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The big blus ox, named Babe by advertising executives,
grew so fast he broke out of a barn avery day.

was paging through vellowed scrapbooks of early
twentieth-century newspaper clippings, searching for
lirst-person accounts by lumberjacks. A string of irrel-
evant headlines like “Mull, Long Since Abandoned,

—— Was Town’s Beginning” had lulled me half-asleep.
The murky photos that accompanied them—wooden loggers
posed next o stone-faced oxen. formal portraits of equally
stone-faced pioneers—only increased my boredom. Scanning
page after page, my mind was growing soft and mushy, like the
sawdust-covered Floors of those long-abandoned lumber mulls,
My head witered on my shoulders and 1 was about to nod of
when a lovely voung woman looked up from the page. She was
staring directly into the camera, her face framing an enigrona e
smile. The headline read, paradoxically, *Extracts from Paul
Bunyan Yarns™
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A choreboy turns a grindstone so Paul Bunyan can sharpen his
saw. By the time the choreboy went & full tum it was payday again,

The heroic logger Paul Bunyan is the best-known character in
American folklore, He was said to be “a powerful giant seven
feet tall and with a serde of seven feet™ who cleared North
Dakota of its forests, dug Lake Superior, and started the Mis-
sissippi River flowing.! More than a thousand books describe
his explotis—never mind the andio recordings, videos, carwons,
comic books, and musical scores, or the half~million Web pages.
Restaurants, stores, statues, amusement parks, festivals, and
resorts from Maine to Cahformia bear his name. For more than
a century, Bunyan's immense size and strength epitomized raw,
masculine power and persenified our natonal ambitions.

S0 why was a young woman staring up at me from the
Faded newspaper? “As promised with the last lnmbering arti-
cle,” the text began, “we are giving today extracts from the
Paul Bunyan Legends by Miss K. Bernice Stewart of the Uni-
versity of Wisconsin . . . Miss Stewart is no novice in matters
periaining to logeing camp life. Her father was a timber cruiser
in Northern Wisconsin and Michigan and as a yvoung girl she
herself spent several winters in camp, Becoming interested in
the yarns which the typical old time woodsmen were accus-
tomed to relate for the benelit of any tenderfoot who might be
present, Miss Siewart has for some vears past been making a
careful study of the subject. As noted belore, it was only a few
mimths ago that she made a trip to Ean Claire and vicinity in
search of material along the same line

Those “typical old nme woodsmen™ were actually the Hell’s
Angels of their day—with axes. Their drinking, brawling, and
violence struck fear into the heart of many a small-town shop-
keeper every spring when they emerged from the woods, How
did a temale undergraduate dare to travel through remate log-
ging camps asking to hear their private jokes? What becane of
her research? And what part did she play m creatng America’s
most famous legendary character?

These questions led me from the dusty stacks of the Wis-
consin Historical Sociery’s librarv in Madison to the sun-
splashed hills of western Massachusetts. They took me
elbow-deep into boxes of century-old manuscripts and sent me
flashing through the latest digital research tools. The trail of
Bernice Stewart and Paul Bunyan turned out to be more
intriguing than I conld have imagined, and proved that Wis-
consin sits at the center of the Paul Bunvan legend.

The Collectors

Stewart was born on May 13, 1894, and spent her girlhood
moving from town to town in northern Wisconsin, Her father,
Harry Stewart, made his living estimating the market values
of large tracts of forest for lumber companies, Timber cruisers
like Stewart mapped their clients” land, monitored it 1o make
sure it wasn't being cut by others, and handled local legal and
financial obligations fior the companics.” Harry Stewart spent
much of each vear roaming through the northern wilderness,
and he oceasionally brought his family along. As a girl of nine,
Bernice accompanied him on a trip throngh the forest, staving
in logging camps and meeting lumberjacks. Eventually the
Farmly settled in Antigo where, in 1K), as a high school jumior,
Bernice placed second in a statewide writing contest. This
probably helped her gain admission w the University of Wis-
consin in the fall of 1912,

Stewart became active in women’s athletics and joined the
staff of the Daily Cardinal, the student newspaper. She worked
as a reporter for its “Woman's Page,” helping to publish stories
about suffrage, women’s working conditions, pensions for
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mothers, and the anti-war movement (the rest of the paper,
written by men, was largely about sports and fraternities),
She was also an outstanding student, served as guest edator of
various magazines, and was clected 1o Phi Beta Kﬁppii.'-' In
her freshman year, Stewart wrote a paper for English pro-
fessor Homer A, Wait (188419481 abourt the Paul Bunvan
tales she'd heard as a child.

Watt had graduated from Cornell in 1906 and won a grad-
uate fellowship at Wisconsin the following vear, After earming
his doctorate, he joined the Madison English faculty in 1909,
His research was traditional: is dissertation was on an obscure
Elizabethan dramarist, and he later published a guide 1o Shake-
speare’s plays and compiled a Dictionary of English Literar ure.”
He was also an innovative teacher and a generous mentor. He
encouraged students to write about thear own observations and
experiences, and urged faculty to give a more sympathetic
reception to smdent writings, “which are o ofien only riddled
by an ogre with a blue pencil.”” Wart was intrigued by Stewart's
paper on the Paul Bunyan stories and by 1914 hath student and
teacher were enthusiastically wacking down the rales,

Paul Bunyan’s Origins
At the time, oral versions of the Bunyan stories had been
circulating in Great Lakes logeing camps for about thirty vears
b were hittle known 1o the outside world, 5o far, the earliest
reliably-dated account of a Bunyan tale came from Bere Taplin
of Wantoma, Wisconsin, in 1938 who told local newspaper H. J.
Kent in 1938, that he,

first heard these yarns in the wineer of "85 or "84, in
the Manson camp north of Tomahawk | .. A eruiser by
the name of Bill Mulhollen, in the employ of a lamber
company at Turtle Lake, near Saginaw, Michigan, sisited
the Manson Camp on a trip from the Wisconsin
Chippewa country, and Mr, Taplin accompanied him on
his search for good tdmber.

Mulhollen spent three mights in camp, and held
Taplin's bunkmates spellbound with a steady flow of sto-
ries about the legendary lumberman . . . These varns,
says Mr, Taplin, were related with an air of authentcity,
their “amperage” increasing with the crulser’s stay, Not
unl it was dme e o on the lase mghe did his buank
mates realize how engagingly they had been taken for a
“sleigh-ride,” at which time they hurled overshoes and
everything else that was handy ar the _3h'||;"r.f'-mﬂr::r.iri

Taplin's recollection is corroborated by another Wisconsin
logger who was in the same area about the same dme, “In the
summer of 1886,” H. J. Kent reported, “Jim McKeague of
Wauntoma worked on the road at Tomahawk, when there was
harely a bulding there on the Fourth of July. When he returmed
in the winter, the town had built opowith 17 saloons, 2 brothels,

Doty Fdgaes Gy Ll Fetsraar 3, 5097

Left: Miss K. Bernice Stewart collected Paul Bunyan stories as a
student at the University of Wisconsin, She was first intrigued by
the Paul Bunyan tales she heard as a child visting the lumber
camps where her father worked.

Right: Homer A, Watt provided scholarly analysis for the tales
collected by Bernice K. Stewart and also arranged to get the
stories published.

and several stores, He was a clerk in Jack Clark’s double-frons
store, and heard Bunyan stories there.” Afier talking with other
retired Wisconsin logzers, Kent told Charles E. Brown that,
“Bunyan stories were not current in camps south of Marshfield,
bt were congenial 1o the regions of heavier pine and probably
travelled with choppers rather than mill workers.™?

About the same nime, Engene Shepard (16854-1923), a imber
cruiser who was well-known as a raconteur and prankster, was
also telling the Bunyan tales in the same region. Shepard firse
entered the Wisconsin woods in 1871, and for the next three
decades spent much of each vear cruising the wilderness. He
gained a wide reputation as a storyteller, especially of the Bun-
yan tales, even claiming more than once that he himself had
invented Paul Buryan. '

Shepard never let facts interfere with a good story [or self-
promotion), and didn’t hesitate to fabricate details, plagiarize
other people’s work, or fashion elaborate hoaxes, His claim of
creaing Bunyan is almost certainly false, but he did dissenn-
nate the siories widely on his ravels. Shepard was. as his obit-
wary put it, “one of the original Paul Bunyan boosters™ and for
decades he told the tales to audiences all across the lnumhbering
region, from Michigan to the Pacific Northwest,"!

Although some writers have asserted that Butrean was born
in Wisconsin, there is no conclusive proof to support this claim,
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Laggers skidding with oxen,

There is also no reliable evidence tor the often repeated asser

tion that Bunyan came west into the Grear Lakes with loggers
from New England, New York, and the Canadian Maritimes.
Motls in many of the stories undoubiedly traveled from East
to West, and some were used as early as the eighteenth cen-
tury in other American folktales. But the character of Paul
Bunyan was invented in the Great Lakes region after the Civil
War, Berween the mid-1880s and 1900, stories about him were
certainly wld in Pennsvlvania, New York, Ontario, Minnesota,
and the Pacific Northwest, probably spreading simultaneously
east and west from the Great Lakes, Most lumberjacks moved
to a new camp each fall, and large numbers traveled through-
out the entire region many tines during the years when the
Bunyan tales [ivst circalated,

How Tales of Paul Bunyan Were Told
Bill Mulhellen’s performance in Tomahawk during the win
ter of 1885 1886 was not typical of how the stories were usu-
ally wold. References to Bunyan usually consisted of short,
passing quips improvised on the spot, rather than full-fledged
narratves recited to a passive audience, “Anv orews duat 1 ever
came in contact with in the woods, or any place else,” recalled
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William Laughead, who worked in the forest around 1900,
“wouldn't let any one man monopolize the conversation very
long.” Instead, lnmberjacks “would be likely to pass fragmen-
tary remarks about Paul between themselves, like a hand-hall,
for their effect upon the umnitated.” They were typically used
tr test the gullibility of new recruits who were fresh from the
family farm or big city, Speakers would deliberately leave open-
ings for others o step in and expand the story with a slightly
grander exaggeration, tongue planted firmly in cheek and with
an eve on the reaction of the gr-\:cu]t:ml*tas.u

On some oceasions, however, loggers would deliberately
spin out long Bunyan tall tales in recreational lving conrests,
P. 8. Lovejoy, who first heard them in Michigan abour 1901,
reported that, “None of the old-tmers ever laughs, either in
telling or listening, and they often wrangle solemnly aver
details. “That weren't the way T heern it," one would say, and
then would follow another version, whether tradiional or
improvised om the spot it is sometimes difficult wo @]l A retired
Wisconsin logeer recalled about 1927, “T can see old Gus Hen-
dricks now. He'd be lying quiet an’sall in his bank senin®. By
and by he'd raise up, “Did you every hear this one he'd say,
and then he'd tell one to beat all the rest, "™

0
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Paul Bunyan and Babe hauling off an entire section of lumber

Here is a typical Bunyan story, in the words of the lnmber-
jack who supplied it to Bernice Stewart and Homer Warr:

Paul B Driving a large Bunch of logs Down the Wis
consin Biver When the logs Suddenly Jamed. in the
Dells. The logs were piled Two Hondred feet high at the
head, And were backed up for One mile up river. Paul
was at the rear of the Jam with the Blue Oxen And while
he was coming to the front the Crew was trying to break
the Jam but they couldent Budge 1, When Paul Arrived
at the Head with the ox he old them o Stand Back. He
put the Ohxin the old Wisc, in front of the Jam. And then
Standing on the Bank Shot the Ox with a 303 Savage
Eifle. The Ox thought it was flies And began to Switch
his Tail, The taill commenced to go around in a crcle
And up Stream And do you know That Ox Switching his
tail forced that Steeam o flow Backwards And Eventu-
ally the Jam floated back Also. He wok the ox out of the
Streamn, And let the Stream And logs go on their way. "

Some of the Bunyan tales revolved around amazing feats of
strength or skill, such as Bunvan blowing down trees when he
shouted to his crew, Oihiers described the inmmense size of his
lngring operation, which included a three-story cook shanty
where railread cars were needed o serve food and loaves of
bread were as large as bunkhouses. Their humor often turned

RISt A T
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Mid-twentieth century ceramic plate
bearing an image of Paul Bunyan

omn logteal impossibilities such as a circular river with no outlet,
o an athletic logger who could cros wide rivers in only three
leaps, Others employed sophistcated humor worthy of Lewas
Carroll: “At Round River in section 37 there was a forey of land
shaped like a pyramid,” Charles E. Brown was told, “with a
heavy growth of tmber on all ofis sides. To see o its wop "ok
a week,' It was ‘as far as twenty men’ could see.” > Others fea-
tured blood-thirsty animals such as the hodag and the hide-
behind, deliberately intended to terrify innocent recruits who
were intinidated by the primeval forest, 1

Although many Bunyan anecdores contained motifs which
had appeared long before in traditional American folkeales,
others were inside jokes with punch-lines that depended
entirely on fechnical knowledge of logging and its jargon,
Berause the tales were told inan all-male cinaromment abont
a masculine hero, a number of them revolved avound Buanvan's
private parts, sexual prowess, and ability o get drunk, all in
proporion to his gargantuan physicque,

*aul Bunyan represented logoers” idealized version of them-
selves—massive i size, amazngly strong, clever at problem-
solving, courageous i the face of adversity, capable in any
emergency, and good-natred with comrades, The rales
enabled them w obliquely address the fiears chey harbored as
they risked their lives daily at one of America’s most hrueal
oceupations, Frosthite and exposure were constant comparn-
1ons, since miost of the work was perforined in mgd condifons
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where thermometers often dropped far below zero, The chance
to instantly lose a limb or sever an artery was ever-present. As
late as 1907 almosi twetity perceril of Wisconsin's industrial
accidents happened in the woods or saw mills. A Washington
state commission, alier evaluating workplace injury statstics fu
19101915, concluded that logging was a more deadly occupa-
tion than warfare, The Bunvan rales allowed men who endured
extreme hardship and risked death every day to fantasize that
things could be far worse and vet stll come out right.”

Maost logeers’ stories, however, were not about Burnyan al
all. Woodsmen had a very rich folklore, but most of their tales
were about deceitful bosses, notorions brawls, famous tragedies,
or personal fears of swength, Many redred  lomberjacks
reported i the 1930s and 194k that they had never heard a
single Bunyan anecdote in the woods, Some who couldn't
recall Bunyan tales told the very same stories about other char-
acters, such as the French-Canadian logrer Joe Muflreau, By
1920, when railroads had long-sinee replaced oxen and steam
engines had supplanted muscle power, woods workers had
almost stopped talking about Bunyan alt n;_tc*.lhvr.m By then,
thanks in part to Bernice Stewart and Homer Watt, the tales
had been collected and printed.

Collecting Tales of Paul Bunyan
In a leter dated June 10, 1916, Homer Warte described how

he and Bernice Stewart were trying to gather the tales: = .. with
the active assistance of one of ey studlents, Mass Seewart, who
has lived all her hife in the woods of Wiseonsin and MMichigan,
I have been for two years collecting lumberjack tales and leg

ends . . . Miss Stewart is especially well equipped o gather the
materials; not only has she lived for years in the north woods,
but her father is an old lumber crmser and her circle of
acquaintances is wide,” Wart also intended to write to "mem-
bers of English Departments in northern unbeersities and to
lumbermen in all parts of the north, with a form letter request

ing additicnal informaticn concerning the legends and songs of
the lumber camps. In this way 1 hope to cover a very wide
v of country and deternuine the distribution of the mate-

S

rial and other mateers E:ll.t’llllijl. interest,
[n the same June 1916 letter, Watt noted that “Miss Stewart
lzaves for the Eau Claire and Chippewa River districts as soon
as Comumencement s over (she graduates this vear) and will
engage i a month's stody of the earky days of hunbering and
of lumber-camp tales and songs. Although our plans are not
VEL Coll L|]l|'[|*| ] for this '|:I'i.E] we have been thin kiﬁg c:i'u:-,'ln;-_'" a dic-
taphone on the visits to old hanber men so that an actual
record in dialect may be made of some of the tales and songs.”
It was on this trip that she met William Bardetr, editor of the
ardcle that had first canght my eve. No recordings. or, indeed,
any other field notes by Stewart and Warn, have been found,
Watt 1y b _ieﬁm*ll Steswart on some of thege |'|1H|*|'15||g
trips, since his obimary reported thae she had “arranged for

i-
%.

Weadeut depicting Paul Bunyan with a calf that would grow to be
the legendary blue ox

him to visit the logging camps. There he heard many tales
about Bunyan.” In surviving documents she 1s more often men
tioned as the person with connections o mformants, and was
probably the chief collecror. He, on the other hand, probably
arranged for their scholarly publication and provided the crit
ical and sche |]'dt'|:t.' :!t1<||.].'4i:-, that 'rl,f':'m'l'llj'r'llﬁt'll the stories when
r]ll":.' Wers tTl'l'lél]l.:.' ]_'II"-|I|.|I:':I:1.2I- ! [I]]i“ E_:ll'l!'ll'l':'i'}j h{'gﬁu 'i[l. ||||:'. ST
of 1913, when Stewart and Watt were asked 10 give a presen
tation on their research at the annual meeting of the Wiscon
sin Academy of Ars, Sciences, and Letters, This was expanded
into a thirteen-page article summmarizing their fimdings for the
1916 volume of the .'-"L-:':ql_lﬁ1‘1]}".~‘: Transactons {ach Iil”}' m iblished
in March, 7.7 In its introduction they summarized their
methods this way:

The tollowing swdy of lumberjack legends has grown
ot of a livtle collecnon of these tales made in the lnmber
camps by Miss Stewart, who for yvears has heard the sto-

ries told by the lumberjacks of Wisconsin and Michigan,

WO '|'|.'.'|.'||fﬁl'rlI1Hir||l;‘ill]l'\,1lr£
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Paul Bunyan and Babe walk through cleared land, Babe toting
several people on his back.

Recently by corresponding with and interviewing him-
bermen and others who are or who have been intmately
connected with the lumber-camps we have added to the
original collection a considerable number of new legends,
besices many different versions of stories already in our
collection, and a grear deal of miscellaneous information
about the hero, Paul Bunyvan, and his blue ox. Some of
these stories, as st be expected of any such series, are
tor coarse tor ]'IIII‘IH('J'I'-IIIIL. It has seemed to us, however,
that for the most parct the tales are quite wholesomme; per-
haps the circumstances under which they were collected
have automatically excluded those of the rougher type.

The sources whom they thanked were “Mr. B, R Taylor,
Mr, M, W. Sergeant, and Mr, Hareld Stark, studemis in the
University who have recently lived in the lamber districts of
northern Wisconsin, and who have heard Panl Bunyan tales
from boyvhood, to by, Douglas Malloch of Chicago for a copy
of his poem, The Round River Drave, a metrical version of

WHi Iniseo 157074
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Eugena Shepard drawing of a primitive and frightening
Paul Bunyan
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Loggers occasionally had time for music and jig-dancing, when not
waorking or spinning tales about Paul Bunyan.

some of the tales which was published in The American Lumn-
Berman for April 25, 1914, to the Red Fiver Lumber Compaty
of Minneapehis, Minnesota, and 1o lumbermen and others who
have sent us material from the lumber districts,” They also
reported that they had collected rales from Langlade County,
along the Flambeau and Wisconsin rivers, and from northern
Minnesota. Through correspondence they had also gathered
others from hunberjacks who magrated west to Oregon, Wash-
ington, and northern California,*

Stewart and Watt printed about twenty-five Bunvan tales,
almost hall of which were previously unknown o readers,
Their work was the first effort to systermically collect the oral
tradition in which America’s greatest folk hero was born,
Almost every Bunvan editor since then has eited their stories as
the most rustworthy and autheniic versions of the folkrales wld
in nineteenth-cenmry logging camps,

Paul Bunyan Tales in Print
Stewart and Watt preserved the Bunyan tales just as the sto
ries began to undergo a revolutionary transformanon, For
thirty yvears they had been improvised alond in conversations
among illiterate logeers in isolated forest bunkhouses, Unlike
American Indian creaton narratves or the legends of King
Arthur, there was no stable collection of Bunyan myths that

oA

W Lo

Loggers in a cramped bunkhouse

passed from one memorv-keeper to the next. Every story
changed with every telling: the tales were modified with each
new attempt to scare greenhorns or out-do fellow hars, But
when Bunyan moved out of the woods onto the printed page,
all this changed. The stories were reshaped tor polite, educated
reacers and permanently fixed on paper in radically new
forms.

The earliest publication of any Bunvan stories [unknown
to scholars unal now) appeared in the “Caught on the Bun™
column in the Duludh News Thibune on August 4, 1904, This
very brief piece was followed six vears later when ], E. Rock-
well published a collection of more than twenty tales for the
Milwaukee-based natore magazine Cuters Book in Febrary
1910, The Chrters Book was a popular monthly like Field and
Stream that specialized in stories about camping, fishing, and
hunting, Although it had a nationwide circnlation of 41,000
ar the time, only one copy of the February 1910 issue appears
tor survive in Aunerican libranes. Rockwell's artcle almost cer
tainly included tales from Wisconsin loggers, and also
deseribed BEugene Shepard's famous hodag hoax of 1856,
Rockwell’s tales were quickly reprinted in the Washington Post
and the Wisconsin Stare Jouwrnal, which brought them o the
attention of more than 70,000 readers. [t was the first time
Bunyan reached a national audienee.
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The mess hall at Paul Bunyan's camp welcomes trainloads of coffes, tea, and soup to feed a hungry crew and the gigantic lumberjack.

About the same time, a handbul of different Bunyan tales
were published in the Oscoda (Michigan) Press (1906) and in the
Detroit News (19107, Galled “Round River,” these Michizan tales
were thonght untl now to be the earliest printings of the stories
and were widely anthologized and often cited by scholars. They
were originally collected by former  lomberman James
MacGillivray from timber cruser Jummy Conm (1670 19400,
who had worked m the Saginaw region at the mrn of the cen-
tary, ciie historian has argued that Conn's model for them was
a French-Canadian logger named Joe Fournier (1845-1875).%

No other Bunyan tales appeared in prine until 1914, when
a few were used as filler in the tade journal American Lum
hermar, That same vear the Red Biver Lumber Co, created an
arvertising campaign around Bunyan's image and exploits, It
fell flat on its face becanse most of their customers—sawmill
managers and lumber wholesalers—had never heard of Paul
Bunyan. During World War 1, a more ageressive Red River ad
campaign Nnally took off, and between 1922 and 1947 they
distributed more than 100,000 booklets containing various ver-
sions of the Bunyan tales. Babe the Blue Ox, a5 well as several
other familiar characters were invented by Red River ad exec
uiives rather than by lnmberjacks. The Red River Co. tales
were picked up by Eastern magazines in 1923 and 1924, the
firse commercial books about Bunyan appeared in 1924 and
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1425, and the first children’s collection in 19275 By the mid
1920} Paul Bunyan had become famous,

Forcing the oral Bunyan stories into printed form during the
1920)s mposed certain comvendons on them, Where working-class
logegers had onee argned with one another about Bunyan around
bunkhouse stoves, educated middle-clas magazine readers sat
passively in comfortable lving rooms. Instead of lnmberjacks
pulling greenhorns’ legs with private jokes that changed shape like
arnochas every time they were told, professional writers had o sell
commercial fiction in predicrable narratve formars, Simply by
bemg printed in a newspaper, magazine, or book, the Bunyan
tales were frozen in time, stabilized, in a way thar the spontaneous
l:'\'I'I“.i'ill _I(J]':ﬂii s |]|[ a](:l'll.(] itl ]( ]L’ﬁ'i_]']i"t-_" I:'él[[l_'[_:-‘; i_'l::lll,]f] [ £ ]11':_

Printing the tales also enabled editors to expand them into
conventional short stories with a full cast of colorful charac-
ters. Well-rounded Bunvan narratives in polished prose (and
sommetimes embarrassing attempts at dialect or verse) Nooded
the market. This led Eau Claire historian William Bartlett to
complain in 1927 that, "Maost of the more lengthy recitals are
extremely tresome, containing, as they do, so little of the orig-
inal, genuine material and so much of the musings and imag-
mations of their authors, ™"

When the Bunyan stories appeared in print they were cen-
soved for the first tme. In 1925 no ]]rlEJHﬂh:‘t' would have dared
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A hyper-afficient Paul Bunyan skids a log
as loggers try to cul it on the run.
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to print the dirty jokes of hunberjacks. By the tme that gov-
ernment bans and publishers’ self-censorship had eased forty
vears later, all the loggers who had once told the sexual and
seatologieal Burmvan tales had carried them to ther graves,
The mevitable consequence of publishing the tales for urban
readers after 1920 was that Ihn;\_.' were Cleaned L and embel-
Lished, Like a logger who washed, shaved, and bought new
clathes when he left the forest for town in the spring. Atier Paul
Bunyan arrived on the printed page, he was never the same
again, Bermee Stewart and Homer Watt had collected and pre
served the tales just before the giant lumberjack was cnvilized,

The Legacy of Stewart and Watt

AStewart and Wart intended to publish their research as a
book that would also analyze a large number of the Bunyan
tales they collected. Watt asked readers of thewr 1916 artele to
send him more stories, and as late as April 1917 Stewart was still
collecting new ones, She was asked 1o speak again at the Acad-
ey’ annual meeting that vear and allowed William Barleu
to print their rales in the Ean Claire newspaper, but no book
ever appeared.” In the spring of 1916 Wart was offered a fac-
ulty position at New York University and he left Wisconsin early
in September. The folktales of lumberjacks probably seemed
less important in Greenwich Village than they had in Wiscon-
sitr. Watt eventually became chair of the New York University
English Department and a mentor to novelist Thomas Waolfe, ™

Bernice Stewart was graduated in_June of 1916 and took a
job with the umversity press service which kept her so busy that
she had “almost been obliged to forget Paul 1111113‘:3:1.:'2': She
fell in love with a returning World War T veteran named
Alexander Gamplell, married him, and seuled i New Yook
Ciaty. After her husband retired in 19533, they moved o San
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Paul Bunyan's Cook Shanty, built in 15961, 1= located on highway 51
in Minocgua.

Diego, where she died on May 8, 1975, She appears never o
have written another word about Bunyan,

Watt, on the other hand, never forgot Paul Bunyan. While
teaching undergraduates, running an acadermic department,
advising Thomas Wolle, and pursuing his own rescarch, he
wrote “a sort of bed-rime storv or series of stories in a frame™
under the title “When Gran'pa Logged for Paul” for a high
school lterature textbook. The grandiather m the prece 15
called *Gran'pa Stewart” and the lirtle boy to whom he tells the
tales 15 Harry Stewart—the name of Berrmce’s father, At the
time, both of them were living in the New York arca and i0's
possible he knew that she had children of the right age w
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encounter the textbook in their classes, Wait also contributed
twenty Bunyan rales o Lewis Wann's 1933 textbook, The Rise
of Realism, lamenting in his commentary that popularizers
had “sometimes destroyed the mood and tlavor of the Burwan
tales by sentimentalizing or otherwise distorting them, ™™

Ten vears later Wate correctly prediceed that the audience
for Bunyan tales would soon be the very young, © . . . and that
only in children’s stories will he remain, like Jack the Gian
Killer. There 15 no reason why America should not ulamately
develop its traditions of the nursery just as Old England has
done.” He even prepared a manuscript of the tales for has
grandchildren, but Waorld War 1l and unexpected family
responsibilites kept im from publishing it. When he died at
age sixty-four in 1948, itwas not Watt's many academic honors
and accomplishiments that the New York Times highlighted in
his obituary. Instead, it devoted two full paragraphs to the pio-
neering research that he had done with Bermee Stewart in Wis-
consin thirty years hefore, By then, Paul Bunyan had become
“the personification of American ingennity, pluck, and progress,
of the ability of the American to undertake and accomplish the
impossible in hifs 7% By the ime Stewart cied in 1975, he had
grown into a grotesque carcature of the authentic folk hero she
had known as a Wisconsin girl, Born as a private joke among
Grear Lakes loggers, Bunyan evolved first into an advertsing
cimmick, then inte a symbol of natonal pride, and ulimately
a jovial buffoon in cartoons and children’s books, The froner
demigod who had dog Lake Superior and cleared every tree
from North Dakota was ulnmately concuered by corporate mass
media, Luckily for us, Stewart’s and Watt's ground-breaking
research betore World War T had captured the real Paul Bunyan,
as he was before he lell the Wisconsin woods. &4

LIV Sperm [ rmsation

Cnoe the tree had fallen, logoers cut it
into sections for transport to the mill.

“Paul Bunyan's Ax" has been awarded o the
winner of the annual Wisconsin-Minnesota
foctball game for many decades.
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@‘ INTO PRINT

b § unyan was a powerful giant, seven feet tall
|I = and with a sride of seven feet. He was
SRe™7 famous throughout the lumbering districts

tor his physical strength and for the ingenuity with
which he met difficult situations. He was so power-

The fllowing stories are from: K. Bernice Stewart and Homer
A. Watt. “Legends of Paul Bunyan, Lumbetjack.” Transac-
tions of the Wisconsin Academy of Arts, Scicnces, and Letters
{1916): 6309-651. The entire article is available online at
wiwwwisconsinhistory. orglturningpoints search.aspPid=1648

g @ carthe Round River camp was a hot spring,
‘N into which the tote-teamser, refurning one
N day from town with a load of peas, dumped
the whole lbad by accident. Most men would have
regarded the peas as a dead loss, but not so Paul,
He promptly added the proper amount of pepper
and salt to the mixture and had cnough hot pea-
soup to last the crew all winter. When his men were
working too far away from camp to return to din-
net, he got the soup to them by freezing it upon the
ends of sticks and sending it in that shape.
According to another version of the pea-soup
lake story, Paul deliberately made the pea-soup; he
cdumped the peas into a small lake and heated the
mesz by firing the slashings around the shore. In a
Wizconsinized version of the Michizan tale the peas
have become, for some reason, beans, A much exag-
gerated version of this story comes from northern
Wisconsin, According to this account the tote-
teamster was driving across a frozen lake when a
sudden thaw overtook him. The teamster saved
himself, but the ox was drowned. Bunyvan damimed
up the lake,
and then, opening the dam, sluiced down the river
to his laboring crew an abundance of excellent hot
pea-soup with ox-tail flavor.

fired the glashings around the shore,

ful that no man could successfully appose him, and
his ability to get drunk was proverbial. So great was
his lung capacity that he called his men to dinner
by Llowing through a hollow tree a blast so strong
that it blew down
acres, and when he spoke, the imbs sometimes fell
from the trees. To keep his pipe filled required the
entire time of a swamper with a scoop-zshovel.

the timber on a tract of sixty

- g he cook-stove was so extensive that three
\ Ilrr forties had to be cleared bare cach week
to keep up a fire, and an entire cord of
wood was needed to start a blaze . . . Such a stove
as Bunyvan's demanded, of course, a pancake grid-
dle of monstrous size. As a matter of fact, Bunyan's
cook, Joe Mufferon, used the entire top of the stove
for a griddle and greased it every morning by strap-
ping hams to the feet of his assistant cooks and oblig-
ing them to skate about on it for an hour or =0, OF
this famous tale there are several versions, According
to onc the cook mixed his batter in asort of concrete-
mixer an the roof of the cook-shanty and spread it
upon the dove by means of a connecting hose. . . . By
mistake one day the nearsighted cook put into the
batter several fingers of blasting-powder instead of
baking-powder, and when the mixture was spread
vponthe griddle, the cookees [assistant cooks] made
a very rapid ascent through the cook-shanty roof and
never returned to camp.

14
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FINDING JOSIE

by Wendy Bilen

Thre iollowing s an excerpd from the
Wisconun Hiwrical Sociery Press’s
forthcoming  book  Finding  Josie.
Author Wendy Bilen’s grandmother,
Josie Broadhead, was borm m 1911 on
the North Dakota prairie, married a
Wisconsin frmer, and moved (o a
datry farm outsicde La Crosse. Years
afier Josie’s deach, Bilen embarks on
a journey to unearth fosie’s story—
and quickly realizes that the search is
about her, oo, As she discovers her
grandmothers complicated nature, she learns much about her-
self and her own chotces. More than mere memor or family
history, Finding Josie ilfuminates the sirprising wavs our lives
intersect with those of pur ancestors,

Bearings
La Crosse, Wisconsin
2004
When I was a kid and living in suburban Chicago, driving
to the farm where my mother grew up in La Grosse, Wiscon-
sitn, was not unlike unscrambling an anagram. The official des-
ignation was and still 15 “going over the hill,” which refers o
leaving Interstate 90 in favor of a back route for the last leg of

the wip—the point at which we
encounter roads known only by let-
rers: Y'Y, M, B, O Those who live
there would claim its just a bunch of
farms not all thar difterent from the
ones in Hhnets, but for my brother
and me, going over the hill was like
entering a secret valley, Strapped imo
the backseat of our station wagon,
once we took the exat toward West
Salem we put down our books, our
crayons, and our crude electronie
games to look out the windows with a sort of reverence. A
departure from aluminum siding and half~acre lots, every
curve held green fields billowing like blankets on a clothesline—
corn and oats, soybeans, wheat, and alfalta all waving hella,
Men driving tractors hejeweled with reflecnve triangles and
wheels big as our plastic swimming pool chugged along, Spot-
ted pigs, horses, and the occasional chickens spilled out of Ted
and white clapboard barms, and ilwe were fortunate, we spied
habies: calves, fials, pigles. The very sight of Holsteins caused
my mim o coo with a sadness that conld make our eyes water
evert i we were tad at her. We knew when we'd reached the
hill; the car wld us with its panting and straiming, and gravity
pulled us back toward our sears. Guardrails also appeared:
rounded posts painied black and white, resembling a row of

16
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fittde jockeys. We went up, ups to the taps ol restling hivches and
waleuls, whicly pheoured] U view o tie seiped ebds helow
Eys we went, snaking arownd lavers of sandsnne silcking out
bs many tongues undl i seemed the car would take liehl and
the rowdd st we ool o the cidge, on top od the saorlcd.

Theugh Pee peobhably givee that way a hundred times, i

wour asked sie 0 drive you on pure instinet, we wosld surely
end up ata hoz fsrm o Neverband, My parents, who drove us
thad hundsed tmes, woeukt possthly got vire oo cleser ' kars
vou exit 00" my mom s when 1 asked her tor divections
tad week, “and yon take that to, wh . 7

“It'saa fromtage voad, and vh, it's fitficult tosay,” added my
dad T have g0 be there to el vou”

“FThere's three toads— 7

“Nee, there’s three roade—"

“And cher it rakes vouta Highway 147 she said detmirpoely,
e oight be 537

“Thd somenne way TEZ™ T asked, trying to get cverything
e

“Crnr 15 35, by whatrhamacallit” offeed my dad.

Pl nexe ooe s YY

A pause, and then the fnal werd from hoth: “Ask your
2t

We afl take te bisgliway now, and L wishwe dldie. Tlee iew
way, “going throueh town,” means that we cat at Bouwee 15,
which hugs the shopping mall and tas-fogd chatns and oftice
supplhy aves belore It narrows lnte Losey Boulewvard, where
fittle howses with perlecthy spaced bots line the drive ke lace
teian. O the beft Bnoms Grandad Bluft ithough we've ahvays
sald "Granddaclz Bhaff™), it: Amevieatr ffag waving high on
top. IFwe turn right on any of the oross steects, such as Oass,
we'll end wyr at the Misdasippl, and ifwe keep going, in Min-
sesota, & Universiny of Wisconsin campaz s clown there, as is
the site ofthe old Heibemian's brewery, which once boasted the
wirrld's largest six pack: foweering tanks painted to donk ke cans
af O SBepla bear

IF we're eacly, we Luvn oo Markel and didve wistl] we mcet
Steernth, whers Ravison Lee Cream and Candy peeks out
frone bebind the bopgalows amd fowale farmbowses, an
wpertded rectanghe wich s geriped awning and. inany given sea-
2, e or threee people licking paste] cones o oo, My
e s only sister, Beverdy, lives with her husdand in the pale
vellow howse uea door. Bev and Bruce Ranis owwed 1his store
fizr mrany years bel eventually sold iU wo one of thelr cosgloyeres.
Brawe lntendded e one o ids we sons 1o take over Jug ax be
had taken cver T his fathor—henee, the name Eanison—heet
the bays have scteled into nonentreprencurial arrangements.

Ouiet atreets sepound the neiehbovhood store, and
although the store isn't gquaind, it &= comforiing. Meizhbors can
get rpuick dinners and Brgotten items from the row of groceeies
against the right wall, and they can veplenish their coalers with
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Uk beer and pop walling at the back, m relrigeralors partially
irhgoures] by shivy posters trom Coke, Miller, Mouatain Dew.
For parely bedonistic needs, custorness reed onldy lean 1o the
left, Livduag the fonl wall, al child’s eyve level, is (e popoorn
aine] penny cancy counter, where my brother and [ {dled Hole
Brrowvn Bags with Bartde Capre, Bazooba, anil candy eigaretes
bebaie our Lrips home in e gation wagoa, The chocolale
colller cotnes mexl ! shiny ghess cases Bned will dack and milk
rhocolate hiding almescs and peanul better, minls and todge,
candied ocrange and lovefood, a crmchy concoction of hard-
ered hubbled syrip. When we were voung and umcsirained,
oy henther anch T olicwed our consing theongh the Back of the
stome, where growi-ups dipped those sweet-simelling chocalates
and winked as we nibbled ou ton pound bars. But mas stop
Ly for the ice cream in the back cornes. My mom onee sadd
she could eat ice cyeam chree meals a day, and Thelieved her,
Char famidy eonziders it a staple, Ramizson Bavors, none of them
low-Tac, inchude Grape Nut and brownic, Blue moon and
penapabin, | lad forgolien about pumphkin wntil my mast recenl
visit to La Crosse. but ance sowncone reminded me, I made a
special slop W get some.

At 800 on an Cetober Wednesday T walk into the store,
which 1 lind eniply of people, including help. I scen the board
anrd see that pumpkin i= avaidlable. A minste pasers, and nn
entplavee appears, 20 Laing o dong hello, ke & plans ey thal’s
stuck, A petite blonde teenager emerges, zeuflig her way lrom
Ubr back in an oversized green T-shin aud braided chober, Ley
hoir in an wnfinished pomytail, Tteld her T'd like a swanb paomp
kit mikkshake, please. She sioepily gocs w work scanping pale
orange W a oup, packing cvery stonp for several seonds.

S0, she savs, saving inta the fieezer and pavsing oy
cmphasiz, “how was vour day?”

“It wars Tove.” Treply, halt smiling. “How was yoars?™

*(¥h, fine,” zhe sighs,

Silence, another scoop,

“Whadva do?”

*1 didd some reseach for o book o worklng on, 5o 1 went
Loy a counrty courthruse sad collecied sone oo’

“What's your book about?™

“If's aboul wowenian who dived on a Bam jusl outside of
towm.”

Sl snpe, bee cvvan woop i hand, and losks a me, her
eyes wide, “You're fike one of twose people on PES, o detec-
Ive—what do vou call thewn?

“A history dewective?” 1 oller

*¥eah, that's it She slowly powrs nailk inio the cup, nod-
ding her head. “So.you're a hitory detective”

“Something lle thas™

*Twant ta be eicher a history professor or o kindergarten
teacher,” she says

*Ciood for you.”

Mlove silence aashe inserts the cap fata the mixen
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“Ho. What do Yo think of La Crosse?™
“1 like it.” 1 say.
Yeah, vou know people say that it's boring, that there’s

nothing to do here, but 1 think theyre not looking hard 3
enough. If 1 was gonna live anywhere, I'd probably live here, &
=

orin Jackson County, but 1 don’t wanna move just to move, |
wanma have a reason and not _i:].:-cE e o of those pl‘n]ﬂc whi
contribute to urban sprawl”

She mixes my milkshake for a long Gme,

“Where yva staying™

“T'm staving with my aunt, on ber farm.”

“The same farm?”

“That's the one.”

“Ohbh.” More nodding.

[ don't tell her that I used to stand where she’s standing,
that my cousing once locked me in the freezer where they store
the extra pumpkin, that T am related o the people next door
whose name stll decorates the ca nti'!.-‘ bowes. [ withhold the fact
that the peanut brittle my uncle slathered onto the marble
counter out back with a wooden paddle and broke like glass
meltedd on oy tongue even before she was born, She doesn’t
realize that two old ladies, v grandmother and her sister
Tina, spent many hours on stools in the back room dipping
chocolates, paid with good company and free samples for their
men, She has no Wy af kllrﬁ.\'ing that this |‘1r;a::v.. in a WAV,
belongs to me.

She hands me the cup and a straw, and 1 pay,

“Crood luck with your book,” she says.

I raise v pumpkin milkshake and wish her well,

[ remember Grandma Josie at the La Crosse farm as she
was in the later years, when her hair was white, her glasses
wire-rimmecl, and ber skin the texture of bread dough, By then
shie had perfected the hawkish sereech that came our when she
was yelling for or at Grandpa Lee; it was meant to sound intm-
iddating but resulted only in making anyone who might be
standing around—including her husband—laugh under his
breath. She hunched over from back pain, winch she belioved
resulted from that rafter fall and too much hoeing, A fashion
1sta she was not, 10 her polyester pants and blouses, and though
[ don’t remember ever seeing her in makeup. she painted on
the chieapest, reddest nal polish she could fnd, the only thing
that would cover up the divt wedged underneath, She had
plenty Lo paint; she alwavs kept her thumbnails long enough.
Her friend Lorrane Leske savs, “Those two thumbs were like
a spade and a shovel”

She didn't look all that unlike other grandmothers, though
il you expected a plump worman in an apron to meet vou at the
door with a IJ_I.H“' of cookies, I'd have advized VOLL O FOVE O,
All the clements existed, just in a different order. She baked,
but if it couldn’t be Ficd or dropped in a pressure cooker, it
generally didn’t get any attention, My dad still says that woman

logie Broadhead in Flonda
in the late 1950s

kniew how to ruin a good steak. But just try to keep a plate of
her stzzhing “nothings” or cake doughouts situng around. She
'|;||_ighf I_]I'l':-ll H‘I] SOTH wWaler I:I-'}l' M EA .élj-[l_"'l' .‘_"l{"{l[{iilgr OF Yo I:,'('Il:lh;l
get vourself something o drink by venturing down into hes
basement for a glass hotile of Crush—orange, orape, straw
berry. She sent cards on hirthdays, too, often with a short typed
message. She tvped everything, i capital letters.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY, LOVE GRANDMA B,

She wasn't the kind of woman who hved for her grandchil-
dren, whose life midway through started circling her children’s
children, even though four of them lived up the road and
another two in town. She wast't a cheerleader, nor one to greel
you with her arms open for a hug, even if vou had good news. A
distance surrounded her; sometling about ber always remained
apart, In the past 1 might have thought that she was holding
back. Now I know that she just treated everyone the same.

Reasoning with the woman, however, proved near impossi-
ble, though enough people ied. (T once discussed the idea of
the oecult with her, and she couldn’ see how anvone would
want to worship the devil, 1 kept telling her 1 knew that but
people did it anyway, and she kept saying that conldn’t possi-
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bly be becavse it made no sense.) The smarter ones recognized
the futility eathier than the rest and learned to work around 1t
1Fshe saw on the rare occasion that you'd outsmarted her, she'd
pull her chin down and laugh a bit, and all was forgiven.

This was the woman I wanted to be, even before 1 could
articulate why. T've always felt a little guilty ahourt that, asif'l
cherish a stolen desive or an undeserved taste, because in some
ways Josie wasn't my grandmother at all. My cousins, who saw
her every day, had a grandma, someone they could tell about
their test grades and invite 1o their choral concerts and ask
what she would do abowt those mean kids at school. T had a
woman I saw a few times a year, someone 1 patched together
trom cards and visits, Geography and personality forged this
relanonship, and I blame no one; my parents buile a life the
best they could in another state, and Josie could not have been
any other way. T might have earned the right, like the others,
to capmre and preserve her in my mind, but how could [ pre-
sume the arrogance of loving and wanting to be like someone
I don’t even know?!

Phicio LT

Whency Bilen and her brother, Matl, autsids
their grandmother Josie Broadhsad's house in
Breidel Coules, La Crosse, Wisconsin, 1876

I was keenly aware that the farm wasn't ooy home, a3 much
as [ wanted 1t to be or thought it so. 1 was out of my element,
ot of place. regularly reminded by ignorance, by hesitancy
and the fact that T had o ask questions that starded everyone
with their simplicity: How does that machine work? What's
that smell? Why do I have to wear long sleeves when it's s hot?
What are you feeding those animals? What's a clutch? My
clothes differed, as did my posture, making it painfully obwi-
s that I lacked the informality they shared. Caught between
what I knew and what T wanited, T couldn’e ler either side go,

Because the farm always presented a thousand things to do,

jobs with which I could help, processes I eould watch, and ques-

tions [ could ask, T had a language with which I could speak wo
her and begin to understand not only how this place operated
bt also who she was, It was a language of dirt and seeds and
breath, one of simplicity and completion, So T peeled eggs and
picked berries and did what 1 was told so 1 could be near.

Not that she didn’t care about people. In fact, people
entwined with her biggest and most important tasks, and often
they became tasks themselves —in ones, twos, eights, or larger
groupings, There was always something to be done with some-
one, a change or a generosty with which she either could or
couldn’t help. And once her effort had spent itself, the moment
had passed, or the transformation had come, there just wasn't
much else to talk about, It may sound cold to those who don’t
work this way, but it’s merely a way of thinking, of preventing
the chaos of the mind from taking over, 1 think most people
fail 10 understand that for women like Josie, compassion and
love take the form of action, not affection.

Clongpiring, my heart and mind wanstormed Josie into a
mythic figure when T wasn't looking, It happens fo some extent
with all famly stories, [ suppose; with tme, fact blurs into leg-
end, Characters exaggerate, events rearrange. and morals
amplify, but the result is no less rue. The myth that is Josie has
served me well, but 1 don't remember wishing for someone
larger than life. T wanted what my cousins had all along: a
grandmaother,

The heart has its reasons, B4
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PHOTOGRAPHY OF

by Jim Slattery

ome historie photographic images have it all—a famous subject

captured with perfect rechmique by a well-known professional photogra-

pher at an important time and place. Such photos are more likely to have been well-

preserved against the ravages of time, Others rest in dusty boxes in dark places, or

are exposed to the elements at auctions or flea markets, umdentified and forgoten,

If they hold any interest at all, it is often the anonymous attraction of occasion,
apparel, or occupation,

The phowgraphic images produced from 1892 through 1911 by Montello physi-
cian Edward A Bass exist somewhere hetween those extremes. D, Bass wag a tal-
ented amateur photographer whose work is preserved on 134 glass negatives donated
tor the Wisconsin Historical Society by his son, Edward Cary Bass, in 19537, They pro-
vide a rare look at family, social, and political events of their fime through the eves
of one of the partcipanis.

To be sure; Dr. Bass recorded family occasions, but he did not produce the
starchedl, somber portraits typical of his ime. The human subjects of Bass's phato-
graphs sit or stand naturally, and although wide smiles are rave, the faint expression
of bemusement, a sideways glance, or a look of concern are all recorded and bear
witness o their emotions.

The photographs are not journalisic representations of whar might commonly
be considered tmportant historic events, yet many provide a clear view, truly a snap-
shot, of imes and places that passing years have proven to be interesting and impor-
tant. This dhd not happen by chance. There 18 ample evidence that Dr. Bass was
acutely aware of his place m history and the word, and that he set out to leave a pho-
tographic legacy. He published the Bass family genealogy in pamphlet form and
submmited it to the Library of Congress, the Wisconsin Historical Society, and the
New York Public Library, and carefully documented the subjects of his photographs.

Edward Alpheus Bass was horn in Iowa in 1860, His family had been in America
since 1633, Raised for a ime in Vermont, Bass returned with his family to the Midwest
in 1872, w a farm near Prairic du Sac. He atended local schools and graduated from
Lodi High School, Afier graduating from Ghicago's Bennen Medical College in 18684,
D Bass practiced st in Burnett Juncton, Wisconsin, He married Ada Burlingame:
of the Town of West Point in 18685 and began practice in Momello in 1887,

A photograph of Fine Hollow in the town of Sumpter, Wisconsin, shows the expanse of the
Sauk Praire looking south with Ferry Bluff visible in the distance, The Bass family farm was
located here until 1942, when Dr. Bass's nephew, Floyd, sold it to the federal govermment
to make way for the Badger Army Ammunition Plant.

SPRING 2008

z21



WYH I I 470

Ve B 1 40567

Or. Bass's sell-portrail in his office includss the
prominently displayed cerificats of membership in
the Wisuonsin Eclectic Medical School.

Bass's photograph, "Group Along Country Road,” was selacied for
the 1264 Museum of Modern Art exhibit “The Photographer’s Eye”
and remains in the permanent collection thera,

Dir, Bass participated m politics and was a delegate to the
Republican state conventon in 18%6; he also served on the
party’s state central commmittes, In 1897, he was awarded the

job of Montelln Posmmaster. He was director of the school, vil-

lage health officer, and railway surgeon for a segment of the
Wisconsin Central Railroad, Ada Bass was quite active in social
circles and the arts. She helped establish the first ibrary in
Montelle and performed in plays presented at the Opera
House, She was a member of the Methodist church and hosted
church socials, poetry readings, and musical evenings at the
Bass home. Later, she was active in the Women's Christian

Temperance Union and Uaugium of the American Revolu-

tion, They regularly atiended the Monona Lake Assembly,
Madison's vearly Chantangua,

22

www.wisconsinhistory,org


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org

WH e 10 A7 20

WIsCoNSIN MAGAZINE OF HISTORY

e — 1 ]| e

“A lapanese Wedding Entertamment will be given at Opera Hall
Wednesday evening, August 30, 1893 by the young people of
Maontello.” —Monielio Express, August 26, 1893, Ada Bass, knesling
mn center, was featurad in a dust in the performance.

The local newspaper of the tme, the Montello Express, pro-
vides extensive documentation of the professional and social life
of Dr. Bass. He was apparently on good terms with the editor
and was not shy about providing details of his many activites.
It appears to have been the rare medical condition that was
considered unfit for publicaton in the weekly paper.

Whatever invasions of privacy occurred, we are fortunate
to have a record of the breadih of the good doctor's medical
pracuce and challenges he faced. Trained in Eclectac Medi-
cine, hewas a champion of vaccination and public sanitation,
and a surgeon of broad experience. The Eclectics were con
sidlered a separate group from the “scienuhically™ trained
physicians (Allopaths) of the time, They were, however, earlier
o abandon the dangerous praciices of bleeding, purging, and

Wk e 10 A7ATH
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Cary Bass holding a hoop outside 131 E. Montelle Strest
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Acla Bass (right, back), daugher Everstta (center front), and son
Cary (left of Everetla) join a ¢elebration on Gourt House hill,

-
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Milwaukee City Hall under construction. The comerstone for the
building was laid February 24, 1894, Dedication ceremaonias were
hald Decamber 93, 1895,
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A dredge is visible in a photo of men
fishing below the dam at Montello.

bhistering,; their plulosophy was to select the best practices
from various branches of medicine,

Articles and notces in the Montello Express provide context
[or other phowographs in the collecnon, which record the growth
of Maoneello and document progress in other areas such as edu-
cation and transportation, On May 4, 1895, the newspaper
reported, “Ouite a number of bicycles are owned in Montello
and the young people who ride the wheel seem 1o have a whole
lot of fun.” By the following year, the national bicycling craze
was al its height. The intersection of the craee and Dr, Bass's
medical practice was apparent bw February 15, 1896: “Miss
Jessie Underwaood haed the misformne to fll from her wheel on
Monday and was quate severely injured, but under the care of
Dr. Bass is mending again and will be all right in a short ame.,”

Although commercial river transport on the upper Fox
River was declining by the 18%90s. pleasure boante and some
commmercial shipping persisted and are recorded in Bass pho-
tographs, A dredge is viable in a photo of men fishing below
the dam at Montello, Despite the continued maintenance of
the river channel, the railroads had already surpassed shipping
for infand wansport, Trains are alse represented in Dr Bass's
photographs, including several images from a trip north
through Stevens Point to Ashland and Bayfield.

Dr. Bass became disabled by 1912, and died in 1916 at the
age of 55, He is buried in Garden Bluff Cemetery in the Town
of West Point near Lodi, The graves of Edward and Ada Bass
are marked by simple headstones of Montello granite, 24
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Oin May 4, 1895, the newspaper reported, “Ouite a number of bicycles ars owned in Montells
and the young pecple whe rids the wheel seem 1o have a whole lot of fun.” By the following year,
the national bicycling craze was at its height,

W brosge 00 86T

Edward and Ada Bass
regularly attended the Monona
Lake Assembly, Madison's
yearly Chautauqua, pictured
here on Monona Bay.
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Although commercial river transport on the upper Fox River was declining by the 1890s,
pleasure boating and some commercial shipping persisted and are recordad in Bass
pholographs like this one of the steamesr Fortuna,

If You Go

The Montello Historie Preservation
Society will present Looking Back:
The Photography of Dr. E. AL Bass
from August 9 to October 26, 2008,
at Waughn Hall, 55 West Montello
St., Monmelle, The exhibit features
prints made from glass negatives in
the collectons of the Wisconsin His-
torical Society and the Marguette
(::Jutlh_. T[:li1|:1'iQ'ﬂ| Hl,u:i{'h‘, T]:n,'
exhibit will be open o the public Fri-
clavs through Sundayvs and will also
inchide a lecture seres. The exhilbir
is supported by a grant from the
Wisconsin Humanities Council and
the Natnonal Endowment for the
Humanities. Inforimaton is available
at (O 297-2727,

Wik irage IO 70

Edward Bass near the boathouses on Montello Lake
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Trams are also represented in O Bass's “The school openad Monday with full attendance in all departments. . . . Monday noon Or. Basa
photographs, This one was photographed ook & pieture of the schoolhouse and pupils.” —Monfelo Express, Friday Movembear 21, 1HUE,
on the White River bridge.
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Jim Slattery iz a natwve of lowa and retired
physician who lives in rural Dane Caounty,
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He is active in the Monlsllo Histonc
Fresarvation Sociely and has been & vol-
untesr al the Wisconsin Historical Society
Library-Archives division since 2001, In
that capacity, be has helpad digitize vanous collections including
the photographs of Angus MoVicar, F. 5. Eberbart, and Arthur
Vinp in addition 1o those of O, Bass.

Ada Bazs and twe
fricncls view a watarfall.




THE WISCONSIN IDEA

READING, RESISTANCE & THE DOOR-KEWAUNEE REGI




IN ACTION

ONAL LIBRARY, 1950-1952 by Christine Pawley

ne evening in early November 1952, Jane Livingston,
director of the Door-Kewaunee Regional Library, and
assistant Andy Kroeger drove the county bookmaobile
south from Sturgeon Bay o a meeting at a tavern with some
angry inhabitants of the wownship of Montpelier in Wisconsin's
Kewaunee County.! “There were people down there having a
royal fitr,” Livingston later recalled, *because a library book had
some pretry frank langnage—an adule book,"? In Montpelier,
anxieties about reading “bad books™ was a symptom of a more
general community opposiion © an experiment that brought
public library services to Door and Kewaunee Counties. The
two library stafT members knew that they were about w
encounter some tough questioning, They little knew, however,
that some person—or people—in Montpelier were planming o
challenge the library in more a direct and unambiguous manner,
Why was the regional library such a contentions issue, and
what led this group of mid-twentieth century citizens to harbor
such antagonism against it? In the late [940s, a quarter of Wis-
consin’s population lacked free library access, and rural literacy
rates were also low. Since the late nineteenth cenury, the Wis-
consin Free Library Commission (WFLC: the state agency
charged with promoting public libraries) had helped Wiscon-
sin cities and villages establish local libraries, The WFLC had
also circulated “traveling libraries” —hboxes of books—to rural
areas.” But in the 1940s, many of Wiscansin's libraries, like
those in other paris of the United States, were under-funded
and provided enly medioore service. A 1948 American Library
Association report complained that while some public libraries
had excellent resources and provaded services to match, many
more were stnall and ineffective. Book collections tended to be
putdated, and maost Ebrary staff lacked a college educaton,
Although combining small libraries into larger county or
regional systems was an effective means of improvement, in
14445, fewer than one-third of the conntes in the United States
had taken this smp.4 None of these was in Wisconsin,?

Door Gounty,children
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Inside the bookmobile, space was at a pramiun.

“At a nrne when most of us grow more ignorant howr by hoar
unless we keep pace with the best experience and expanding
information of a rapidly changing society,” wrote John R, Barwon,
Professor of Rural Sociology at the University of Wisconsin
Madison i 1948, “the per capita book cireulagon of Wisconsin
libraries is decreasing.™® Barton had recently joined the WFLL
board, and he was cager w introduce new techimeogues for “takang
library services to the people or for keeping library values before
the ]'IIJ]I];.I,',:I.'; I 1948, the WL I.:Illl".lii-il’lii';,l_d brookler that set ot
its vision for the fumre of public libraries and echoed many of
Barton's concerns.” Buildi ot the concept of the Wisconsin
Idea that the umversity’s influence should be felt thronghout the
state, 101 The Wisconsin-Wide Library Idea the WFLC called for
invobving all of Wisconsin's citizens as partners in democracy,
mclhuding those living in remicte rural areas, The vehicle was o be
the rural public lbrary—but not the old “small recreational
depot”™ that was “anfintunately the weal plowee of a [brary car
riecd m the minds of most people and public oflicials today.”
Instead of being a “kind of cloister for the cultured, retiring and
hookish people,” ibraries needed to attract a wider clientele that
wonld include children and reenagers, homemakers, farmers and
towrspeople, and those working in industry, business and the pro-
fessions, By cooperatng in ovdering books and cataloging, and
sharing a common pool of matenals that would circulate not only
11 loeal Rbraries, but also ona bookmobile, comimumtbes could
iron out the ditferences between wealthy and poor districes, and

']
could reach even the most remote rural readers,”

"

Adopting the term “demonstration,” the WFLC aimed to
create a model by which the State could help bridge the literacy
gap in active cooperation with rural people themselves.™ The
proposed demonswaton would imvolve seting up a regional
library that would provide a much wider range of semices and
recent materials than arey single hbeary could provide on s own,
Funding would be shared between the state and the region itselfl

The first step in makmg the demonstranon a reality was 1o
secure state support—unot an easy task at a time fraught with Cold
War arxdeties, " Across the naton, ibracies and lbrarans were
also under attack as “Cold warrors” pointed o “subversive™

ieleas in books and magaanes that ibraries routinely cireulated ™
Some politicians were even on record as opposing mnbile library
service o rural people. Argaed Republican Congressman Harold
Velde of Thnots (formerhy of the FBI and subsequently chai of the
in March 1950,
Educaiing Amencans through the means of the library service

House Un-Ammerican Activides Comrmittes
could bring about a change of thewr pohineal attitude quicker than
any other method, The basis of Communism and socialistie influ-
ence 15 educanon of the people.” B 1t would be several months
belforee Joseph B MoGarthy, Republican senator from Apple-
o, Wisconsin, (onky a few miles from Bewaunes Ciounty
attacked the Troman Admimstranon for harborng conumunists,
bt 1t doing so he was jomning a movement that was already
under '.\'.'i':'.l'l Although the groups that supported McCarthy
sometimes adopred the strategy of challenging [ibrary books that
they considered politically subversive, no evidence suggests that
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amy such group was actvely involved i opposing the Door
Kewaunee Hl'g‘]-:'ﬂl.’d |.i|‘)r'.’1l}' Demnonstration.

WFLC officials recogmized that the project could be a hard
sell, bt despite the unfavorable palitical climate, in September
1949 their lobbying campaign was rewarded. Over Republican
Gowvernor Oscar Benneboho's vewo, the Wisconsn Legislaoare
passed a law that allowed the WFLLL to “establish a saingle
demonstration ., ., in a limited, predominantly rural area . .
now lacking an efficient coverage by existing library systems.”
For the first e, the State of Wisconsin agreed to provide
funds in divect support of conumunity library service, as long as
the commmupines involbved matched the scare funds. Apare from
this, the law only set out the general guidelines for the projece,
The details were left to the WFLC to work out in L'l:-t!l_illr'u'lillrl
with the areas to be selected,

The nexe step was to agree upon the region, The WLFC
publicized the projecied Regional Library Demonsiration
widely across the state, and were granfied when a number of
chstricts stepped forward as candidates. In selecting the area
tor the demonstration, the WFLC used several criteria, Most
importantly, local librarians and citizens must be enthusiastc,
and most municipalites in the region must agree o take part,
The area should be lacking in good existing ibrary service, bu

it shoulbd not be so poor that it would be difficale o avoid fail
ure. " After all, the whole paint of the exercise was to encour-
ape other districts o tund their own -i'-!'l-!ll":ll'r';-'ll:n\.'l' ]i]nar'y

systems, as well as to show legislators that thetr comminment of

Childran stand outside the bookmohbile while
two wiomen walk away, immerssd in the
books they just checked out, The bookmaobile

garved adults as well as childran,

Croumly Lin iy
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Evoking the tradition of the Wisconsin ldea, the Wisconsin
Federated Library Commission (WFLC) called the
bookmobile demonstration “The |dea in Action.”
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state funds was justified, so the
Clommission needed to be able
1 POINt 10 success.

WHES Muse 401 bae |

The two counties of Door and
Rewaunee seemed ideal. Their
tal population was just over
38,000, rwo-thirds of whom Iived
i counby areas. The median
income for the two counties was
similar." Local inch stry included
shipbuilding in the cites of Stu-
geon Bay and Kewaunee, where
World War 1T had brought
boomtewn condinons, but much
of the region was still heavily
rural, and even remaie. '© There
were also differences between the
connties, however, Although the
southern peninsula (settled by
Belgians, Czechs, Poles, and Ger
mans) was heavily agricultural,
fishing villages composed of peo-
ple of Scandinavian descent dot-
ted the northern coase as well as
Washington  Island, separated
from the vest of Door County by
the treacherous strait called Porte
des Mores (Death’s Dioor),

Northern Door County was
disinetive e another reason, as picturesque villages like
Ephraim, Sister Bav, and Fish Creek attracted wealthy summer
visttors from Chicago and Milwankee, Some Gnmlies used ro sail
up Lake Michigan to their cottages, spending the entire summer
there and bringing with them culoural practices that the per
manent communiry also enjoved, including conceres, classes on
the local environment, and an art association.”™ Perhaps most
importantly, few existing public libraries served the two coun-
ties. The cities of Sturgeon Bay in Door County and Algoma
and Kewaunes in Kewaunee County each had 1s own ibrary,
Six northern Door County communities—Bailey's Harbor, Egg
Harbor, Ephraim, Sister Bay, and Washingion Island—also had
small libraries that were, for the most part, run by voluniteers.
open for restricted howrs only and stocked with donations,
Southern Door and Kewaunee Counties had no rural ibraries
at all, and though couniry residents could use the city libraries
for a small fee, few could afford to do so. The new regional
library would combine the ibrary resources of the three cites,
aswell as the six villages, A hookmebile woild circulate through
out cach county, stopping at country crossroads and visiting roral
schools. The Sturgeon Bay public hibrary would be the head
guariers for the whole operation, providing space for adminis
traton offices and for the bookmobiles o replenish their stocks,

Johm R, Barton, professor at the Liniversity of
Wizconsin-Madison and board member of the Wisconsin
Frea Library Commission, halped develop new
techniques for *taking library services o the people,”

Jane Livingston had moved to
Draor County in 1945 1o head the
Sturgeon Bay Public Library.?"
Bornand raised on a farmin cen
rral Wisconsin in the [920s, like
many other young women of her
day Livingston’s first career aspi-
ratiol was to become a teacher,
Thas i itself was no easy proposi-
tion. During the Depression, “get
ting an education was a real
achievement,” she recalled. The
state teacher’s callege at Stevens
Point was just twenty miles from
her parents’ farm, and she trav-
cled home every weckend, she
said, [or her mother w hand her
the money that would see her
through the next week and o
stock up on food.? After mishing
her degree, instead of teaching
school, she worked for a year in
the children’s department of the
Green Bay Public Library, and
then attended the University of
Wisconsin Libwvary School in
Madison. After graduation, she
worked for several vears in a
Michigan county Hbrary svsiem,
However, on a visit home, she found herself recruited for the
directorship of the Sturgeon Bay Fublic Library, largely on the
basis of her Michigan experience. Although she was a Wiscon-
sin native, Jane Livingston realuzed that to the inhabitants of the
Door Peninsula, she was an owtsider, “They used o say that you
had to be Born here to belong here,” she admited, In contrast
with most Door Peninsula inhabitanis, librarians were educa-
tionally privileged. and Livingston and her staft recognized that
not all rural folk valued reading to the extent that they did,
MNontetheless, several were themselves from rural backgrounds,
and felt they retained an authentic rural identity that gave them
an insider’s nnderstanding and svmpaihy, This knowledge, they
believed, would help them meet the reading needs of rural peo
ple, and win aver suppart for the regional Iihrm':.-.:""

Most of the area’s farin children attended their local one
room school for all eight grades, Teachers were often young
women who had themselves anended a rural school before
ligh school and the county normal school. Aged twenty, o
ever younger, they might be in charge of as many as forty chil
dren in all eight grades. In the classroom, children sat in
columns according to their grade (the voungest nearest the
window so that they did not block the hght), and studied on
their own for long stretches. Lessons targeted specifically at
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Cold War anxieties halped
Tuel opposition 1o ibraries
as some worried about the
potential subversive nafure
of Hbrary materials,

an individual grade level o
cally lasted no longer than ien
minutes, Reading material at
school consisted largely ol pre-
scribed texts that formed part of
the hterary canon—"classies™
by authors such as Henry Lonefellow, Christina Rosscta, and
Walt Whitman. = A shell ol well-worn books at the back of the
room might provide the only reading materials apart from the
districi-designated textbooks. Books for pleasure reading, espe-
-;'i:'|||~_-. books written for children, wera I'ﬂl'x'.zl

Teachers struggled to maintain the high degree of organza-
tion required ti serve such a wide range of student needs. In
spite of their hard work, raral children’s school performance
persistently failed o match that of their urban counterparts,
according to rural .xr:r'inlugiﬂi.”"’ Local newspapers, too,
t'}\']}t'l‘:h‘il'll CONCerty ;|]||.~11I ||:-'.1.' -t-:ll.lt':aﬁllrla] ;111;ﬁ|r|]'|L'.t:|I. i"'l.‘l.--\:
Blush as we write this,” confessed Aleonia Record-Herald edi-
tors, “Rewaunce county residents over 25 vears of age have the
lowest education median in the state with halt having completed
8.4 years.*" Door Peninsula residents did not necessarily share
this pessimmstic view. Many felt that their children were doing
fine with a one-room school education, and vesisted what they
saw as outsider interference. “One old German farmer used to
sit right in the front row of the county board mecting,” recalled
Livingston. “He had learned in school all right, and if it was
good enough for him. it was good enough for his kids.”*"

Because the owo counties were neither very affluent nor very
poor, and because existing ibrary service was not extensive, state
officials felt confident that they had identfied an deal area for
the demonstration,”® But in the region iself, library supporters
[eared that local politicians and residents might not be easily per-

Wisconsin Senator Josaph MoCarlhy,
ealous anlicommunist

suaded, Both county boards of

i i

hlll":lul"\'i!-'l':-t'!i WWere l.ll]l,' 1o vole an
the proposal on November 9,
1949, the Kewaunce County
board in the morning and the
Droor Counry board in the afier-
noon, Kewaunee Coanty in par-

Ll

ticular had a ]:ih[n-‘l':.-' of fin ll,'ﬁtlg
only a restricted formal educa-
tion, and project supporters were
far rom sangnine about their
willingness o maich the state
funds tor the library. However, to
many people's astonishment, at
their  morming  meeting  the
Kewaunee supervisors voted o
fund the Lbrary, Soll shaking her
head in wonderment fifty vears,
later, Livingston commented, “Tt
was a miracle || .-[.hl_‘:\' WERE 80
tighe-fisted.” In her opinion, one
woman's activisim contributed o
the positive voie, Mrs, Olza
Diana

doctor wha had visited and

widow of a beloved local

donated art prints 1o Kewannee
rural schools—appeared before the county board, and told
them they “should be ashamed not 1o allow that money for the
library, because the children needed 11, said Livingsion,
George Miller, former disirict attorney for Kewaunee County,
belteved that the prospect of state funding held some allure,
“The thing that sold it to the Kewaunee County taxpayers was
that the State . . . probably paid one-third of the amount of the
cost of 1" hie sald. The idea of getting something for nothing
hiad u[J'tu'Hl.er Whether inspived by Mrs, Dana's example as
cultural civilizer, or attracted by the prospect of state aid, the
Kewaunee board’s favorable vote presented the Door County
supervisors with a dileroma in the afternoon, since, said Liv-
ingstoty, “they prided themselves on being more progressive
than the Kewaunee board,”™"

Livingston had already laid some of the groundwork in
Door Counry. She was interested in inmodocing a county book-
michile service even in advance of the WFLC plan, and schoaol
superintendent Curtis Tronson supported this idea, Supervi-
sors and hbrary board members were harder to comance. For-
tunately, Stanley Greene, mavor of Sturgeon Bay and an
influenial hbrary board member, had become a county system
advocate afier attending a Wisconsin Library Association meet-
ing in Madisen, Others were impressed by a demonstration
uhil'l}__{ a borrowed bookmohbile at the 1949 Door f:c:utlly fair,
“We snared every [supervisor],” Livingston commented. “All we
dic was tell them we wanted o show them whatiowas, We didn’t
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Interior of the Sturgeon Bay Public Library, 1913

Governor Oscar Rennebohm's veto of the Door-
Kewaunse bookmobile demansiration was
overridden by the Wisconsin legislature,

put any pressure on them,” One supervisor from che north of

the peninsula missed the show, however, *Cin Monday morning
the bookmobile was sall here,” she remnembered. “So we ook
ot and went up there and stopped at his house,” Formnately for
Livingston and Tronson, the man’s wile was a library supporter,
“Hes off out in the woods ap there, bat vou can gee throngh,”
she eold them, Following her divecdons, Livingston and Tron
son drove the bookmaobile off the highway into the wonds, Per-
haps it was their persistence that he found impressive, but from
then on they could always count on this supervisor’s support. ©1
think it impressed hin that we chased him down,” Livingston
recalled ™ After all this the Door County superisors, too, voted
to fund the progece, “The county board of supervisors voted
Wednesday afternoon to include 515 00 in the county budget
for the creation of a Door-Kewaunee county hibrary. The vote
was 13-4 with one member absent,” reported the Sturgeon Bay
Advocate in November 1949, The state-sponsored Demon-
straton seemned all set to go,

Sull, not evervone accepled the result, Some opponents felt
that their forebears had fled oppressive regimes in their native
lands, and valued their freedom from government “interference”
in America,” One supervisor from Monepelier was particularly
opposed, at least in part because the project imobved “giving up
sore of their powers,” opined George Miller, The price for state
funding was possibly some loss of local contral over his commu-
niry, this supervisor might have thonght. The opposition was
quick to organize irself, and Montpelier residents called for a ret
erendum on the ibrary question, In June 1950, three Kewaunes
Clounty supervisors proposed a countv-wide referendum on the
regional library, AL their June mecting, the county supervisors

WD B 103 5SRO

considered the request. Three residents (two from Monepelier
spoke against the hibrary, reported the Kewaunee Star, while
Jane Livingston and the library's admitistrative assistane also

attended the mesting, argumng inits in Fvor, Perhaps they spoke
more persuasively, or perhaps the supervisors fele the hibrary
should e given more of a chance 1o prove iis worth, but in ihe
end, the request was nrned down on a vore of sevenieen to three,
“*Only Supervisors Woidsedalek of Clasco town, Ledvina of
Franklin and Nejedlo of Montpelier favored the referendum,”
recorded the newspaper under the headline “REEFERENDUM
REQUEST IS DENIED BY COUNTY BOARD "
Beinforcing the project’s link with the Wisconsin Tdea, the
WFLC promoted the Demonstration as “The Idea in Action,"*
starang early m 1950, and over the course of the next three
YEars, ]i])]'at'}-' use i Door and Kewannee Counties soared ]'J}-'
over 160 percent. Cheer minety percent of grade-school cldldren in
the rural schools made use of the bookmobile service, and their
reacing scores improved beyond expectation 1.9 For teachers and
students alike, regular boolanobile visits ansformed rural class-
room reading opportumities, Staffed by a librarian and a driver,
the two vans carried hundreds of books, pamphlets, and pen
pidicals arranged by age and subject level, Whether at school or
a crossroads near thelr homes, children eagerly anticipated the
bookmobile's arrival. On bookmobile days, “Te was like a party,™
recalled a former teacher,” Expert observers also remarked on
the children’s enthusiastic responses, “To an outsider it seems
maraculous that more than mne out of ten farm chaldeen of
school age within range of the big bookmaobiles rolling across
Door and Kewannee counees are regular borrowers,” wrote one
visitor, “But o some of us who have gone over the route and

J4
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have seen the youngsters swarm down on the bus when it stops,
fill it to bulging, caprure the atendants with shill questons and
chatter, and then squeeze through the check-out station and drift

home thumbing pages and looking at pictures as they go, it is
maore believahle.” *

Determined o make the project a partnership between the
state and its cidzens, the plan provided for vorer feedback in
the form of a referendom in the fall of 1952, State fanding was
set to expite at the end of the Demonstration, and now the two
counties had to decide whether or not to support the library
without state assistance. Voters were asked w consider the ques-
tion, “Shall Kewaunee [or Door] Gounty continue to partici
pate in the Door-Kewaunee Regional ibrary or some similar
library?*® Although the results were non-binding, county
supervisors were likely to base their decision about the hbrary's
future on the referendum results. To win over reluctant voters,
the WELC used surveys, pamphlers, spots on local radio sta-
tions and articles in newspapers and journals w mount a s
tained publicity campaign. Responses seemed positve, A
trustee wrote from Washington Island, *1 am 100 percent in
tavor of the regional plan, Prior to it, the library service was
extremely limited. We were only able to have our library open
ome day a week, and during January—February ound it neces
sary o close completely, Under the Regional system, our
library is open three afternoons and evenings the year
aronnd."*" Alzoma Record-Herald editors appealed to their
readers’ civic duty, as well as to their sense of good financial
management, “Each of us as intelligent, progressive cibzens
should look at the proposal from the standpoint of costs |
and alse on the other side of the ledger—just what is the
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Regional library giving us in retarn for our hard-earned tax
dollars—it’s as simple a business proposition as that.”*' Local
teachers paid for a signed advertisement calling for the hbrary
to continue,** The Algoma Woman's Club voiced its approval
i1 the newspapers, claiming that under the regional plan the
Algoma library had “gained everything and lost nothing,™ I

Library opponents used many of the same publicity strate-
wies, however, “One of the main reasons our Grand Parenrts
came to a ‘Land of the Free' is to get away from Gravey [sc]
Taxes,” wrote Clarence Antholt and Gordon Mallien of the
Belgan-dominated community of Brussels in a paid newspaper
advertisement, “A “ves’ vote on the Bookmaohile issue means
favoring the hardships they left.” Spelling our the calenlations
could just as well work against the library, “We're already paying
|1l2"r1'i"lw' school taxes tor the information these books are SUPIROSE
to contain,” argued Antholt and Malken.** Official campaign
literature from the local Republican Party reinforced calls for
[1scal stringency, “GREATEST DISAPPEARING AGT ON
EARTH” screamed an adverasement in which a carmon don-
key waved a banner of WASTE over a sack of YOUR HARD
EARNED TAX MONEY. “NOW YOU SEE IT AND NOW
YOU DONTH

In hi(:m[]['“{']'. Loy, it was easier to drmm LA[D [][J}}u};i[i[:[t, 10wy
that state funding was about o be withdrmer, “To was a year
when . . . they were having a hard ime balancing the buadger,”
tormer district attorney George Miller remembered, “so . a
lat of people lined up to turn them down, ™ By Movember
1952, feclings against the library were running so high thar
some community members were ready to take more direct
acton than writing o the newspapers, When Livingston and
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Kroeger drove the bookmaobile there that fall eveming, they
knew they were neanng the source of general hostility to the
library. As the specific issue was a book challenge, Livingston
and Kroeger convened the town meeting in the hope of carry

ing out a discussion abou that book, but the Montpelier resi-
dents were already primed with other kinds of ammunition.
“They tried nailing me to the wall with complaints and crit-
cisis and everything else,” Livingston said. To their surprise,
help came from an unexpected quarter, “The Lutheran pastor
was there, and he stood up for me,” she recalled, still aston

ished in rerospect, since some local clergy had been lrmly
against the library experiment. But even he failed to persuade
the crowd, and when Livingston and Kroeger finally came to

Shawano Evening [ eader arficle,
April 10, 1952, reporting on the
inadequacy of Wisconsin's libranes,
LTI T T T —
: "CLIPPING BUREAU

Stevens Point Journal

1, x4

WHS Mye &4

~ APR 181952

leave, they discovered a new problem: the bookmaohile failed o
start, "It was a matter of spark plugs or something, not per-
manent damage,” said Livingston, Fortunately, Kroeger's
mechanical skill saved the day. “Andy, dear Andy just figured
out what might have happened to the bookmobile,” 2
Although some Kewaunee residents seemed prepared 1o sab-
otage the library, others stood up for it. “Where else can one
obtain so much for so litde?” wrote a rural Kewaunee County
reader to the Wisconsin Library Bulletin, “Children's books
s0 many, so interesting—adult books—romance, adventure,
Y SIEr Y — fiction of all kinds; cook hooks, hooks of tnanual aris,
science, biography—name it and you can have it . . . Perhaps
one reason I am so enthusiasae over the Bookmaobile service 15

lohn K. Barton wrote (o Jane Livingston on Oclober 28, 19532,
tor express auppor for the Door-Kewaunes Regional library,
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because hooks are so expensive.”™ Supporters gained small
victorics that not only made them feel good at the dme but sall
held vivid memories fifty years later. One resident recalled with
pride accompanying her mother, a rural schoolieacher, w a
community meeting o diseuss the ibrary, “One man said that
hiz father never had a bookmobile, 3o he didn’t need one
either,” she reconnted. To this her mother had a quick reply,
*“Nour father dido’t have a car cither,” she retorted, “but that
clidn’t stop you getting one,™

Although library staff worked hard to win votes, they had a
premomition that the elecnon would not g well, especially in
Kewaunee County, “We just didn’t have enough friends in

Eewaunee Ciounty,” recalled a former libranan. *We spent a
lot of evenings running aronnd Door and Kewaunee Counties
giving talks that fall of 5970 On Newember 4, 1052, the
nation went to the polls, The big question confrontng voters
was the presidential race, Who would be the new president;
Republican Dwight 1. Eisenhower or Democrat Adlai Steven-
son? On the Door Peninsula, the result surprised no one when
over seventy-five percent of voters supported Eisenhower,™ A
whopping all-time record-breaking vote was recorded Tuesday
as Kewaunce county joined the Republican parade,” pro-
claimed the Algoma Record-Herald ™ But the regional library
issue was far from predictable. On that evening, as the hallots
were being tallied, Hbrary stafl’ and supporters anxiously

lane Livingston wrote to John
Barton on the eve of the
referendum, admitting “we are

il
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Ihe bookmobile drove anta a ferry 1o get 1o Washington lsland.

awaited the referendum’s outcome. Diespite the Republican
clean sweep, 1t was still possible that the referendum result
nught bring good news to hbrary suppaorters,

However, as the evening waore on and vates were tallied, it
became obwious that the Hbrary stafls pessinmsim was justified,
Door Clounty results were positive, but [or the Regional Library
o conrinue, the referendum needed a majority in both counries,
“I was sitting on the wlephone,” remembered Livingston,
“Andy the bookmobile driver, he was from Kewaunee, he was
down there in the courthouse, and every onee in a while von'd
get a call from Andy, and it wasn't good, Tt meane that Andy
was going 1o lose his job.” S The following day the newspapers
reported the resulis. “Only three Kewaunee county units
favored the bbrarv—Algoma, Cascovillage and Loxemburg vl
lage,” the Alroma Record-Herald told its readers, *Each of the
ten towns gave it a resounding slap in the face and Kewaunee
City rejected it 632 to 653—just one vote difference.™* In
Momipelier and ather suthern Kewaunee townships—the same
rural areas that librarians had hoped o win over—library sup-
porters fomnd themselves especially heavily ourvoted. The board
of supervisors quickly voted to kill the regional library, and serv-
ice stopped abruptly at the end of 1952, Library opponents were
Jubdlane, Wrote one, “1 heartilv agree with the stand you have
taken i voting negatively on the Door-Kewaunee Begonal
Library. Why! Because the cost of it was born by so many peo-
ple and the benefis realized by so few. | IPwe are called upon
to reimburse a mulitary commensurate with an all oul war

effort, the tax burden will be great enough without also having

to pay for a bookmobile service,

By contrast, most Door Couney iownships voied in favar,
Ower the decades to come, Door Gounty libraries continued
thewr mutal cooperaton under Livingsion's leadership, and
the Door County bookmobile continued to roll into the 1590,
Statewide, the era of ibrary cooperation was by no means fin-
ished, either, Stwongly mfluenced by the Wisconsin-Wide

Moo Cciindy Libraiy

R COUNTY LIBRA
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Children run to the bookmaobile, One teacher recalled that
whean the boolkmobile visited, It was like a party.”

Library Idea and experience with the “ldea in Action,” Wis-
consin libranans and WFLC olficials continued to plan for
:'v.u'inl'l;|| librarvies. In 1971, the passape of a Senate Bill allowed
for the creation of extensive library collaboration, and by the
heginning of 1973, four systems had been set up, In 1976, both
ljl?l W <I'|'II,1 ['\-.r:\\.'i'll‘I]]I'l' {:!I””[il'* :|':Ii]II__'I,1 []]I,'. ‘\il I_Z"]i_'| I..l\-ll_l-l.{ll‘.':l,
System, along with five other neighboring counties, and by
1987 all of Wisconsin's Bbraries participated in systems, mak-

il'llL; free EJH]'I“L' Iilur':m h-.'|'r§-;'['-= 1-|1'|F||]:. <|1.'.’|i]'r|h||' I l".'l't":,llr'll' in

the state " Wi

Notes

|- Sommes material in this ardcle has bhee i
s the Red Bull: Calivral Consirecnons
pran Studies 44 no #

e from: Chrsting Pawley, “Reading oer
¥ im Cinld

1 the Puhblic

E11%
il Rewaunse

M= BY Used with |

wihier residens of Do

sy Applossed of

ag

Padlie Librare Sevpiee

Libsranes: Lune Sicarns, th
Brinokes” i M agemtiie af Fsb o 2 W F [
4. Carleton B, Joeckel and Army Winalow, 4 Na
(Chicago: American Likoa v Amodsation, 1948},

v A handful of small “county” ibrarics exasied in Wisconain prior to
vide arrvice 1o sk The Jdeor ve Actiorn: A Roport on the Dor-Ks
2 ¢ Macdizon: Wisconsin Fres
[nformanion Preview.” Wescossin Li
b othe Wisconsn Free 1
MISsON Secresry, mveralk

Demeastraion, |

v Commission hacd a salari

wiry reseed with a voluneer F

38

www.wisconsinhistory.org


http://www.wisconsinhistory.org

In 1940, thisincludes

smor The e ":'-!;'" 1 T
Fred (Presiden, Universimy
rorical Sociery). Cinzen mes
Williary | D ey Ma
of Wisconsin=/v
had he i

|I| ree gk offivie members a
s were: John C ||.u n (Baare Superin
f and Clifford L. Lotd (D
librarian Ella Veslak of S8 10, 1
perior, Wise

d | fouT Clarens s AfF ||I-:'l_| |_.!.'I||:'f:--'l.-
1dent), Edwin B

ahii F
b Chancelior. {I

wang 1o Wisconsm

r. Walter 5. Bosford,
vl Wiseonam's Extens
'||l. Lo as 0 e --I el Pl

.|.'.|I'- I|-:.|| af I| departme

t ol palin-
Dhegear b ||...I was WELL Secrerany.

" {usugally draws From

azuil I-.'-:.-~..I..'.|||.-i afran ad hoc basis,

LLY ; .--J. Reading: A Dabeilod b
i |'lT.v. '.'.: ”.rl:.r.l\.i r.l_l"'u.I |I ATy "|.".r'|.l'-'-.-|i'.l|~||._| dann 1|'l. BOOmAEI | rese

ry Commisaion, 1H43)5

oy the agnoniiiral exoenson sery-

wrranmg how wi

they worked

v e found in
5 of |:|.:||..--| h
a2y

the dem onsira

gull: Caliural Consir

fthe polin
Chrsune Fawley, ® Reading wermis the Ked
and the Publ
13, Thesa
Wayne |\I,|-I e
12, Ezrly i 1, tor mxample, Both Broswn
tamissed. tatensbly for sultscribing 3

Lonnae 8. Rabhing, The Deisiemi

i Sunref Flirssra

i e A e

IS0

3 |-,.-\-.. HHI,

eeant Libeery [ Norman, OR: Unversity of
1% Congressional Record—House {81 O
p. 5129

14, MoCarthy made his "Enemies from Within™ sy
Feku :-'l'.!- 1. ] Halbersram, The
(3 e 4T, T 2 [ March
|'.'.El|-'rr_'| Demonstreiom 195
5,16,

wrress, Ind session). G 03] March 8, 19

hoin'Wheeling, Wesa W
rYork Vilkar ks, 19
L Teare i3z Ackion: A Refort an
{ Madizson: Wisconsin Fre:

ginla, on

1 'Z ‘\. e F
T 19540): 201
1T, Cenres of Popalatrore: 19500, Volume 11, “Charac

arningion, "Wisconsin s First Regional Labrare” Minnesoos Likraries 16, no
-5 of the Pogulaion, P

I8, 401152 [are these page num-

Wisconzin™ (Was
bets nglhite I =15
18, Wil
I lip= 6 | Madison:

a, DR TS
DALE BEEE |

i T O

1558,

|||.--\.| s & History of Waseoran

atinuerty aved Oy,

i Hestorical Socieny af Wist

1, Wascomsene: A Craede fo Bhe By v ale { Mew York: Duell, Shoan and

sie i fermmation abowt the ibrasnans wh
une Pawley, | ;

er Regic
Ameriran Women f
Wasrie A, Wicgs

F1. Ineerview wirh Jane Livingsron Greene, S

W .\l o oy e :':" (R FEARE 'i:lll. o =
ile Bastard’; Women, Prine and the I
A Faeys on e Privad W
1 thi "\.l.wh; ath ar -.' tol. by James P Danky a

i (Madison: Universiy of Wisconsn | e, FHG] Ll'-“—N

1 Bay, March 15, 2001

By, O rER, 200

k the Ceverataons, vol. L {Maryland

n Wommese i Privad

Lo Innerview with |
Fy bckse "
[BE: o pewnn
24 Femgmer s

wston Gresne

luers e Door and h.-.l.'. aunee rural schools grov fus descrigano
newswith the anthe g in ZEHHE amed k]
ankin Kugene Hector Correlaces ol Eigheh Grade Ax

wdin Counties” [Pl Dhss, Universay of Woaconsin—Madison, B
I c

minment en fwo Wes
5, 21-EE, 107

wed Flecond.Hevald, December 4,

27, Interview with | Jane Livingaron Greene, i
#8. Walier Bossford to William ] Deegan, February 2
!'f- K
b Ineerview with George Miller, Algoma, Janwsary £

50 Inerview with Jane Livingston Greene, Ociobes
ML Tmerview warh Jane Livingsron Greene, Ooiober

i by, Wovember 10, 1949
.".'c. Hisiirry

b SEISW Series 1967 /205

Wiscorser, Volume 111 Dbonazaim end
rical Socery of Wisconsin

m Actaon: A Keport on the DoorKevaumnee 1L
Laterory Leweoests r: Wisconsn Free Litoary Commssion, 1
M The ldén o -
A7, Interview wath Former reacher, Surer B
28, Ba k': Brownell, " Foreword,” i The
I Herald, October 80,
we, 10301
_|'_|'“1 T li:'(ll 3

it -|'.|'u'\-. I, Ovcrob LA
wrgeoes By Advoealy, U- ober 50, 1052

15, Lrivembamg Moo, Oloober 16, 1062

16 Trnerview with George Miller, Algoma, Januacy 9, 20062
17, Interview wach fane Livingston Greene, Oiegober 235200
18 M=, Joh a Bookmobale Parron,” Wise
e 2l
15, Inrerview wy |I||'>.| fenir, Alg
L lmierview wath former lebra
51 lmw Dhosor Couniy, Mo
by hid eog o

15 Adgowea Fie

v Bulletn 47

ma. March 1, 20000

. dmurgeon Bav, March 14, 2001,
II.||..'- received VeS8 apposed o 1S
ulil. T Kewfunee, the vore wias G412 10
Buiteans of

102 yores received

{Madis

i, University of Wisronsin,
3

aidi Hoded, 184H—

Imiveraiy Exensson Dhves:
g j';«. g -Herald Nesember G, 1

ber 23, 20

8, |||".'|'-|'v. with Jane Livingston Gres
I i e H.lll.'.lf MNewember G
I March 10 1055
Mgoma, Wis. from Frank Wessely, Afrorma Fe

e

Fulwiler, 1-|.|||'\u>.-| Fourth Ward
LHerald, March 26, 19
w, “Pubhc Library Swiems in W
n=Madsc

harles Sea sonmm, 19 TO=19840t an Evaluanon®

iy Diss , Universiey of Wiscons

ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Christine Pawley iz a professor in Library
and Information Studies and director of
the Canter for the History of Print Culture
at the University of Wisconsin=Madison.
Her book, Reading on the Middle Border:
<l the Cufture of Print Late Nineteenth Cen
tury Osage, lowa, was published by the University of Massa-
chusetis Press in 2001 . Other of her publications have appaared
in such journals as Library Quartery, Libranes and the Culfural
Record, Book History, and American Studies. Her two current
book projects are tertatively tited Contested Literacies: Kead
ing, Citizenship, and the Public Library, and Reading in the
Hearttand: Domesticity, Community, and Networks of Print.

SPRING 20048


http://offtaom.em.hevs

WIisCcOoONSIN MAGAZINE OoF HISTORY

Obserwations en the

Losy Book, of Pruston Reymelds One
Down the Wisconson, Mussussipys,

T going to write & thelling? story of adventure entfiled
the ‘Hair brediths Escapes of the 4 River Rovers or Canoe

ing ory Historic Waterwavs," I chink T would make my for-
fune on that book.™ So Preston “Pick” Reynelds conclnded
m August 1905, as he resorned to Macdison from a owo-week
Canoe _]cn:lt’t'l:‘j.'. Now housed ar the Wisconsin Historical
Society, the logbook is a amall, leather-bound volume for
which Revnolds paid $1.549 in 1903, Qlled with reminis

wWHi Imegn 1D G5V RO

cences of the advenimres Reynolds nndermook with his
friends Folf “Pucks” Anderson, Herbert “Chub® Fowler,
and Svidney “Siud” Jackson as they traveled in two canoes
down the Wisconsin River to the Mississippl. Distin-
guished by numerons detailed drawings of life along the
rivers and the droll wit of its author, the diary provides a
vivid glimpse of a changing way of hfe in Amernica at the
turn of the twenneth centary. The complete loghook
mumbers approximately 67000 words and ninety-seven
pages: we have abnidged it here for readers.
The trip warranted reports in the Wisconsin State
Journal, perhaps due to some of the fanulies’ stand
ing in the Madison communiry, Preston was born in
Madizon on August 20, 1884, o George and Ada
Reynolds, The oldest of the “River Rovers” was
Raolfe “Pucks™ Anderson, born in Madison in 1883,
son to Rasmus B, Anderson, Professor of Scandi-
navian Studies at UW-Madison. The voungest
“River Rover,” only fourteen at the time of the tnp,
was Svdney Jackson, son of D, Joseph Jackson,
founder of the Jackson Medical Center, Herbert
*Chub” Fowler swas the son of a 1t".|u'|i1lp,' sales-
maii from New Jersey.

Cover of Preston Reynolds' loghook

L0
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the 4 Rverr Reverts e as Ty
amd; U the, +Rechk amd, Yahatia Roves.

Iy Marguerite Helmers

ON A TRIP Dowas TAL
Wl‘.ir;o/vgmf

1SS 155/ pp [,

“‘Rncﬁ -

YA 8 &A

-.ifun

. MEmppg .,

‘Pucn Anderson.
“C¢Hug" Fowler.
. Sid Ec{t’sa:—.

0"’:::!{- Reyno lds .
STug”

._fii Eq" 2

The first interior pages of logbook contain the names of
the “4 River Rovers” and a drawing of *Stub”™ the ax.
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The Rovers lost their camera early in the trip.

Unformmately, 1903 saw a cold and wet summer. Reynolds’s
lmghm:-k notes that on August 1, it rained “like greased lght-
L. ? The muor mitig of Augmst 3. rain kept the ravelers insicl
their tent after first digging trenches to divert water. On the
night of August 4, ramn and wind “blew to beat the cars.”™ On
August 6, camped on a hillside, they nearly froze, They were
not far from Glinton, Towa, where the day’s high temperamre
of 88 fell to a low of 64 degrees, Climate and Weather Burean
reports confirm an excess of moisture and deficiency of tems-
perature and sunshine during this ;}-t‘rirsn;l.F Despite the rainy
weather and an onslaught of mosguitoes, Reynolds maintains
an unflaggingly positive tone throughout the loghook.

The story beging on Monday, July 27, as the boys ship their
equipment from Madison to Kilbourn, now the Wisconsin
Dells, by the Chicagn, Milwaukee, & St. Paul Railroad.

After much deliberation and consultaiion the 4 Rrver
Rovers got all their outfit wogether & packed, & down to
the depot . . . Afier hustling to beat the band & wearing
out 53 worth of shoe leather, we got our outlie aboard the
train. (We even tricd to bribe the bagegage manl On
boarding tfie train we settled down, secured a board &
started to play cards, In the midst of our very interesting
gaime the conductor came along & kindly told us our fit-
tle fun would cost us 5 cts. per corner. This nearly bioke
our hearts, consequently we desisted from this pastime to
rubber ar the high buildings in the nomerons Cities
through which we sped on our jaunt to Kilbowrn,

On arriving there we tore down to the boat landing o
catch the boat belore it left for the dells, and then had to
wait about two howrs there. We finally started up the
dells! & saw all the great sights mcloding Witches gulch
& the Devils Jug. As we found that the boar would not

Drawing of a bndge the Rovers saw along the way

get back to Kilbourn all very late, we started from the
Devil’s Jug and walked to Kilbourn, We asked every one
we met how far ft was o K. & each gave a different
answer, The 1st mran sand it was one mile and a half, the
2nd man, afier we had walked three miles, said it was two
mitles, andd the next satd it was one mile, we decided thai
it was certainly far cnough & 1t was, |

Next morning we had a roaring old time getmng all
our duds & waps in the canoes, At last we succeeded &
embarked on our long journey:

We sped down through the lower dells, which were
great, and paddled through a cave winch we thought was
“hoat” cave.

Wihen our upfortunate canoe would stick on a sand
bar the other crew would sing, “C Captain, Caprain,
stop the shup, T want to get ont & walk,” & give lots aof
good advise which was never followed,”

The River Rovers" method for secing the Dells by canoc was
commmon in the late 1800s, and rowboat tours were featured
until the early 1900s." Early tours included Boat Gave, Sky-
light Cave, Rood’s Glen, and other small inlets. In 1890, the
last lumber raft floated down the Wisconsin River as souverur
shops began to open, and H, H. Bennett [the photographer
respomsible for naming many of the Dells® rock formarions’
began selling postcards from his studio.” The River Rovers saw
the Dells before it underwene the major changes browghe about
by the construction of a dam at Kilbourn in 1908,

A short time afier we left Portage two fellows that
attend the UW. overtook us in a duck baat, They had
come ffom Green Bay & were going to the Mississppi. We
rowed along together for company: They gor stuck on sand

42
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bars more than we did. We all stopped at Merrimac &
wenit up to tie Great town to get somie foe cream sodas,
but they were scarce, One of the ULW, fllows bough soime
swell bittersweets? We then embairked, and woneder of won-
tlers, Sid & “Chub” made us homp o keep ap with them!
We reached a fine isfand just above Prairie Du Sac where
we pitched camp. Pucks went over rown & boughr all the
gl he conrd get, which wok hirm so long that we nearly
starved waiting for him, This was a camp “Paradise”™ in
one way & “Paradise lost” in another way, because when
wee lefi, we forgoe o take che camera & a spoon friook of
Chubs, As other things are also missing we probably left
them there,

Next morming we continued on down the river, stop-
ping at Sauk City, where “Chub” and ! had an fce cream
sada & bought some breard. The next stop was at Spring
green Bridoe where we gor some warer and corn.

In many parts of the river, so far there
has been some great scenery. In places
perpendicular clifls tise for over one hun-
dred feer in the ain with pine trees grow-
ing right our of the side.”

Az the Rovers continue downstream, .
Reynolds comments on the towns that they
pass. Tower Hill was at one time the site of
the lucrative Wisconsin Shot Company.”
By 1303 the shot-making outfit was dis-
mantled. but Tower Hill renewed itself

W\ 24
\I\ @

with a lvely Chautaugua. Revnolds shows o . :
¥ q &, 1EG£ I I. |

his wit when referring to Richland City as !
“rnighty,” but it was at one time the “most Vi
important landing between Portage and | |
Prairie du Chien.” " Located at the con- \
fluence of the Pine and Wisconsin I'l.
Rivers, Richland City reaped the bene-
fits of being located along the major
trade route of the Wisconsin River,
However, as a result of increasing com-
petition from the railroads, steamboat
traffic on the Wisconsin River dwin-
dled. as did the fortunes of those town-
ships which depended on it as a source
of revenue. ! The economic hardships
faced by Richland City were com-
pounded by environmental tragedy.
Becanse of an inexplicable shilt in the
].'II";"E'T,K CUrrent, lh{!‘ Very Lerrace upﬂn
which the city stood began to erode.
Reynolds also notes  that the
Rovers stopped on Saturday, August
1, to sleep in the “tobacco shed” of

\

“an angorra goat farm” between Boscobel and I:’nnrin:i*..';;r.pf_rrl.IE
Beynolds almost certainly mentions this feature of their accom-
modations becanse of its rarvity. Angora goats were also some-
thing of a rarity in Wisconsing Wisconsin is not even mentioned
as possessing any Angora goats on a 1900 government agricul-
tural census. Nationwide, the raising and ranching of Angora
goats was on the decline by the time Revnolds and his friends
embarked an their excursion.' Prized for their lomger wool, the
Turkish breed was imported on the mistaken assumption that i
would clear land of scrub brush and that it could withstand
extreme weather, neither of which proved to be entirely true, ™

Map of the route taken by the Rovers, drawn by Reynclds
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Sid breaks the gunwals “in his obslreperous efforts to kill time"

Tower hill, the next place we strock was very pretiy: It
is & suimner resort. Lone Rock fike the rest of the towis
along the river, was so far back fiom it that we cowldn’t
see it. We fanded at a farmbouse a little way down the
river & replentshed our dimmmshing supphies.

On rounding a big bend abowt two hours later we

struck a mighty? place called Richland City, and one of

the swiltest currents in landing we fiad so far encoun-
tered. When we didd fand, we simply struck a bonanza.
An old man there simply swamped vus with provisions,
He gave us a peck of potatoes, 20 ears of corn, over a
quart of omons, and a big loat of bread, all for thirty
cents. We could hardly tear ourselves away from him, but
finafly sicceeded.

NEEGG O] PhEm sy

EObes 01 e

We camped that night at camp “Escape” where we

Just escaped being eaten alive by mosguitoes. .

Our next camp at camp “Hillside” was a peach.
“Pucks™ hiked back up the river a mile and got grub, Our

- - . - - b a1 o
Jjar of beans is getting hippicanoreous.™ “Pucks” & Sid

purt ant their set Iime agam, but did not get a thing, as the
fish were not dieting on raw bacon,

We got off early and soon reached Boscobel, which
was two miles back from the river, “Pucks™ and Sid went
up towt, “Chuly” and T'went & examined the Castle Gar-
den Wrecking Company. It was certainly the greatest
place I ever struck. There were about three hundred old
wagons, buggies, mowers, standing around, Then there
were tons & tons of old trucks of every kind imaginalle.
{t is run by a man about seventy vears old.

Bovdiown and Waunzeka were MILES back from the
river. It had been cloudy all day and when we got just
above Wanzeka it began to ramn Itke greased Ighteming,
All got under raincoats except “Chub™ and I, and we put
oil elothes around us but the rain went through them
like: water through a scive. We finally reached a smooth
level bank and on landing we nearly had a lnppicanore-
ous fit, for wonder of wonders a house was seen back but
a shart distance from the shore. We mn ap to the porch
then the man let us occupy the tobaceo shed & it was
simply swell beside the pouring rain outside, On open-
ing our duds we found that they were sopping wet. We
appropriated a tew blankets we fund in the shed & after
having a deuce of a tiine geiting soilie supper we Wer o
bed. “Pucks™ & I slept in the wagon box & it was swell.
“Chub™ & sid slept in their sleeping bage and some
voung lambs kindly came and walked over them and
some chickens moosted above. -

Iin the morning we spread our clothes out in the sun,
what there was of it, to dry. There was a hill about four
fifiy feet high right at this place and we all climbed up i,
& it wasnt no picnic efther. We got a swell view fiom the
top, “Chub”™ & I came down to write our logs befor
“Pucks™ & Sid, who stayed up to roll rocks down fike a
couple of two vear olds, When they got hack they washed
out the canoes and oifed the canvas one. The place where
HE Were Was an angorra goat farm. . ..

We stopped at Bridgeport & bought some graham
crackers & a can of cocoa, They charged 35 cts. for an
audinary can, which is worse than Madison, Afier leaving
s nuigley place we hit the lieh places i the river o
bear the cars unil we struck the Father of Waters, and
took of Tour hats & gave three ronsing cheers? Afier defe-
beration we camped night at the junction of the two
rivers. We siruck a place where some clammers had
camped. There was a very refreshing odor from the old
clam shefls pifed on the bank.

:l .1.
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At first there were no mosquitoes, but when they A canosist stops to view the Sugar Bowl
heard we had arrived they paid frequent enjovalble (to rock formation in Wisconsin Dells.

them) calls, In fact they called so often that we were
mioved to vacate the tent and fet them have i, as we did
nat want to be selfish about it
Large steamboats began to go by our camp and con

tinned all night & morming, Some of them made an awlil
swedl betunid them, Some of the Boats are simply whales
in size, One last night had a scarch light, which it played
oit the banks & the boat a wavs ahead of it A
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Shell pile at Empire Button Works, Guitenberg, lowa

Once they armve at the Mississippa. “the Father of

Waters,”" they share the river with several rafiing steamboats,
transporung lumber from the northern foreses: the Qincy
the first boat on the Mississippi o have an electric search
light 8 the West Rambo, the Musser, the Clyde, and the
mighty Weyerhaeuser haihing from the Mississipp River Log
ging Clompany in Minnesota. Later in their journey down the
Mississippi, the Rovers discovered that they could make bet-
ter tme by hitching a ride on the rafis. Whereas they aver-
aged abour twenty-two miles a day in their canoes, the rafts
allowed them to travel close to forty miles each day.

In addition, the Bovers would have viewed “tent cites™ of

clammers along the river. ¥ At imes, the Massissippn was said
tor be so thick with clanmming boats that “a person could cross
the river by stepping from one boat to another.”™" In Gutten-
berg, lowa. Reynolds records the “largest piles of old clam
shells [he| ever saw” ! and he visits the Harvey Chalmers but-
ton factory, maker of fine shell buttons. Opened i 1899, 1t
was “the largest single employer of labor m the community,
It is no wonder, then, that the smell of clams pervades

Revnolds' journey, “like the last rose of surmnmer.”
the many illusradons thar color the loghook, Reyvinolds has
drawn a bottle of “Attar of Clam™ with the accompanying
advertisement: “The most exquisite perfume made. Triple
Disnlation. Absolutely PURE, Price Reasonable.” A few pages
later, he returns to the theme, hawking “Avtar of Clam, Two

cents per smell. One smell is enough.”

3 P
I one of

VR B 10 S0

Reynolds drawing of well-fed mosquitces

... We broke camp early Toesday, Aug. 4, 003 and
started across fo town fo leave a _r';-lﬂ. “(Thub™ and Sid
fancled first & the firse thing o happen, “Chub™ ol
arrested. It seems he bad been o Lancaster Wis: & shot
up the town, We all fooled arcund waiting for sometfing
tey happen, “Pucks™ neady tore his shirt when he found
we woudd have to wait about 24 hrs. “Chulb™ bore up
I'..r,";-]h'a‘.l':y inder the sad f,lfuu-'; with tears In onr CYES we
biacte farn farewedl and started to see the siehts, We were
the whole show, If we had put up ouwr tent and charged
admission exhibiting the ferocions Wisconsin man killer
captured in the Wilds of Towa, we would soon have paid
the expenses of the trip. Instead of doing that we had two
ice creaim sodas and a pop (all except “Chub”). A steam-
boat, the Chade of 8t. Paw! came down with two laree
rafis that it fanded av this wown, . .

The marshall or sherff or whatever e was 1z the
bigeest bull headed sun of & gun T ever saw,

I laid in the shade & drew pretures and wrote log in
the afternoon while the investigations In the dreadiul
shooting at Lancastar proceeded. .

Finally when a crowd aof about two thousand had cal-
fected 1o view the remains the sherdT from Wisconsin
arrived, took one long look at the supposed murderer,
burt now known as the Bank robber and exclanmed in a
fateed vorce This 15 e IV I,

The description called for a man about 23 vrs, of age,
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The smell of clam was a
faithful companion to the
Rovers, prompting Reynolds'

facetious invention, attar of

clam, “The most exquisite

perfume made."

NHI
1‘-

The Rovers' rain-soaked

campsite
five ft. cight mches in height, dark hair, dark complex soda fountains were “a social center for voung people, serving in
ton, blee coas, black shirt, siriped grey pants, low shoes a geiieel fashion the funcoen that singles bars would serve much
or slippers, brown hat, weight 150, Chab had a white hat, later.”*" On the other hand, some religious groups considered ice
a black coat, striped grey pants, a black shirt, height 5 11, cream sodas amoral. Several Midwestern towns outlawed the
10 in., dark hair, moceasing on, & wejghed 123, sale of soda on Sundayvs becanse proponents of moral temper

Every one in town was laughing ar the fool marshall, ance believed the combinaton of a carbonated heverage and ice

When the performaince was over we all adjourned 1o the cream was entirely too decadent and sinfully rich to be hought,
soda founiain & celebrated. This made the thind soda & sold, and consumed on the Lord's Day.” Reynolds consumes
st pop I had had during the excitemene, This bad been has sodas midweek, on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thuarscays,

the brightest day we had had for a ke i-i'i'_g'.l'r'ni'g’?.l'\'i
oAt was about five oclock when we finally got off

Reynolds seemed to helieve the worst thing that happened o “Pucks™ & Sid gave the Wiscansin yell We paddled
Chub as a vesult of his arrest was a missed ice cream soda, With about eleven miles then camped i a swell grassy, sody
an estimated 60,000 soda fountains in the United States by 1895, place below Cassville, In the might it rafned & blew to
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Dirawing of the steamer Weyerhauser

bear the cars, We gor up abowe hall past ejght & saw a
boat with a raft coming down the river. We hustled the
camp into the boats to beat the cars. It was nearly by os
bt we hustled & ca ughr it e gl aboard,

We ate our breakfast on the rafi. The rest of the mrorm-
ing we lay around & examined the works & drank ice
water while the oiher guys drank beer, The rafisinen all
examined our fittle ax & our knives. We began to gei
leary of them. . ..

The boar Rambo s an awfid old boar, It has seen abowu
eighty four vears service, so vou can imagine how it looks.
As I wiate an odor of bifge water comes tomc. ., .

The two boats connected with the rafi the Rovers
were an fave guite bistories. The Rambo the oldest has
suntk several times and simashed rafts as well as done
ather stunts of note, One ol its smokestacks is gone, its
witidows have no glass in places, & it looks like the Iast
rose of summer, Still there is lots of work to be got from
it. A man fas been murdered on the other and it has
been in all sores of scrapes.

At eleven oclock my watch ended and I awoke Sid, &
turted i In the moraing we reached Smvannal where
the raft had to be divided again to go through a bridge.
“Chub” & I took the skift and went ashore to get mifk,
The part of the rafi with our othier boat on went througeh
thie draw all mehr bor the other halfwath the oo stearm
boats to guide it struck one of the stone piers of the
bridae. A snapping and cracking was heard as the ropes

*
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Steamer Quincy

on Mississippi River.

& chams holding the rali together broke. The logs began
to pile up in great shape. The “Musser” certamnly had
made a muss of it that ime. She began to back & finally
got maost of the raft clear of the pier, & through the draw.
Meanwhile the other halt was drifiing downsiream
towards an island. .

We changed our clothes on the bow boat of the rafi,
By that time we had reached the Moline chainis and the
swiftest part of the rapids. These chains, as they are called
are really a long line of rocks, parallel to the mam chan-
el to tern part of e current in past the power house at
the Arsenafl. . . .

The channel through the rapids is marked by oblong

prramid piles of rock with Bghs on top. ... ="
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After leaving the steamships Rambo and Musser, the boys
continued on their way in the canoe. They stopped to patch
the canvas boat “with tire tape and shellac” and then drifted
downriver past “summer resorts.” where they “gave all the vells
we conld think of and sung all the songs we knew or made
up.”jrJ Two days later, thew hitched onto another vaft, with
which they sailed until Kock Island.

Thronghout his joumey, Reynolds displays a fascmanon with
bridges, monuments, and new construction. The Eagle Point
bridge (“simply great,” according to Reynolds™ was only recently
opened at the end of April 1902 and was thus sall 2 novelty when
the River Rovers passed throngh, *“With warm weather, the proj-
ect became a souree of local entertainment, “huge crowds’ coming
I E".}'n:__f]:' Poine on S |}'|}' afternoons to look at the b |E_':|'.”'q'|

Chub's arrast at Guitenberg created quite a scene.
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The Musser and the Rambo floating
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Playing cards to pass the time on a tran

Reynolds is also eager 1o see the new Rock Island Bridge,
claiming it is “the finest bridge T ever saw.” > The first bridge
across the upper Mississippi, the Government Bridge was uli-
matehy rebanlt two times prior to 1903, The version Reynolds
saw was “wider, higher, and heavier and capable of sustaining
a far greater weight than the old one.”™ Afier being closed for
a year during comstruction, the Davenport Daily Repulilican
declared this newest incarnaton of the Government Bridee che
“Best in the Tnited States,” exclaiming, “Davenport has the
bnest bridge of the kind of any 1n the world, and her cinzens
ought to take cognizance of the fact. . . . The hold outline and
majestic solidity of the new bridge have excited more than a
passing attention in the minds of the people.”

a0
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Soon after this we left the rafi & landed just below the
finest bridge I ever saw. There is a double track for rail-
way traiis and under that 1s a wide roadway for two street
railways and two wagon tracks, and two foot ways. It is
massive yer simple in constricio,

.. The Arsenal is a very pretty place with drives,
walks, & bicyele paths. The butddings are nearly all bt
on the same plan, They are the finest machine shop
butldings in the country:

In them we saw the emplovees making all the articles
used in the army and I suppose some for the navy.
Carved furnftere, targeis, artiflery carriages, ongues,
saddles, hags, cartridge boxes, hawr ropes, pads, brushes,
rurbine bevel wheels, erc.,

At one part of the grounds there are hundreds of
sound shot weighing five pounds or less piled into a fence.
Taside this fence are numbers of old cannons & moitais
captured or made at different periods. In the side of one
good sized brass cannon was a large dent, showing
plainly that a shor had struck it a glancing Bow. The bore

was dented in also making the cannon useless, ™

The Rock Island Arsenal is also the site of a former Givil
War prison camp and the Rock Island Confederate Cemetery.
Between December 1863 and July 1855, a total of 12 409 Con-
federate soldiers were quartered in its eighty-four barracks,
Following the Cral War, the island saw a period of activity as
the barracks and stockade were razed and ten stone shops were
erected for the overhaul and manufacoure of arillery and small
arms.” It is these buildings which Reynolds refers to as “the
finest machine shop bnldings in the nmnm'y.”w

... We wandered on all we came fo a restaurani
where we ate an enormous dinner. We then separated,
“Chub™ and T going down to the court house and Post
CHiice while the others wenr down to see a saw mill. We
toek 3 car back w Davenport where we got all the infor-
mation abour the Rock River we could, bid goadbye 1o
Mr. Henrichs and went down to the boat landing. Sid
fixed the paddle he broke, while “Pucks™ bought provi-
sions & “Chub” & I loaded up. We started alter six and
dropped down the river to the canal where we portaged
onr stufl around the first lock, paddled up the canal
about a mile and ('zimp&d.‘?‘?

The Rovers do not paddle direcely up the Rock River, but
rather up the Hennepin Canal that links the Rock River 1o
the Mississippi for boat eraffic. They stare after 6:00 ponw, but
only make it about four miles before they stop to camp for the
night about a mile past the first lock on the canal that they
encounter—the last lock prior to the Mississippi. At this point,
Chub Fowler and Reynolds “folded up the canvas canoe and

SPRING 2008
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Drawing of train cars lined up to receive coal
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[...] packed our duds and started for Coloma.™™ Returning
by train, they arrived in Macdison late on Tuesday, August 11,
1903, The Wisconsin State Journal reported that “A leaky can-
vas canoe made it necessary for [them) to abandon the :rip.“'”
Sid Jackson and Pucks Anderson were estimated to arrive
home about “two weeks hence”* The travails of Reyiolds and
“Chub” did not end when they folded the cance, The two dirt-
ied yvoung vagabonds raised the suspicions of the local con-
stabulary. *We certainly looked like a couple of sports with
coats out at the elbows, pants grimy with dirt, hands and face
black with the same article and a bum look all around.”
Reynolds wrote of the journey home,

The floor in the mens waiting room was covered with
bums sleeping and the stench was soncthing o dream
about. We stood it out doors as long as we could then
went inio the ladies waiting room, where we tried o rest
& keep warm. A cop came and asked us a lot of questions
hut let us stay there.

“Dhon’t vou see those signs on the doors™”

“Yes Sir”

“Well whar are you doing in here then?”

We got sick in the other room.

“Well stay in here i you can behave yoursehes™

Steamboat on a river
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Chir train arrived & we hustled aboard, The news
agent sold “Chub™ a Wild West book. . . . We changed
cars at Davis_Jo. and headed for Rockiord where we
arrived abour seven oclock, We had to wait here all nine
fifteen 5o we viewed the town.

e darm was all we conld see across the river, we had
been told there were about fifty, & that there were about
three miles of vver covered with buildings. Our eyes must
have been on a strike for we filed to see them, We visioed
the Camegie Library which is not ver comnpleted, It wall
be a swell building wien it is,

The Narth Western has a fine depot with a small park
beside it while the St. Panl has an antiguated old shack
burdlt when Washingtorn was a boy. . .,

At 9215 we left for Beloit aind the nonth. . . . We went
through Stoughion and all the other Cities on the line,
reaching Madison abour half past eleven.

Chuby and [ hostled the canoe up to Mr. facksons and
then hiked home to get some dinner,

The folks were surprised to see me. 1

Author®s Note

Transcription and research by the UW-Oshkosh River Rovers
Research Group: Amelia Crane, Wendy Diehlman, Keith
Fairchald, Marguerite Helmers, Michelle Monte, Alesas Pegram,
Kevin Poquette, Aaron Schoeider, April Schumacher, Sarah
Staerkel, Christine Sprangers, Steven Stary, and Jason Zirbel,
The group thanks Joshua Banger for his generous assistance.

Custard pie and coffes, a “sumplous repast”
anjoyed al a “railway sating hous.”
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encalogists spend countless hours searching for family docu-

ments like birth, marriage, and death certificares. Any scrap of

information can help w Qesh ou the swory a fmily’s heriage,

and leters that convey stories and intimate decails across gene
erations are a wrue treasure. Few of us will be fortunate enough to locare ler-
ters written between our ancestors, but somenmes, those who do have only
cleared the first hurdle, Reading the letters themsebves can be a challenge
for a number of reasons, One dizzying ohstacle is cross-writing. In ovder to
save paper and postage, correspondents would fill a page, then wen the paper
sicleways and continue writing over the existing text. The resuling docu-
ment, like this letrer from John Steel of Waukesha to his aunt in England,
may appear almost artistic, but can also prove quite a chore to read
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Plan now for some of the most exciting events of the season!
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Old World Wisconsin
Madeline Island Museum (Eagle, Wisconsin)
(La Pointe, Wisconsin) July 26-27
June 22
Villa Louis
(Prairie du Chien, Wisconsin)
Old World Wisconsin September 6-7
(Eagle, Wisconsin)
August 16
Wade House
(Greenbush, Wisconsin)

September 27-28
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