L)

B B o e » g

about tiuo hundred rerrs agc TR i e o ghedaned anok,

Back

did not
el h i W
even

IrPence

In those days -
g0 across the m

up the Ottaua and wes

ré the irstd junetion-
one branch turnsd nor eot b its weoctern de, The main
1l ine, however, continued wes 2 Lleland and followed

the Door Peninsula shore to Fort loward - _ en DBay- and aeross
the state by way of the little Fox Rive- to Frairie du Chein. was a
big junection point because there weres nunerous fur troders up and doun
the Mississippi and also across the wests nlairn A1l these knichts of
the wilderness made a trip each surm » Mack : deliver their
furs and get a new supply of trade moods r the next
winter,

The main line of this tr~rri

Mackinac and Fort Howard, Fo most of its Jensth there were numerous shew
ltered spots well fitted for carming, the best of which was Hagle Island
near Ephraim, but between Fish Creek ang Little Sturgeon was a stretch of
rocky exposed shore unsuitable for campi excent for one little h:

This was Egg Harbor, Here was a small sheltecred s2nd besch where

canoes could be pulled up, Being the only suitable camn site for a distance
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of almost thirty miles, it was rmch in use. It is not known what name
had, in the early years. but the Honor=ble Henry 3. Baird of Greon Bay told
how it got its present name. He writes:

e
"In the summer of 1825, Mp. Rolette, a promi furtrader, arrived in Green
Bay from the Mississippi with three or four 7e boats, on his annual VOY =
age to Mackinac, with the returns from his year's tra

b £
de, Since there was

no vessel at Green Bay, he kindly offered pagsage on his o My,
and Mrs, Bazird, then "young Tolks" who resided in Groen Bay - Were angXe
n &

ious to visit llackinzc., On a fins morning
River and proceeded along the east shore o
good tents,
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a large quantity
the "Commodore!

b
of eggs. On the cond day a (
(Mr, Rolette) to o ashors for dinner. The boats were t.en abreast of Bgg
Harbor, until then without a name, Un board Lhe Commodorets boat, there werse
besides himself, Ir, :nd rrs, o-ird, and nins Conadian bostmen or voyagseurs,
as they were c=lled, On snother of the bo: c two youn§ men, clerks in

of whom 1

the employ of lr, ;
vwas the son of Johnr

of boatmen. Mr, Kin
settler at Chicago,
It waw the etiquette on those voyages, where several boats were in company,
that the principal person ex or owner toolr the lead, Sometires, however,
8 good-natured strife would arise between the several crews, when etiguette
was lost sight of in the endeavor %o outstrip each other and arrive first
at the land ,,. At the entrance +o the n rbor, Mr, Kinzie's boat came along=-
side ths Commodore, with tho evident intention of running ahead of him, Mp,
Rolette ordered it back; but instead of obeying, the crew in the boat,
urged on by lMr, Kinzie, redoubled their efforts to pass the Commodore, and
as a kind of bravado, the clerks held up en  O61ld. broom. The Commodore and
his crew could not 3tand this. The mess baskets were opened and brisk dige
charge, not of balls but of eggs, was made uvon the offenders, The abtack
-~ wWas soon returned in kind, It became necessary to protect tho only lady on
board from injury, which was accomplished b covering her with a tarraulin,
- The battld kept up for some time, but at lenrth the “ommodore triumphed and
the refactory boats were obliged to fall bock. Whether this was the result
- of superiod skill of the marksmen on boar: 5 Cor
ailure of ammunition on the other, is not now
The boats the men presented & rather unusual
fact
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