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involved the creation of a separate corporation which
isentitled Pony Express, Inc. - A National Memorial.
In the last issue of The Happenings in the “From the
Director” article, I spoke of the need to create two
separate budgets, one for the St. Joseph Museum and
the other for the Pony Express Museum. As a part of
both budgets, memberships will be a vital source of
our operating revenue. Even though the two
institutions are now different entities, the boards of
trustees have made the decision that all memberships
will be jointly shared unless otherwise specified by
the donor. This decision, on the part of the boards,
came about as a result of the need to separate the
membership programs of each. We wrestled with
how to handle the logistics of two separate
membership programs. We did not want to deal with
two separate membership files and our current
members probably do not want to deal with that
either. Therefore, the easiest solution was to share
the membership monies unless otherwise specified.

While we were researching the membership program
three items became very clear. One, our minimum
membership was last upgraded twelve years ago in
1978. Two, the cost of operating the museums as
well as the cost of membership benefits has increased
substantially over these past twelve years. Three, the
quality of The Happenings has been upgraded
significantly in size, quality, breadth and depth. It
has grown from a simple newsletter to a small journal
with major articles and lots of supporting photographs

trustees therefore decided to increase the minimum
membership to $25 with the next increment being
$50. A large number of our members are already
giving more than $25 and we greatly appreciate this
level of giving. I would suppose that this action may
cause a few members to drop, but I am confident that
the vast majority will understand the need and rise to
the occasion and not be offended by the increase.

We feel that the contributions the St. Joseph Museum
and the Pony Express Museum make within the
community are significant. Ourimpact on the tourism
industry in St. Joseph is very high and the educational
programs we offer through exhibits, research and
special programs contribute to the overall quality of
life in St. Joseph. You will receive a different
membership form when your membership comes up
forrenewal next time. This new form will clarify that
all memberships are family memberships and that all
memberships will be equally divided between the
Pony Express Museum and the St. Joseph Museum
unless otherwise specified.

I'sincerely thank you, and I look forward to the future
of the museums and your continued support, because
the quality of these institutions are directly related to
your involvement.

about your museums and what they do. The board of

—

THE CZECHS ARE COMING!

The Czechs are coming! Join the
Pony Express Museum in
welcoming them on Sunday, June
17. They will be arriving with the
members of the National Pony
Express Association (NPEA) who
will complete their annual reride
from Sacramento, California, by
riding into St. Joseph at 2:30 P.M.
A special welcoming ceremony
sponsored by both the Patee House

Museum and the Pony Express
Museum will be held on the front
porch of the Patee House Museum.

A NPEA rider, accompanied by
other members of the NPEA and
the six Czechoslovakian riders,
will have commemorative letters
which have been carried all across
the Pony Express trail. These
letters will be flown to

Czechoslovakia and carried on a
“pony express” ride there.

A jointcelebrationis being planned
by the Pony Express Museum and
Patee House Museum to welcome
the Czechriders. The Pony Express
Museum will have special
attractions in the stables and in
Patee Park on Sunday from 1 P.M.
to S P.M. These special attractions

3
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A TRAVEL GUIDE

ENMIGRATION NMID-1300s

In August 1988 the Oregon-California Trails Association (OCTA)
held its national convention in St. Joseph. The St. Joseph Museum
and the Gateway Chapter of OCTA hosted this event. In preparation
for the field trips to be offered during the convention, the St. Joseph
Museum staff spent many hours researching and documenting ferry
crossings and the St. Joe Road and its feeder trails from the Missouri
River to the St. Joe Road’s junction with the Independence Road.
This article on the ferry crossings between St. Joseph, Missouri, and
White Cloud, Kansas, is a partial result of the field research of
Marilyn Taylor, Heidi Hornaday, Jackie Lewin and Rich Nolf.
Marilyn and Jackie wrote the script for the tour.

Since the museum has had many requests for copies of our field trip
scripts, the staff decided it would be a good idea to publish the
research for others to enjoy. It is presented for your use in the form
of a travel guide so that you may drive your car and visit the sites
described. River mile markers are also given for those who choose
to travel by water - although this would be only an approximate tour
since in many instances the river has moved away from the ferry
sites of the mid 1800s. At the time of this writing (June 1990) U.S.
Highway 36 is being rerouted in the area around Troy. After that
construction is completed, this travel guide will be updated and
reprinted. Another article dealing with the remainder of the St. Joe
Road through Kansas will be published in The Happenings at a later
date. That article will be added to the reprint of the river crossings
travel guide.

From the MISSOURI RIVER to the IOWA, SAC & FOX MISSION
By Jacqueline Lewin and Marilyn Taylor

Before you begin the travel guide,
we would like to give you some
background information about the
Missouri River. For many years, it
was thought that the Missouri could
be ascended only by canoes since
it was too swift for oars, too deep
for poles, too crooked for sails and

too shallow for keels. Also, there
were no stable banks where tow
paths could be established. The
Lewis and Clark Expedition of
1803 did the first extensive survey
of the river. That expedition used
all of the just mentioned methods
for getting up the river.

In 1819 the first steamboat was
launched on the Missouri River.
Steamboat trade continued to grow
until the 1860s and then began a
gradual decline due to the growth
of the railroad system.

The Missouri River begins in Three
Forks, Montana, where the
Madison, Gallatin and Jefferson
Rivers converge. After a 2,500
mile journey, the Missouri joins
the Mississippi 18 miles above St.
Louis. The currentnormally flows
at seven miles an hour. Today the
Missouri River is used for both
commerce and recreation. Above
Sioux City, lowa, most of the traffic
isrecreational, but downriver from
that point, the Missouri is an
important commercial thorough-
fare.

The United States Corps of
Engineers has been working since
the 1930s to stabilize the channel
and the banks of the Missouri in
order toimprove both flood control
and navigation. Before the Corps’
work, the river meandered back
and forth in its five mile valley
between the bluffs. During aflood,
the river might seek anew channel,
cutting off one of its old loops.
This old loop would remain for
many years as a crescent-shaped
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less. Many emigrants came to St.
Joseph overland from the north
and east. However they got here,
once in St. Joseph, the Missouri
River had to be crossed. In 1852 it
cost $5.00 a person and 50 cents
perhead of livestock to ferry across
the river from St. Joseph.

Emigrants began gathering on the
banks of the Missouri River in
early spring. They would outfit
their wagons and make
preparations to begin their trip
west. During the spring of the years
in the mid 1800s, the streets of St.
Josephbecame alive with the hustle
and bustle of emigrants preparing
to cross the Missouri River and
head west to present-day Oregon,
California or Colorado or places
in between. It is estimated that
350,000 people traveled west from
Missouri River jumping-off towns
from 1841 to 1866.

The earliest emigrants' destination
was Oregon. They were families
who were looking for the
opportunities offered by a new
home. During the years 1849, 50
and 51, the peak years of westward
emigration, the St. Joseph areahad
more emigrants depart than any
other jumping off point on the
Missouri River. Before 1849 most
emigrants were leaving from the
Independence area. After 1851
Council Bluffs began to take the
lead as a jumping off point, but the
St. Joseph area continued to be an
important departure point into the
1870s. St.Joseph was particularly
active in the late 1850s and early
1860s when gold was discovered
in the Colorado Territory drawing
goldseekers to that area. The

slogan "Pike's Peak or bust!" was
a common sight around town in
those days.

The earliest wagon train to leave
the St. Joseph area was the Gilliam
party bound for Oregon Territory.
It departed in 1844 and crossed the
Missouri River at Caples Landing
near present-day Amazonia. In
1848 gold was discovered in
California causing a new type of
emigration to begin. This time
most emigrants were not going in
search of anew home. They were
going in search of gold and hoped
to return to the east as rich people.
These emigrants were usually
wagon parties of men not family
groups.

Emigrants began their journey in
the early spring, as soon as the
grass on the prairie was green and
could support their stock.
Although grass usually appeared
on the prairie as early as mid-
April, most emigrants (according
to their journal and diary accounts)
left during the first ten days of
May. Since the journey to
California or Oregon led across
both the Rocky Mountains and the
Sierra Mountains, it was important
for the emigrants to leave early
enough to traverse passes in these
mountains before snow storms
began.

There were a number of ferry
crossings on the Missouri River
between St. Joseph, Missouri, and
White Cloud, Kansas. Although
the largest number of emigrants
crossed the river at St. Joseph,
many used other ferry crossings in
the vicinity because the wait in St.

Joseph was solong. Those crossing
to the north followed feeder trails
into the main St. Joe Road. The
main road extended west from St.
Joseph to just past present-day
Marysville, Kansas, where it
junctured with the Independence
Road. To get a feeling of what the
emigrants experienced in St.
Joseph, read what they wrote in
their diaries:

April 24, 1849 - James Tate:

“St. Joseph is a very Flourishin
place at situated on the Mo. river
where it makes a great bend to the
east....”

and on May 3 Tate added:

“Went in to St. Jo and took our
place at the ferry. about 40 teams
ahead at each boat They cross
about 35 teams per day on Each
boat and some times there is great
contention about these rights, and
atalanding 5 or 6 miles above this
there was two men killed in a
conflict for their rights, this is the
finest place I have seen on theriver
for crossing an eddy on both sides,
and very narrow and good landings
on both sides. St. Jo is beautifully
situated and improving very fast,
it now has a population of 14
hundred, three churches,
Presbyterian Methodist and
Catholic.”

May 2, 1849 - John Banks:

“We arrived at St. Joseph, a dirty
town on the frontier of Missouri.
Its growth has been very rapid, but
its appearance is uninviting. Here
we begin to see what an excitement

7



oY) 1B SMODS JUSISJJIPUI AIOA OM)
NQg QIoM QIYJ, "SIUBISTWWD JY)
JO SIOA0D-UOTeM pUE SJUd)} AIYM
Ay} Pm popoads sem Anunod
Y} ‘S[[IY 29 SOI[BA JO JUIIXD JBI3
B JOAO ‘99§ P[NOD oM SE IeJ SV,

‘6v81 ‘L Ao
uo 9Joim Jynig y3noroqspion ‘f

-ydasor 1§ Suraeoy opdoad jo ssewr
9y 9JeNSN[[I OS[E SOLIBIP JUBISTWIH

.. Kep awos ooe[d je213
® 9q [[IM I ‘[[Us Ing SJURIITUW
oy} Jo aSejuBApE YOoNw OS ) Jou
pIp ordoad ayj 1 19)seJ Teop JeaId
e osu pnom ydesor 1§ uorurdo
Aw O], ‘J[eswIy Sed 9e ue 1|
SY0O0] 190 | UBW AIOAT “AYSTUM
Jo Auord pue ‘sosnoy oLIq
pULJ [ PEIISUI Inq ‘SanjUBYS W)
pue sosnoy 30[ puij 0} pajoadxd
pey [ -ooefd sy jo oouereadde
oy} e pojuroddesip 93nb
SeA\ ‘Aepol ydasof 1S 18 PIALLIY/,,

:9]0IM
uemalg seudy ‘g8 ‘¢ [udy uo

T rerqissod se 1sey se opIs IYJo
9y} 0} FuIssOIO AIdM AJU) YIIyMm
‘Q0UB}SIP QWOS 10 S333:s oy} SuT[[1)
9[11BD JO 9A0Ip J3IL[ B SeM Q1Y)
‘QpIsnq e Yons Mes JOAJU ‘IJALI 29
UMO] U} SYOO[ISA0 YoTyM ([T B dn
paY[em N0 JuaM | JuruIow SIyJ,,,

:poppe ays § ABJA U0 puy

L oATRS
0] PUAUI 10U Op A9 SPLO] I} JO
SY00] 9y} AQ 29 ‘UMO INO O} Je[IWIS
suo33em 29 UIXO AT SPIIY) OM]
uey) 210w Inq ‘9133nq 29 95eLIIed
9SIOY XIS QUIJ B 0] ‘MOLIBQ[aIYM
2 B0 puey ' woij ‘suo33em

2 swed) Jo uondrosop AI9AQ
SI QIoU], "ISIJ sSoIoe 13 [[eys
oym 33s 03 ‘Surpmord 2 Surysnd
oy} sopIseq ‘eouanbosuod oy
ST Aeop 1813 19y Y3nouo sjeoq
AJ19] JTeq J0U ST 9IoY) Inq ‘O[Iym
oY) [T IoALI oY) SUISSOID SWB],,,

:penunuod ys | e\ UQ

7 "1991S 9] UMOP dwed
S903BqMIUIA 2 SeQWIemeImed
9y) JO suerpur (Qg owos
‘aroy) Jumrem I[IYM ‘sn I0Joq
Ul QIoM YoIym Swed] JO PMOId
9} J0J SINOY 7 I0J SSOID 10U P[NOJ
nq ‘A119y 2y} 03 papadoxd oM,

162 [1dY UO 910IM [[0ZZ11] BSIPOT

‘ure3e 931e[ 9I9M SPMOID
oy pue dn payord uoneISrua 768 |

8

ur Inq ‘9som Surog srequnu Y}
ur jurod Mo[ & sem [GR] TeaK Ay,

UL I0AQ sem T 1ey) Ajijeoser
19A0 Tre pue ‘Surques 1oy aoerd
15918013 oy s1 3] "dooys se Apuey
oIe NOA 2Insse AJY) YoIym ‘sofnuu
uaYoIqUN PuE ‘UO0ISEId0 oY) 10y dn
PaKax00[ S9SI0Y UMOP USNOIq YIIM
Po[[1J oI sjoyIewW 9y [, ** * “SuIdnou
oM ST SJUBISIWO BIUIOJI[RD
90097 Aay} Aem oY) Ing -dwlII) SIY)
Je ssouIsnq Jo [eop 1818 & Jurop
pue “‘a3eqy1A € 9ynb st ydasor 118,

1910IM
s[re3uy rezeord ‘0681 ‘0¢ [Mdy UQ

Juref ojordwod
® SI JI 919y ‘(SnOoud UOISNJuod
sem (U0lZUIXQT) UAY) ISALI
AU} UQ pAIBAId SeY eIWIOJIRD)

"TS8I ‘6T 11dy uo [azz14,]
ps1poT £q paqriosap pyj 01 pj1uis Y81 D S 24m1o1d S1Y ], 4241y 14NOSSIN
Y1 §50.49 03 K442 Y] PIPADOQ SIUDASTUD Y] 2AYM 192.41§ S10UD.A] JO 100f aY1 3D
SDM Y2240 2YDUSYID]G JO yImows 2y [ (S-S YdISOf 1S Ul PaAl] OYM ISIID SSING
p ‘zanY *J ydjopny £q ¥2a.40)) aypusyov]g fo ymop ay} v SUDIPUJ 1OIDMDI0J

saayo.1y wnasnpy ydasor ‘1§




ferry, and these were being plied
from earliest day till midnight,
every day; had been so for weeks,
and from the mass here, would
continue for several weeks more.
From the principal street in St.
Jose, down 300 yds. crossing a
bridge, to the river bank, was one
dense mass of wagons, oxen, and
people, and as soon as a wagon
entered the scow, the next moved
down to the water’s edge, and the
mass in the rear closed up to the
front, affording the opportunity to
one or more lucky wagons to fall
in the extreme rear, &c. Fighting
for precedence was quite
common. . .."

John Clark, aboard the Missouri
River steamboat Midas, noted on
April 27, 1852:

“On nearing the City it shows a
glowing front with high bluffs or
baren banks to the rear. These,
with the rich valley below are
dotted with waggons, tents, horses,
mules & other stock to the number
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of 20,000 with a great portion of
other equipage. . ..”

Clark continued on April 30:

“I visited the heights to the rear of
the city where I had a full view of
the great encampment. The
numerous waggons, tents & so
many thousand head of stock on
the ground is a sight thats seldom
seen by one so old, or during a life
time.”

In the same month, on April 28,
1852, the St. Joseph Gazette
reported that:

“Hundreds of California and
Oregon emigrants, arrive in our
city daily. From present
appearances, the emigration will
be larger than it was in 1849 or
1850. We learn by a gentleman
who came through from Hanibal
by land, that the road is crowded
with teams, and hundreds are daily
crossing the Mississippi at various
points. We notice among the

Courtesy of the Huntington Library
>4 I A S

e % ff)

J. Goldsborough Bruff made this sketch of his camp in St. Joseph in early May 1849.

emigrants several families, who
go out with the intention of making
permanent settlements. The ferries
at this city, are crossing large
numbers every day. ..”

And, that same day (April 28, 1852)
Lodisa Frizzell recorded:

“Arrived at St. Josep(h) this
evening, the banks of the river &
all around the town were white
with waggons, & tents;”

On May 6, 1852, Mary Colby said:

“. . .I could not begin to tell you
how many their (are) in St. Joseph
that are going to Oregon and
California but thousands of them
it is a sight to se the tents and
wagons on the banks of the river
and through the country they are
as thick as camp meeting tents 20
or 30 miles and some say for 50
miles. . ..”

Begin your tour of ferry
crossings by visiting Houston
Wyeth Park which overlooks St.
Joseph and the Missouri River
flood plain. To reach Houston
Wyeth Park, take exit 6 B (St.
Joseph Avenue) off of 1-229
North. Go to first stop light
(Main Street). Turn left (north)
on Main to Poulin (2 1/2 blocks)
and turn left (west) on Poulin (4
blocks) to Elwood Street. Turn
right (north) on Elwood to
Houston Wyeth Park (1 1/2
blocks). This will give you a
panoramic view of the river and
ferry crossing sites near St. Joseph.

From Houston Wyeth Park look
south to the Riverfront Park area

9



Jackie Lewin

The above photo was taken from the Houston Wyeth Park overlook. The Missouri River is in the foreground. The arrow on the
left is pointing to the old riverbed (pre 1952) which is now an oxbow lake, Browning Lake. The arrow on the right is pointing
to the site at the foot of the bluffs where emigrants using Parrott’s Ferry or Duncan’s Ferry would have landed after crossing the
Missouri River. Several years later this was also the site of Belemont Landing which was in use through the early 1900s.

It more closely resembled today’s
Platte River in Nebraska in that it
was wider and shallower. It flowed
atarate of about two miles an hour
while today the flow (as mentioned
earlier) is about seven.

The 1952 flood cut the area off and
put it on the Kansas side, although
it still belonged to Missouri. This
had happened several times over
the years and had led to numerous
squabbles over who owned what
and which state got the property
taxes. Inthe late 1940s, the federal
government instructed the states
of Missouri and Kansas to establish
a permanent boundary. A
Missouri-Kansas commission
finally agreed that the permanent
boundary would be a line down
the middle of the Missouri River
channel as it was when the
agreement was reached. Even if
therivermoves (anditdidin 1952)

the boundary stays where it was
when the line was established in
the late 1940s. That is why you
have to go through Kansas to getto
the St. Joseph, Missouri, airport.

You can compare the above
photograph taken from the
Houston Wyeth Park overlook
with the view before you. In this
way you will be able to locate the
sites of Parrott’s (Puh ro) Ferry,
Duncan’s Ferry, Belemont
Landing and the old riverbed.

Parrott’s Ferry and Duncan’s
Ferry, both frequently used
crossings, were four miles up river
from St. Joseph. These ferries
may have been in operation at the
same location, but at different
dates. To get to these ferries,
emigrants had to drive across the
river bottom through a dense forest.
Diary references indicate that

Parrott’s Ferry was in operation
by the 1846 emigration and
Duncan’s by the 1849 emigration.

A March 27, 1846, St. Joseph
Gazette ad for Parrott’s ferry read:

“Ferry Notice. The shortest road
to Wholf River, the Iowa Sub-
Agency &c, by crossing at
PARROTTS FERRY, four miles
above St. Joseph. A god lot for the
safe keeping of animal
immediately at the landing. Rates
of Ferrage established by law.
Evan Parrott.”

Here are descriptions of Duncan’s
Ferry from emigrant diaries:

J. W. Berrien wrote on April 11,
1849:

“The Ferry Boatis an old flat Boat
which the passengers have to row

11
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overlook. Bonton, which means
good manners, good breeding or
high class, was named by the
French settlers on the Missouri
side. At the site where the
Jamestown Landing ferry
operated, the river channel has not
changed over the last several
hundred years. The little town of
Jamestown, whichno longer exists,
was about 3 1/2 miles to the east of
its landing. Bonton was located
approximately at 452.1 river
miles and Jamestown Landing
was near the mouth of Dillon
Creek which is between river
mile markers 453 and 454.

Drive toI-229 South by returning
to Elwood Street and turning
left on Poulin. Follow Poulin (4
blocks) to Main and turn right.
Go the 2 1/2 blocks to the stop
light. Continue on Main (4
blocks) and turn left on Jules for
1block. Turnright on Second (1
block) and enter I-229 North.
Drive along I-229 to Exit 11
(County K). As you enter [-229,
please note that this is the area
where emigrants lined up while
waiting to cross the Missouri River.

On April 14, 1849, Dr. Samuel
Mathews was camped in this area
and wrote of the muddy water of
the Missouri River:

“At length we have reached St.
Jo’s, after floating just a week on
the prolonged mud puddle, the
Missouririver. Itseemsimpossible
thatany other water can hold, either
in solution or mechanical mixture,
as much earthy matter as this. . ..”
It is good water to drink, if you
shut your eyes. . ..”

Today the water has been purified
and is, of course, perfectly safe.
Over the years, there have been
some interesting methods of
improving the water. The simplest
way was to let the water set so the
mud would settle to the bottom.
Another method was to sprinkle
dry oatmeal on the surface. The
oatmeal would sink to the bottom
as its got soaked and take most of
the mud with it. A third way was
to pour freshly beaten eggs over
the water surface. The egg film
would sink slowly and strain out
nearly all the mud. You will be
happy to know that the company
supplying St. Joseph's water today
(Missouri American Water Co.)
does not use any of these methods.

As you travel on, you can obtain a
good view of the loess (luss) soil
that makes up the bluffs. Loess
soil was produced during glacial
eras by the scraping action of
glaciers onrock. Italso came from
the dried floors of temporary lakes
and the flood plains of streams fed
by melting glaciers. Wind picked
up the fine silt and deposited it in
upland areas in the valleys of the
Missouri and Mississippi Rivers,
ineastern Oregon and Washington,
in central Europe and in northern
China. Thick loess deposits like
these are hard packed and stand
firmly in the sides of road cuts,
almost like masonry.

Continue on County K to where
it meets County T in Amazonia
(4 miles). (MILEAGE FIGURES
MAY VARY SLIGHTLY DUE
TO ODOMETER DIFFER-
ENCES.) This is about two miles
east of river mile marker 460.

At this point in our research, we
know that several ferries were
located in this vicinity. Several
rival towns sprang up here
including Nodaway City (later
renamed Boston), Elizabethtown
and Amazonia. Amazonia
survives. In the mid 19th century,
the Missouri River channel was
just across the road on your left,
and the area where County T meets
County K would have been the
river bank. Now the channel is
about two miles away. Emigrants
approached this crossing from the
south as you did, or (if they were
coming from the north or east)
down present day County T on
yourright. Following are a couple
of emigrant comments about the
landings in this area.

Isaac Pettijohn arrived at Caples
Landing April 30, 1847. He wrote
in his diary:

“Arrived at this point this day 12
mi above St. Joseph where we are
crossing and intend strikeing west
for Oregon. . .. The grass is rather
short oweing to the dry season but
the emigrants are beginning to
cross and we wish to be amongst
the fore-most.

“Amongst the emigrants are people
from all parts of the world and of
all grades but all about the same
colour it being a kind of dirt color
but full of life and glee not in the
least daunted at the long and
wearisome journey which is just
before them.”

In 1849 Israel Hale left St. Joseph
to cross at Savannah Landing. He
wrote:
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received Bank's permission to
name the new town, in Kansas
Territory, Iowa Point.

In August 1868 the MissouriRiver
flooded and changed its course
overnight. The site where Banks,
and later Pemberton and Forman,
operated the Iowa Point ferry was
left high and dry and was no longer
acrossing pointsince the river was
now one and one half miles to the
east.

The original crossing point was
almost 2 miles west of river mile
marker 482.

Banks chose this site (a couple of
miles from his ferry crossing) for
his house because a big, gushing
spring was located here. It was
one of the largest, purest springs in
the Missouri River bluffs between
St.Joseph and Council Bluffs. This
house, built in 1848, is the oldest
building in the county. It is
constructed of 2 1/2 foot thick
blocks of native limestone like that
inthe outcroppings you saw earlier.
Remains of kilns used to burn
limestone to obtain lime mortar
are located in the bluffs just behind
the house. (Limestone, crushed and
heated, produces lime which is
mixed with sand and water to make
mortar.)

Although Banks eventually sold
this house, he lived in this area
until his death in 1895 at age 84.
He is buried in the Forest City
Cemetery.

Continue on County T to where
it meets Missouri 111 in Forest
City (just over 1 1/2 miles).

You are passing though Forest City
which was laid out as a town in
1857. The first store here was
erected by Tootle, Fairleigh and
Company in the summer of 1857.
Forest City was an important river
town and hemp shipping point until
the 1868 flood when the river
moved west from this point
approximately two and one half
miles. Later, both Tootle and
Fairleigh moved to St. Joseph
where they became wealthy,
prominent citizens.

Turn left on Missouri 111 and
continue driving north on
Missouri 111 until it meets U.S.
159.

As you leave Forest City, fields
will come into view. Thanks to
today’s soil conservation practices,
the area produces an abundance of
crops including soy beans, corn,
milo and wheat. Watch for the
White Cloud grain elevators to
come into sight. They are in the
distance at White Cloud, Kansas.
You will pass through that town
later on this tour. You can get a
really good view of White Cloud
as you drive north on Missouri
111. The river has never moved
away from the town, and Main
Street still runs straight to the river
where the ferry landing was.

You will notice that a levy has
been built to contain the flood
waters of the Missouri River. This
was done after the 1952 flood when
the Missouri River was
channelized by the United States
Corps of Engineers. Along with
other water control measures, they
built levies to contain flooding.

The levy in this area was finished
in 1954 and dirt for it came from
the bluffs. A community-elected
levy district board now maintains
it.

Turn left on U.S. 159 and
continue until you cross the
Missouri River Bridge and enter
Rulo, Nebraska. Rulois at river
mile marker 498.

The Burlington Railroad Bridge
on your right was builtin 1977. It
replaced one built in 1887. The
highway bridge was builtin 1939.
The Corp of Engineers maintains
a9 foot river channel at this point.

Turn left on the first road after
crossing the bridge. This road
cuts back to the left making a
sharp turn. Then go 1 block and
turn right on the first gravel
road, Nebraska 200. Drive just
under 2 miles to a “Y” in the
road. Turn left at the “Y”’ and
continue just over 2 miles. You
are now at the Nemaha River
Bridge. The mouth of the
Nemaha River is at river mile
marker 495.

Nemahais an Indian word meaning
“no papoose.” The Lewis and
Clark Expedition camped on an
island opposite the mouth of the
Nemaha on July 11 and 12, 1804.
The following is from Captain
William Clark who with five men:

“. . .assended the River Ne-Ma-
haw about three (2) miles to the
Mouth of a Small creek. . .on a
Sandstone Bluff about 1/4 of a
Mile from its mouth on the Lower
Side I observed some Indian
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the right. This is Iowa Point,
Kansas. As previously noted,
Iowa Point is 2 miles west of
river mile marker 482.

As mentioned at the Banks house,
Iowa Point, Kansas, was laid out
in 1856 by ferry operators
Pemberton and Forman. It was the
second largest town in the territory
in 1858 (Leavenworth was first)
and served as a major steamboat
landing on the Missouri River. A
leading Iowa Point merchant said,
"It is a poor day if I don’t take in a
$1000 in yellow money. I am tired
ofhandling gold.” In 1862 most of
the town was leveled by a fire, and
the ferry boat sank. The town
never recovered from the two
catastrophes. Its fate was
completely sealed when the river
rerouted itself away from the town
in 1868.

Continue south on Kansas 7 to
U.S. 36. You will be passing this
point again later in this tour. Now
we are directing you back to the
vicinity of the Missouri River so
you may approach Mosquito
Creek, WolfRiver and the mission
area as the emigrants would have.
Turn left (east) on U.S. 36 and
drive a little over 15 1/2 miles to
the east edge of Wathena.

You are driving on U.S. Highway
36 which in its day was a major
east-west link. Built in 1923, it
was called the Pike’s Peak Ocean
to Ocean Highway. Up into the
1950s, there was even a beauty
contest to select “Miss 36,” who
ideally should measure 36-24-36.
Lately, efforts are being made by
communities along Highway 36 to

redevelop the highway as a major
cross-country route. Their most
recent accomplishment was the
designation of the portion of the
road between St. Joseph and
Washington County, Kansas, as
“The Pony Express Highway.”

It should be noted that the look of
the land has changed since the
emigrants passed through. Upon
leaving the bluffs, there were trees
only along creeks. The rolling
hills were prairie - no trees. Also,
the creeks were smaller since the
prairie grass soaked up rain like a
sponge and decreased the amount
of run-off. As soon as settlers
began to break the sod, soil erosion
became a problem.

Stop at the east edge of Wathena
where the bluffs on the north
side of U.S. 36 end.

When crossing the Missouri River
at St. Joseph, emigrants landed
near present-day Elwood. From
there they drove through six miles
of wooded bottomland and
followed Peter’s Creek (which
flows through Wathena) to a
gradual rise through the bluffs to
the prairie.

If the emigrants used the ferries
four miles north of St. Joseph, they
crossed the bottomland on the
Missouri side, landed at the foot of
the bluffs and immediately started
a steep climb. Now you will
follow that steep climb up the
bluffs.

Turn left (north) on the paved
road at the foot of the bluffs and
go about two car lengths and

turn left again onto the gravel
road. Continue on the gravel
road for just over 2 miles to
where another gravel road cuts
back and climbs the bluffs.

This is the approximate site of
Belemont, aferry landing for those
who crossed about four miles
above St. Joseph. It was
established by James Whitehead
in 1852. In 1852 the Missouri
River was immediately to your
right. This is one of the areas
emigrants landed when, in their
diaries, they mention camping in
the river bottom on the Missouri
side, crossing the river and
immediately climbing the bluffs.

Belemont was about 3 miles west
of river mile marker 451.

Turn left on the gravel road to
climb the bluffs and continue
(just under 2 1/2 miles) to the T.
Turn left (west) at the T and go
.4 mile to the crossroads (the last
2 mileisdirt). Turnright (north)
and go 1 mile to the next
crossroads.

Emigrant Hunt chose to take the
bluff road on May 7, 1849, and
described it in his diary:

“In starting up the bluffs, after
leaving the river bottoms, the
California and Oregon trail winds
around very much so that several
miles of it are closely in view at
once. The whole length of this, as
far as the eye could range, was
covered withmoving wagons, with
ox and mule trains of every variety
- whilst almost every ravine and
grove by the road-side, within a

17



*J[IW T JNOQe IALI(] A[[BA 21D
oJinbsojy ur peoy yeor) oynb
-SOJA STSIU, *(yjIou) JySra wan,
19} 0) SA[IWI 7/] T 0] (3594 ) 1J9]
win, -3[iu g/ J1oj (yp10u) JysL
wIn, “J,9Y) 03 (1w 7/ INUNUo))

"SJuRISTUW A[IB3 Y] JO 9SO} dI9M
AX319UI90 STY) UT SOARIS 1SIL) U1 1R
SAes UONJIpeI} [BO0] PUB POy J0[
*JS Y} UO PIJeOO] SII] "AISjoWd)
Ayoiry I1911n0) 9y} SI SIYJ,

*3J9[ 9Y) U0 AI3JOUW)
3y} 0} soqiut 7 Apjewrxoadde
03 pue (JS9M) 3J3] uang,

"Iy peOYy] 20( 1S Urew Ay}
pautof s3uIssord A1I9J eIUOZBWY
oY} WoIj [ren} YL, ‘PI[NS IOAU
sem 1 ‘payte[d ySnoyi[y "BUOZIIY
umoy xaded,, ay3 Jo 911s oYl ST SIY ],

o g/ 10)
(ypa0u) JySLIUIN, " I, 3Y) 03 d[TU
1 J0j peaye jysdrea)s anunuod
‘Gurured uddxq jou sey I JI

‘(e3ed 1xou oY) UO) A0L], UTINOI AY)
dn>jord pue 9¢ *§*) Uo (1s9m) 1Y
wng, ‘9¢ "S°’N 03 9ALp pue jurod
ST} 78 1Y wIny 03 Juem Aew nok
‘SurureIusaq sey I J10s peaye peol

81
JIp JO UOTOAS 1I0YS B ST AU [«
QM 7/ Joyjoue Io0j jysrea)s
Suro8 anunjuo) -IsomylIoU
Suipeoy o8prr sIyl ssoioe
Quwred [ren) [eurduo Y], "UOZLIOY
o} uo 9SPLI Y] 18 1SOMYINOS 3} 0)
1J9[ INOA 01 JJO JOO[ PUB SPBOISSOIO
oy Je doiS  °SpPeOoUssoad Y} 0)
J[IWI | JALIP pUR (JS9M) JJo uan J,

. Surwxow Furxds £12A0] ® JO
9z901q Juesea]d pue uns JYJLiq Ay}
ur ‘woy} I0A0 Juraem JeJ sAels
PaIIUN) Oy} ‘sadUBISUT AUBW UI ‘pue
poyod sjue) M ‘suo3em UdZop
® 0] 9u0 Jo dures e paurejuod ‘oI

D24 Yy 0 sffnjq daais ay1 puv puno.daiof ay;
U1 42ALL Y] DION “42A1Y LNOSSI Y3 uo SuipupT juowa]ag Jo aq o3 ysnoyy s1 sajrf wmasnpy ydasor ‘1§ ayg wiof oroyd sty |

£ ol
o g

S‘;A]l{.’).lv wnasnyy ydasor 1§

.




=

To your left as you drive along is
an often used campground on
Mosquito Creek (sometimes called
Spider Creek). For some it would
have been the first campground
after leaving the Missouri River.
Hundreds of people camped here
in the spring of the year, and
following are some of their
comments.

Isaac Pettijohn wrote on May 2,
1847:

“finished crossing our stock this
day and drove about fifteen miles
and came up with another company
of about thirty waggons. . .we are
encamped for the knight at a small
stream called Musquetoe but it is
too cold for the vermin to sing.”

One sight at Mosquito Creek was
mentioned frequently:

On April 30, 1847, C. W. Cooke
noted:

“...herean old dead Indian warrior
wrapped in his rug, and sitting
highupinan oak tree was a striking
example of the peculiar mode of
interment. . ..”

May 14, 1849 - Vincent Geiger
wrote:

“The rain fell in torrents &
continued for several hours. At
about 4 o’clock we came to Spider
Creek, a very small stream but an
excessively bad crossing. In the
forks of a tree on the bank of this
stream, about 30 feet high, there is
acoffin containing the bones, beads
&c. of an old Indian Chief who
died about 4 years ago. He was of

the Towa tribe. I got a bead from
the box.”

You should now be at the point
where a bridge crosses Mosquito
Creek. Cross it and turn left on
the gravel road and go to the top
of the hill (just under 1/2 mile).
You have turned on to a part of the
old trail. Atthe top of the hill, stop
andlook at the terrain the emigrants
had to travel in their wagons.

Emigrants camped all along the
valley, butcrossed Mosquito Creek
at the foot of this long slope. Some
wagons probably came up the more
gradual slope, but others probably
took the road you did to reach the
top. The terrain here is not as bad
as the emigrants would face in the
Sierras, but at this point they were
not “trail toughened” yet, and this
would have been a difficult area
for them to pass through.

Continue on the road until you
find a place wide enough to turn

X 2
»-Sb

GO NNS-T &

around since this road becomes
dirt soon. Retrace your route
back to the T which is Mosquito
Creek Road. Turn right (south)
at this T and drive to U.S. 36 in
Troy (about 3 1/2 miles). Turn
right (west) on U.S. 36. After
about 5 miles, at the west side of
Fanning, Kansas, you will see a
ridge on your right sloping down
tothe WolfRiver floodplain. The
trail descended this ridge on its
approach to the Wolf River
Crossing.

Also on that ridge is the Fanning
archaeological site. A 1937
excavation by the Smithsonian
Institution determined that this was
the location of a large Kansas
Indian village in the late 1600s and
early 1700s.

Continue traveling west on U.S.
36. Just less than 2 miles west of
Fanning, you will cross the bridge
over Wolf River.

Robbie Sipes

The Wolf River makes many twists and bends as it winds its way to the Missouri
River. This view of the Wolf River is just north of the emigrant crossing.
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The lowa, Sac and Fox Presbyterian Mission, built in
1846. Visited and written about by many emigrants,
it is today operated as a museum by the Kansas State

Historical Society.

Don Reynolds

(south). Go south
from the cemetery
for 1/2 mile where the
road will swing to
your left (east).
Continue east for
another .4 mile to the
first road to the right
(south). Gosouth for
1 1/2 miles. Turn left
(east) and go 1 mile.
Turn right (south)
and go 1 mile. There
isadirtroad curving
totheleft (east). Take
this road for the 1/2
mile to the Wolf

counties of northwest Missouri
including Buchanan County, the
site of St. Joseph. These six
counties were added to the already
existing state of Missouri
(statehood was. granted in 1821)
and settlers were legally allowed
to move in.

In 1854 the Indian reservations in
Kansas were diminished. The Iowa
Indians moved to what had been
the northern boundary of their
reservation on the Nemaha River
between present-day White Cloud,
Kansas, and Rulo, Nebraska, in
the area where you looked at the
survey marker. The Sac and Fox
moved to the west of the Iowa.

The Iowa, Sac and Fox
Presbyterian Mission was in use
until 1863.

Continue on U.S. 36 for 1 1/2
miles into Highland. Turn left
across from the Highland High
School. This is Main Street and
it cuts back east to the Highland
Cemetery then swings right

River Cemetery. Stop at the
Wolf River Cemetery on your
right.

Walk into the cemetery to get a
good view of the Wolf River
Valley. You are now overlooking
the Wolf River valley and another
fording site of the river.

One trail from St. Joseph took a
southern route before joining the
main trail. It appears that the
earliest trains out of St. Joseph
took this route which became the
Elwood to Marysville Territorial
Roadin 1859. Note the farm house
in the valley to the east of the
cemetery. The trail came over the
ridge behind the house and
followed a line to the northern
edge of this cemetery. The trail
was heading toward the Iowa, Sac
and Fox Presbyterian Mission.

According to Doniphan County
history books, the first nonIndian
woman buried in Doniphan County
was a Mrs. Comstock who died of
cholera in 1844 while traveling in

a wagon train, and this is the place
where she was buried. There are
10 or 12 very old stones in this
cemetery that are probably
marking emigrant burials. We do
not know if any of the stones mark
Mrs. Comstock’s grave.

Turn around and go 1/2 mile to
the T. Turn right (north) and go
to U.S. 36 (approximately 3
miles). Cross U.S. 36 to Kansas
136 and enter the grounds of the
Iowa, Sac and Fox Presbyterian
Mission.

Asnoted earlier, the mission was a
prominent feature on the early part
of the trail. It was established by
the Reverend and Mrs. Samuel
Irvin who were sent out by the
Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions in 1837. In April 1837
they joined the Iowa, Sac and Fox
in Missouri and, later that year,
moved with the Indians to their
new home in Indian Territory here
in present-day Kansas.

The building you see was
constructed in 1846. The stone
came from the area, and the brick
was made on site. A portion of the
building was torn down in the late
19th century. By 1863 the Indians
had been moved further north, and
there was no longer a need to
maintain the mission. The Irvins
moved into the town of Highland
thathad grown up near the mission.
Reverend Irvin was a prominent
citizen of the community and was
instrumental in the establishment
of Highland University which
today is Highland Community
College. The Irvins are buried in
the Highland Cemetery.
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Sargent, Shirley, ed. Seeking the Elephant, 1849: James
Mason Hutchings’ Journal of His Overland Trek to California.
Glendale: Arthur H. Clark Co., 1980.

Scamehorn, Howard L. ed. Buckeye Rovers in the Gold Rush.
Athens: University of Ohio Press, 1965.

St. Joseph Gazette. “The Emigration.” April 28, 1852.

St. Joseph Gazette. March 27, 1846.

St. Joseph Gazette. “To California and Oregon Emigrants.”
This issue also contains an advertisement for Parrott's Ferry
June 1, 1853.

St. Joseph Gazette. “The Emigrants.” May 18, 1849.

St. Joseph News-Press. “White Cloud to Recreate ‘piggy-
bank’ Ceremony.” By Allen Seifert. May 1988.

St. Joseph News-Press. “New Kansas Highway Praised as
Scenic Drive.” February 20, 1938.

Thwaites, Reuben Gold. Original Journals of the Lewis and
Clark Expedition. Vol. 1. New York: Dodd, Mead & Company,
1904.

Union Historical Company. The History of Buchanan County,
Missouri. St. Joseph: Union Historical Company, 1881.

Williams, O.P. & Co. History of Holt County, 1882. St.Joseph:
St. Joseph Steam Printing Company, 1882.

Williamson, Hugh P. “One Who Went West.” Missouri
Historical Review, (July 1963), 369-378. Complete typescript
copy of James A. Tate diary is in the Joint Collection, Western
Historical Manuscript collection and State Historical Society
of Missouri Manuscripts, Columbia, Mo.

U.S. Government Land Office. Public Land Survey. Buchanan,
Andrew and Holt Counties. 1839. Original in files of the
Department of Natural Resources, Land Survey Division,
Rolla, Missouri. '

U.S. Government Land Office. Public Land Survey. Doniphan
County. 1855. Original in files of State Archives, Kansas State
Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas.

Wojcik, Donna M. The Brazen Overlanders of 1845. Portland:
By the Author, 1976.

Jacqueline Lewin has been on the staff of the St. Joseph
Museum since 1974 and is a lead curator. 3he is
Curator of History and holds a Masters Degree with
honors in History from Northwest Missouri State
University, Maryville.

Marilyn Taylor has been on the staff of the St. Joseph
Museum since 1972 and is a lead curator. She is the
Curator of Ethnology and serves as an administrative
assistant to the director.

MUSEUM WELCOMES
NEW STAFF MEMBER

The St. Joseph Museum staff is pleased
to welcome Pamela Pritchett. Pam
began work as the administrative
secretary on November 1, 1989. She
has had an interest in the museum for
some time through her affiliation with the
Midland Empire Audubon Society where
she served as secretary for two years.

Pam is a St. Joseph native who
graduated from Benton High School in
1978. She also attended Missouri
Western where she has completed two
years as a secondary education major
with an emphasis in history. Pam’s
hobbies include birdwatching, reading,
gardening, sewing and working with the
Audubon Society.

Robbie Sipes, Curator of Exhibits
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arti-FACTS

Artifact number 468/11511 is a two-wheeled
contrivance that you probably will not see cruising
down the parkway this Saturday afternoon. It is a
bicycle called the “highwheeler,” “penny-farthing”
or “ordinary,” dating back to the late 1800s. By
today’s standards, however, this contraption can not
be called ordinary. Most modern cyclists in their
bright-colored outfits and fiberglass helmets would
have some difficulty just climbing on this bicycle.

The first ancestor of the bicycle was developed in
Germany in 1818 by Baron Karl von Draise de
Sauerbrun. Appropriatly named the Draisienne, it
was merely a two-wheeled coaster. Although it
resembled the modern bicycle, the Draisienne had
no pedals and the seated rider walked it with his feet
on the ground. In 1839, Kirkpatrick Macmillan
improved the Draisienne by adding swinging pedals
which had to be pushed back and forth like pistons.
About 20 years later, bicycle makers discovered they
could make pedals more efficient by fastening them
with cranks to the front wheel so that they could be
pumped around by a circular motion of the feet. This
invention increased speed and led to the additions of
shoe-type brakes, precursor of handlebar-operated
ones. These early bicycles had a crude “spoon” brake
or no brakes at all. The “spoon” brake was activated
by a lever on the handlebar causing it to press the tire
slowing the vehicle.

In England, the demand for bicycles - preferably
faster ones - continued to grow during the 1870s.
Manufacturers began to enlarge the front wheel to
increase the distance gained by eachrevolution of the
pedals which increased speed. To offset the weight
added to the front wheel, the back wheel was made
smaller. This was the origin of the vehicle variously
called the “high-wheeler,” the “ordinary” or, more
quaintly, the “penny-farthing” - an analogy between
the wheels’ size disparity and that of the largest and
smallest of British coins.

Highwheelers became enormously popular, and by
1878 there were 50,000 of them in England. However,

David Mead

their heyday was shortlived because they were so
dangerous. Since the rider was perched high over the
front axle (as much as 5 feet off the ground), a pothole
or bump could send him flying over the handlebars in
a “header.” In such an accident, legs and handlebars
often tangled, complicating the disaster and causing
the rider to land on his head, hence the term “header.”
When the bicycle was speeding downhill, the spoon
brakes were incapable of stopping it, increasing the
hazard. Prudent cyclists sped downhill with their
legs draped over the handlebars. That way, they
could be thrown clear of the vehicle and, with luck,
land on a hedge or some other relatively soft feature
of the landscape.

Eventually, chain drive was introduced in the bicycle,
revolutionizing the industry. The chain sprockets
could be of unequal size to provide the gearing
advantage previously attained by using adangerously
large driving wheel. Thus came the modern bicycle
- known originally as the “safety” - with wheels of
equal size. Although the modern bicycleis admittedly
safer and easier to ride, the highwheeler offers a
certain charm and challenge to the cyclist.
David Mead, Curator of Natural History
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A COMMEMORATIVE PHOTOGRAPHIC GALLERY

Sandra Aspey

Pony Express rider Richie Masoner visits the playground of Neely

School for "The Rider Comes Through" program.
David Mead

v ORGSR R i
Pat Barbosa and John Verssue, Boy Scouts from
Troop #47 of Cathedral School, decorate graves

of the Pony Express riders buried in St. Joseph.

3
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Russ Mooney prepares to ride off with te mail from Skaith Elemetary
School students.

Sandra Aspey

Neely Elementary School students place their letters in the mochila Esther Kreek and Bob Gasch entertain students
during the rider’s visit to their school playground. with Pony Express songs and stories.

Sandra Aspey

Jackie Lewin
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St. Joseph Museum Loans to

"PATCHWORK & PALMETTOS"

In February 1989 the St. Joseph Museum was contacted by the Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
(FLHS) about the loan of the Seminole big shirt in the collections of the St. Joseph Museum. FLHS
was planning a major exhibition on the evolution of Seminole folk art from the early nineteenth
century to the present. The St. Joseph Museum is always pleased to loan articles to other museums,
but before a loan is made there are several criteria that must be met. The borrowing institution must
agree to provide insurance, security and proper exhibit procedures. In the case of ethnological
material, the borrower must also agree to provide courier service for the article or articles.

As curator of collections, Bonnie Watkins worked with Don Zuris, assistant director of the FLHS,
to iron out the details of the loan. It was decided that Marilyn Taylor would fly to Fort Lauderdale
to deliver the big shirt several weeks prior to the start of the exhibit so there would be sufficient time
for photographing the shirt for the exhibit catalog. When the exhibit closes, Bonnie will fly to Fort
Lauderdale to bring the shirt back to the St. Joseph Museum.

OnJanuary 27, Marilyn flew to Fort Lauderdale with the big shirt where she was met by Susan Gillis,
Curator of Collections at FLHS. After the shirt was unpacked, Susan showed Marilyn around the
Fort Lauderdale Historical Museum where the exhibit, “Patchwork and Palmettos: Seminole/
Miccosukee Folk Art Since 1820,” will be held from March 1 to September 1, 1990. After all the
loan forms had been signed, Susan very graciously showed Marilyn around Fort Lauderdale.

“Patchwork and Palmettos” is being guest curated at the FLHS by David Blackard and Patsy West.
They had toured the St. Joseph Museum several years ago and had noted the Seminole big shirt
which was ondisplay at the time. Other artifacts in the exhibit are being loaned by individuals, Indian
families and other public institutions including the National Museum of Natural History, Washington,
D.C.; Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, New York City; Denver Art Museum and
Denver Museum of Natural History, Denver; and in Florida, the Florida Museum of Natural History,
Gainesville; Historical Association of Southern Florida, Miami; Norton Gallery of Art, West Palm
Beach and Gulf Coast Heritage Association, Ospery.

Marilyn Taylor, Curator of Ethnology

770 WET FIELD TRIP FAILED TO DAMPEN SPIRITS 77,777,

On Thursday, May 3, 1990, thirty-
four hardy people setoutat7 A.M.
on one of the wettest, muddiest,
most enjoyable field trips ever
sponsored by the St. Joseph
Museum. Maybe it was the
luxurious new motorcoach, or the
excellent lunch at Beauregard’s in
Brookfield, or the morel
mushrooms several people found

or a combination of things that
added up to a congenial and warm
atmosphere in spite of the drizzly
day. Everyone who made the trip
is to be commended for being such
a good sport about the weather.

Jane Lale, park superintendent at
Pershing State Park, met the bus at
the beginning of a nature trail to

give our group some background
information about the park and the
flora and fauna found there. We
suspected we were heading into a
muddy undertaking when Jane
greeted our group in knee-high
rubber boots. We were only about
half way along the path to the
prairie where we expected to view
some wildflowers when the mist
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School children frolic on

students visit the museum annually during the spring.

the rm‘ lawn f the St.J oseph M useum. Several hundred elementary sool |

JOIN THE ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM!

The St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Museum are cultural institutions established for the
purpose of preserving our history. We strive to provide top quality interpretive exhibits, preserve
our priceless collections and act as an educational resource for our community and beyond. Our goal
isto keep abreast of current exhibit techniques, provide educational programs for youth and continue
our work in the areas of collection and research. To succeed, we need you. You can contribute
through a donation of your time (as a volunteer), materially (adding to our collections), or your
membership donation (monetary contribution) Together, we make the St. Joseph Museum and the
Pony Express Museum institutions we can all be proud of. All monetary contributions are equally
divided between the St. Joseph Museum and the Pony Express Museum unless otherwise specified.

BENEFITS OF MEMBERSHIP:

Members of the St. Joseph and Pony Express Museums have the benefits of receiving museum
publications, free admission throughout the year, museum gift shop discounts, discounts on museum
sponsored field trips. Members also have the opportunity to attend “Members Only” events such as
exhibit openings, autograph sessions and tours of storage areas. Members may also receive
American West magazine at a reduced rate or FREE with a donation of $100.00 or more.
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Your Name (s)

Address Box No.
City State Zip
I wish to make the following membership donation:
__$1000.00 Patron __$100.00 Donor I wish to help by pledging to donate___hrs. per
__ 500.00 Fellow - __ 50.00 Subscribing eek.
__250.00 Sponsor _25.00 Sustaining I prefer (time) on (day of
week).
Museum or Pony Express Museum and mail t0:  piease call me at (phone #)
ST. JOSEPH MUSEUM at (time of day).

11th and Charles Streets

St. Joseph, Missouri 64501 NOTE: If you have questions, please call the St.
I wish to help materially. I have a Joseph Museum at 232-8471 and ask for the
(Historic)(Ethnological)(Scientific) material Coordinator of Volunteers to make an

1
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
|
= Please make your check payable to the St. Joseph
|
1
1
1
1
1
‘ contribution which I would like you to consider.  appointment.
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