
serviices but many churches waited until
Sunday, the day after the holiday, to conduct
combined Christmas-Sunday services ... A
reporter said a beggar stood at Seventh and
Felix Streets and of 54 persons who passed
the corner in a short time, half gave him
money. Four hours later, the reporter added,
the man was seen, very drunk, on Edmond
Street ... The same reporter wrote a “A
little girl on Felix Street whined ‘My ma is
sick. Will you give me a penny? She got
dimes. At 10 p.m., I saw her give the money
to a great drunken beast in the shape of a
man.” _

AN ENGLISH VISITOR was so entranced
by St. Joseph that he said he would bring his
family here from Oxford.







