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robbery, it was only done by Buek, FIe met the

stage cominq up a steep qrade and proceeded to

with the aid, of his unknown friend. When they

to opening the Wells Fargo box they found much

surpr:i s e " exae tly tulo bras s e as tingls . "

Ineuspiciotrs starts seemed to he a trad e mark of Buck's.

His first sirooting serape earne . a.t the Middletown skati.r:g

rink ,uhere he knockeC a man down in anger and let off tvro

shots at lrim, neatly hitting the ground. 'By the time he was

first stage

Lower Lake

hold it up
-j

got around

tc .their

a
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read.y to try that again, he must have done a. }i ttle target

prac Lice in between, He enc':untered man named Goad who

hadtheimproba'o{erankofCaptainintheHawaiinarmy.

In the old est of l''/estern cl iches thelr met on the main

street of l\,{iddletown and proceed.ed to ernpty their revolve*s

at ea.ch o ther . Buck was the lucki er o f the two , he was

unseratched, but tf gave Captain Good a bad uround in the ar$!



guilty o f stealin,.q the company' s cattl"e * bu'tcherii.r,:.{ then, iltr;-i

t n en s eL l inq them back to the cornparly? "

AnC r.'ew Roeca repl i ed that was exiic-b-l-y r^,'hat hi*' i:*J-i *.r*ii

anci tirat it had bettcr stop " "The old ma-n cl.cseC his eye s

as if in re\rer:ential prayer, boured his heaC sal"lctj-mr:nj-c.i..ts1;.ir,

a.nC sa-id, 'it will be d,one."

However the fiat+le stealing did nct stor: r fi.itrl Atld,revr $c$$

suspecterl that the Irishman lras only a tocl in tha han,Je *f

Buck Enelish anC the banC o f rus-tlers he had f'o::meC . I{e}err

Rocca noted, "the first encor-rnter betr,veen the tv,,o men trck

place one afternoon when Father h-eard shcts bei-ng fired iv+ the

neighborhooC cf the mine store. Hurrying over the::* h* f*rm*

Engtish an,l his men engaeed. in one of "bheir favot'it* passtirnes

friqhtening,,vhoever happened to be present by their

shocting prowess , One o f the men would hoIC out a hanCk*r{.'hief

while the swaggering Buck shot it neatly out cf his hand*

Enraqed at the man's aud.acity, Andrew Rocca qave hinn a tar:r3ue

lashing an,l or:de:'ed him and aIl of the hand off the premis€s.

Surnri s inqly enough , they i,vent f ai rly meekl.y , nerhaps becaus e

it wa.s such a novelty to ha',re someone da.r'e to l:esist then.

Br-r t f rom tha t time orr , Buck E.glish antl An,C retv Ro cca tnlere

ssrorn enemies, lln-qlish thirsting for revenqe, Rocca deter-

rnineC to do what ever he corild to see the whole group behind

bulrs . "

Buck maCe his first move aqainst Rocca by tellinq

mutual acqr"laintance that he hacl found. a very rich vein si
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fron miles away came to look for hides of.Iost cattle. Helen

Rocqa noted, "one lvould say, 
"T'hy 

that's ny cow Nellie, and

another woulil exclairn, l'Look at that, wiLl you! There's that

llereford steer of mine that disar:per6 over a year ago.'l

' Buck Enelish stood trial and rvas senteneed to San

Quentin on october 25, LB?6 for two commitments of grand 
.

larceny. He was discharged on May 31 , 7877 and taken out

for a new trial , frorn. which he:.got a seven year ter . IIe was

re1ee.sedon0ctober29,l8B2forgoodbehaviour.
The Calistogan of September 4, 18f8 carrietl hn article

t
on Buck English that sheds some light on his remarkable

charecter. "Buck English the young 'nan now in San Qqentin

frqm trake County, is said to possess the best nemory o,f any

man in the state -of California.l'
He1en Roeca adced, "though it is rather diffieult to'

think of English in church - and the members of the' ':

: eongregation must have clutched their pocketbooks very '

tiehtly when they salv hin enter - the article said that he

had been known to listen to a sermon 'l asting three quarters

of an hour, walk out of the church and then repeat the sermon

almost'rvord for word in its entirety. The man has oualities

that with study anC attention to business, would place him

among the'very smartest men of the coast' h:g1ish, howeYer

had no anparent intention of going in for".a study and attenti-on '

to business - uhless robbery can be regarC ed as a business."

' Right after his release from San Quentin in 1882 he

returned to the MiCCletown area and the Lobree Store was- --/-
//
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a threat to blow the rl.river off

out of the situation and d::iver
t

will of the highwaymen.

The highwaymen went abottt their work like otd hanc s at

the busi-ness, one in palticualr being cool as if he was

co1}ectingtaxes.[heta11ermandida11theta1k1nguu^
we}1, as searching. They were both armed with ord style c*]'ts

revolvers, and cursed,and swore at everyo$e, particularfy ' -

the chinaman. The 0hinaman tried to resist and vras knccked
\

down and badly beaten. As the robbers worked they talked"

^ ^-#a *L.a

incessantly and cracked sarcastlc iokes. :When one ,of the

men protested their taking his watch, Buck chuckledr, "Eel}n

we have our troubles the same as other people, and I think

weneedthewatch,butyoucanadvertisein.the.Examiner

and rret it back. "

Ylhile the robbery was in progress two freight tearns

from'ruiadletown passecl by, one of them driven by Byrd Hunt'

,,Hel 1o , Byrd , horv a.re you getting along, " cal- led Engli sh to

Hunt, much to his surprise, since he had no idea who

robber was. The two handits eollected about $,1 '200 
from

the passens{ers, anC opened the Wells Fargo box for an l

und.isclosed ammount, then 'di"ap,ered in the direction of the

the

and

trox took all the hurnor

passenqers awaited the

t

Posses l,rere formed in Lake

- -e was Seoured for thec ountr;rs id

the outla.ws elud ed the lawmen '

someone recogni zed. them and' us ed

,/
/

Counties and the

hut for two daYs

d.one in bY Progress-

to ea}I Under

and Napa

band its ,

They were

o the phone
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Brownlee said, "Engl-ish is just abc,.rt ttre coolest man T've

evets rnet, He displayed great nerve when tolcl to throw up

his hanCs. He is a tough ca-se.'l

Touqh case or not Buck English \,vas sent hack to san

Quentin for a good long spell. The Napa Register had head-

lines -The publi c Grati fi ed t And rei{ Hocca wa s grati f ied '
he would have no more worries about beinq tanned for shoe-

strings . Und er-Sheri f f Brownl ee $/as gratifi ed , he had brougnt

Euek English in. And Theodore BelI was particularly grati-

fi ecl. . His shot had wound ed Engl-ish so badl-y that his eapture

was assured. BeII was the prosecuti-ng attorney anC his

lar"ops o f the pri son Yard . "I'm afraiC I'11 have to come
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ft21.sflsr.s and f'Rrtad Agents"

Tr.rnonouc AnLrNcroN lJerr"
This portreir uws tul;cn at'ottnd 190A, about fiue 7-*ors' alter Brll's capture of Buck English.
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